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Jf^n * fMdlsr M4liM« «|rW^ «MMln Oafoldddvi 
0V AMiMr dcrifti kb MMtrkai M iitt boni ae 

fa pfo* (M «MI VMMlf ib|^ |wt« M thb Natif f 
«h« iMi MMr4jp»«Ml)d|iliilrfi UftlbtvD re^ 

intt^ii la lilt 49P* M«|HMi^^ fcdMe it tNk the 
tine thiMMSlir HjNb |«tf < ri Bgp iej , and Ibr the 
^tee Mifii» iriMi (iliw^jl widf Mm to ifigii k. 
SBi faiW, Mu MttMiltf IHr wuMtkm s ftrifttmr. 
Sved in « I«|(I4M« iNi|MUr,f w t eoniMWnt eflefte 
€Mirelf kil ^«rfl ai^iAfitteft t htYing b<at early difia- 
heittcd bf hit parents ler renoonciog the commanion 
ef the Chprch of Rome, to whicl^ they were zealoafly 
^efotcd* By has idfe^ Sarah Gaftoa, he had liicewUe 
. jone daughter, naiKieiii ^^ls^ and another iba, Chri-^ 
fiopher, whoBi he tr^^ to the practice of the 
Common la^ ; who in fiie breat Robeliion adhered to 
the Roy^ eaofe ; and in the reign of Kiqg James II. 
by too eafy a compliance with the dofhines of the 
Coort, both religious and civil, he attained to the 
j^gnity of being made a judge of the Coromqn Pkas ;. 
of which he died divefted not long after theRevqlution. 

» Mr. Toland. 



Eut Jiihn, tliefubjcft of Ihe prcfent Eflay, wa* die 
favou[Iteofbislathcr'>hiipee, who, Co cultivate the 
great gEnliif which attj difplaycd itfclf, was at the 
cxpEalc of a iloncltic tutor; whtrfe care and capadtf 
his pupil hath gratcfuily eeiebrated m an excellent 
An. £ij>i. 11. Latin elegy- At hu initiatioa he u faid 
tu hare applied hiailelC la letter) with Tuch indcfati' 
^ble indunry, that fa* nrely «m prevailed with to 
<[uit his Ctudiesbcfoie mid night 1 which not only made 
him ftequentlyiubje^tofnerepainsin hit head, but 
likcuirc occalioaed that wsalcnefs id hii e^ei which 
terminated in a total priialion of light. Fiom a da- 
metlic education he was removed to St. Paul's fchool, 
to complete hii acquaintance with the Claflks, under 
the rate of Dr..GiUi and alter a Ihort thy there was 
Ac. x<i: I), tranrplanted to Chiill'i CoJege in Cam- 
hridge, ivhcre he dillin^uifliui hirafelf in all kinds of 
academical cxciciln. Of tliis li^dety he continued a 
member till he commenc^^bl^i^r^f Arts ; and then 
leaving the Univernty, he KMrifedto his lather, who 
la. .Eix.'j- had quitted the Town, and livedat Hor- 
tun in Bnckinghanilhire, jvhcre he purfucd his ftudics 
with unparalleled alHduity and Jiiccefs. 

Alter Ibmc yeais Ipent in this fludious retirement 
his tnuthcrdied; and then he prevailed with Ills fa- 
ttier tu gratify an inclination he had long entertained 
A0.4.H.J5. of leeing foreign countries. Sir Henry 
Wotton, at that tinic Ptovoft of Eton College, gate 



Mm ■ letter of xdiicc * lor tbc direOioii of hit tr«- 
idi; but by nut obleniug ui ciCElknt maxim id it, 
he incsmd gmt danger, by difpatiog againfl the 
iiiperftition of the Chorch of Rome within the leige 
• " sin, Eton Cnlltft, loth April, 163S. 

'■ ]( wn « fpcdiJ fjtToDT when jvn Uvljr benowed iipan 
" nir berc Uic firfl laftc uF your a.-flujinlintc. lliuujli 

" cime u nlue ii, inil n cnjor it riibilr- And in o-uih, 
" If 1 csaM tlwn hire inuinrd jaar fanhrr Itir In ibcfe 
" pmhwlileb I aDdcrAuod llWWirdi bj Mr. H. 1 woutd 
" hmlnnbDhl, inoortnlEir^nn. lomendinrdriuitbl, 

" «djrwcsn™nl!l>iiii°|ii)n.i<>>'><>y'')>l>r<>ur['iiMfc>rn^ 
" ed Iricnd, it ( poor ia»[ or mo, Ibii yn nit);ht bavc 
" blDdnl laRtb«r rumi gaud lllTlion dC Ihe IncleiiL Ijmr. 
" ODOni wbTili I Kbrcrvnl t«i Caljl'c been fimlllir. 

" Knee iraar going, )foo Imr cliaTftd UK Willi ntw olili- 
•' tadani, boih tor I frtj Vlnd Ictltr ftom y:iB, dirrd iha 
•• 6thof ihiitniuiik.aiidfaFadllDliplFRot'eiiln'nlnineii! 
<■ tlui rarae tbnrvithi wherrio tJhould much iDmniMiil 
<• tbc tn^cal pari, Iflbc Ifriail did nol ntllb Blili i 
■' certain Doric dclleacy in yaa Sanp and Odci, whrrrin 
■■ I TDLiU uLainly tonMi to haTo nren rrr noihiniF parallrl 

• • in onr laniBam, Jji/I mtlHIiii. But Imini not.omii tg 

» uniaaK. IwwmndfftlTfeeorr. Ilia Rile arilBcvr: foribe 
"w.,rkhfrlfllhHlticwcdIbmap»dwbllali'rura Willi liiH 

" Mr. R. Ill Ilw irry iWr of Ibe laie R'l porn>i, printtd 
" ■! Oarucd, whaminu li li added, u I now rupiulr. ihic 
•• the iCLiBwy nlgtbi help mil ibe principal, aecordbij ts 

• • ((ow,SirHTWi"rnl iijyiiurlr>i(li,wlitrnnlniiifch«llfn{i! 

• • a linle more priilleae nrdifcoutle wiih jou 1 I luppoTe 
<■ lou will nut bljncii Pjtb in tow war J ibrrefin-e I Live 
■ •been bold lu irouble f>><> »i<n * *•<• >>'>« M Mr. M.S. 
" wliun )vu Otai] eaTilt 6nfi aQci-dine ibe ^mi^ Lwd ^ 

•■ Kodd&eaiont^raiuiBsiirTDur l^tlier Jnwney inio 
•• rialT, wtMe he did reAde, k* ny rholn, fuue time ibr 
■■ ihfilina.mfirr mine own f<rrriil-i™Vri.i«. 

>■ 1 HioiJd Ihlnli Ihal four Ml liw will be ilu<ni^>hA 
"■ whole lengiJi of France tg MuftUlii, nA iWisa'ai ^«> 
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Qi the Vatican. Having employed his curioHty about 
jtwo years in France and Italy *, on the news of a 
Civil war breaking out in JBnglaod, he retorned with*- 
out taking a fnrvey of Greece and Sicily, as, at his 
ietting out, the fcheme was projected* At Paris the 

" to Genoa, whence the parage into Tufcany is as dmrnal 
<( as a Gravefend bartre. I haften, as you do, to Flurenc9 
** or Sienna, the rathsr to cell you a fliprt ftory, from cIm 
** intercft you have given xne in your farety. 

<< At Sienna I was tabled in the houfe of one Alberto 
" Sci^ione, an old Kiunan courtier in dangerouf tiroes, 
'< having been fteward to the Duca di Pa|;Uano, who with 
.<* all his family were ftrangled, fave this only man, that 
" efcaped by forefight of the tempeft. With him I had 
'* often much chat of thofe affUirs ', into which he took 
** pleafure to look back from his native l^arbour ; and at 
<* onr departure toward Rome, which had been the center 
" of his experience, I had won confidence enough to beg 
" his advice how I might carry myfelf feoirely there, >rith« 
'* out oflfencr of others, or of tny( own confcieace. Siinor 
** Arrive me»t fays hf , / penfieri ftretti^ et il vift fciohot 
" that IS, '* Your tliooghts clofe^ and your countenance 
** looftp, will go fafely over the whole world." Of which 
** Delphian oracle (for fo I have found it) your Judjrment 
<* doth need no commentary; and cherefere, Sir, I will 
" commit you with it to the bett of all fecurities, God's 
** dear l«tve, remaining' yoiu* friend, as much at command 
•• as any of longer date. *( h, woTTON. 

P. S, ** Sir, I hfve ejcprefsly fent this by mv foot-boy, 
** to prevent y^ur departare wltnQut fome acamywlrdee* 
'* ment from me of the receipt of vonr obliging letter, ha- 
" vine myfelf^ through fome buunefs, I know not how, 
'* negWted the ordinary conveyance. In any part where 
<' 1 (halt underftand you fixed, I {haU be glad and diligent 
" to entertain you with home novelties, even lor focntf 
'* fomentation of oMr fricndftiip, too foon Interrupted in the 
^f cradle. »» 

* Et jam bis vifidi Airgebat colmttt arifta, 
Et totidem lavas numeraoanc horrea meflet,— *• 
]tfee dum aderat Thyrfis : paftorem fcilicet ilium 
pulcis amor Mufae Thufca retinebat in urbe. 

Epitafk, Ifam* 
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Lord l^ibotint Scudamore, ambaflkdor from Kbg 
Charks I. at the court of Fiance, introduced him to 
the acquaintance of Grotius *, who, at that time, was 
honoured with the £une character there by Chriflina 
Queen of Sweden. In Rome, Genoa, Florence, and 
other cities of Italy, he contra£ted a familiarity with 
thole who were of higheft reputation for wit and 
learning; fereral of whom gave him very obliging te- 
iHmonies of their friendfliip and efteem, which are 
printed before his Latin poems. The firft of them 
was written by Manfo Marquis of Villa, a great pa- 
tron of Ta(1b, by whom he is celebrated in his poem 
on the conqueft of Jeruiiilem f . It is highly probable 
that to I his converfation with this noble Neapolitan 
we owe the firft defign which Milton conceived of 
writing an epic poem : and it appears, by ibme Latin 
Terfes addrefled to the Marquis with the title of Man- 
fus, that he intended to fix on King Arthur for his 
hero : but Arthur was referred to another deiHny ! 

Returning from his travels, he found England on 
the point of being involved in blood and Aa,Mut. 33. 
confafion. It icems wonderful that one of ^ warm 
and daring a fpirit as his certainly was, fliould be re- 
(farained from the camp in thofe unnatural commoti- 
ons. I iuppoie we may impute it wholly to the great 
deference he paid to paternal authority, that he re 

* Defenfio Secunda, p, 96. foL 

f •' Fra Cavalier* magiianimi, e cortffi 

** Ref^lende U Hanfo." Lib, 20. 
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t% LITE OF MILTON. 

pofed of his library, (which we may fuppofe to haTe 
been a valuable coUcAion) he left no more than fifteen 
hundred pounds behind him for the fupport of his. 
family : and whoever confiders the po(ls to which he 
"was advanced, and the times in which he enjoyed 
them, will, I believe, confefs he might have accuinu- 
lated a much more plentiful fortune. In a di/paflionate 
mind it will not require any extraordinary meaiiire 
of candour to conclude, that though he abode in the 
heritage of oppreflbrs, and the fpoils of his country 
lay at his feet, neither his conscience nor his honour 
could (loop to gather them. 

A commiflion to conftitute him Adjutant-general 
An. JEtMu 4s. to Sir William Waller was ptomiUed, but 
foon fuperfeded by Waller*s being laid afide, when 
his maflers thought it proper to new-model their 
army. However, the keenneft of his pen had ib 
effc6hially recommended him to Cromwell's edeem, 
that when he took the reins of government into his 
own hand, he advanced him to be Latin iecretary 
both to himielf And the Parliament: the former of 
thefe preferments he enjoyed both under the Ufnrper 
and his fon; the other *till King Charles 1 1, was reftored/ 
For ibme time he had an apartment for his family in 
Whitehall; but his heahh requiring a freer accefCon 
of air, he was obliged to remove from thence to 
lodgings which opened into St. James's Park. Not 
Jong after his fcttlemcnt there his wife died in child- 
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Ms Mid iNch them the tfattt oi hat dath i g«ttt 
fiaroMv whkb bad lor fevenl yon btm fmdo^ 
iBfcaimg, totallf cxtiByiiflicd lib %bt*« In thb m^ 
kodwUe ooa^tioo be vit etfilf jnrrafled with to 
tbinb of tikkig Another wife» «bo MM Caitbiritie the 
deaglbtcr of Qqiitaia Woodcock of flMkncy $ wid (be 
foo^ in left than a year after their a i airiage, died in 
the &aM uafortiiiiateiiiaiioeras thefiinncr bM done I 
to whole incBMNry he docs boooor hi one of hk Sub* 



TbefepriifatecalartitSciircieBioc h hei^teneabythe 
dtflerentfignrebewislikdytonialiehitbe Am.mt-f** 
Binr iceoe of affidn which waifBing to be aftedbi the 

• It WW tlie fiflit of hit left rye time be loft flrftf and Ir 
WM M the drfire ^ h\* friend Leomrd mimnm, me Oake 
or^rnia'tnilnifter at Pnrh, that he fent him a particolaf 
acrouncofhi* cafe, and of the manner of his j^rowing blind* 
for him to conHtlt Therenot rhe pfaTflcian, who was reck* 
tmtd fanoDs in cafH of the ere*. The letter U the fifteenth 
of hi* Familiar Epiftlea. is dated September 28, 1654, and is 
tims tranflated bv Mr Kichardfon: 

** Since yotf advife me not to flinff away ail hoprt of f e« 
** roverinz my fijsht< for that yon have a frierd at ^arit, 
«• Thrvenot the «hyiician« particniftrly fiunons ftrtheeye*, 
*« whom yon ofier to confutt in my l>ehalf» if yon rerdve 
'* from me an arconnt by whirh he May judee of the caafrs 
'• and fymptomt of my difeafe, t will do "tvhar you advife 
'* mr to. that I may ncit frem to refafe any aifillanre that 
'* is offered* perhaps, from God. 

*' I think *tis abont ten years, ffmre or \e(k, finer I be^n 
" to perceive that my e^r-flsht irrew weak and dim, ard 
'< at the fame time my fpti^n and bowels tii l>e opprcft and 
" troaUed with flatus*, and in the morning when I began 
•« 10 readf arcordine to raftnm. my eyes grew painfol imme- 
«* diatrly, and to r*raCe read )it, but were rcfre(hed after a 
'* modei^te exercife of the Imdy . A rertain iris brgan to ^r- 
<* mood the light of the candle if I looked at \t\ ^ootv ^^o 
« ter which, on the left part of tlic left eye (foT xbcax tv^ar 

VoJumf L B 



Hate : for oU things now conrpiiing; to promote the 
King's redoraliDH, he wiu too mnfcioui of hii own 
aftivity JutiDg the ufiirpation to expcO any faroar 
from tht Crown ; and therefore he prudently ab> 
fconded 'till the aft of Oblivion wu pubtiOied; by 
which he was only rendered incapiit>le of hearing any 
office in the nation. Many had a very juft efteem of 
his admirable parli and learning whn dctcDcd his 
principles, by whole JntercefGon bis pardon palled 
the feds : and 1 willi the laws of Civil hillory eoald 
have extended the benefit of that oblivion to the me- 
mory of his guilt, which was indulged to his perfon ; 
Nf tanti faciMris iminamlas aut tltiti§c, oat aoii viii£- 
cala fsffc, Meaiur, 

Haring thus gained a full protcAion from the go- 



" riElii fje ohjnSi aopcjrei llnaiin-. Mj oihrr eye tlfn, 
•• far iheTe laft tlireer""' rallingbydi'grFn. fiimeinniiilii 
"tKCm alllliliiwiiabiillflud, ihin»iTlilc3iIlDiA<idu|Kiii 
" rcimed to firim to iherlghi and left; certain ln»oi«jle 
" vaponn reon u fdSia mj IbrehFud and innplcf, wbkb 
" afipr mrat, ffl""!"'!)' fl"™ " '""'"ti jraerilly "rc" 
" and depr^fi mv cjcb wiih a Df-py heaviTieri : nor vmold 
•'lomic.ihitwhilltibcr'iwureiiMnErnruiDderofDihr, 
■■ 1 na nianer lir down in m bal. >J<d tB-nnlan niy Ode, 
" bur a cop^GW Itffbi dKBloif dbi of mr Ibm tyeii anl ai 
" mr ligLii iliminiilied o^ry day, calouri eradually more 
'• nbTrive flilbgd out vith TehnKire; bat now iluc dte 

" it uled to wnir'iirelt' Id, NcTerllKlelli, ihr muHant aixl 
" CctiM darkncfl chat li before ,mc. ai well by niEht a> 

•_• uutwl^llitLkrmallDeliof I'shc ai tkron^b a chink." 
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Tcroraent, (which wts in troth more than he could 
have reaibnably hoped) he appeared as mnch in public 
as he formerly ufcd to do; and employing his friend 
Dr.* Paget to make choice of a third conibrt, on hit 
recommendation he married Elizabeth the daughter 
of Mr. Minflinl, a Chefliire gentleman, by whom he 
had no ifliie. Three daughters by his firft wife were 
then living, two of whom are iaid to have been very 
ienriceable to him in his ftudies : for, having been 
inftroded to pronounce not only the modem, but 
alio the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages, they 
read in their reipeOiTe originals whatever authors he 
wanted to confult, though they underilood none but 
their mother-tongue. This employment, however, 
was too unpleaiant to be continued for any long pro- 
cefs of time; and therefore he difmided them, to re- 
ceive an education more agreeable to their fex and 
temper. 

We come now to take a furvey of him in that point 
of view in which he will be looked on by all fncceed- 
Ing ages with equal delight and admiration. An in- 
terval of above twenty years had clapfed fince be 
wrote the Maik of Comus *, L' Allegro, * 96. 

U Penferofb, andLycidasf ; all in fuch tay. 

an ezquifite ftrain, that though he had left no other 
monuments of his genius behind him, his name had 
been immortaL But neither the infirmities of age 
and conftitution, nor the Ticiilitudes of fortune^ couH 



dcprcfs the vigoiu of hU mind, or divert it from Hxe- 
culing a defign he had long conceited of wriling an 
heroic poem ■. The FaU of Man ■*«» fubieft which he 
had lame years before fixid on for s tragedy, which 
tr intended to farm by the models of Antiquity; and 
Ibme, not without probability, fay the play opened 
with that fpeech in the Fourth Book of Paradife Loft, 
ter. ji. which ii uldrclTcd by Uttan to the Sun. 
Were it material, Ihelieve 1 could produceolher paf. 
thges which more plainly appear to have been origi- 
nally intended forthclcene. But whatercrtiulh there 

2;in tomoldhii fubjeCtia the form which it bears now 
before he had concluded hit controierfy wilh Salma- 
fms and More; when he had wholly bft the ufe o€ 
his eyes, and was forced to employ In the olScc of 
an amanueniit any friend who accidentally paid him 
a vifit. Yet, under all ihife dilcoiuageoienti and Ta- 
/ji-xi.t,. rions interruptions, in the year 1669 he 
publifhed his Paradile Loft f; the noblell Poem, nest 
to thofe of Homer and Vir^l, that ever the wit of 
man produced in any age or nation. Need 1 mention 
any other eiidcnccef its ineftimable worth, than that 
the tineftgeDittfct who have Aieceeded him have ever 
efteemed it a merit to relilh and illuftiate its beai^ 
ties ' whilft the critic who gazed, with lb much 



ibe cup;, bein ill 
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wmton mAlioe^on the nakedneTsof Shakefpearewhen 
he flept, after having * formally declared war againft 
it, wanted courage to make hit attack, fiufbed though 
he was with his conqnefti over Julius Caefar and the 
Moor ; which infolence his Mufe, like the other aflaf' 
lins of Cz&rf, feverely revenged on hcrfelf ; and 
not long after her triumph became her own execn<* 
tioner. Nor is it unworthy our obiervation, that 
though, perhaps, no one of our Englifli poets hath 
excited fb manjr admirers to imitate his manner, yet 
I think never any was known to afpire to emulation : 
even the late ingenious Mr< Philips, who, in the 
colours of (lyle, came the neareft of all the copiers to 
refemble the great original, made his diftant advances 
with a filial reverence, and re(bained his ambition 
within the fame bounds which Lucretius prefcribed 
to bis own imitation : 

Non tta certandi cttpidos, qnam |wopter amorem 
Qjiod T£ imitari aveo : quid mim contendat hiraodo 
C>ciil«?.-~" 

And now, perhaps, it may pafs for fi^ion what with 
great veracity I affirm to be faA, that Milton, after 
having, with much difficulty, prevailed to have this di- 
vine Poem licenfed for the prefs, could fell the copy 
for no more than fifteen pounds; the payment of 
which valuable confideration depended on the fale of 
three numerous imprefllons. So unreafonably may 

# The Tragedica of the laft agr confiJered, p, 141. 
t Vide Edjpir- 



pcrfDiial prqudice alTeflthciiioft excellent peiform- 

Aboiit two years xfter, together with Sarnfrjn Ago- 
Au.*i di. nillei, {a trag«iy not uimoilhy the Gre- 
cian ftage when Athtni was in her gloiy) he publith- 
ed Paradife Regain 'd ". But, Oh ! what a falling off 
was there! — Of which Ifliall fay no more, than that 
there is Tcarcely a more remarkafaU inthnce of the . 
frailty of human realbn than our Anthor gave in pre- 
ferring this Poem to Paradife Loft; nor a more in- 
ilniflive caution to the bell writers, to be wry dif- 
fident in deciding the merit of their own produAinnt. 

And thui, haTJag attended him tii the lixty-lixtli 
year of his age, ai clofely as fuch inpcrfefl lights as 
men of letters and retirement ufnally leare to guido 
our inquiry wonid allow, it Dour oaly remains to be 
An.«iM.ei-S7. recorded, that, in the year 1674, the 
gout put a period to his life at Bonhill near London ; 
from whence hii body was conveyed to St, Giles's 
church by Cripplegate, where It lies interred in the 
chancel; but neither has not wonts a monument to 
perpetuate his memory. 

In his youth he is faid to bate been extremely 
handfome : the colour of his hair was a light^brown ; 
the fymmetry of his features ejiafl, enliiened with 
an agreeable air, and a beautiful mixture of fair an<) 
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mddy; «liidioccafioiiedtheMvqiiUofViIbito^v« 
his Epignun the fiunc tors of thoogbt which Ore- 
goiy, Arch-deaoon of Rome, ha4 employed above a 
tbonfiuid yean before, in praifing the amiable com- 
pleziont of ibme EngUfli yonthf before their conrer* 
lion to Chriflunity *. Hit ftatqre (as we find it mea* 
fured by himfelf f) did not exceed the middle fize; 
neither too lean, nor oorpnlent; his limbs well pro« 
portioned, nervous, and a£tiTe; ienriceable in all ro- 
fpeAs to his exercifing the fword, in which be much 
delighted, and wanted neither (kill nor courage to 
refeot an affiront from men of the mod athletic oonr- 
(Htatiofls. In his diet he was abftemions ; not del|^ 
cate in the choice of his diHies; and fhiong liquors of 
all kinds were his averfion. Being too iadly convinced 
how much his health had (iiffered by night-ftodics in 
his younger years, he ufed to go early (ieldom later 
than nine) to reft, and rofe commonly before five in 
the morning. It is reported, (and there is a paflage 
in one of his Latin Elegies to countenance the tradi- 
tion) that his fancy nwde the happieft fiights in the 
Spring : but one of his nephews ufcd to deliver it as 
Milton's own obfervation, that his invention was in 
its higheft perfedHon from September to the Vetnal 
iEqoioox : however it was, the great inequalities to be 
found in his compoTures are ioconteftible proofs that, 

* Ut '"*"•• forma, decor, facin, moi, fi pirta* He 
tion Anglos, vcrum licrclr Antrlitt ipi'c furo. 
t Dcfenfio SecuDda, /. 87. Fgl, 
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hi 'ijsiiaiit £afbn8, he was but one of the people. When 
bliodoeis reftnuned him from other exerciTes, he had a 
machine tofwmg in for the prefervation of his health ; 
and diverted himfelf in his chamber with playing on an 
organ. His deportment was ere£t, open, a&ble; hb 
conTcriation eafy, cheerful, inihn^tive; his wit on all 
occafions at command, facetious, grave, or £itirical, as 
the fubje^t required. His judgment, wheii difengaged 
from religious and political fpcculations, was juft and 
penetrating; his apprehenfion quick; his memory 
tenacious of what be read ; his reading only not (b ex* 
tenfive as his genius, for that was univerfaL And 
having treafured up fucb immenle (lores of fcience, 
perhaps the faculties of his foul grew more vigorous 
after he was deprived of his ilght ; and his imagina- 
tion (naturally fublimc, and enlarged by reading hh 
mances *, of which he was much inamoured in his 
youth) when it was wholly ab(lra£ted from material 
objects, was more at liberty to make fuch amazing 
excuiTions into the ideal world, when, in compofing 
his Divine Work, he was teaipted to range 

Beyond the viiible dlonul fpherc 

With (b many accompUibmcnts, not to have had ibm« 
faults and misfortunes, to be laid in the balance with 
the fame and felicity of writing Paradife Lod, would 
have been too great a portion for humanity. 

ELijAu rENTo^^ 
• His Apul(>s>- fbr SmeA}xanum, p. 177. FtL 
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To thk tocount of Milton it my be proper to add 
ibnething concerniag hit fiunily. We (aid before, 
that lie had a younger brother and a fifter. Hir bro- 
ther, Chriftopher Milton, was a man of totally oppo- 
fite principles ; was a (bong Royalift, and after the 
CML war made his compofitioo throagh his brother*! 
intereft; had been entered yonng a (Indent in the In- 
ner Temple, of which houie he Uved to be an ancient 
bencher; and being a profe(led Papift, was, in the 
reign of James II. made a jodge and knighted ; bat 
icon obtained his qmetns by reafim of his age and 
infirmities, and retired to'Ipfwich, where he lived all 
the hitter part of his life. His (ifter, Anne Milton, 
bad a contiderable fortune given her by her father in 
marriage with Mr. Edward Philips, (fon of Mr. £d<» 
ward Philips of Shrewlbury) who coming young to 
London, was bred up in the Crown-oifice in Chan- 
cery, and at length became iecondary of tlie office 
under Mr. Bembo. By him (he had, befidcs other 
children who died infants, two ions, Edward and 
John. Among our Author's juvenile poems there is 
a copy of verics on the Death of a fair Infant dying 
of a cough ; and this being written in his 17th year, 
as it is (aid in the title, it may be naturally inferred 
that Mrs. Philips was elder than either of her brothers. 
She had likewiietwo daughters, Mary, who died very 
young, and AiMie, iirhp was living in 1694, by a fecond* 




hufband, Mr. Thnmas Agar, who fuccccdcd his intt- 
iBUt friend Mr. Philips in hit place ia the Cra«a> 
oDice, u'hich he enjoyed many yean, and left to Mr. 
Thomas Milton, Ton of Sir Chriftophcr before niea* 

Qui Author, b ir had four cbildren ; a 

fon, who died an ii e daughters, whornr- 

Tivcdhim. By hii . had enlyonedaugb* 

ter,w}iodicd Ibon--- ■■ cr, who died in diild- 

bed 1 and by hit li >e nid no children at alL 

His daughter! wet c to Ichool, but were in- 

flruftcd by a niilU>.i* ny^ it home for that purpole; 
and he himfelf, eicufmg the etdell on account of an 
impediment in her fpcech, taught the two others to 
read and pronounce Greek and Latin, and fcveral 
other languages, witliout underl>anding anyboc Eng- 
lilh, for he ufed to liiy that one tongue wst enough for 
a woman; but this employment wai veiy irkJbme to 
them, and tliis, together with the (harpnefi and leTc- 
rity of their mother-in-law, made them very unealy 
at homci and therefore they were all lent abroad to 
learn things mare proper for ttiem, and particularly 
embroidery in gold and AUcr. At Miltoo, at hit deaths 
left his aiiairs aery much in the power of his widow, 
tho' the acknowledged that he died worth One tbou- 
land live hundred pounds, yet (he allowed but one 
hundred pounds toeachof hitthreedaugbten. Amte, 
the cldelt, wp* 'i'-»"iit and dcfarmedj but luwl * «(• 
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Tf hancUbnie face; (be married a mafter-boUder, and 
died io efaiklbed of her firft child, who died with her. 
Marjr, thefeoond, lived and died (ingle. Deborah, the 
youngeft, in her father's life-time, went orer to Ire- 
land with a lady, and afterwards was married to Mr* 
Abraham Clarke, a weaver in SpitaKields, and died 
in Augnft 1717, in the 76th year of her age. She is 
faid to have been a woman of good nnder(hindingand 
genteel behaviour, though in low circum(hinces. As 
Ifae had been often called upon to read Homer and 
Ovid*s Metamorphoies to her father, (he could have 
repeated a con(iderable number of veries from the be- 
ginning of both thefe poets, as Mr. Ward, Profeflbr 
of Rhetoric in Grefham College, relates upon his own 
knowledge; and another gentleman has informed 
me, that he has heard her repeat feveral verfes like- 
wife out of Euripides. Mr. Addi(bn, and the other 
gentlemen who had opportunities of feeing her, knew 
her immediately to be MUton*s cUiughter by the fi- 
militude of her countenance to her father's piAure; 
and Mr. Addiibn made her a handibme prefent of a 
purfe of guineas, with a promiie of procuring for her 
feme annual provifton for her life; but his death hap« 
pening foon after, (he loft the bcne(it of his generour 
dcfign. She received prefents, likewi(e, from feveral 
other gentlemen, and Queen Caroline fcnt her (ifty 
pounds by the hands of Dr. Freind the phyfician. 
She had ten children, fevcn fons and three dav\<^v^\s\ 
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bat none of them had any children, exce|>t one of 
her (oDS, named Caleb, and one of her daughters, 
named Elizabeth. Caleb went to Fort St. George in 
the Eaft Indies, where he married, and had two Tons, 
Abraham and Ifaac; the elder of whom came to 
England with the late Governor Harriibn, but re- 
turned upon advice of his father's death, and whe- 
ther be or his brother be now living is uncertain. 
Elizabeth, the youngeft child of Mrs. Clarke, was 
married to Mr. Thomas Fofter, a weaver in Spital- 
fields, and had feven children, who arc all dead ; and 
Abhcrfelf is aged about (ixty, and weak and infirm. 
She &emeth to be a good plain fenfible woman, and 
has confirmed feveral particulars related above. 

To what has been faid in the Life, of our Author's 
having no monument, it may not be improper to add, 
that on inquiry at St. Giles's church, the fexton (hewed 
a fniall monument, which he faid was foppofed to be 
Milton's; but the infcription had never been legible 
itnce he was employed in that office, which he ha» 
poflefled about forty years. This, fttre, could never 
hare happened in Co fbort a fpace of time, unlefs the 
Epitaph had been indufVroufly erafed; and that fup- 
pofition carries with it (b much inhumanity, that we 
ought to believe it was not ereded to his memory. 



ADVEktlSEMENT. 

Th b works of Ihfieri6r g^ittfes have that infaticf, 
and often recdfc additions of ftrength and beauty i4 
the fereral iitoprcflions they undergo whilft their au- 
thors live: but the following Poem came into the 
Mtrorld, like the perlbiis Whom it celebrates, in a (hte 
of maturity. However, though in the firft edttfon it 
was difpoied into Ten Books only, Milton thought 
properdin the fec6nd, to makes new dWiiion of it into 
TweWe : not, I foppofe, with refpeO to the ^neis, 
(for he was, in both fen&s of the phra(e, above imi- 
tation) but more probably, becauie the length of the 
Seventh iind Tenth required a pauie in the narration, 
he divided them each into two; on which diftribu- 
tion, to the beginnin^r of thnfe Boolcs which are now 
the Eighth and Twelfth, he added the following ver- 
fes, which were neceflary to make a connexion. 

Book VXn. vtr* IV 

Ttie angel ended, flid im Adam's fear 
So charmiilc left hit voice, that hv a «rUle 
Tbottffht Um ftlll (>eaklag, (till Hood Sk'd to bear t 
Then a« new wsk'd At» gratefully reply'd. 



The latter half of tht^erCt was taken from this ^1 
the firft edition, 

To wtoa thai AdaAi getttf^My repi j'd- 

Voiume L C 



ftS CRITIQUE ON PARADISE LOST. 

cording as the A£Uod, which it relates, is more or left 
ib. This A£HoD (hould hav^ three qualifications in it. 
Firft, at ihould be but One A£tion : Secondly, it (hould 
be' ^n Entire Action : and, Thirdly, it (hould be a 
Great A£tion. To oonfider the Action of the Iliad, Mm 
field, and ParadUe Lod, in thefe three ieveral lights. 
•Homer, to preferve the Unity of his A^on, haftens 
into the midil of things, as Horace has obfenred ; 
had he gone up to Leda*s egg, or begun much later, 
crea at the rape of Hckii, or the invefting of Troy, 
it is manifeft that the (Vory of the poem would have 
been a feries of feveral Anions. He, therefore, opeos 
his poem with the 4i&ordof his princes, i|nd •rtlvlly 
interweaves, in the iererjil fuccecding parts of it, an 
^cpount of every thing material which rdates to then, 
and had paH^d before this fatal diflenfion. After the 
fame manner .£neas makes his firft uppcaranceio th^ 
Tyrrhcqe ieas, and within fight of Italy, bocaufe thft 
A£Hon proposed to be celebrated yu that of his iet- 
tling him&lf in Latium : but bQcaufe it was nocefla* 
ry fqr the reader to knfiw what hi4 happened to hii9 
in the taking of Troy, and in the preceding parts of 
his voyage, Virgil makes his hero ralate it by way of 
cpifode, in th^ iccond aqd third books pf the .£neid; 
the contents of both whic^ hooks com« before thoib 
p( the firft book in the thread of the ftory, thon^» 
for preferving of this Unity of Action, they follow it 
ig the difpoiition of the poem. Milton, in tmitatioii 
^/"^c/^tivo great poets, opens his Paradife hod with 



— aiteliii iiiiliil piitniHt tiw faU of Bton, «hkh 
l^thc rAftiott be luopaftA to cddttate^ mnd-as for 
iMbtfwt aftiooi, tlw Iwttk of the angds, and tbe 
cradioo of ihit.wQMii(yiMApUocdtd inpofait of 
tiat, — d mJAAt im ay opinton, wmlil have edtirdy 
^dbttfod tibe Uidir •'f Us Triii^ Adibn, had ho 
nlttoi thian la thoiuM oidar that thof happened) 
h»c«ft«h«*iBto the Vlill^ SMi^aiidSeva 
bf^wif of flpiUe'tDrthk'Boble Foen. 
.. AiUbtle hhiiftlf albin» that HooMT hai nothing 
tobooftofMtothpUnitfof hiiFabiOythoiig^ at 
the &me ttme, thatifnat cikie and philosopher en- 
iklfwi to paihiln thk hap a rfafM on in the Greek 
poet^ ifAmffifiiag h, hi June jafaifiire, to the very 
natareofancpiepocau Some ImYe been of Opinion 
tliat tiie .£neid alio labonrs in this particular, and 
has epi£)des which aiay be looked upon as excres- 
cences rather than as parts of the Action. On the 
contrary, the Poem which we hare now under our 
confidoration hath no other epiibdes than fuch as na« 
tOrally ariie.from the fubjed, and yet is filled with 
fuch a multitude of aftoniOiing incidents, that it gires 
us at the fiune time a pleafure of the greateft variety, 
and of the greateft iimplicity ; uniform in its nature, 
though dtrerfified in the execution. 

I ffluft obferve alio, that as Virgil, in the poem 
which was deiigned to celebrate the original of the 
Roman empure, 1]as ddCcribcd the birth ol \Xs ^xcaX 

\\\ 
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great rivaUthe Carthaginian commonwealth, Milton, 
with the like art, in his Poem on ^e fall of Man, 
has related the iali of thoTe angels who ar^ his pro^' 
fciled enemies, fiefide the many other beauties in 
fuch an epifode^ its rtknning parallel with the great 
A€tion of the Poem hinders it frQm breaking the Unity 
ib much as another epiibde would haye done that had . 
pot ib great an affinity with the principal fpbjef^. In 
fhort, this is the fame kind of beauty which the cri- 
tics adnntiv in the Spaniih Frifr^ or, the Double DiA 
ix)very, where the two difi*crent plots look like coun- 
terparts and copies of one another. 
. The feoond qualification required in ^ Action of 
an epic poem is, that it (hoold be an entire Action. 
An Adion is entire when it is complete in all Its parts ; 
or, as AriAotle defcribes it, when it coniifVs of a be-? 
ginning, a iniddle, and an end. Nothing (hould go 
before it, be intermixed with it, or follow after it, 
that is not related to it ; as, on thf contrary, no finglc 
ilep (hould be ofnitted in that ju(> and regular pro«> 
greis which it muft be fuppofed to take from its ori- 
ffinal to it$ ^onfumination. Thus we fee the anger of 
Achilles in its birth, its continuance, and effects ; and 
Mucsa's fettleroent in Italy carried on through all 
the oppoHtions in his wi^y to it both by fca and land* 
The A€Hon in Milton excels, I think, both tlie former 
in this particular; we fee it contrived in Hell, execu- 
fej upon Earth, and puniihe^ by ijeayeu. The part| 
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of it are told in the moft diftin£fc manner, and grow 
<lat of one another in the moft natural order. 

The third qualificatiim of an epic poem is its Great* 

nefs. The anger of Achilles was of (iich conieqoenoe 

that it embroiled the kings of Greece, deftroyed the 

(leroesof Afia, and engaged all the gods in factions* 

^neas*s iettlement in Italy prodoccd the Casfars, and 

gave birth to the Roman empire. Milton's ibbje^l 

was dill greater than either of the former; it does 

pot determine the fate of fingle peribns or nations, ' 

bnt of a whole fpccies. The united powers of Hell are 

joined together for ttw deftm^tionof mankind, which 

they effe^ed in part, and would hare completed, had 

not Onmipotence itfcif interpoied. The principal ac^ 

tors are Man in his greateft perfection, and Woman 

an her highefl beauty. I'heir enemies are the fallen 

Angels ; the Meifiah tlieir friend, and the Almighty 

their protedor. In fhprt, every thing that is great in 

the whole circle of being, whether within the verge 

of Kature or out of it, has a proper part aiCgned it 

in this admirable Poem. 

In poetry, as in architeClnre, not only the whole, 
but the principal members, and every part of them, 
ihoold be great. I will not prefume to fay that the 
book of Games in the ^neid, or that in the Iliad, are 
not of this nature; nor to reprehend Virgil's fimile 
of the Top, and many other of the fame kind in the 
Iliad, as liable to any cenfure in this particular v Wt. 
I think wc mav fey, withofut ^cxc>i^\vs\^^'^<^^!^ ^5^rS- 
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cumfcribe the AfHon of an epkpoem within any ds' 
terminnl number of ycari, days, or hours. Bill of 
thii more particulaily hereafter. 

HariDg examined the ACtiaa of ParadiTeLoU, let 
ui, in the next place, confider the Aflon. Thii !■ 
Ariftotle'i method of eonfidering ; lirft, the Fable; 
and, fecondly, the Manners ; or, as wc generally call 
them in EngtiOi, the Fable and the Chanfters. 

Homer hai excelled all the hemic poets that erer 
wrote ia the multitude and variety of his Chanftert. 
£very god that is admitted into his poem aOs a part 
which would haie been fuitablelo noothei deity. Hil 
ptincei are ai much diningutlhed by their manners ai 
by (heir dominions; and erenthofc among them wholbj 
chatafleri leem wholly made up of counge, differ froin 1 
one another as to llie particular kinds of eourage inr j 
vhich they eiiccl. In fhort, there is fcarce a fpcech or 
aftion in the Iliad which the reader may not afciibe to 
theperlbnihatlpeaksor a^i, without Teeing hii namo 
at the head of it. 

Homer does not only outlhinc all other poets ini I 
tlie variety, but aUb in the novelty of lut Charaani^ 
He his introduced among his Grecian princes aperibM 
who had lived in three ages of men, and conrcHeM 
with Theftoi, Hercules, Polyphemu*, and the iirft 
race of heroei. HisprindpalAftor is the Ton of agod- 
defs. not to mention the offspting oF otiier deitiOf 
who haTc likewile a place in his poem, and the venM 
jxi/e Trojaa prince mho wa* the father of fo numJ 



kkfi tad hoocb 3]ien2t b tlicfe ftfCfd ChariOcrt 
■f Hftwftr > <wfito J%nityp as mii m nofdtf, which 
wdapu tkoB IftaaMiivptKaliaHr auHUicr t»the natm* 
•fiA ImnIc poemt thM^»,attke ftmc time/to i^to 
tlMMthc |K«tir faifalf , 1m hat dcfaibod a Viilcan» 
that by a hoftoo. aaMBg hb gods, aad aTheriites 
■laathtiMMTttali 

. Vvx''^Albfaiiiiiitclfihoitflf.HbaMiatheChanc- 
tea of bb paoPB^both at to thcb variety and novelty. 
Jgiimi \t ladrcri a |Mirft>ft rhaniftrr IniT m for A rhitrt; 
theagh he b flykd tha hcw'i friend, he doct nothing 
ihtlievriiokpMiwhkiiauiydeftrTethat title. Gyai,. 
Wi»iflhwii,Beigetot«PdC!Uiai»thaf,ai:caUofthcin. 
aMB tf ^a ikaM flaaoi aiid chafa£br« 

i » w^>^^^^^^^a ^B^^^n.. ^sH^M^^Mi^B da^^^MlUHMA. art W 

.Thefe are, indeed, ievend very natural incidents ii> 
the part of Aftanius, as that of Dido cannot bo 
fiiffidcntly admired. I do not ice any thing new or 
jMTticnlar in Tvraus. Pallas and £rander are remote 
CDpiesof He^lor and Priani, as lianfus and Meztotius 
an almoft parallels to Pallas and £vander. The cha- 
ncers of Nifus and Enrialus are beautiful, but com-- 
mon. We muft not forg^ the parts of Sinon, Camilla, 
and ibaie few others, which are fine improvements on 
the Greek poet. In Au>rt, there is neither that variety 
nor novelty in the perions of the .£oeid, which we 
meet with in thofe of the Iliad. 

If we look into the Characters of Milton, 77t ^nai^ 
find that be ha wtroduccd all th« vatittY Vvv& ia\>\^ 
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was capable of rtteiving. The whole fpcciei of ig 
kind "H! in two pcifoni, at the time to whidi d 
fubjcdt of his Poem is confined. Wc haie.Kowi 
four diltiaft Cfaaraden in theft two pcrfon 

tion, and in the moft ahjeQ Hate of guilt and infira 
ty. 'I'hc tito Uft Charafter; ate, indeed, very cc 
and olivinui, but the two firfl ire not only mot 
nificent, bat more iic« than any Chara^ri cithe 
Virgil <irHonier,oi indeed in The whale circle of Nan) 

Millon wx fo ftniible of this defeft in the rnbj 
of hh Poem, and of the few Chara£let! 
him, that he has brought into il two aflors of a ff 
dowy and tiftitioDS nature, in the pctfbni of Sin 
Death, liy nhich means he hai wrongbtin 
of his fable I very boutiful and well-in len ted altegorn 
hut notwitlVaoding the fineneft uf Mb allegory maf 
atone for il ill fome meafiire, ! cannot think that pep* 
fons nf fuch a ehnnerical exijlence are proper AftoM 
in an epie poem ; bocaule there Is not that incafurOdl 
probabiiityannCKedto them which isiequiritein wtlll 
ings of thii^ kind.as 1 1hall (hnw more at large hereaft« 

Virgil has, indted. admitted Fame as an (^Orcft M 
the jl'lneid; but the part Ihe afls h very Ihorl, anA 
none of themoA admired circumftancc^ in that divisC 
work. We find in mock-heroic poems, particiitaily hi 
the Difpcnfary, and the LQtrln.rncrtil allegorical petM 

compofiiiop!, and may, perhaps, be nfed as an argu^ 
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toent that the authors of them were of o|miioii fach 
charaAers might have a place in an epic work : for 
my own part, I (hodd be glad the reader woald thbk 
ib for the fake of the Poem I am now examining, and 
mnft farther add, that if inch empty mifnbftantial 
heings may be e? er madenfeof on thisoccafion, never 
were any more nicely imagined, and employed in more 
proper actions, than tlioie of which I am now fpcak- 
ing. 

Another principal a^r in this Poem is the great 
enemy of mankind. The part of Ulyfies in Homer's 
Odydey is very much admired by Ariftotk, as per- 
plexing that fable with very agreeable plots and in- 
tricacies, not only by the many adventures in his 
voyage, and the fubtlety of his behaviour, but by the 
various concealments and difcoveries of his perlbn in 
ieveral parts of that poem : but the crafty being I 
have now mentioned makes a much longer voyage 
than Ulyfles, puts in pradice many more wiles and* 
fhntagems, and hides himfelf under a greater variety 
of ibapes and appearances, all of which are fevenlly 
detcAed, to the great delight and furprife of the 
reader. 

We may likewiie ob(erve with how much art the 
Poet has varied feveral characters of the perfbns that 
fpcak in his infernal aflembly. On the contrary, how 
has he reprefented the whole Godhead exerting itfelf 
towards man, in its full benevolence, undet \V\^>^\\^^- 
Volume X. I> 



fold di(tin€Hoik of a Creator, a Redeemer, and a €om- 
Ibrter J ■ 

Nor.muft we omit the pierion of Raphael, who, z^ 
midft hU tenderneft and friendlhip for man, /hows 
Aich a dignity and condefcenfion in all his fpeech and 
behaviour as are fnitable to a fuperior nature. The 
togels Are indeed as much direrfified in Milton, and 
dilHiignifhed by their proper ))irts, as the gods are in 
Homer or Virgil. The reader will find nothing afcribedi 
to Uriel; Oftbriel, Michael, or Rkphae|, which is not 
in a particular manner fuitabk to their refpe^tirff 
characters. 

There is another circnmftance In the principal aAor» 
of the Iliad and ^neid which gives a pecvliar beautf 
to thofe two poems, and wds therefore contrived with 
Irery great judgment ; I mean the authors having cIkh 
ien for their heroes perfons who were {o nearly related 
to the people for whom they wrote. Achilles was ai 
f&reek, and ^neas the remote founder of Rome : by 
this means their countrymen (whom they principally^ 
propofed to themfelves for their readers) were paiti- 
tularly attentive to ail the parts of their H^ory, and 
fympathized with their heroes in all their adventures. 
A Roman could not but rejoice in the efcapes, fuc 
cedes, and victories of .£neas, and be grieved at any 
defeats, misfortunes, or difapptMutments that befel, 
him ; as a Greek mu(l have had the fame regard for 
Achilles ; and it is plain that each of thofe poems have 
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I JofttMipMiMlwiiliyifcWui^igihufc latJcmtd^riwi 
I their, iiuiwi WW » ti^%m^^ jMSatat pcrftni^f • 

if l« i | w iih l r itt.fuf «f its wwIbw, whatever aatidn, 
cN^^lsf ,'grpeBpk, Iwltaf Iwlolig to, aot to be idatcd 
tothepafimtwIiomtlMpriiielpBlaQoniiiit; but 
«lifct iS'ffU.iafiirilelf VMie to its iftlfiottge, the 
prine^Mil«ttOM'in:tidv:9benriR set ealf our pixige* 
aiMrtyliit ear npMiaititlfei : we lave aa tOiud in- 
lmft:i» kwtif tldag •llief doy'uid no left than our 
•Idrall iiqi|daefii if eoBoirad^' and liM at flake, in all 
their belniVKMfr*- ' 

.M:flnttittl)«araf« coraikiy.ta the foregobg re* 
Marie, an adml r ahM oii ft iT H hi tt ont ef Ariftotie, Which 
hath been rery nraefa mifirepieiented in the quotations 
of Some modern critics. ' If a man of perfect and con* 
' innmate virtue falls into a misfortune, it raifes our 

* pity, bat not oor terror ; becauie wcdo not fear that 
' it may be onr own caie, who do not reiemble the 

* (hflering peribn :' but, as that great phiioibpbce 
adds, * If we iee a man of Tirtoe, mizt with infirmi? 

* ties, foil into any misfortune, it does not only raiie 
' oar pity but our tenor; beeanie we are lafraid that 
' the like misfortunes may happen to ourfelves^, whft 
' rcTemble the charaAer of the fuffiaring perfbn.* • 

1 (hall only remark in this place, that the foregoing 
obfenration of Ariftotie, though it may be true ia 
other oocafions, does bo^ hold in this ; becaoTc m \!^i 
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prcleat care, ihoiigh the perrnns who 
tune ire of the moft perfc^ and ronrumniBtc viitne, 
il t! oat Co be nmlidered as whit raif potTMy be, tmt 
» hat aftually is, our own cafe, finie we are embarit- 
til H'ich tltcm on the lame botlom, and mud be pic>- 
t^kerf of their happineffi or zmfer^. 

In this, anil jbmc other very few inflaneei, AH- 
Ootle's ni lei for epic poctty, whicli he iud drawn fram 
liii letle^ons upon Homer, cannot be fiippored to 
Iqiiirceiaflly with the hBroic poems which have been 
mude fince his time, lince it is eridcnt to every Im- 
partial judge his rules would Itill have been more per- 
fcft could he have perufcd the .£ncid, which was made 
Ibme hundred years after hii death. 

We hare already takeaa geneial Turrey of the Fable 
and Chara^ri in Milton 't Paradife Lo(t : the patU 
which remain to be conliderecl, according to Aiiftotle'l 
niechod, ate tlK ScnCinents and (he Langnage. Be^ 
fore I enter upon the lirft of thefe, I mult aircrtiCt 
my rcaderthatitismydeitgn, asfoonat I hare Gtil&- 
ed my general reflections on thefe four leieral head*, 
to give particular inAances out of the Poem now be* 
fore us of beauties and impetfe^ons vrhidi may be 
oblerved under each of them, as aUo of fuch other 
paiticulars al may not properly fall under any of 
them. This I thought in lo premiie, that the rcadci J 
may not jodgetoohaftilyof this piece of CriticiTm, oel 
look upon it n imperfcfl, before he has fcea t he uihal»J 
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- The Sentiments, in tn epic poem, mre the thooghtc 
and behivioiir which the author aicribes to the perr 
Tons whom be iotrodooet, and are jnft, when they are 
conformable to tlte charafters of the iereral persons. 
The Sentiments hare itkewife a relation to things as 
well as perfons, and are then perfeft when they are 
Aich as are adapted to the iiibjedt. If in either of thcfe 
cafes the poet endeavours to ai;gue or evplain, to mag- 
nify or diminiih, to raiic lore or hatred, pity or ter- 
ror, or any other paffion, we ought to confider whe- 
ther the Sentiments he makes uie of are proper for 
thoie ends. Homer is cenibred by the critics for his 
defe£k as to this particuUr in federal parts of the |Uad 
and Odyfley, though, at the iame time, thofe who 
have treated this great poet with candour» have at- 
tributed this defeat to the times in which he lived. It 
was the fault of the age, and not of Homer, if there 
wants that delicacy in ibme of his fentiments which 
now appears in the works of men of a much inferior 
genius. Befides, if there are blemifhes in any particu* 
lar thoughts, there is an infinite beauty in the greateft 
part of them. In Oiort, if there are many poets who 
would not have fallen into the meannefs of fbme of 
his fentiments, there are none who could have rifcn 
up to the greatncTs of others. Virgil has excelled al) 
others in the propriety of his fentiments. Milton 
fhines likewife very much in thb particular : nor muft 
^e omit one confideration which adds to his hanou^c 
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and'reptitatbn; Homer and Virgil introduced pef£bns 
^ofe dh^a£ters are coMmonly known among men« 
and fuch as are to be met with either in biftory or in 
ordinary convcrliitioif. Mtlton*s charaAeri, moft of 
theiki, lie out of nature, tinA were to be formed pure- 
ly by his own inTentiorf* It ftiowa a greater genius in 
Shakefpeare to have drawn his Gsdyban than hb Uot- 
Qmr or Jnlius Casfar : . the one was to be fnpplied out 
of his own imagination, wberea* the other might 
have- been formed upon tradition, hiftovy and ob(er« 
vation. It was much eafier, therefore, for Homer to 
find proper (entiments-for an aflembly of Orecian ge^ 
nerals} than for Milton to diverHfy his infernal coun- 
cil' with proper characters, and infpire them with a 
vaH^ty of fentiments. The loves of Dido and .£Beas 
are only-copies of what has pafled between other per- 
ions.' Adam and Eve before the fall are a different 
{pedes from that of mankind, who are deicended from 
tfiein ; and none but a poet of the mod unbounded 
hiViention, and the moft exquifite judgment,, could 
have filled their conveHation and behaviour with fb 
teany apt circumfbinces during theii (hie of innocence. 
Nor is it fuffident for an epic poem to be filled with 
fuch thoughts as are natural, unlefs it abound alio 
with fuch as are fublime. Virgil in this particular falls 
ihort of Homer. He has not indeed fo many thoughts 
that are low and vulgar; but at the fame time has 
not fo many thoughts that are fubiime and noble. 
JJi»: auth ofit 2s, V'lrgA fddorn lifcs into very afto- 
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nifhifig fentlments where be » not fired bf the Uiad: 
he every where chsmis and.pleaies ns by the foree'o£ 
his own genius, but felddm elerates and tranfports 
OS where he does not fetch his hints from Homer. - 

Milton's chief talent, and indeed his diftinguiihihg 
excellence, lies in thefiiblimityof histhooghts. There 
are others of the Modems whoriTal him in every other 
part of poetry ; but in the greatnefs of hb Sentiments 
he triumphs over all the poets, both modem and an- 
cient, Homer only excepted. It is impoflible for the 
imagination of man to diftend itfelf with greater ideas 
than thoie which he has laid together in his Firft, Se- 
cond, and Sixth Books. The Seventh, which defcnbes 
the creation of the world, is likewife wondierfully fnb- 
lime, tho* not Co apt to (Ur up emotion in the mind 
of the reader, nor, confequeotly, fo perfect in the epic 
way of writing ; becauie it is filled with lefs action. 
Let the judicious reader compare what Longinos has 
observed on feveral paflages in Homer, and he will 
find parallels for mod of them in the Paradife Loft. 

From what has been (aid we may infer, that as there 
are two kinds of Sentiments, the natural and the fub* 
lime, which are always to be purihcd in an heroic poem, 
there are alio two kinds of thoughts which are care- 
fully to be avoided. The firft are fuch as are aliened 
and unnatural, the fccond fuch as are mean and vul- 
gar. As foi the firft kind of thoughts, we meet with 
little or nothing that is like them in Virpl; K<t^-»fl» 
none of thofe trifilog points and ^utv'XvVv.^* ^^:«^- "^^^ 
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ib often to be met with in Ovid, none of the epigram* 
matic turns of Lucan, none of thofe fwelling fenti- 
ments which are {o freqtiently in Statins and Ckudian, 
none of thofe mixed cmbelUnimeots of Tadb; Every 
thing is ja (I and natural. 'His Sentiments fhow that 
he had a pierfe£b infightinto humaln .nature, and that 
be knew every thing which was the mod proper to 

Mr. Dryden has in foroe places, which I may here- 
after take notice of, miirepreiented Virgirs Way of 
thinking as to this particular, in the tranflation he 
has given us' of the JEnad, I do not remember that 
Homer 'any where falls into thie faults above ilien- 
tioned, which were indeed the falfe refinements of 
bterages. Milton, it mnft be confeft, has fbmetime& 
entd in this rerpe£t, as Llfaall (hew more at largt ib 
another |iiii>er; though, confidering all the poets of 
the age in which he writ were inibAed with this wrong 
way of thinking, he is rather to be admired that he 
did not give more into it, than that he did ibraetimcs 
comply with the vicious tafte which (till prevails {o 
much among modern writers. 

But fince feveral thoughts may be natural which 
are- low and grovelling, an epic poet (hould not only 
avoid fuch feotiments as are unnatural or afTe^ed, 
but al(b fuch as are mean and vulgar. Homer has 
opened a great field of raillery to men of more deli- 
cacy than greatnefs of genius, by the homelincfs of 
/a/7<? o/Jj/s fctftimcnts : but, ^s I have before ^Xdf 
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theie are rather to be imputed to the (unplidtf of the 
age in which he lived, to which I may alio add, of 
that wMch he defcribed, than to any tmperfe£tion in 
that divine poet. Zoilos among the Andents, and 
Monfiear Pcrrault among theModernc, pulhed their 
ridicule very far upon him, on account of ibmc fuch 
fentiments. There is no blemifh to be obfervtd in 
Virgil under this head, and but a very few in Milton. 
I fliall give but one inftance of this impropriety of 
thought in Homer, and at the fame time compare it 
with an inftance of the (amc nature both in Virgil and 
Milton. Sentiments which raife laughter can very 
feldom be admitted with any decency into an heroic 
poem, whoie bufinefs is to excite pafCons of a much 
nobler nature. Homer, however, in his charaAers of 
Vulcan and Therfites, in his hiftory of Mars and 
Venus, in his behaviour of Irus, and in other pafTages, 
has been obierved to have lapfed into the bnrlefque 
character, and to have departed frdm that ferious air 
which feems eftential to the magnificence of an epic 
poem. I remember but one laugh in the whole ^neid, 
which rifes in the Fifth Book upon Monoetes, where 
he is reprefented as thrown over^board, and drying 
himfelf opon a rock. But this piece of mirth is fb well 
timed, that the fevereft critic can have nothing to isy 
againft it, for it is in the book of Games and Diver- 
Tions, where the reader's mind may befuppofcd to be 
fufficiently relaxed for fuch an entertainment. The 
only piece of plea&ntry in P»md\£c V.o^V"^ N^5^five^^ 
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:If clearneTsmnd pcrfpicuity were only to be con* 
fbked, the poet wonld have nothing elie to do bat 
to clothe his thoughts in the moft plain and natural 
ezprelGons. But iince it often happens that the mod 
obvioos phrafes, and thofe which are ufcd in ordinary 
oonvcriation, become too £imiliar to the ear, and 
oontrad a kind of meannefs by paiCng through the 
mouths of the vulgar, a poet (honld take pardcular 
care to guard himfclf again ft idiomatic ways of fpeak- 
ing. Ovid and Lucan have many poornefles of cx- 
prefCon upon this account, as- taking up with the 
firft phra/es that offered, without putting themfelves 
to the trouble of looking after fuch as would not only 
be natural, but alio elevated and fublime. Milton has 
but a few failings in this kind, of which, however, 
you may meet with fbme inftances, as in the follow- 
ing paOages. 

EmliriM ani Idiot*, eremitet and Men 
Whitci black, and graj, with all their tmmpcrx. 
Here pilgrims roam — •• 

— — A whUe difcourfe they h»ld. 
No fear left dinner cool ; when thns begaQ 
Our anthor>~— 

Who of all ages to focceed, bat feeling 
The evil on him brought by me will cnrfe 
My head, ffl fare onr anceftor Imporc, 
For chi« w« mi^ thank Adam«~—— 

The great mafters in compofition know very well 
that many an elegant phrafe becomes improper for 
a poet or an orator when it has been debafed by com- 
mon ufe. For this reafon the works of ancient authors. 
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which are written in dead langni'ges, haTe a great ad- 
vantage over thofc which are written in languages 
that are now fpoken . Were there any mean phrafes or 
idioms in Virgil and Homer, they would not (hock the 
ear of the rooft delicate modem reader ib much a^ 
they would have done that of an old Greek or Roman, 
becaufe we never hear them prononnced in oor (fareets, 
or in ordinary converiation. 

It is not therefore fufficient that the Language of 
an epic poem be perfpicuous, anlefs it be Ufb fublime. 
To this end it ought to deviate from the common 
forms and ordinary phrafes of fpeech. The judgment 
of a poet very much difcbvers icfelf in (hunning the 
common' roads of expreilion, without foiling into fuch 
Ways of fpeech as may feem ftiifand unnatural; he 
muft not fwetl into a falfc fubUme, by endeavouring 
to avoid the -other extreme. Among ttie Greeks MC- 
chylus, and fometimes Sophocles, were guilty of this 
fault; among the Latins Claudian and Statins; and 
among our own countrymen Shakcfpearc and Lee. 
In thefe authors the affectation of grettnefs often 
hurts the perfpicuit>' of the ftyle, as in many others 
the endeavour aft erperfpicuity prejudices its gtcatncfs. 

Ariflotle has obferved, that the idiomatic flyle may 
be avoided, and the fublime formed, by the follow- 
ing methods. Firft, by the ufe of metaphors : fnch 
arc thofc in Milton. 

Imparadls'd la one anotlier't aUnt* 

Volume I, "fi. 
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— ~Aiid in hit liaad • reed 
Sto6d waving dpc with fire*'— > 
Hie grdty dodt now calv*d-~— 
Spangled with eyei — •• 

In thcTe, and innumerable other indances, the ttie- 
taphors are tery bold, but juft; I mud, however, 
pbfenre, that the metaphors are not thick fown in 
Milton, which always iavours too much of wit; that 
they never clafh with one another, which, as Ariftotlo 
obfenres, turns -a fentence into a kind of enigma or 
riddle ; and thathe feldom has recourfe to them where 
the proper and natural words will do as well. 

Another way of railing the Language, and giving it 
a poetical turn, is to make ufe of the idioms of other 
tongues* Virgil is iull of the Greek forms of fpeech, 
which the critics call Hellenifms, as Horace, in his 
Odes, abounds with them much more than Virgil. I 
need not mention the feveral diale^Vs which Homer 
has made ufe of for this end. Milton, in conformity 
with the practice of the ancient poets, and with Ari- 
Ootle*srule, has infufed a great many JL^tinifmsaswell 
as Grscifms, and fi)metimes Hebraifms, into the bn- 
guage of his Poem ; aS towards the beginning of it ; 

Nor did tliejr not prrccive the evil pliglu 

In which they were, or the fierce painx not feel* 

Yet to their gen'ral'a voice they Toon obey'dr 

Who fliall tempt with wand*ring feet 

llie darlc unbottom'd infinite abyfs* 
And throngh the palpable obfcnre find am 
His nnconth way» or fpread hit airy fligUc 
Upborne with indefntlsable wingi 
Over the vaft abrupt I 

So both afccnl 

/ji the vinous ofCod'-^-^ ^« "^f 



tfadgrthteKwd'aMiy fcc wcfconeJ the-phdng the 
wi^U&n after tlM^iobatiitifC, the tnmQiefitkm of 
woAifkut tqniiiBg the edjcdive imto « Ifabflindfey 
wkh fiwenl otMk fiiragB nodet oif Ipecchi whicn 
tUi l^ott het BiUmlaegto yfc Ins verft dieipmtcr 
ftnidy aod rafow K ent of praie* 

The tfaM jnethod mentfioned bf AriOotle is what 
agrees iHlth the geahis of the Onek hngoage more 
than with that ofaay other toogue, and is therefore 
flKnenledbf Homer than bfanfotlier poet; Imcaa 
the icflgthoBAQg of a phrafe-hy tfaeadditioii of words 
wUeh oMf «ldidr-be inicrted or omtttedy as aUbbf 
the cstOBdlAgia'^aoBtaiang of paitiCBhUi words^ hf 
the inftrtifMMfroliiffioii of certain Nibbles. Milton 
haspnt iirpfa£Hcdjtliis method of raifinghsii language, 
as for as the natore of our tongue will permit, as in 
the paflkge al»ve mentioned, er«wa7r, for what is her- 
mit, in common.diicourfe. If you obierire the mca- 
iiueof his verie, he has with great judgment iupprefled 
a fyllable in ftrcral words, and (hortened thoie of two 
iyllables into one, by which method, befides the above- 
mentioned advantage, he has given a greater variety 
to his numbers : but this practice is more particularly 
remarkable in the names of perfons and of countries, 
as Beelzebub^ lUffelMm^ and in many other partiailars, 
wherein he has either changed the name, or made ufe 
of that which is not the mod commonly known, that 
he might the better depart from the langjoa^t ol x^cv^ 
mlgar. E.^ . 




Che Cioe n*fiMinnwtBniA«d io kiB ferenl dU 

Wi">lv »h>ch>lla«Blt«lui ftem ipfKar the me 
It m 1 1 jU, tad gno it ■ potcr sr trf uitkintr. 

I (nail likcwi^ukcDOCiR that liunmc in Bfilti 
titail wHdt Of bit ovni adniag, u Oii auiu, m^ 
,'r/::-'J, teii'iofm'J, nut&i^fri atostf , Had nuny- ptfaciK 
It tne nadcr is oftnded at Ihii Hfacttyin oorBa^Bi 
pne:, I Toold tccaamciicl him lo » dilccmHc in f*l»> 
t^r^-h, which Ihofft tu hov frfqucflC^y HcKacrhamii 
aiJ i'- [he laroe liberty. 

Mil:«i, byllieibo>e-in«nHMieilhclpE,iiidbf tk 
ch.>>re of [be Doblcft vordi itnl phnfa vhicK a 
(iH^^Tv: tfiTuid iJford hitn,hucnTi«ioi]i LangQascto 
1 i.-i,vr bcighth thin any of the EnglilTl ports bar 
-vtr '^iBc beraR or tfttr him. and made (beftUi 
a,.fv -^ tafilTkcqaaltoChiioihuSiDdinaiti.. 

[ :vin>s bnn the more paniculir in tbde obfava* 
>:„». jir t|lfc>D's Style, bccaafc h 
V /..Wi'hcippcart the moD ringuUr. The remark* 
f ,..,.. fWw made upon the praflice of olh« po^bs, 
r'r!, iiu' >*>^<'n*ationi out of Ariftoile. will petbips 
.(i^i-'Mi- 1*1*" ^ejudice which fome hive ulten U 
^ „.— iHiM*' Mn account : though, after all, I ma& 
.„...w:: ^,if i think hii Style, thoogh admin 

|! . .1. [!(. irjme placet too tnneh ftiflcncd ai 

u„...i .ii( ((!•« (tJMlicnt uft of thofe methodi whidi 
^,j.i ,..k,.|4^-- f*«4i;tihed for the railing of it. 

, ,|^^^^lli" -^ •'■ile fewral ways or fpe«± 

,.1,1 1. -Vift ngnage^aodwitbB 
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Milton fau Saytry nach enriched, lad in feme placet 
darkened, the language of hit Poem, wat the more 
proper for hit ufe, becauie his Poem it written in 
blank verfe. Rhyme, without any other alGftance* 
throws the language off from profe, and very often 
makes an indiilerent phrafe pais unregarded; but 
where the verie is not built upon rhymes^ there pomp 
of found, and energy of exprcffion, are Indifpeniably 
neceflary to fnpport the ftyle, and keep it from fall- 
ing into the flatneis of profe. 

Thole who hate not a tafte for this eleratfen of 
Style, and are apt to ridicule a poet when he goes out 
of the common forms of Cxpreffion, would do well to 
fee how Ariibtlehastreatcd an ancient author, called 
Euclid, for his inlipid mirth upon this occaiion. Mr* 
Dryden u(ed to call this ibrt of men his profe critics. 

I (hould, under this head of the Language, confidcr 
MUton*s Numbers, in which he has made ufe of (everal 
elifions that are not 'cudomary among other £ngli(h 
poets, as may be particularly obierved in his cutting 
off the letter 7*, when it precedes a toweL This, and 
feme other innovations an the meaAire of his verfe, 
has varied his Numbers in fuch a manner as makes 
them incapable of fatiating the ear and cloying the 
reader, which the fame uniform meafure would cer- 
tainly have done, and which the perpetual returns of 
rhyme never fail to do in loog narrative poems. I 
fhall dofc thefe rcflcAions upon the Language of ?9r 
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radife Loit, wltk- ob£ervbg that.MUtoa' has copied 
ftft(;r Ifa«i«c».«^9thar than Virgil^in the len^h of his 
pcr)o4s, the copioofnefs of his phraies, and the run- 
ning oriufrvo^s into one another..;. 

I have oo!ir conHdered Milton*& Pxradifc Lbft under 
ihcCc fonr^ieatjicads of the Fable, the'Charaaers, 
the SentimeatSy and the Language^ -and have (hown 
that he eiocels^ io general, under each of thefe heads. 
I hope that I ^ve made iemeral difboferies which may 
appear new, even to thofe who are verfed in critical 
learning. .WeW I,- indeed,i.to chufe hiy readers, by 
whofe judgmelit 1 would ftand or fall, they (houLd 
not.be ruch.as are acquainted only with the French 
and Italian critics, but alio with the Ancient and Mo-r 
dern who have written in eitheir of the learned lan- 
guages. Above ail, I would have them well verfed in 
the Greek and Latin poets ; without which a man very 
often fancies that he underfiands a critic, when in 
reality he does not. comprehend his meaning. 

It is in critidfm as in all other iciences and (jpecu- 
lations ; one who brings with him any implicit notions 
and obiervations which he has made in his reading of 
the poets, will find his own refle^lions^methodized and 
explained, and, perhaps, feveral little hints that had 
pafled in his mind perf<b£ted and improved in the works 
of a good critic ; whereas one who has not thefe pre- 
vious lights is very often an utter ftranger to what he 
reads, and apt to put a wrong interpretation upon it. 

A^or Is it fuffdcnt that ^ man who fcU vp for a 



ja^ttilB Mttciai'ftbda.iMfvjpcriifild therathon 

llaid^;!WilJlunll:liius tdfaDtt^beMlptfipctmlly pozzkd 
.dbd |ieq|]cadi«iiiiAlti)ib:o#])Mndat, miflahes the 
ibliitfifi^lideiH.'iiouldieoirftt te, £f lie chanoet to 
flunk li^ty does not know how to conTcy bis thoaghts 
t0LmMm:wlAdtuamefs tMtp^fikaStkf, AriOotle, 
who.y^MM,thiib^jfthic9wa»ai£9ibotH>f:tiui befi b^ 
cb» Ihat «Kefiif»f 1^ in thrworld; : . . . . .r 
.. Mr. .f jprknkBi&y OP HmaaB Und^ifamding would 
iic th q ijii^fj^wtiy oddT)bok foratnisnitoiipake hinn 
idi oiaAarlaiwlio would get axspotation by critical 
«nliing»}iliria§b^ at the iame^tiAie^ it'is very certain 
thatl «i afatbot 'ndho has not kamd'tlw art; of di(Un«t 
gnifliing 'bet w c eii worda and things, and of ranging 
his tliongbtSyiand fetting tbemin proper lights, what** 
ever notions he may have,willlpiehini(elf in confufion 
and obfcurity, [ might further obferve, that there is 
not a Greek or Lfitin critic who has not (hown, even 
in the (lyle of his criticifms, that he was a mafter of 
the elegance and delicacy ot his native tongue. 

The truth of it is, there is nothing more abfurd 
than for a man to fet up for a critic without a good 
inilght into aU the parts of learning; whereas many 
of thofe who have endeavoured to (ignalize themfelves 
by works of this nature among our EngliOi writers, 
are not only defective in the above-mentioned parti- 
culars, but plainly difcover, by the phrafes wK\cVv\V\rf 
inalcc pfc of, an/i by t/icir confuftd way oi xV^tiVAxv^^ 
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that thqr are 'not acquainted with the moft common 
and ordinary fyflcms of arts and fciences. A few ge* 
neral rules extracted out of the French authors, with 
a certain cant of wonls, has fometimes fet up an illi- 
terate heary writer for a mod judicious and formidablie 
critic. 

, One great mark by which you may dUcover a critic 
who has ndther taflre nor learning is this, that he 
feldom ventures to praife any pafHige in an author 
^hich has not been before received and applauded 
by the public, and that his criticifm turns wholly upon 
little faults and errors. This part of a critic is £o very 
eafy to fucceed in, that we find every ordinary reader, 
upon the publiihihg of a new poem, has wit and ill- 
nature enough to turn feveral pa(&ges of it into ridi- 
cule, and very often in the right place. Thip Mr. Dry- 
den has very agreeably remarked in thofe two cele- 
brated lines, 

Errorcy like ftrtnrs upon the Aurface flow'; 

He who would ftvch for pearl* mnft dive beloWt 

A true critic ought to dwell rather upon excellencies 
than imperfe£tions to difoover the concealed beauties 
6f a writer, and communicate to the world fudi things 
as are worth their obfervation. The moft exquifite 
words and fineft ftiokes of an author are thofe which 
very often appear the mod doubtful and exception- 
able to a man who wants a relifh for polite learning; 
and they are thefe which a four undiQinguiAiing critic 
generally attacks with the grcatcft violence, Tully 



^bftni^ tMlkk jfttyvafytD biftad oT'fix a madiLii^ 
$iitt» IHtf'wUi ^whfw <nfaif 9 or, M k' fB«f be rendered 
lato-BagUiW^gl^iig, bold eKgri B fljoa, ted to tuny it 

IBifftifHrillt itT C ttfCt4tlMUinBPM CTHItfUllla A llWH? WfC 

It oqnilf : opiibfccof cspofiog; » iMadty and of aggraF- 
latiaf a liiik^ Umd- thpagfi ibch a ttcatm^t of an 
■■thoriMtmUy prsdndes indigaationin the mind of 
an «iid«:AuMliv%-rea4*r9 it hat^ however, its ei&& 
among tl^rgMunditf of tfaoie whoft iiaads it. falls 
laeit,«be«a]|biB2or ioaakiiid Mag ver^ apt to think 
that cnvf '!tfaUig wWcb is U^ghcd'al with any mi»- 
tore b£jw8l b«idlcidoiis Ho itielf^ '^ 

V Sia^^imifath aHi this .is aluvf s anicaibnable in. a 
«iUc;:a«it4lltbcit|H^iidieestheteaderthan cooTin- 
ces- hiolj a|Al is capable of making a beauty as well 
as a blenjifii the (iibje£t of deriiion. A man-wiio can- 
not write With wit on a proper fabje^l is dali and ftn- 
|nd; but one !who- (hows it ih an improper place is 
4simpeniiiient and abibrd. Beiides, a man who has 
tfae'gift'of ridicn]^ is apt to find fault.with any thing 
tAaZ gives hiid an opportunity of exerting his beloved 
talent^ and 'vqry often cenfuresa pailage, not.becaufe 
there is any fault in it, bnt becaufb hexran be merry 
npon it. Sddvldndsof pieafiiAtry are very unfair and 
difingenuous in works of criticifm, in which the greats* 
eft maftmj both ancient and modem; have always 
appearcd'ikvikh a ferious and intlmdHve air. 

' Ar t iotentd; in my next paper, to (how the dfi.ltO(& 
Id Wkti>9*w fkndUc J&o(h| t^iw^gjht ^ to v^<»xCk£«. 
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theie few particularsy to the end that the reader mtf' 
know I enter apon it as on a very nngratefnl work, 
and that I (hall juft point at the imperfections, ivith* 
tHit endeavouring to inflame them with ridicule. 1 muft 
alio obferve with Longinus, that the productions of 
a great genius, with many lapfes and inadvertencies, 
are infinitely preferable to the works of an inferior 
^nd of author, which are fcrupuloufly exa£t, and con- 
formable to all the rules of correO writing. 

I (hall conclude my paper with a ftory out of Boc- 
calini, which fuffieiently ibows us the opinion that 
judicious author entertained of the fort of critics I 
have been here mentioning. A famous critic, lays 
he, having gathered together all the faults of an emi- 
nent poet, made a preient of them to Apollo, who 
irceived them very graciouily, and reiblvied to make 
the author a fiutable return for the trouble he had 
been at in collecting them. In order to this, he iet 
before him a iack of wheat as it had been juft threflied 
out of the fheaf. He then bid him pick out the chaS* 
from among the corn, and lay it afide by itielf. The 
critic applied himfelf to tlie ta(k with great induftry 
and pleafure, and, after having made the due (cpa- 
fation, was prciented by Apollo with the chaff for 
his pains. 

After what I have iaid, I (hall enter on the fnbjed 
without farther prefisee, and remark the feveral de- 
fects which appear in the Fable, the Characters, the 
J^cntlmcats, gad ibc JLanguage, af Milton'f Pindift 



tattjiKBtdoKMag bat the nm^ymikpudoa me if 
I ilbdgp, al-tfaB ftncrtiaie, whataver. may be-iaid for 
the ^KtoniiliM of liKfa defe£b. ■ The.firft impa^ 
tiM iMAl flail abftrfe in the Fabk it, that the 
ewotof itlmiihapirf. : ^ 

The Bfddeof ievoy poeai is» acooiduigtoArUtotle's 
HaiGoOi citlier iunpleoflimplob^ It iiL called fimple, 
wiMa dure h-no cfaanp of fortnae in it; implex, 
when thcioctiiaetiif the chief a£h>r dtenges from bad 
to food, ovif^non^ good to bad. The impkz fable is 
tboDght the asoftpoffeCt; I fuppofisbecauib it U more 
proper to (tir npihe pafBons of the readier, and to 
finpriiehim with n greater variety of accidents. 

The implex fable is therefore of two kinds. In the 
firft, the chief a^tor makes his way tluoagh a long 
ieries of dangers and di65culties, till he arrives at ho- 
nour and profperity, as we fee in the ftory of Ulyfles. 
In the fecond, the chief a£h>r in the poem falls from 
fbme eminent pitch of hononr and profperity into 
roifery and difgrace. Thus we fee Adam and Eve 
finking from a ftate of innocence and happinefs into 
the moft abjcA condition of (in and (brrow. 

The moft taking tragedies among the Ancients 
were built on this laft (brt of implex fable, particu- 
larly the tragedy of Oedipus, which proceeds upon 
a (lory, if we may believe Ariftotle, the moft proper 
for tragedy that could be invented by the wit of man. 
I have taken fome pains, in a former paper, to ^\o>n 
that this kind of iioplex fable, wherein tVi^ txtt^X vs 
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unhappy, is more apt to affect an audience than that* 
of the firft kind; notwithfUnding many excellent 
pieces among the Ancients, as well as moft of thofe 
which have been written of late years in oib' own conn- 
try, are raifed upon contrary plans. I mud, however, 
own that I think this kind of fable, which is the mod 
perfeA in tragedy, is not fo proper for an heroic poem« 

Milton feems to have been renftble of this imper- 
fection in his Fable, and has therefore endeavoured to 
cure it by feveral expedients ; particularly by the mor- 
tification which the great adveHaty of mankind meets 
with upon his return to the aflembly of infernal rpi« 
rits, as it is defcribed in a beautiful paflage of theTenth 
Book 9 and Ukewife by the viiion wherein Adam, at 
the dofe of the Poem, fees his offspring triumphing 
over his great enemy, and himfelf reftored to a hap- 
pier Paradifc than that from which he fell. 

There is another objedion againft Milton's Fable, 
which is indeed almoft the fame with the former,- 
though placed in a different light, namely, that the 
hero in the Paradife Loft is unfuccefsful, and by no 
means a match for his enemies. This gave occadon 
to Mr. Dryden*s reflection, that the devil was in rea- 
lity Milton's hero. I think I have obviated this ob- 
jection in my firft paper. The Paradife Loft is an 
epic or a narrative poem, and he that looks for an 
hero in it fearches for that which Milton never in- 
tended; but if he will needs fix the name of an hero 
HPoa anypcrfott in h, 'tis certainly the Mefliah is the 



lMri^«M>iNlb»lM«lprfllhrfttoii« knd in the chief 
cfiAgtaK HfeMirBtei4e^liotAifBiihoataKftla£)fo]| 
AlrkflMil'sifMtarttaiftlnitof the llild or JKn6d^ 
md^fMkiSt^^'UMbnAM net fohn i higher 
AWlfcftarf B-TpiiunMiiu o*e at that kfaid which they. 
adl'i0i tiAible. WhMKrMlitob'i k ndt 6f arubtinicr 
tl^bHtl-^^ink pitfiuneto determine : it is fuffidcnt 
thit 1 Ihow there is in the Paradife Loft all the great*. 
Adft «f'|^,'ltgokHtf V»f defi^andniafierly btiku' 
iIm #iuai ^M dwnveir to'Hbniv and TIfgiL 

1 «Ml» ita the neat pbUMi oftiitfc that Milton haa 
hi fcf wid n i i in th# tenture4>f iiii.Fabk fonie putlcOf- 
icri >rlflcli dortlot'ibeiD'^tO'have pnibabililty jenongh 
Iftl'in djpiepMM, |Mi:tlaifai^hiflieaaidn« which hd 
ilMheslo Sin iind Deatb^ a^ the pifhtre which he 
driWi of the Limbo of Vanity, with other paflages 
in the Second Boole. Snchallegories rather favour o£ 
the fpirtt of Spenier and Aiioflo, thanrof Homer and 

in the fbnAure of this Poem he hail likewire ad- 
ftshlted of (66 many digreffions. It is iinely obferved 
by Ari(totte,that theauthor of Un heroic poem ihould 
feldom fpcak himfeif, but throw as mnchof his wDrK 
as he dm int6 the months cf thofe who are his prin- 
cipal a6S6rs. Arifldtte hta given no reafon for this 
precept $ biit I prefanie it is becanfe the mind of the 
reader ii niore awed dnd elevated when he hears ^neas 
6r Achilles fpcak, than when Virgil or Hornet \;a\^ 

VohamJL ¥ 
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in their own peribns : befides that, afluming the eha- 
ra£Ver of an eminent man is apt to fire the imagina- 
tion, and raiie the ideas of the author. TuUy tells 
us, mentioning his Dialogue of Old Age, ia which 
Cato is the chief fpeaker, that upon a review of it he 
was agreeably impofed upon, and fancied that it. was 
Cato, and not he himfelf, who uttered his thoughts 
on that fubjedt 

If the reader would be at the pains to (ce how the 
(lory of the iGad and ^neid is delivered by thofe 
perTons who ad in it, he will be furprifed to find how 
Httle in either of thefe poems proceeds from the au- 
thors : Milton has, in the general dii]x>fition of his 
Fable, very finely obferved this great rule; inibmuch 
that there is fcarce a third part of it which comes 
from the* Poet : the reft is fpoken either by Adam 
- and Eve, or by Come good or evil fpirit who is enga- 
ged either in their deftrudion or defenie. 

From what has been here obferved it appears.^! 
digrefCons are by no means to be allowed of in an 
epic poem. If the poet^ even in the ordinary courie 
of his narration, ihould fpeak as little as poifible, he 
(hould certainly never let his narration fleep for the 
fake of any reflections of his own. I have often ob- 
ferved, with a fecret admiration, that the longed re- 
flection in the JEneid is in that paflage of the Tenth 
)k>ok, where Tumus is reprefentod as drefling himfeU 
in the fpoils of Pallas whom he had flain. Virgil here 
/r/s /lis fable Ihnd HiU (or the fake of the foJIowing 
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wmnAi 'Hovlstheflilndof men Ignonnt of fb- 
*ttakfi ftod naye tbbcir p w ip aw m fortime with 

• HKidinlloa ?:TIm tiflK iriU come when Ti^ 

• irift that Iw iud left tlK bodf of Mlu lutoiidied^ 

* aad cotie the dKf on wliich he diciled hiinfelf m 

* tfade ijioilt.* AsthegrMtefentof theJEiicid,aMl 
the dorth of Tkmiiu, whom jBneM flew, becanie he 
&m Um adorned whh the fpoXU of PaUas, turns up- 
m thb hMldent, Vh||Ui went out of his way to make 
tUavedeflioii apoit it, wHhoot which £6 fmall a cir- 
cntoflaaea sdfljfat pofiblf have flipped out of his rear 
der^a aMiiiorf. Liiean« fdio wu an injudicioitt poet, 
ktsdrap Me Aoty voy fiwqoentif for the iake of his 
■BoaoiArf d%ieffiofii» or bh4h>ertimlaf as Scaiiger 
adbithem. If he g;ifesiis an accomit of the prodigies 
vl^ch preceded tlie Civil war, he declaims upon the 
oocifion, and fliows how much, liappier it would be 
for man if he did not feel his evil fortune before it 
comes to pais, and Coffer not only by its real weight, 
but fay the apprehenflon of it. Milton's complaint of 
his blindnefs, his panegyric on marriage, his reflecti- 
ons on Adam and £ve*s going nailed, of the angels' 
eating, and ieveral other paf&ges in his poem, are 
liable to the fame exception, though, I muft confefs, 
there is to great a beauty in thefe very digreflion s, that 
I would not wi(h them out of his Poem. 

. I have, in a former paper, fpoken of the Characters 
of Milton's Paradife Loft, and declared m^ o\\tv\C)!a 
as to thr aiikgoncul perkns who arc inuoducc^ vc^ >x» 
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If we look into the Sentiments, I think they ar^ 
^metimes defc<HTe under the following heads. Fir((, 
as there are feverai pf t^em too much pointed, and 
iboie that degenerate even into puns. Of this lad 
iLind 1 am afraid is that in the Firft Bopk, where, 
ipeajung of the pigmies, he calls them 

.^-»thc ftnall Infkncry 

Another hlemifli that zppairs in Com^ of his thooghtf 
is his frequent allufion to heathen fables, which are 
not certainly of a piece with the divine iiibje^ pf which 
he treats. I do not find fault with thefc all«(ioiis» 
"where the Poet himfelf reprefents them as fabulous 
as he does in fofn^ places, but where he mepttons them 
as truths and matters of fa£t. The limits of my paper 
will not give me leave to be particular in inftances of 
this kind : the reader will cafily remark them in hi$ 
perufal of the Poem. ... 

4> third fault in his Sentiments is an unneoefficy 
odentation of learning, which likewiif occurs very 
Irequently. It is certain that both Homer and Virgil 
were mafters of all the learning of their times, but it 
fliows itfelf in their works after an indirect and con- 
heated manner. Milton feems ambitbus of letting us 
know, by his excnrfions on free will and predeftina-* 
tion, and his many glances upon hiftory. alhxmomy, 
geography, and the like, as well as by the terms ind 
phraTes he fometimes makes ufe of, that he wais a» 
^fmlated with the whok drrle Qfv^i fnd iciencei. 



• Vv^4ifrliUl plaee^'ne ttofite theLangoage^f 
lUr fmt Post) «<e mnft allow what I Imm hinted 
lijlik iMmcr papHs -that it it <iften too much labour* 
ifll^'Md-iMMClaMi o b fei u f cd hy old wofda, tranfpo- 
Atelkjadd fetdgn idiomt. Scaeca's objcQion to 
^'flyle of a freat author, Xijpnf efm $nithf mUl in 
imfhiUtm% a£N/ kne^ is what' manf critics malLe to 
Mtob' As I cannot whoUf reftite it, £> I have a^- 
MUd^rajjUDlagiacd lor tt in another pq^; to which 
•I nmy'tetliar add, that Milton's ientimcnu and 
ideas w«efe wondcfftiUy Tiihlinie, that it would have 
^mm inpoffible forhlte to have represented tiiem 
in thehr ftill Arength and bcaaty without having re- 
eoorfe to theie foreign affiftancrs. Our langaage-funk 
under him, and was unequal to that grd^t^efs ot foul 
whtdi fiimiflied him with fuch glorious conceptions. 

• A leoond fault in his Language is, that he often af- 
fefts a kind of jingle in his words, as in the following 
pai&ges, and many others : 

Tlutt broaght into this world a world of troe* 

——Begirt th' alnlgjtojr throne, 
Bcfeeching or befleglng— — 
Thia tempted oar atteinpt>»«>— 
Ac one fliSht bound high overltap'd all bound* 

I know there are figures for this kind of fpeech ; 
that fome of the greateft Ancients have been guilty 
of it ; and that Arlftotle himfelf has given it a place 
in his Rhetoric among the beauties of that art : but 

as it is in itfelf poor and trifling, it is« I thicLVL^-^x. 

T» ••• 
■ ^H 
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prefent, uniyerfally^ exploded by aU the mafters of 
politfi writing. 

The UA fault wbicb I Oi^U t^K.e iratice qf in Mil- 
ton's Style, is the freqq^nt ufe of ^hat the 4c»rned 
call technical words, or tern)9 of §rt. ft is oqe pf the 
great beauties of poetry to m^j^e hi^r^ things iptclli- 
^ble, »n4 tp deliver what is abrhnfe pf itielf in fucli 
eaiy language as may be underftood by ordin^wy rea- 
fders : beHdes thi^t, the knowledge of a poet O^ould ra- 
ther fecm bom with him, or infpired, th^ ({rawQ 
from books and fydems* I have often wopfiened how 
Mr. Dryden could tranilate a. paflage out of Virgil 
after the following manner. 

T«ck to the larboard and ftaad off tt} fea, 
Veer fiarboard fea and land.—- 

Milton makes ufe of l^bo^rd in the fame manner. 
-W^cp he is upop building, be mpntipns Doric pillars, 
piiaders, cornice, freeze, architrave. When )ie talk( 
of heavenly bodies, you meet with ecliptic and eccen- 
tric, the trepidation, fbrs dropping frpm the zepith, 
rays culminating from the equator. To which might 
be added many in fiances of the like kiujd in feveral 
other arts and fciepces. 

I (hall, in my next paper9» give an account of the 
many particular beauties in Milton, which wpuld 
Iiave been too long to infert under thofe general heads 
I have already treated of, and with which I intend to 
include this piece of Critidim. 
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I bifc 1^ Id tlie weAi of a modern philoiopher 
p mpoi^ratfft Ml %ftp. Mj! lyAjpycryof the 
lults and likmQKM In Miltob't "fimdSeLofk majr 
be ooafidned It a pieee of the iiuDe oatnre. Topur- 
Ibc the allnfion; as it is obfcrred that among the 
|n%bt parts o£,the Ipminpus body ^bpvp mentioned 
there are Jbrne"* whic^ glow more intently, and dart 
fi ttmagjor light than others; fo, notwithftanding I 
have«in!atly'ftKMhi Mlftito-^s Poefti tobe-vt-rf i>e^- 
fnl in federslr I-AmII' nttW iproceed to %ak^iiotici of 
Sack beamict fs>a{ipe<i^to me more rx<|aiflte tiian tlie 

fc(t*. .i;.»tlfl ''I'V V -I .^v , :'j : J i. 
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PARADISUM AMISSAM 

8UMMI POETJB 

JOHANNIS MILTONI. 

Oui legi$ AmifGim ParadiTam, grandia mag^ 

Carmina Miltoni, quid niii cim£ia legis ? 
Res cun^tas, et cun^tanim primordia reniniy 

£t fata, et fines continet ifte liber, 
lotima panduntur magni penetralia mundi^ 5 

Scribitur et toto quicquid in orbe latet : 
Terrzque, traftofque maris, cceiumque profundum, 

Sulphureumque Erebi, flammivomumqae fpecus : 
Quaeque colunt terras, pontumque, et Tartara caeca, 

Quasque colunt fummi lucida regna poll : zo 

£t quodcunque ullis conclufum eft finibus ufquam, 

Et fine fine Chaos, et fine fine Deus : 
£t fine fine magis, fi quid magis eft fine fine. 

In Chrifto erga homines conciliatus amor. 
Haec qui fperaret quis credcret efte futura ? 1$ 

Et tamen haec hodie terra Britanna legit. 
O quantos in bella duces! quas protulit arma! 

Qux canit, et quanta praelia dira tuba ! 
Cceleftes acies ! atque in certamine caelum ! 

£t qux coeleftes pugna deceret agros I ao 
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QmuitMla *ih^e£tdUtik tilclfiSrirmisJ ; 

Atqne ^ifi> graditiir vU Miduicle minor ! 
QuDtiif,c«qiiMn-lkiil«fll$eQneqriftitfi)df; ' 

Dfs fecQi HiBiM^t<fMic^WiUftnipi«i J ' 
Dmn mlibs^QMi^k^^tti'Cck rediMaoca tQcqwnCy 25 

£t son mortal 4M#0e%BC plutt^i ;,-..; 

£t mctnit piign« iMd fifpcreib fBaB.''-^.' : - ' 
At fimnl Ifi-capyi Mhfift^UifiplU Inlsdnt^ ...■'.:.. 

£t ciimu MUflleii2«iJ«iqiKi(dHgiia DoQ^ i ... .. . .30 

Hon^9iidbMliqiie:m|ai Ondcnty^t (»T* rotfU^ . 

^rffiBiXint tirfniiiilgtiCK- U iiAi iMh iM, •' >.!''• 
Et flaoBM? fiiiiMftv'ttf v^loyiifm vknc9 1 u. '-.< 

AdmilBsfltiwiik'Ui^MifrefKilq: .>:.r.-:tt ." * . 
Ekcidk atts^nitu nMiifi*onoii^» et uhpAtMibonEias^ '35 

3t caflis dextrisiihita t^a 6iduot ; 
iVd pcBo^ fogiuit, et ccu.foret Orcus aTylum, ' 

InfernU ontaot. oood^b ie tenei^l'is. ■..';-■',' 
Cedite RomaniicToiptoi'es.'cediteGraii; .^ : ' • • 

Et qnos fama ^eccns.Yci iclebravtt>aoiiSv : -.. 40 
|I2C quicunque Ifcgettaat&m cccioine pptafbit 

jlil^oi^dem ranas, Vii^iiiuaicuBces. 
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ON PARADISE LOST. 

When I beheld the Poet blind, yet bold. 

In flender book his vaft defign unfold, 

MeiGah«rown'd, God's recondrd decree. 

Rebelling angels^ the forbidden tree, 

Heaven, bell, earth, chaos, all; the argument 5 

Held me a while mifdoubting his intent. 

That he would ruin (for I faw him (bong) 

The iacred truths to foble and old (bug ; 

(So Sampfim grop*d the temple's po(h in (pite) 

The world o'erwhelming to revenge his fight. 10 

Yet as I read, (Bll growing left ferere, l 

I lik'd his projed, the fucctfs did fear. 
Through that wide field how he his way fliould find, 
O'er which lame Faith leads Underftanding blind ; 
Left he perplex'd the things he would explain, 15 
And what was eafy he (hould render vain. ' 

Or if a work fo itiQnite he fpaqo'd. 
Jealous I was, that fome left flcilful hand 
(Such as difquiet always what is welt. 
And by ill imitating would excel) 40 

Might hence prefiime the whole creation's day 
To change in ibenes, and (how it in a play. 

l^ardon me, mighty Poet ! nor defpife 
My caufelefs, yet not impious, (lirmUe. 
But I am now convinc'd, and none will dare 25 
Within thy labours to pretend a (hare« 



•* FAKABIf I lOtT* ft 

Than hmft not mlfii'^ one thoiii^'tliat oonld be fit. 

And all thit was improper doft omit : 

$• tbat oQiofm is hut Ibr tnitcrt left. 

But to detefttli^igQMaBeeer theft. .-\ .30 

Tfatt mijcAf vUchliiroBgH titjr Work d0th re^n, 
Dfmvstliedefoiity'delmiiigtheprofimei . 
And thinp difliifi tlMB treat'ft of in faefa flatc 
A« tliem paefofesy and.tbee, invioUte. 
At once ddig|bt and liorror 00 ns fiiie, $s 

Thoa fing'ft witli fi> madi gntTity and eai«| 
And above human dB|^t doft {09* aloft 
mthpfalmefi>ibcNig,ibeqnal,andibioft; . 
Hie bird nam'd firdkn tbat Faradiie yon fing 
80 Dcvec )0agit bnt always beeps on wing. 4« 

Where cpiild'ft thoa words of fncfa a compafs find ? 
Whence fumUh foch a Taft expcnfe of mind ? 
Jnft Heav'n thee, like Tireiias, to requite. 
Rewards with propheiy thy lofs of fight. 

Well might*(l thou icorn thy readers to alliB-e 45 
With tinkling rhyme, of thy own fenfe fecure; 
While the Town-Bays writes all the while and fpelis. 
And like a pack-^orfe tires without his bells : 
Their fancies like our buOiy points appear, 
The poets tag them, we for falhion wear. 50 

I too, tianfported by the mode, commend. 
And while I meant to praife thee, muft offend. 
Thy verfe, created, like thy theme, fublime. 
In number, weight, and mcafure, needs not xh^^^tcv^. 



THE VERSE. ^ViV 

The iMtifure ii Esgnjb t/nic vttfi ■aiUhaa niMf 
llai c/ HomiT in Grak, and if Virgil m Latin t- *( 
being ua «K^ar; adjmS ar' true imamtn ef p«i| 
^J Ticrfi, in Imjtr imrti ijptdally. hit iht livtH 
vfabariarmsagt, tifel of vritcbtd melleT audi 
iKcltr ,- x^cV JW«rfjf«cf fr, (if k/c ->ffim„fam^ 
dera petts. arrai aviay tj eufiam, but mark Md 
own vmalim, hMraaee, auJ Kfjlrainl M nffrji 
Br /Aiiifi etbtraift, aaifar iht mafi pari, WnyBt 
<-/^' /fiiji Tomii bmt txpre/i'd liem. Net ii^ittl 4 
th-i;farr, fimr btth Italitii ani Spanfl pea) of^ 
nac hxvc rcjrBeinmc Ulh in lingir anifisrte* ^ 
«i hi:vf nifi hiiJhtf »r i^ E«xr,Jh tragedfnf 
ih,-~ ej iiftlf. ti all jK^cUtmanyJff^OiUBa* 

Ivnf m:.fKB! itTi^H : -ahicii di'ifim oMj in oft nMi 
Jk ^.,:„hj „ff,thhks. a«d the hnj, -oimoujly M 
.« frm o,<r virfi \m 0,^h^, «^ in ihrjwsllnsM 
tif hkt tndl-ig!, a fault moUrd bj) Ihf learnid AaM 
h'ltb in pnHry and aUgotid tmaiy. This nij/rt? f M] 
Timi-./ti lill/e ij fs tetsttK/eradrfcB. Ihaigh it^ 
/icmfiptrbapstaVtl^aT-rtBdcri. that it rolbtr ivH 
fji,l.,cd«r,xnmpkfit- ihUfji'in E^gliJI,. ofMt 
lihrly remurrrd (o *rt-oif poem, fnm the InaM^ 
and inciltn haadojf afHihieg, Ii« 



PARADISE LOST. 

BOOKL 
^it SLtfpmztit* 

Thli Flrfl BookpropoflM, irft ia brtef, the wkde fbbjcft, Maa't dm 
obedience, and the loTs therenpoB of Paradirt whcreia %• mat pUc'it 
then toadies the prime caafe of hti fall , the tepent, or rather Saun 
In the ferpent ; who rcfotUag from God, aad drawing to hit flde 
many legioni of angels, was by the conmaad of God driven ottt of 
Heaven with all his crew into the great Deep* Which afiloniipatsM 
ever, the Poem haOes into the midft of things, preftnting Saun with 
his aagcls now falling into Hell, defcrtb'd here, noc in the center 
(for Heaven and Earth may be fupposM as yet not made, certainly noc 
yet accors'd) but in a place of ottrr darknei^ itlieft called CiMOa t 
here Satan with his angels lying on the bnrning lake, thnnder-ftrnck 
and aftonifb'd, after a certain f^ece recovers as flrom confufion, 
calls up him who next in'order and dignity lay by him | they confer 
of their mifcrable fall. Satan awakens all his legions, who lay till 
then in the fame manner confounded i they rife, their nambcrt, ar- 
ray of battel, their ddef lenders nam'd, according to the idols known 
afterwards In Canaan and the conntries adjoining. To thefe Saun 
direfti his l>eech, comforts them wldi hope yet of regaining Heavrny 
but tells them, laftly, of a new world and new lUnd of creature to be 
created, according to an ancient prophecy or report in Heaven ; for 
that angels were long before this vUlble creation was the opinion 
of many ancient Fathers. To find out llie truth of tills prophecy, 
and what to determine thereon, he refers to a full council. What 
bis aflbciates thence attempt. Pandemonium the palace of Saun 
rifes, fuddenly built o«t of the Deep i the infernal Peers there fts 
in council. 

Of Man*s fir ft difobcdience, and the frnit 
Of tiiat forbidden Tree, whofe mortal taf>e 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe. 
With lofs of Eden, till one greater Man 
Re (lot e us, and regain the hlisfal feat, "^ 

Vo/ume I, O 




Sing (icat'ply MnTe. that on (fie fecnl top 

Of Ortb, or of Sinai, didll infpjre 

That !^heii]icrd, who firl) uo^i the Ctioien Stcd, 

In tht beginning how ihc Heav'ni and Earth 

Rofe oul of duos : or If „" 'lill » 

Delight thee more, and Sil- brook th« flow'd 

FaO by the oracle of Oodj lencc 

Iniokc ihy old to my idvi ui loag. 

That with no middle flighl :nditofflkr _ 

Above ill' AoDJan mount, e it plutaa q 

Things unattcmptfd yet in ptofe orrimci' 
And chiefly Thoo, O Spi'rit, thai dort prefer 
Before all temples th' upright heart and puie, 
Inlfmfl me. for Thou knovi'll; Thou from the ficl 
l^'aft prefent, aOil with mighty wings outfpread 11 
Dove-like fatft brooding on the raft abyfs, 
And mad'il it pregnant : what in me is dark 
lllumin, what is low raife and fupport; 
That to the height of thii gteit argumcnl 
I may olTcrt etcina! Providence, ji 

And jullify the ways of Gcd to men. 

Say fir/t, for Heav'n bides noihing from thy Tie* 
Nor the deep traO of Hell, fay fii i! w hat caufc 
THoi'd out grand parenti, in that happy ftate, 
Favor'd of Heav'n fo highly, to fall off 
From their Creator, and ttanlgrefs his will 
For one reftraint, lords of the world belidci i 
Who firft feduc'd them to that foni retoh ! 



& FAKABItl LOST. Jg 

Th* infiemil Serpent; he it wis, whoA: guile, 
Stin-'d up with eoTy and revenge, deceiv'd 35 

The Aibther of mankind, what time his pride 
Htd caft ium crat from Heav'D, with all his hoft 
Of rebel angels, by whofe aid afpiring 
To (ct himfelf in glory* above his peers, 
He tnifted to have eqnaird the Mod High, 40 

If he oppos'd; and with ambitions aim 
Agaunfl the throne and monarchy of God 
Rat5*d impious war in Heaven and battel proud 
With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Power 
Hnrl'd headlong flaming from th* ethereal fky, 4^ 
With hideous ruin and combuftion, down 
To bottoffllefs perdition, there to dwell 
In adamantin chains and penal fire, 
Who dnrft defy th' Omnipotent to arms. 
Nine times the fpace that meafures day and night 50 
To mortal men, he with bis horrid crew 
Lay vanquifli*d, rolling in the fiery gulf. 
Confounded though immortal : bat his doom 
Rcierv'd him to more wrath ; for now the thought 
Both of loft happinefs and lafting pain sS 

Torments 1dm ; round he throws his baleful eyes. 
That witneTs'd huge affliction and dilmay 
Mtx*d with obdurate pride and ftedfaft hate : 
At once, as far as angeb* ken, he views 
The difinal fituation wafte and wild ; 60 

A dungeon horrible on all ildes round 

G\j 
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Ai one grrat ftinrace flam'd, ytt from ihofe flamcit-' 
No lij;lit. but rather darkneri lifiblc 
[icrv'd onlj- to dilcover Gghts of wot, 
Rfgiont of foTTow, doleful Ihadce, where Peace ij 
And RfO can ncrer dweU, Hope neier comri 
That comes to all ; but torture withonl end 
Still uigcs, and > fiery deluge, fed i 

AVith ever-burning fulphur iiaconrom'd : 
Siich place cteraal JufHcc had prcpir'd 70. 

I'fir ihofe rcbellioui, here their pris'on ordain "d 
In iitctcr darkneli, and their portion let 
As far remov'd from God and light of Heav'n, 
As from the center thrice to th' uimofi pole, 
unlike the place from «hence they fell 



There the i 



if his fat), 0' 
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With floods and whirlwinds of tempefluoui 6ic, 
He foon difterns, and weh'ting by his jide 



One 



imfelfin 



Lui^g after knoun in Faleliine, and naoi'd 80 

Bechebab. To whom the Arch-enemy, 
And thence in Heav'n cali'd Salin, with bold nordt 
Breaking the hnrcid filence thus began. 

If ihou beell he; but O how fall'n ! bow diing'd 
From him, who in the happy realms of Light Sj 
Cluih'd with (ranfceHdent brightneft did It ootlbina 
Myriads though bright ! If he whom mutual league, 
United thoughts and counfels, equal hope 
And haiard in the-glorioui cnlerprife, 



IMdt JUUBItl Mill. 57 

Joia*d with «« onoBy. noir.iiiUay hath join*d 99 

In eqMliii!lii : into whit fk thou fteft 

fwm what higMh 4iU'ii» fiyonich the ftroiiger prov'4 

lie whh hU fl||voder.:4iid tiU then who knew 

The fore? of thofe #» |iniu? yet not fpr tfiqie. 

Nor what the potent ViAor in hU rage 95 

Can elie ii|^» do I repent Of . change, 

l^hongk chang'd ui ootwiird hifbe, that Sx'd mind. 

And hi|jb dUdam finom lenfis of injured merit. 

That .with the BUghtieft irfOs'd me to ppntend. 

And to the fierce contention brooght along tOQ 

Innnmetable force of fpiritjl arm'd. 

That dorft diflike his reign, und me preferring. 

His ntipoft pdw*r W^. ^drttih pow'r oppot'd 

In dubious battel on the plains of Heav'n, 

And. Aook his throne. What though the field be lo(V? 

All is not loft; th* i^nconquerable will, xc$ 

And fludy of revenge, immortal hate. 

And courage never to fubmit or yield. 

And what is elfe not to be overcome ; 

That glory never (liall his wrath pr might ][IQ 

Extort from me. To bow and fue for grace 

With (bppliant knee, and deify his power, 

Who from the terror of this arm fp late 

Doubted his empire ; that were low indeed. 

That were an ignominy' and (hame beneath II < 

This downfal ; fince by fate the (Irength of gods 

^nd this empyreal fubftance cannot fail^ ■ 




;h experience of this j 
In aims not worfe, in forcGght much advanc'd. 
We may witli more focceftful hope rtlblve i 

'111 wage by force or guile eWrnal war, 
lircconclleabte to our grand Foe, 
Wbo now triiunphs, and in th' cxcefi oljof 
Sole reigning holds the tyranny of Hcav'n. 

Su rpake th' apolUle angel, though in pain, ig 
Vuuntiug aloud, but rack'd with dei|) delpair: 
Anil him thus anfvicr'd loon his bold compeer. 

O I'liiict, O Chief of many throned powers. 
That lc<l th' imbattel'd Iciaphim to war 
Under thy conduft, und in dreadful deeds i; 

I'^arlefs, indanger'd Hiav'n's perpetual King, 
And put to proof his high fupremacy. 
Whether upheld by Arength. or chance, or fate; 
Too well I tee and rue the dire event, 
That with fad oierthrow and foul defeat i] 

Hath loll us Hcav'n, and ail this mighty bolt 
In horrible deAruOion laid thus low, 
As far as g;i>ds and heav'nly ellences 
Can pcrifh : for the mind and fpi'rit remains 
Iniincible, and vigor foon icturns, 14 

Though all our glory' extinft, and happy Hat* 
>lerc fwallour'd up in endlefs mifery. 
But what if he our Conqu'tor (whom I now 
tlf force believe almighty, fince no lefi 14 

'J!ian fnch could have o'erpow'i'd liich force as ouri 



Have left US tilii oM* fpi'iit mod ftrength entire 

Sttvmglf to inAr and fiipport oar pain&y - 

That w« may (6 ibfiwe his Tcog^l ire, 

Or do.lum mijjhtier finrioe as liis tliralls 

Bf right of war» whatc*cr his hns'neft h^ X50 

Here in the heai^ of Hell to work in fire^ 

Or do his enands in the gioomy Deep; 

What can it then avail, though yet we feel 

Strength undlminifti'd; or eternal being 

To andergo eternal panifliment ? 15/ 

Whereto with fpeedj words th' Ardi«"fiend reply'd. 

Fall'n Chemh, to be weak is niferablc 
Doing or fnfoing i but of this be iure. 
To do ought good norer will be oar taik. 
Bat ever to do ill our fble delight, x6o 

As be'ing the contrary to his high will 
Whom we red ft. If then his providence 
Out of our evil feek to bnng forth good, 
Our labor muA be to pervert that end, 
And out of good (Hll to find means of evil ; 165 
Which oft-times may iucceed, fo as perhaps 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and difturb 
His inmod coonfels from their deftin'd aim. 
But fee the angry Victor bath recall'd 
His miiiifters of vengeance and purfuit 170 ' 

Back to the gates of Hcav'n : the fulphVous hail 
Shot after us in dorm, o'erblown hath laid 
The fiery furge, that from the precipice 
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Of Heav*n neceiv'd us falling; and the thunder, 

Wing'd with red lightning and impetuous rage, 175 

Perhaps hath fpent his (hafts, and ceafes now 

To bellow through the vaft and.boundjefs Deep. 

Let us not (lip th' occaHon,. whether icorn, 

Or fatiate fury yield it from our foe. 

Seed thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild, 1 80 

The feat of DeTolation, void of light, 

3ave what the glimmering of thefe livid flames 

Calls pale and dreadful I thithef let lis tend 

From iO^Tthe toiling of theie fiery waves, 

There reft, if any reft can harbour, there, i8j 

And re-aflembling our aifli£^ powers, 

Confult how we may henceforth moft offend 

Our Enemy, our qwn lofs Jiow repair. 

How overcome this dire calamity^ 

What reinforcement we may gain frqm hope, 19Q 

If not what reiblution from defpair. 

Thus jSatan talking to his nqared mate 
With head up-lift above the wave, and eyes 
That fparkling blaz*d, his other parts befides 
Prone on the flood, extended. long and large 195 
^ay flotiog many a rood, in bulk as huge 
As whom the fables name of jnonftrous fize, 
Titanian, or Earthrborn, that warr*d on Jove, 
Briareos or Typhon, whom the den 
By ancient Tarfus held, or that iea-beafl %c^ 

l^eyiathan, which Ood of all his wprks 



nmjiDist soit; Si 

Grpttcd hiqi^ diat Martkf ooemn Afttni ; 

Wm haplriliiiDb'riog od the Normiy fotm 

IIm ]>Uot of fto* fintU iUgllt=A)fiiider'd fkUr 

Deendng Ibme flud* oft, u fiMMncn tdl, 205 

With fijud inclior Id hii fkalf rbd 

Moors by hii fide mdcr the lee, while night 

lofcfts the ice, and viihed mora deUys : 

80 ifaretch*d oot hafeinlength tlie Aidi-fieod lay 

Gh«io*d oa tiie hundnghktt nor ever dience sxo 

Bid rb*ii or hnv'd Us hnd, bat that die will 

Apd h|g^ pemlffion of aU-rnling Heaven 

Left him at laige to his own dark defigos. 

That with reitcraled crimes he migiit 

Heap on hiiftftlf damnation, while he ibd^t ax/ 

Evil.to others, and enraged might fee 

Hpw all his malice fenr'd but to brbg forth 

Infinite goodnefs, grace and mercy (bown ' 

On Man by him fedac*d, bnt on himfelf 

Treble confufion, wrath and ▼engeance pour'd. 320 

Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 

His mighty (iature; on each hand the fiames 

Drir*n backward ilope their pointing fpires, and roll'd 

In billows, leave i' th* midft a horrid vale. 

Then with expanded wings he (leers his flight 225 

Aloft, incumbent on the dnfky air 

That felt uoufual weight, till on dry land 

He lights, if it were land that ever burn'd 

With iblidy as the lake with liquid fire \ 




And liich appnr'd la bue, a wben the force ijo 
Of rubterrancan wind (ranrpoTts a Ii'lU 

n from Peloros, or (he (haiter'd fide 
or Ibund'ting JEtna, whafc combudible 
.And fuel'd entrails Chcncc caiicciving lire, 
•giiblim'd witb mineral fliry , aid tbc windi, »3J 

With (kticb and /moke: fueh rtfting fuund the fole 
Of unMell feet. Him foUoW.'d bis next mate, 
Both glorying to have 'fcap'd the Stygian JIixkI 
As gcxli, and by [heir own iccovec'd [Irciigth, X40 
Not by the fulf 'rancc of fupernal Power. 

It thii the region, this the foil, the clime, 
6aid then the lolt Aich-angel. thi& tlie llat 
That wemuflchangeforHeav'n, this mournful gloom 
that celedial light ? Be' It fo, lince lie S4I 

Who now it Sovran can i^rpofe and hid 
What Ihall be tight : fortheft from him is bed. 
Whom reason hatbeqaall'd, force hath madcfupreme 

c liti equals. Farewel happy fields, 
Where Joy for eier dwells : Hail Horrors, liail ijo 
lofernal World, and thou piofonnden Hell 
Reeeite thy nB* po/Tcflor; one who brings 

nd Dot to be chang'd hy pl»c< or time. 
The mind is its own place, and la itrdf 

mike a heav'n of Hell, a bell of Heav'n. Ijl 
What matter where, if I be Hill the fame, 
yVnd what 1 Iboiitd be, all but Icli than he 



Vnioiii tlmndar hid made greater ? Here at leaft 
"We flnll be free; tk* Almighty hath not huilt 
Here for his eavy, will not drive us hence : %6o 

Here we may rdgn fecnre, and in my choice 
To reign Is worth ambition though in Hell : 
Better to rdgn in Hell, than fenre in Heav'n« 
But wherefore let we then oar faithful friends, 
*th* ailbciates and copartners of our lofs, 265 

Lie thus a(hniifli*d on th* oblivious pool, 
And call them;iAft to fhare with us their part 
In this xmhippfi^knnfioa, or once more 
With rallied arms to try what may be yet 
ftcgain'd in HeUv'n, or what more loft in Hell ? 270 

So Satan fpake, and him Beelzebnb 
Thus anfwer'd. Leader of thofe armies bright, 
l¥hich bat th' Omnipotent none could have foiPd, 
If once they hear that voice, their livciied pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft 275 

In worft extremes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battel when it rag*d, in all aflaults 
Their fureft iignal, they will foon refurne 
New ctourage and revive, though now they lie 
GrairelUng imd proftrate on yon lalce of fire, 280 
As we ere whUe, aftoonded and amaz*d, 
No wonder, fall'n fuch a pernicious highth. 

He fcarce had ceas*d when the faperior Fiend 
Was moving tow'atd the (here ; his pond'rous fhield. 
Ethereal temper, maiTy, large and round, 285 
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Behind him caft; the broad circumference 
Hang on ills (houlders like the moon, whoie orb 
Through optic glais the Tafcan artift views 
At evening from the top of Fefble, 
Or in Valdarno, to deicry new lands, apO 

Rivers or mountains in her fpotty globe. 
His fpear, to equal which the tailed pine 
^ewn on Norwegian hills, to be the mad 
Of Tome great ammiral, were but tr'wlindy 
He walk:*d with to fapport unca.Cy.0»pf9'i.' 295 

Over the burning marie, not like tko^'ileps 
On Heaven^s azure, and the torrid clime 
Smote on him fore befides, vaulted with fire e 
Kathlefs he Co indur'd, till oh the beach 
Of that inflamed fea he flood, and call'd 3CX> 

His legions, angel forms, who lay intranc*d 
Thick as autumnal leaves that (how the brooks 
In Vailombroia, where th* £tnirian fhades 
High over-arch'd imbow*r; or icatter*d fedge 
Aflote, when with fierce winds Orion arm*d 30^ 
Hath vex*d the Red-fea coafl, whofe waves o*erthrew 
Bufiris and his Memphian chivalry, 
While with perfidious hatred they purfoed 
The fojourners of Goflien, who beheld 
From the iafe (bore their floting carcaies 310 

And broken chariot wheels, Co thick beflrown 
Abject and lod lay tbefe, covering the flood, 
Under amazement of their hideous change. 
4 



He odl'A A lnd» thift aU the boiknr dMp 

Of HcU t "f-""»«^ Mnceiy Potcntitet, 315 

Warriots, thsflov'rof Hmv'o, ooee yoon, now loft. 

If filch mAoHifliBiciit m thii caa (kiic 

Eternal Ipi'iiUs .or have yon choa'n this place 

After the toil of battel to rcpofe 

Tour wearied firtw, for the eaie 70a find 320 

To flumber here, as in the vales of Hcav'n ? 

Or in this abfcA poftmc have ye fwom 

To' a^oM tbeCooqneror ? who now beholds 

Chemb and icnpih rdliog tn the flood 

With fcattct'd arms and enfigos, till anon 335 

His fwift pniiiiers from Heav*n gates dUcem 

Th* advantage, and deibending tread ns down 

Thiu diDOpbg, or with linked thnndet bolts 

Transfix ns to the bottom of this gulf. 

Awake, ariie, or be for ever fall'n. 330 

They heard, and ware abaAi'd, and up they fprung 
Upon the wing, as when men wont to watch 
On duty, ileeptng foand by whom they dread, 
SUmie and beftir thcmfelves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight $$s 

In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel ; 
Tefc to their Ocneral's voice they foon obcy*d 
Inmimerable. As when the potent rod 
Of Amram*s foo, in Egypt's evil day, 
Wiav*d round the coaft, up call*d a pitchy cloud 349 
yt locnfts, warping on thceaftcrn wind, 

VOameL Y^ 
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Tliat o'er die rralm of impioui Pliaraoh hung 
Like night, and darken'd all the land of Niic : 
So numberlcl^ weic thofc bad angelt Teen 
Hovering on wing under the mpc of HcU 34J 

'TwiKl upper, nether, and rurraunding Gres; 
Till, as a fignal giv'n, th' uplifted I'ptar 
Of their great Sultan waving to direfl 
Their couife, in oen balance doivn they light 
On the fiiai brimfkine, and Gil all the plain; 3ja 
A multitude^ like which the pmnlou Honh 
Puur'd neTCT from hct fibunlunt, to p»r» 
Rhene or the Danaw, when her barb'ious Tons 
Came like a dciuge on the South, and fpread 
Beneath Gibraltar to the Lybian fandi. 3J5 

Fotthit'ith from eiery fquadron and each band 
The heads and leaders thither halle where Rood 
Their great Commander ; godlike Ihapes and forms 
Excelling human, princely dignities. 
Anil pow'rs that «ft in Heaven fat on thrones; 360 
Though of their names in hea/oly records now 
Be nn mcmaiial, blotted out and ras'd 
By their Tcbellion from the books of Life. 
Nor had they yet among the Com of Eve 364 

Got them new names, tiil wand'ting o'er the earth. 
Through God's high fuff'rance for the tri'al of man, 
By fallities and lies the grrated part 
Of mankind they corrupted to forfake 
Cod their Creator, and th" invifible 
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OlorrorUBthiftHidctkcmiotzaaribfB 3^3 
Oft to die BBBfe off ahraBc, adon'd 
ITitb pr RfipoM fid of poap ud £aU, 
And derib to adore lor ddues : 
Tben ipoc tlicf koown to ncn fay varieu Bases, 
And Tsrioas id^ tfarao^ the Htashea vorid. t -5 
Say, Mofie, thdrnune- thfcn kiio«n,«fc3 fiKL vfao iaik, 
ILoas'd fnMB die fliimi>cr, on ihat fiery cocch. 
At their ptat Enp'ror's all. a» Bei£ in vortk 
Gune iingly where hr Aood 00 the bare thasd. 
While the pnuniionas crood Aaod yet aloof. ilo 
The chief were thoft who from the pi: of Hcil 
Roamiog to ftefc their picy on cactfa, dartl fix 
Their lots long after next the Icat of God, 
Their altars by his altar, gods ador'd 
Among the nations lonnd, and dnrft abide 3S5 
Jdwirah thnnd'riog oat of Sion, throo'd 
Between the dienibim ; yea, often pbc'd 
Unthin his fiinOuary it£eif their Oirines, 
Ahominations; and with coricd things 
His holf rites and iblenio fcads profan'd, 390 

And with their darknefs durft a£ront his light. 
Firft Mcdoch, horrid king, beTmcar'd vith Llood 
Of hnflun ficrifice, and parents' tears, 
Thoogh for the noiie of drums and timbrels loud 
Thm dUldren's cries unheard, that pais*d through 6re 
To his grim idoL Him the Ammonite 396 

Worihipt in Rabba and her watry plain. 
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In Argoband in Bafan, to the (Ircam 

Of Htmoft Arnan. Nor (.ontent wiih fuch 

Audacious oeigKboaihood, Ihc Med heat: 41 

Of Solnmon he [ed hy fraod to bnild 

Hii temple tight againn Ihc temple' of God 

On that appixibriao! hill, and made hii grort 

The plearanl valley' of Hinnom, Tophet thence 

And black Gehenna call'd, ihe type of Hell. 4< 

N^M Chemos, th' obfcene dread of Moab'i foni, 

Fiuui Aram tuWebo and ihoiriW' -■■ 

Of fouthmoll Abnimt intttMioa " < ' 

And Horanaim, Scon's tcaltn, beyond 

The fk)w'iy dale of Sibma clad with tIdc*, 4 

End Eleale to th' Afphallic pool. 

Pcor his other name, when he enclc'd 

Ifrael in Sittim on their march from Nile 

To do liim wanton riui, which cod them woe. 

Yet thence his laflful org^ei he inlatg'd 4 

Ev'n to that hill of liandal by the groT« 

Of Moloch homicide, loft hard by hate; 

Till good Jofiah droie them thence to Hell, 

With thefe came they, who from the bord'ring flo 

Of old Euphrates to the broolt that parts 4 

Egypt from Syrian ground, had general namei 

Of Baalim and Afhtatoth, ihofe male, 

Thelc feminine. For fpitits when they plcale 

Can either fex alTume, at both ; fo Toft 

And uncompennded it their cflcnce pur«, 4 
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Mot ty'd or ■WMded with joiat or limb, 

Kor founded on the brittle ftrength of bones, 

Like cumb'ioai flefli; but in what Aiape they chufe 

Dilated or oondens'd, bright or obfcnre. 

Can eseortc their aery pnrpofcs, 430 

And works of lore or enmity fulfil. 

For thoic the race of Ifrael oft forfook 

Thdr liring Strength, and unfrequented left 

His rigfateons altar, bowing lowly down 

To beflial gods; for which their heads as low 435 

Bow*d down in battel, funk before the ipear 

Of defpicablefoes. With thcfe in troop 

Came Afloreth, whom the Phoenicians call'd 

Aftarte, queen of Heav'n, with crefccnt horns ; 

To whoie bright image nightly by the moon 440 

SJdonian vir^s paid their vows and fongs. 

In Sion alio not unfung, where (lood 

Her temple on th* offirnfive mountain, built 

By that lucorious king, whoie heart though brge, 

Beguil'd by fair idolatrefles, fell 445 

To idols fooL Thammuz came next behind, 

Wfaofe annual wound in Lebanon aliur'd 

The Syrian damfels to lament his fate 

In amorous ditties ail a fummer*s day. 

While iinooth Adonis from his native rock 450 

Ran pnrple to the fea, fuppos'd with blood 

Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the U/Vc-tale 

Infected Sion*s daughters with like heat. 



whole waatoD paRioni in Ibe facred porch 
EzeLiel faw, when by Ihe viiion led 
His eye fiimy'd the dark idolstriei 
Ofalirnatcd Jodab. Next came one 
Who mourn'd in camcA, when the captive aik 
Maim'd hit brute image, head and handi lopt 
Ir his OWB temple, oa the grunfe! edge, 
Whcie he fell flat, and Iham'd his worlhippen 
Sagnn his name, fea-monftcr, upivard man 
^nd downward &lh : yet had hit temple high 
Rear'd in Aiotui, dreaded through the coift 
Of PaleHine, in Galh and Afraioo, 
And Accaron and Oaia'i frontier boandt. 
Illm follow'd Rimmon, whofe delightful feat 
Was fair Damafcus, on the feitil bank* 
Of Abbina and Phirphir, lucid tlteami. 
He alfo' againn the houfe of God was bold : 
A leper once he loll, and gain'd a lung, 
Ahaz his Ibttilb conqn'tor, whom he drew 
God's altar to di/parage aod difpllce 
For one of Syrian mode, whereon to burn 
His odious oflerings, and adore the gods 
Whom he had lanqiiilb'd. After Ihefe appearV 
A crew who under names of old renown, 
OGris, ifis, Orus. and their train. 
With monflrous Ihqpes and foiceriet abus'd 
Fanatic Egypt and her ptiefts, to feek 
Thcii wand'ring ^s dlTgnii'd in brutilh form& 




ne olf » Oitfc; ad tk itW king 
DoiiUedtlaKfiB»£ctbclaiidiBDan, 485 

Us Maker to the gnaed o9K« 



Jdiovah, «1» m cac night vhea be pa&'d 

FnMD Bjffpt flBiciuDg. cqnii^d with one ftn^ 

Both her fi iiMiuia and aU btr bleitiog gods. 

fieUal cune laft, than whom a fps^rit more kmti 490 

Fell nor horn Hrm^it, or more grots to lore 

Vice for hldf : to him no temple Aood 

Or altar ijBok*d; yet who more oft tbao he 

In tempki and at altars, when the prieil 

Tnmf Athcift, as did Eli\ foos, vho fill'd 495 

iVith hift ai^ wkdcDce tbe houfe of God ? 

In ooorts and palaces he aUb reigns 

And in loanrioos cities, where the noife 

Of ri'ot afcends abore their lofticft towers. 

And injury and ootrmge : and mhen Night 5C0 

Darkens the ftreets, then vander forth the Tons 

Of Belial, flown with infoleocc aod wine. 

Wstncft the ftreets of Sodom, and that night 

In Gibeah, when the hoTpitablc door 

Bxpos'd a matron to avoid worfe rape. 505 

Theie were the prime in order and in might ; 

The reft were long to tell, though far rcnown'd, 

Th' Ionian gods, of Javan*s iffae held 

Qqdsg yet confpis'd later than hear'n and earthy 
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Their boafted parents : Titan Heav*n*s firft-bom, 

With his enormous brood, and birthright feis'd 511 

By younger Saturn ; he from mightier Jove 

His own and Rhea's ion like meafure found ; 

So Jove ufurping reign*d : thefe firft in Crete 

And Ida known, thence on the fnowy top 515 

Of cold Olympus rul'd the middle air, 

Their higheft heav*n ; or on the Delphian diff. 

Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 

Of Doric land ; or who with Saturn old 

Fled over Adria to th' Hefperian fields, jao 

And o*cr the Celtic roam*d the utmoft iles. 

All thefe and more came flocking ; but with looks 
Down caft and damp, yet fuch wherein appear*d 
Obfcure ibme glimpfe of joy, to* have found their chief 
Not in defpair, to* have found themfelves not loft 
In lofs itfelf ; which on his countenance cad 536 
Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride 
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth not fublhince, gently rais*d 
Their fainting courage, and difpell'd their fears. 53a 
Then ftrait commands that at the warlike found 
Of trumpets loud and clarions be uprear'd 
His mighty flandard : that pi oad honor dam'd 
Azazel as his right, a cherub tall; 534 

Who forthwith from the glittering (hifi^unfurl'd 
Th' imperial enHgn, which full high advanc*d 
Shone like a meteor dreaming to the wind. 
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With fanillif goUen biRre rich imblai'd. 
Seraphic actas tad tfophici; all the while 
SoDORWS'Jtntal.blowiog martial ibundft : 540 

At which theanhrerial hoft np fent 
A flMNit that tore<Hell*» concare, and beyond 
Frighted the ceign of Chaos and old Night. 
All in a momcat through the gloom were feen 
Ten thon&nd banners rife into the air 545 

With orient colors waving : with them rofe 
A foreft hagf oCfpears; and thronging helms 
Appear^dk and ftrried ihields in thick array 
Of depth iirtrafiirable : anon they move 
In perftd phaloaa to the Dorian mood . 550 

Of floEcfranI ioft recorder ; foch as rais*d 
To hlghth of nobleft temper heroes old 
Arming to battel, and in (lead of rage 
I>eliberate valor breath'd, firm and unmo¥*d 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat ; $$$ 
Kor wanting pow^r to mitigate and Twage 
With fblemn touches troubled thoughts, and chafe 
Angnifli and doubt and fear and forrow* and pain 
Ph>m mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 
Breathing united force with fixed thought 560 

MoT*d on in filence to foft pipes, that charmed 
Their painful (leps o*er the burnt foil ; and now 
Advanc'd in view tlicy (hmd, a horrid front 
Of dreadful length and dazzling arms, in guile 
Of wanrion old with order'd Tpear and ihield, 56^ 
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Awaiting what command their mighty Chief 

Had to impoie : he through the armed files 

Darts his experienc'd eye, and ibon traverfe 

The whole battalion views their order due, ■ 

Their viiages and ftature as of gods, • 570 

Their number laft he fums. And now his heart 

Diftends with pride, and hard*ning in his ftrength 

Glories : for never iince created man . 

Met fuch embodied force, as nam*d vnth tlieie 

Could merit more than that fmall infontry 575 

Warr*d on by cranes; though all the giant brood 

Of Phlegra with.th* heroic race were join*d 

That fought at Thebes and Iliunr, on each iide 

Mix*d with auxiliar gods ; and what refounds 

In fable or romance of Uther*s fon -580 

Begirt with British and Armoric knights ; 

And all who iince, baptiz'd or infidel, 

Joufted in Afpramont or Montalban, 

Damafco, or Marocco, or TrebUbnd, . 

Or whom Biferta fent from Afric fhore, 585 

When Charlemain with all his peerage fell 

By Fontarabbia. Thus fir thefe beyond 

Compare of mortal prowefs, yet obierv'd 

Their dread Commander : he above the reft 

In Ihape and gcfture proudly eminent 590 

Stood like a tower; his form had yet not loft 

All her orig'inal brightneis, nor appear'd 

X^fs than Arch-aogel rttjn*d/and th* cxcefi 
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Of g,lory^ ob(cor*d ; as uhen the Min new rPfen 
L,ooks throagh the horizontal mi(l\ air 595 

Shorn of his beams, or from behind the moon 
In dim eclipic dilalhous twiligl ( Ihcds 
On half the nations, and with ;'ear of change 
Peipltxcs monarchs. Darkcn'd lo, yet Ihone 
Above them all ih* Arch-angel : Du^ his face 6co 
Deep fears of thunder had intiench'd, and Care 
Sat on his faded cheek, but under brovs 
Of danntlefs courage, and confidcrate pride 
Waiting revenge : cruel his e^'c, but cart 
Signs of rcmoi fe and palHon to behold 605 

The fellows of h's crime, the followers rather 
(Far other once beheld in blifs) condemn'd 
For ever now to have their lot in pain, 
Millions of fpiiits for his fault amerc'd 
Of ileav*n, and from eternal fplendors flung 6lo 
For his revolt, yet faithful how they ftood. 
Their glory withered : as when Heaven's fire 
Hath fcath'd the foicft oaks, or mountain pines. 
With (inged top their ftatcly growth though bare 
Stands on the hladrd heath. He now prepared 615 
To fpeak ; whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From win? to 'ving, and half enclolV him round 
With all his pc»,'rs: attention held them mute. 
Thrice he aflay'd, and thrice in fplte of Icotw 
T'"ar«. fuch as angels weep, burft lov\\\ *. ^t Va.^ ^^V- 
Words wtenvovc with fighs found ovlX. xWu ^'^^I ^ 
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myriads of Immottal Spi'Hu, O Powcrj 
M^itchlcfs but with th' Almighty, and that Itrire 
Was not ingloiiout, though th' c»cnt wai dire, 
As iliii place IcHifici, and thii dire change £tj 

Hateful ta utter : bat what puv'r of mind 
Fofefceing or p»ef»png, from the depth 
Of kno>v)cdge paft or preTent, could have ffat'd. 
How fuch united force of gods, how fuch 
As lloixl like thefet could ever know repulfe ? 630 
Fot who can yet believe, though after lufi, 
Thjt jU thele puiflint legions, *hofr exile 
Hath implied Heav'ii, fball fail to re-arctud 
Self-rais'd, and repoiTcfs theit mtive feat .' 
Fot me be witnefs all the hoft of Heai'D, 6}J 

If counfels different, or danget Ihunii'd 
By me, have loll our hopes. But he who reigni 
Monarch in Heav'n, till then ai one fecure 
Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute, 
Conrent orcunom, and his regal Aate 610 

Put forth at full, but (lill his Itreuglh conccal'd, 
Which tempted our atlempt, and wrought our falL 
Henceforth his might we know, and know our own, 
til) ui not either to provoke, or dread 
New war, provok'd ; our better part remains 64J 
'I'll work in clofe defign, by fraud or guile. 
What force effcfled not : that he no lefs 
At length from us may find, who overcomes 
Myfyrce, Aith overcome but haUViu foe. 
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Spaee mKf.pn&a» new worldi ; whereof ib rife 650 
There weai'M fttte in Hctv'n thit he ere long 
btcfldoi feocMitev and therein plant 
A feaentfan, whom his choice regard 
Sbonld tnam equal to the ions of Hcav*n t 
Thither, if but to pry, (ball be perhaps 6ss 

Onr firft eraption, thither or clfewhere : 
For this infernal pit (hall never hold 
CelelBal fpi'rltt in bondage, nor th* abyfs 
I«ong nnder darknefs corer. But thefe thoughts 
Foil conndl naft mature : peace is defpair*d, 660 
For vbo can think fubmilfion ? War then, war 
Open or nnderftood muft be refoU*d. 

He (pake: and to con6rm his wotds, ort-flew 
Millions of flaming fwords, drawn from the thighs 
Of Blighty cherobim ; the fudden blaze 665 

Far round ilkmin'd Hell : highly they rag*d 
Againft the Higheft, and fierce with grafped arms 
Cla(h'd on their founding (hields the din of war, 
Hnrling defiance tow'ard the vault of Heav'n. 

There ftood a hill not fkr, whofe grifly top 6;o 
Belch'd fire and rolling fmoke ; the red entire 
Shone with a glofly fcurf, undoubted fign 
That in his womb was hid metallic ore, 
The work of fulphur. Thither wing*d with fpced 
A numerous brigad haften'd : as when bands 6']$ 
Of pioneers with ipade and pickaxe armM 
Rfreraa the royal camp, to trench a ftcVd, 



Or call a Tiimpart. Marnmon led them on, 
lHaiTimoii, the le»ft ert£trd fpi'rit that felt 
rromHcov'n.iore'coioHcaT'n his looks and tlioughW 
\\ .,<; ulivays downuiird bent, admiring tnon: 6£l 
The riches of HraT'n'i p»rement, trodJen gold. 
Thai, ought divine or holy elfe cojoy^d 
In viGon heati^: by him lirCI 

Men alfo. and b|r hit faggelluin tanghl, GS; 

Rav.'jtk'd the center, and with impious hands 
RiH'-d the bowck of tlunr mother Earth 
I^ur •rraiiire! bener hid. Soon had liii crew 
Op^n'd into the hill a fpaeiou! wound, 
And digg'd out ribs of gold. Let none admire G90 
ThSL riches grow in Hell ; that foil may bed 
Dclerse the precious bane. And here let thofe 
'V^'ho hoilX in mortal things, and wond'ring tell 
Of HjbrI, and the works of Memphian kings, 
l.rarn how their giealeft monuments of fame 695 
And lliength and art are calily out'done 
Ry r|>tiits rrprohate, and in an hour > 

Whn !n an age lliey with inceflant toil 
And hands inniimerable.fcarce perform. 
Is'};'- on tlir' plain in many cells perpar'd, 7C0 

'1 h:it "idernesth had veins of liquid fire 
!=\.,t:\i from the hke, a Tecond multitude 
Villi itondioiTs art founded the mally ore, 
,S>-.c'ilng caih kWA, and fcumnr<l tlie bullion drofs! 
.-i f/ijJi/;i»/ocin had form'4*iU\inrtieyjvwLd. loj. 
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A various mould, and from the boiling cells 

By (Irange conveyance iill'd each hollow nu«)k, 

As in an organ from one blad of wind 

To many a row of pipes the found-board brcatius. 

Anon out of the earth a fabric huge 7IQ 

Ro/c like an exhalation, with the found 

Of dulcet (ymphonies and voices fwcct. 

Built like a temple, where pilallcrs round 

AVcre fet, and Doric pillars overlaid 

With golden architrave; nor did there want 715 

Cornice or freeze, with bofTy fculpturcs graven ; 

The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, 

Kor great Alcairo fuch magnificence 

Equaird in all their glories, to indirine 

Bclas or Serapis their gods, or feat 720 

Their kings, when Kgypt with Aflyiia ftrovc 

In wealth and luxury. Th* aicending pile 

Stood fix*d her Hatcly highth, and Ihalc the doors 

Opening their brazen folds, difcovcr wide 

Within her ample i'paces o'er the fniootli 725 

And level pavement : from the arched roof 

Pendent by fubtle magic many a 1 ow 

Of ftarry lamps and blazing creflcts ted 

With Naphtha and Afi'haltus, yicKled li^ht 

As from a (ky. The hafty multitude 730 

Admiring entered, and the work Ourw praife 

And fome the archjre^^ ; hU hand wiis kuovjw 

loHegr'nbxmanya towered lhutturc\\\o\A, 




f Tcepter'd mgels held their 
fat as princes, vvhom the fi'i| 



In anclcrt Greece; and in Aufodaa land 
Men rall'd him Muldber; and how he fell 
From Heav'n they bbled, thrown by angiy Java 
Sheer o'er the ctyiltl battlements ; from morn 
To noon he tell, from noon to dewy eve, 
A fummet's day; and with the felting fun 
Dropt from the zenith like a falling Ibr, 
On Lemno! th' M'gean ile: thuj chej- relate. 
Erring; for lie with this lebcUioui rent 
Fell long before 1 naronght aiail'd him now 
To'havcbuiltinHen'nhightOH-'rSi nordidht'fi 
By all hii engins, but was headlong fent 
With Eiii Lad4Hrious crew to bulU in HelL 

Mean wliUe the winged hci;ilds by command 
Of fiji^an powV, with awful ceremony 
And trumpet's found, throughout the hofl procUW 
A Jolemn council forthwith to be held 7J, 

At fandcmoiilum, the high capital 
Of Satan and hii peers . thtu fummons oU'd 
From every band and fqoared regiment 
By [.liceorchoice the worthlefl; they anon 
Wii'i hundreds and with thoufands trooping cani' 
Alteaiiedi: all *cccfi wai thron^'d, the f^W, 



And ponhci wide, bne chief the fpacions hall 
(Tboi^ Hke m cowci^d field, where champions b< 
Woot ride in ann'd, ind at the Soldan's chair 
Befydthebeftof Ptounchhalry 7« 

To mortal combat, or career with bnce) 
ThidL fwarm'dy both on the groond and in the air 
Bra(h*d widi tbc hUs of roftling wings. As bees 
In fpring time, when the fan with Taunis rides. 
Poor Ibfth their popolons youth aboot the hive 770 
In dnflen; they among frefli dews and flowers 
Fly to and fro, or on the fmoothed plank, 
The Inborb of their draw-built citadel, 
New mbb'd with balm, expatiate and confer 
Theur (late affidrs. So thick the aery croud 775 
SwarmM and were (faraitenM; till the fignal given. 
Behold a wonder! they but now who feem'd 
In bigneis to fnrpais Earth's giant Tons, 
Now lefs then fmalleft dwarfs, in narrow room 
Throng nnmberlefs, like that pygmean race 780 
Beyond the Indian mount, or faery elves, 
Whofe midnight revels by a forefl fide 
Or fountain ibme belated pealant fees. 
Or dreams he (ees, while over-head the Moon 
Siti arbitrefs, and nearer to the earth 785 

Wheels her pale courfe, they on their mirth and dance 
Intent, with jocund mufic charm his ear ; 
At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds. 
Thus incorporeal fpi*rits to ixnalleft forms 
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Xocil. 


R(duo"d their Ihapti immcnfc, and were at large, 


Tho;,gl, without number IliU imidrt the hail 
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01 tt.ai micrnal coavl. But far within, 




And in iheir own dimenfions like tiiemftlvei. 




The gicst Icraphic lor<l» and cherubim 




In clffe .«e(i and fectel conclave fat 
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A th-ufind demi-godi on golden feat*. 




Frequtni jiid full. After /hui t Clcncc then 




Ar«J fummons read, the great confult began. 





Til Endnfiki Firjt Bstk. 
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BOOK II. 

€it flrgument. 

The cooAiltatSnB bcgna, Sataa debates wbecher another hattrl he to 
be baurded for the recovery of Heaven: fonie atlvii'e ir, i thrri (jif- 
foatic* A third propofal is preferr*J« meiitionM let'n- e S> s ".ir, tu 
fcarch tbe troth of that prophecj or tradition in Hejvcu cnurrrniBs 
•iKKher wnrldi and another kind of creatare equal or no: imicii in- 
ferior to themfelveSf a*>out thii time to be created : ihcir duaut vihn 
IhaJ] b« fnit oa this diifkulc fearch : Satan tlicir rhirt' umiertiiiiec 
alone the voyapt it hoaorM and applauded. The council t'liui 
ended, the reft betake them feveral uay^, and to fo'Lril rtnpNiy. 
menttt a* their inclinations led them, to entertain the ii:ne till 
Satan retara* He paflcs on hit journey to Hi'U g<itr«, f.aJ.-> ihciii 
flint, and who fat there to K<i*rd them, by vthnm at It^n^.th tli^y arc 
epen'd, and difcover tu htm the great guU betwrrn Hell iind Hca- 
Ten; 'with M'hac difficulty he paires through, dircAcd by cii.uv, the* 
Power of that place, to the light of this new wurli vhit!) h- rmi ',!ti« 

J-JicH on a throne of royal ftatc, which far 

Outihone the wealth of Ormus and of Ind, 

Or where the gorgeous Eaft with richcfl hand 

Show'rs on her kings barbaric pearl and gold, 

Satan exalted fat, by merit rais*d 5 

To that bad eminence ; and from def]>air 

Thus high uplifted beyond hope, afpircs 

Beyond thus high, infatiate to pniTiie 

Vain war with Heav'n, and by fuccefs untaught 

Jlis proud imaginations thus difplay'd. \va 

Pow'rs anJ Dominions^ Deities o( V\c;!i\'v\, 
Fur flnceno deep within her gulf cai\ \vqV\ 



104 ■ PAKADISE tOiT. Bonti 

Immortal vigor, though appreft'd and fall'n, 
I give not Heav'n for loft. From thii defccnt 
Cclcftial Virtues riling, *iiJ appear ] 

More glorious and more dread than from no fall. 
And tnjft themfdrei to fear no (econd fate. 
Me though juft right, and the Rx'd laws of Heav'n 
Did firfi create your leader, next free choice, 
With what bcfidei, ia eouofel or in light, a 

Hath bfen achiev'd of merit, yet this lofs 
Thus far at leaft recover'd. hath much more 
Efiablifh'd in a fafe uncnvied throne 
Yielded with full eaofent. The happier (late 
In Heav'n, which follows dignity, might draw l 
Envy from each inferior; but who here 
Will envy whom the higbeft place expo'fci 
Forcmotl to ftand againft the Thund'ier's aim 
Your bulwark, and condemnj to greateft (hare 
Of eiidlefs pain '. where there 'a then no good 31 
For which to ftrive, no Hrife can grow up there 
From fa^ioD ; for none Aire will cUme in Hell 
Precedence, none, whofc portion is fo fmall 
or prefent pain, that with ambitious mind 
^\'ill covet more. With this adiantage then 3, 

To union, and firm faith, and firm accord. 
More than can be in Heav'n, we now return 
To clame our jud inheritance of old, 
Su/Kr to profper than profperity 
Could have alTur'd i»; and by whWl«&.ii»^, ^ 
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Whether of open war or covert guile, 

We now debate; who can advife, may fpeak. 

He ceas'd, and oe)Ct him Moloch, iceptcr'd king, 
Stood up, the ftrooged and the fierce (I rpirir. 
That fought in Hcav*n, now fiercer by dcfpair : 45 
His trud was with th* Eternal to he deem'd 
Equal in flrength, and rather than be Icfs 
Car*d not to be at all ; with that care lo(l 
Went all his fear : of Cod, or XcU, or worfe 
He reck'd not, and thefe words thereafter fpakc. 50 

My ientence is for open war : of wiles. 
More unexpert, I boad not : them let thole 
Contrive who need, or when they need, not now. 
For while they fit contriving, (hall the reft. 
Millions that (land in arms, and longing wait S5 
The (ignal to afcend, fit lingVing here 
Heav*n*s fugitives, and for their dwelling place 
Accept this dark opprobrious den of Ihame, 
The prifon of his tyranny who reigns 
By our delay ? No, let us rather chufe, Co 

Arm*d with Hell flames and fury, all at once 
0*er Heav'n*s high tow*r$ to force rcfiftlcfs way, 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
AgainCl the TortVer; when to meet the noifc 
Of his Almighty engin he (hall hear 65 

Infernal thunder, and for lightning fee 
Black fire and horror /hot with equal ra^e 
Among his dtigels, 2nd his throne itfcU 
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*n 


Mis'd with Tartarean fulphur, and ftrange fire, 


■■1 


HisowninicDtedtDrmenu. But perhaps 


Tt 


The viy fccmi difficult and Iteep to Icale 




With upright wing againft a higher foe. 




Ln fuch bethink them, if the flcepy dreneli 




or that forgetful lake beniim not Hill, 




That in QUt proper motion we afcend 


M 


Up to i.ur nati.e feat : defctnt and faU 




To us is adrerrc. Who but felt of late, 




Whciu the fierce Foe hung on our broken rear 




Infulting, and purfueil us through the deep. 




With what compulGon and lahoiiout flight 


8a 


We funk thus low ! Th' afctnt is eaf>- then ; 




Tir event is feir'd ; (hould we again provoke 




Our ntonger, fome worfe way hii wrath may find 


To our dcftruftion ; if there be in Hell 




Fc:ar to be worfe deftroy'd : what can he worfe 


ti 


Than to dwell here, driv'n out from blifs, eonden 


an-d 


In this abhorred deep to utter vroe; 








MnH exercile us without hope of end. 




The valTalsof his anger, when the fcourge 


90 


Inciiuraljly, and the torturing hour 




Ci\U us to penance ? More dellroy'd than thui 




We (hould he quite abolilh'd and expire. 




What fear we then ! whit doubt we to incenfe 




His utmad ire i which to the highth cnrag'd. 


9J 


Will cither qiu'te confume us, and redaw 





JMfXt lABABUSMST.- IO7 

Tpo nothing tUt dfentiil^ hapirfer fiur 

Than mUenhlB taliaTe eternal bcbg : 

Or if oar iubflancebeiadeed difiiiey 

AodoumotceaietojWy.iKareat word- - xoo- 

Oft tbb fide nothing ; aad'bf proof wc £oel 

Oar pow*r fiiffidBnt to d&ftorb his Heaven, 

And with perpetval inroad< to alarms 

Thongh inaoccflibk, Mk'fatal throne : 

Which if not viQorf la ]ret rerenge. Z05 

He ended frow nin g, and his lool^ denoanc*d 
Dcip'rate rerengr, and battel dangomis 
To kfi than gods. On lb* other fide up roie 
Belial, in ttCt more gracefiil and hmnane; 
A fairer perfimloftaot Hcar'n; he fiem'd ZXO 

For dignity conpos'd and high exploit : 
But all was falfc and hollow ; though his tongue 
Dropt manna, and ootdd make the worfe appear 
The better reafon, to perplex and daOi ■ 
Matured counfels : for his thoughts were low ; 115 
To vice induArious, but to nobler deeds 
Timorous and flothfol : yet he pleas*d the ear. 
And with perfuafive accent thus began. 

I fhould be much for open war, O Peers, 
As not behind in hate; if what was org*d 120 

Main reafon to perfiiade immediate war. 
Did not diHuade me mofl, and feem to ca(l 
Ominous conjedlure on the whole fuccefs : 
When he who mod excels in faA of arms. 



In what IiE conn&Is and Ln wliit excels 
Miflruflful, groonds his counge on dejpair 
And n«er diflblntion, as the fcope 
Of all his aim, after famt dire rcTcnge. 
I'irft, what rcTcnge .' the toweii of Heav'n art (ill 
"With armed watch, that render all Bccefs 
Impregnable; oft an the bord'ring deep 
Incamp their lemons, ot with (Sbftnre wing 
Scout far and wide into the realm of Niglit, 
Scorning furprift. Or could we break our way 
By force, and at our heels all HeU Ihauld rife 
■With blackcft infurtetHon, to confound 
Jleav'n's pureft light, yet our great Eattej 
All incorruptible woald on Wm throne 
Sit iinpollnted, and ih' ethereal mould 
Incapable of (lain, would fooii eipel 
Her milchief, and parge ofTthe ba&r fire 
Viaorioos. Thus repuls'd, our final hope 
Is Hat defpatr: we mnft exafpcrate 
Th' almighty Vlflor to fpend at! his rage. 
And that mad end us, that mud be our cure, 
Tohe no more; fad cure; for who would loft. 
Though full of pain, this intelledtaal be'ing, 
Thofc thoHghtJ that wander through eternity, 
To perilh talhet, fwallow'd up and [oft 
In the wide womb of uncreated Night, 
Devoid of fcnfe and motion -' and who knows, 
J-ce tJiJs be goodf whether our angrj Y«e 
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Gta ^le k^ or «il nor? how he am 
Is doabdtal; tlHt he BCfcr «U1 if liire. 
irailie^fi»«ift«lctloolcatoiieehisicie» 155 

Brlil^g ikaouffk unpoteDOC^ or vutwirey 
To ffwe hh cncmici their irifliy tnd end 
Tliein in hk ugBr, whom his uifer fiiTcs 
To pnniih cadleft ? Wfaacfioic oea6 we then } 
9mj thcf who comiiel wat, we are decreed, z6o 

Sefinv'd, and ddHn'd to eternal woe; 
Whatever dofaig, what can we (utter more, 
Vhat can we Inilar worfe ? U thi* then word. 
Thai fitting, thns ooofidting, thai in armi ? 
Vhat when we fled amain, purfu'd and ftnick 165 
With Heav'n's affli£Kng thander, and beibught 
The Deep to flielter ns ? this Hell then (ecm*d 
A refuge from tlioie woonds : or when we lay 
Chain*d on the homing lake ? that fure was worfe. 
What if the breath that kindled thofe grim fires, 170 
Awak'd Ihoold blow them into ier'n-fold rage. 
And plunge ns in the flames ? or from above 
Should intermitted Vengeance arm again 
Ifis red right hand to plague us ? what if all 
Her (lores were open'd, and this firmament 1 75 
Of Hell flKwId fpont her catara^s of fire. 
Impendent horrors, threat'ning hideous fall 
One day upon our heads ; while we perhaps 

I Defigning or exhorting glorious war, 

I Caagbt ID a Serf tcmpcft (hail be huiVd V^"^ 

/ FeJtfmeL ^ 
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Each on his rock transfik'd, th« ^oort and prey 
Of wrackbg %^iHii^Ad», or' for sVer ftnk 
Ufider yon Itolltof ocean, wl'spt iii chains | 
There to confwfe with cverhUHng grotMf 
VnreTpited, itftpiHei, tianrpri0V*d» iS^ 

Ages of hdfyttefs md ? this w^vld be worft. 
War tfie<«tbiift) open or ck»ccil*d, alike : 
My toice diilMes ; for nvhat ckAforre or gnilfc- ■ 
With him, or trho ddetWe his-tbittOy vrfaofe eye ... 
Views all things at ohcTiew ? hcliiDin Heav'ti'shighlfi 
All thefe tftt mKftiMlt tain feet and derides % H^t 
Kot mor« alvhi^ty tb refill Dor might 
than wift \i fmftrate ail oar pl6U and vifet. 
Shall we then live thus vile/tbe race of Heaven 
Thus trtMpled, thta* expell'd to fafiei* here i^ 
Chains and th«ib totments? better theft than iftorib 
By my advke ; fince fate latfstakle 
SubdvM os> and oittittiibbtedt d«eree^ 
The y'liX^rS wilt, t^ AdTct, as to <b» 
Our (heO'gth \k equals bor th* law vnjnft %Q0 

That io ordains : this was at firR refoiT'd, 
If we were wife, againd fo great a foe! 
Contending, and A dotlbtful what might fall. 
I laugh, whet) thofe who at the fpear are bold 
And ventrous, if that fall them, flirink and fear aQi 
W^at yet they know moft follow, to endore 
Exile, or ignominy*, or bonds, or pain. 
The fentcncc of their coi>qa*rcir : this is bow 



te teMrl*IMIIn*tt AUa and b«v, 

Oar Hffttmi'BmMtii^ aay noeh remit ixo 

Hb HgBr; aiil patepi thai Iw mnof*d 

lUg^riad ■■ tm afcidwg, fttHfy'd 

Vkh what b pWlkMs vheim thda ngbg fires 

Wm flfif, irUi brattKilir not their fluict. 

Ov panr cAchi thai will oracomc %ig 

Their ng«lD<i lapor, or kiur*d not fcal, 

or dtta^d at kagkh, aad to the iibce etafarm^d 

ia teaper aad la aatarc, viA Kcdve 

ludliar tha icrae hatt, and void of pain; 

TUi honor wifl grow mildt this darknefs li^ht, iio 

Befidci what hope the nevar«nding flight 

Of Ihtnredafs any bring, what chaoct, what ehsnga 

^orth waidag, fiace oor preient lot appears 

For happy thoagh but ill, for ill not worf^^ 

If wa p twcaift not to onrfelret more woe. aij 

Thna BcUal with words doth'd in Rcalbn^s garb 
OwafrPd IgaobU eaie, and peaceful floth^ 
Not peace : and after him thus Mammon fpaiLC. 

Ekher ta didathrone the King of Heaven 
Wa war. if war he heft, or to regain ajo 

Oar own right loft : him to unthrone we then 
Map hopOy whca cverlafiug Pate (hail yield 
To fickle Ghanee, and Chaos judge the (Irife t 
The iiamer vain to hope argues as vain 
The latter : for what pUct can be for ui Xi\ 

9IcUp ffair*ii'f boiud,aQlfift HeaVaMAt^^nm^ 



We overpow'f ? Suppofe he fliould relent. 

And jikiblilb grace to all, on pmnurc made 

Of new liibjcAion; with what t^es could we 

Stand m bit prcfence humble, and receire 341 

Strift law] hnpos'd, to celebrate his ibronc 

With waibkd hymns, and to his Godhead Hag 

Tsic'd hallelulaht; while he lordly liti 

Our envied Sanan, and his altar brcathcl 

Amlnullal odors »r nfial flowers, «4j 

Our fecctic olferi muft be on tafk 

In Heav'n, ths 1 ; how wearUbme 

EtemiCy fo fpenl ... » 1 paid 

To whom we hate! L>i -.dot then purfue 

% furce impoffible, by leave obtain'd ^H 

I!iiai:i:c:ptable, though io Heav'n, oar Ibte 

Of {plendid vaflalage ; but ratbo leek 

Our own good from ouHelrct, aod from oor own 

Live to ourfeivcl, though In tbii vafl rccefs. 

Free, and ta none accountable, preCeriiog iSi 

Hard libertf befoce the eaTy yoke 

Of fervile pomp. Qui grcatneli will appear 

Then moll confpicuoiK, when gieat thingt of finall, 

Uleful of hurtful, proTp'roai of adverfe 

We can create, and in what iJace foc'er a6c 

Thrive under cr'il, and work cafe out of pain 

Through labor and endurance. This deep world 

Of darknefs do we dread ? How oft amidft 

TAuJc cJomJi and duk doth HcaT'a'i alUiulin( Sin 
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Chufe to rdide, his glory onobfcur^d. 

And with the majefty of dariincrs round 

Cowen his throne; from whence deep thunders 

Mu(Vring their rage, and Heav*n rcicinblcs Hel, 

As he our dariinefs, cannot we his light 

Imitate when we pieafe ? This dcicrt lutl 

Wants not her hidden luftre, gems and gold ; 

Nor want we (kill or art, from whence to laife 

Magnificence; and what can Heav*n Hiow mute ? 

Our torments al(b may in length of time 

Become our elements, the(e piercing fires a^; 

As ibft as now fevcre, our temper changed 

Into their temper; which mud n».'eds remove 

The (enHble of pain. All things invite 

To peaceful counfeis, and the fettled Aatc 

Of order, how in fafety bed we may 28Q 

Compofe our prefent evils, with regatd 

Of what we are and where, dilmiding quite 

All thoughts of war : ye have what 1 advifl-. 

He (carce had finiHi'd, when fuch murmur fiU'd 
Th* aHcmbly, as when hollow rocks retain 28.{ 

The found of bluft'ring winds, which all night long 
Had rous*d the Tea, now with hoarfe cadence lull 
Sea-faring men o*er-watch'd, whofe bark by ciianco 
Or pinnace anchors in a craggy bay 
After the temped : fuch applaufe was heard 290 
As Mammon ended, and his fenletxct \i\t^%'^^ 
Mvifwg peace : for fuch another fvM 
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Thq' dreaded woric thin Hell : lb much the fear ' 

Of tiiunacr and the fi»ord of Michael 

Winuglit nill within them ; and no lers de^Fe m 

To found this nether empire, wliich might rife 

By policy, and long piocdfc of time, • 

In emulation oppofit to Heai'n. 

Wliich when Beclicbub percriv'd, than whom, 

Satan except, none higher fat, with graie 30I 

Al'pcft he rofe, and in hii [ifiag feem'd 

A piU'ar of Hate ; deep on his bunt ingnven 

Delibciation laC and public care ; 

And princely counfel in his face yet Ihone, 

Majellic though <□ ruin : bge he ttood 3O] 

Wi!h Atlantean IhoulderE fit to bear 

The weight of mightiell monarchies ; hit look 

Drew audience and attention Itill ac night 

Or fiimmer't nooD-tide air, while thus he Tpake. 

Thrones and Imperial Pow'n,offfpriDg of HcaT'n, 
Ethereal Virtuei; or thefe titlunow 311 

Mud we renounce, and changing ftile be cali'd 
Princes of Hell > for To the populii TOte 
Inclinet, here to conliuoe', and boild Dp hero 
Agrowingempire; donbtleji; while wedretm, 3IJ 
And kn<nv not that the King of Heav'n hath doom'4 
This place our dungeoa, not oar fafc retreat 
Beyond hii potent arm, to lire exempt 
From Heai'n's high jarirdiftion, in new league 
R/aded agalnd his thuoae, buttoicnuia IW 
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Is ftriOfft beodafi^ thBil^ thot fiur raMv'd 

Vadcr th* kwvMilt airiir Mfttr'd 

Jib oiprife ■niltliwkit lor he, W five, 

b hllMli or depth, iUI firll aiMl kft wtfl f^ 

Me Khif, and of hk kfa^fdooi lolc no pen 315 

Bl^oar icvoltf bot otcf Hell cztead 

0t enpin, end with heii filter nle 

Ve heM, as with hie flokleii thofe ia Hea? 'a. 

What fit nc tbcB ppoje^Bf peace and war ? 

War hath detemhi*d Hit and fotl'dndth loft 33Q 

Inrcparable; tenie of peace yet none 

VoodUafd or finqjlhts lor wliat peace wiU be g]hren 

To m lnil8T*d, bat caflady ftvcn. 

And ilripes, and aibitfary pnnifliment 

teflided ? and what peace can we return 33^ 

Bat to our power hoftiUty and hate, 

Untam*d relodanoe, and revenge though flow. 

Yet ever plotting how the Cpnqu'ror loft 

May reap his conqneft, and may leaft rej<Mce 

In doing what we moft in iiiiiaring feel ? 340 

Nor will occafion want, nor (ball we need 

With dangeroot expeditbn to invade 

Heav*n, whofe h^h walls fiear no ai&nlt or &^f 

Or ambufli from the deep. What if we find 

Some eafier enterprile ? There is a place, 345 

( If ancient and prophetic fame in Heaven 

Err not) another world, the happy feat 

Of fiunc new race called ^lO, about this Umc 



To be created like to ut, though left 
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or him who rutei above ; fo was his will 

Pronouuc'd among the godi, and by an oalh 

That (liook Heai'n'i wliole rircumferenee eonfittn'd. 

Thither let u. ut..._ .1'. ~ eights, tn lea.rQ 

What creaturei there ii if what mould, jjj 

Ot fubftance, ho* endu u, -..^ what their povcer, 

And where their weakacfE, houf stlempted bell. 

By force or ruhtlMv. Though HeaT'r be (hut, 

And Hcav'n's high Arbiirator fit feeoie 

In his own (Irength, thii plan maj' lie expos 'd 360 

The utmol) border of fail kingdom ) left 

To their defence who hold it : iMre peiiiapi 

Some aduantagcoui tQ nay J» achiev'd 

By fudden onfet, either with Hfll lire 

To walle hii whale crea^n, or fe(h& 36J 

AH as out own, and drive u we wen driitB, 

The puny habitaoti, or if not diira. 

Seduce them to our part;, that their a«d 

May prove their foe, and with repenting banl 

Abolilh his own works. Thii would futpifi }7ff 

Cnmman revenge, and inteirupt hit joy 

In our confufion, and oar joy apraiTc 

In his didurbance ; wlien his darling Jbni. 

Hurl'd headlong to partake witA m, ftuU carft 

Tlieir frail original,;and faded blift, 37J. 

I'ddcO- fb foon. Mvifc If this be worth 
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f Attenptiaf , or to fit in dariuMfs here 
HatcUnf vdn cmpim. Thus Beelzebub 
Mewled his detiimi cowifd, firft dcf is'd 
^r Satan, and in part propot'd : for whence, 3S0 
But fton the autlmr of all ill, conld fpring 
80 deep a malice, to coofoond the net 
Of Mankind in one root, and earth with Hell 
To min^ and infolre, done all to ijpite 
The graater Creator ? Bot their fpite iHll fenres 385 
Ks gjkNry to augment. The bold defign 
PIcaft'd l^ghly thofe infernal States, and jof 
Sparkled in all their eyes ; with foil a/lent 
They vote : whereat his ipeech he thos renews. 

Well have ye jndg'd, wdl ended long debate, 390' 
Synod of gods, and like to what ye are, 
Great things reiblT'd, which from the lowed deep 
Will once more lift ns np, in fpite of fate. 
Nearer oor ancient feat ; perhaps in view 
Of thoic bright confines, whence with neighb*ring arms 
And opportune eacnrfion we may chance 396 * 

Re-enter Heav'n ; or el(e in (bme mild zone 
Dwell not onvifited of Heav'n's fair light 
Secure, and at the bright'ning orient beam 
Purge oflTthis gloom ; the foft delidoos air, 4C0 
To bcal the fear of thefe corrofiTe fires. 
Shall breathe her balm. Bnt fir ft whom (hall we fend 
In fearch of this new world ? whom Oiall we find 
Saffidcnt ? who (hall tempt with wandering feet 
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The dark unbottom-d infinite ibyfs, 
Aad tlirough the palpabJc obfcurc linJ out 
His uncouth wny, ot fpnad hii aerjf flight 
Upboruc with indcFatlgable wings 
Over the lift abrupt, ere ho trriie 
The happy ile ! whrt ftrenglli, what »rt can ll 
Suffice, or what cvafion bear him lafc 
Throiigh the ftrift ftiitcriec ftnd lUtiont thick 
Of angeU watching round ■ Here he baj need ^ 

All circumrpcabn, and wt now do \eCi \ 

doice in onr fnffiagi', for on whom KC fend, 415' 1 
The weight of all and our laft hope rtlics. 
Thii raid, he fat ; and expc£iatian held 
Hi> loo^ lurpcnle, amiting who ippcar'd 
To fecond. or oppofe, or undettalw 
The pctilou attempt i bat allfat mute, . 419' 
Pond'ring the danger witK deep thoughti j and each 
In others count'nance read his own difmay 
Aftoni(h'd : none among tht choice and prime 
Of there Heav'n-warring champion! could be found 
So hardy at to proffer or accept 4IJ 

Alone the dreadful royage ; till at lall 
Satan, whom now tranfcendant glary raii'd 
Above hit fellowi, with monarchal pride 
Confcioas of highefl aForth, unoiov'd thus Tpake. 

O ProgcnyofHeasen, empyreal Throne), 419 
With reafon hath deep filence and demur 
tdt'dai, tboagh DDdiliQ*;'d: LoDgitUuwaf 
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I A«d hnd, flat oortfHdl bub «p to light; 
E Ov prifiM flraaf ; thb bogc caiiT» of fire, 
J Ort iif B uui to 4Moar, immHret » roond 435 

NiBcMi, and frta 6f burning adamaat 
Cftrr^d over at proUlit all egrefi. 
JhcA p«ft*d, if any pafs, the void profoaod 
Of DDciieDtbl Night raeeivcft hiai aext 
mde gaping, and with otter loA of being 449 

nicalenf hbn, phngM in that abortive golf. 
If tfaencfe ha *€atpe into whatever «iorld, 
Ok' imkaown rtgbn, what rcoiaint him left 
Than onkoown daogert, and «& hard efcape ? 
Ilil 1 fhaohi 111 become thia throne, O Peers, 445 
And tlib imperiid iovranty, adom*d 
tndi Ijpbador, ann*d with power, if ooght proposed 
And judg*d of pobUc moment, in the flupe 
tf dMimlty ' or danger couU deter 
Me from attempting. Whercfocc do' I aflfume 450 
Theft rofaltlM, and not teftife to reign, 
tbahlGng to accept as great a (hare 
of hazard as of honor, due alike 
To him who reigos, and Co much to him doe 
Of hainnl more, as he above the reft 45$ 

High honored fits ? Oo therefore mighty Powers, 
t^tror of Heav'n, though faU*n ; intend at liome. 
While here fltall be onr home, what bcft may cafe 
The preient mi/ery, and render Hell 
Matie Anfas^/r/ if there be care or ch^rm aJ» 
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To refpit, or deceive, or flack the pain 

Of this iU mannon : intermit no watch 

Againft a wakefol foe, while I abroad 

Through all. the coaib t>f dark De(hraaion 6ek 

Deliverance for us ail : tilts enterprife 465 

None (hali partake with me. Thus faying roCe 

The Monarch, and prevented all reply. 

Prudent, left from his reiblution rais'd 

Others among the chief might ofler now 

(Certain to be refus'd) what erft they fear*d ; 470 

And fo refus*d might in opinion (land 

His rivals, winning cheap the high repute 

Which he through hazard huge muft earn. But thtf 

Dreaded not more th' adventure than his voice 

ForbKlding; and at onoe with him they rofe; ' 475 

Their rifing all at once was as the found 

Of thunder heard remote. Tow*ards him they bend 

With awful reverence prone; and as a god 

Extol him equal to the Hig'heft in Heav'n : 

Kor fail*d they to exprefs how much they prai&'d. 

That for the general iafety he defpisM * 48Z 

His own: for neither do the fpirits damn*d 

JLofe all their virtue ; left bad men Oiould boaft 

Their fpecious deeds on earth, which glory' excites. 

Or dofe ambition varnifli'd o*er with zeaL 485 

Thus they their doubtful confultations dark 

Ended rejoicing in their matcbleis chief: 

As when fiiom moiintaio tops the dufky doods 
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Hmv'ii't «ktbdttAtU»t th* teuriBfoltMiMt 490 

If dauMt^Miidkwt Am with ftnttFol ^WcM 

SxMod hif t'nlttghBMM, tlw fisldiMfln^ 

The biid» lUr iiotes fciNW^ ftodlJlitittf Imi^ 

Attefttbiirjof»tiMitMliiii4vaUt)Ftiagfc 495 

O Quanc to menid«itf i»kh dovU dsom^d 

Finn «»eofdhftlds«:iMii only dlflip«ii ' 

Of crcatittti ndoMit thcmgh tioder hope 

Of heat'nlf gracbrand God prockwibg peMe, 

Tct litre in hitM^ tn«ltf , and fti4ft JOO 

Among theiMkeSy^uid levy cmrI mr«» • 

Vf^fttng di« Wth^cach other to dcfbof : 

As if (which might indace as to sccotd) 

Man had not htiUfh f&es enow befides, 

That day and night for his de(hru£Hon watt. 505 

The Stygian ooaocil thos di(]blv*d; and fbith 
In order came the grand infernal Peers : 
Midft came their mighty paramonnt, and feem*d 
Alone th' antagonlft of Hcav*n, nor lefs 
Than Heii*s dread emperor with pomp fupreme, 510 
And God-like Imitated (hite; liim roond 
A globe of fiery feraphim inclosM 
With bright imblazonry, and horrent arms. 
Then of their feiGon ended they bid cry 
"With trompets* regal (bund the great refult : 515 
Tow'ardt the fowr winds four fpeedy cheTubVoi 

Volume I, "L 
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Put to iheir tnnothi the linmding alchemy 

By litrald's loice cxplain'd; tlie hollow" ahjfs 

Heard far and wide, and all the hod ot Hell 519 

Wiih deaf ning OioDt letum'd them loud acclame. 

Thence more at eale their mindi. lud romewhat rau'd 

By falfe prcfumptout hope, Ihc ranged powers 

DiA'and, and wand'ring, each his fevcra! way 

Purfucs, ai iueliualion or led choice 

Leads him perplex'd, where he may IJkcllcft 6ni JiJ 

Truce tn hit reftlcrs thnughti, aod entertain 

The irklbme hours, till his great chief return. 

Part on the plain, or in the air fublime. 

Upon the wing, or in Iwift race contend. 

As at Ih' Olympian gamei or Pylhiao GeJdi ; 5J3 

Part turb their Rery ileeds, or (bun the goal 

With rapid whecU, or fronted brigadi form. 

As when to warn proud citiei war appear* 

Wag'd in the troubled Iky, and onniel ralh 

To battel in the clouds, before each nn 5J5 

Prick forth the aery knights, and couch thdr Tpcan 

Till thickeli legions clofe; with feats of arma 

From either end of HeaT'n the welkin butnl. 

Others with vaft Typhaan tage mote fell 

tlcnd up both rocks and hills, and ride the air J40 

In whirlwind ; Hell fcarce holds the wild uproar. 

As when Akides, from Oechalia erown'd 

With conquel), felt th' envenom 'd rnbe, and tore 

Thioagh paia op by the roots ThefliUaii fwiti. 



Mtit ffAlADUl LOIT. nj 

And UAu horn the top of Octa thivw 545 

Intotli^BiAaieftB. Othen more mild, 

Retrotcd in a lilent vallqrt fing 

VMk notci aageUcal to rainy a bmrp 

Tbdr own hcraic deedi and hapteTs fall 

Bf doom of battel; and complain tliat Fate 550 

Free ▼ictoe (hoold Inthial to foroe or chance. 

Their Sbag was partial, bat the harmony 

(What ooold it left when fpi'rits immortal fing ?) 

Snlpended HcU, and took with ravifliment 

The thronging aodicnce. In difcoaric more fweet SSS 

(For doqnenee the fiml, ibng charms the fenie,) 

Otfaen apart iat on a hill retxr'd, 

In thoughts more elevate, and reafbn*d high 

Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate, 

Fix'd fiite, free will, foreknowledge abiblute, 560 

And found no end, in waod'riog mazes loft. 

Of good and evil much they argued then, 

Of happinefs and find mifcry, 

Piflion and apathy, and glory' and (hame. 

Vain wifdom all and falfe philofophy : 565 

Yet with a pkafing forcery could charm 

Mn lior a while or anguifh, and excite 

Fallacious hope, or arm th* obdured breaft 

With ftubbom patience as with triple fteel. 

Another part in iquadrons and grois bands, 5 70 

On bold adventure to difcover wide 

ThMtdUiMiwoM, Itwf cUmc pcrVx^v* 
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Migbt yield ikcm talier habitation, bead 

Four ways their flying narch, along the banks 

Of four infernal rivers, that di%orge S7S- 

Into the burning lake their baleful (beams ; 

Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate; 

ftui Acheron of ibrmw, black and deep 3 

Cocytus, nain'd of lamentation load • 

Heard on the rueful ftream ; flerce Phlegethon, jto 

Whofc waves of torrent fire inflame with' rage. 

Far oiTfrom thefiixailow and filent ftream, 

Xrf^c the river of oblivion roUs 

Her watry labyrinth, whereof who drinks. 

Forthwith his former ftate and be*ing forgets, 5S5- 

Forgets both joy and grief, pleafure and pain. 

Beyond this flood a frozen continent 

lAiB$ dark and wild, beat with perpetual ftorms 

Of whirlwind and dire hail, which on firm land 

Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin feems 596- 

Of ancient pile; or elfc deep (how and ice, 

A gulf profound as that Serbonian bog 

BetwisLt Dam lata and Mount Cafius old, 

Where armies whole have funk : the parching air 

Bums frore, and cold performs th* effed of fire. 595 

Thither by harpy-footed furies haVd 

At certain revolutions all the damn*d 

Are brought, and feel by turns the bitter change 

Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce, 

JF^m beds pf ni|^g fire to (faurvc in ice 600 
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Their ibft ethereal warmth, and their to pine 

Immoveable, infixM, and frozen roond. 

Periods of time, thence hurried back to fire. 

They ferry orer this Lethean finiod 

Both to and fro, their finrow to anient, 605 

And wiAi and ftmggle, as they pais, to reach 

The tempting (beam, with one finall drop to iofe 

In fweet forgetfolnefs all pain and woe. 

All in one moment, and fo near the brink; 

But Fate withftands, and to oppofe th' attempt 6zo 

Medoia with Goigonian terror guards 

The ford, and of itfelf the water flies 

All tafte of livmg ^ght, as once it fled 

The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 

In c6nfu$*d march forlorn, th' advent'rous bands 615 

With (hudd'ring horror pale, and eyes aghad, 

View*d firil their lamentable lot, and found 

No red : through many a dark and dreary vale 

They pafs'd, and many a region dolorous, 

0*er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, 620 

Rocks, caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, and Ihades of 

A univerie of death, which God bycurfe [death. 

Created ev*U, for evil only gtx)d 

WHiere all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds, 

Perverfe, all mondrous, all prodigious things, (>2$ 

Abominable, inntterable, and worfe 

Than fables yet have feigned, or fear cohcciv*d, 

Oorgons, and hydras, and chimeras dir<. ^ ^ ^ - 

• ••• 
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Mean while tbe idverfaty' of God and man, 
Batan with thoughts tnflani'd of big'hell dcfign, 6.ia 
PutE on fwifC wingt, and tow'ardt the gatca af Heil 
Eiplnres his faliUry ftieht; fomelimej 
He rcouri the right hand coaft, ramelunc) the left. 
Now IhaKi wkth level wing the d«p, then foars 
Up to the fiery coocsve towring high. 63J 

As when far off at fca a fleet deCcry'd 
Hangs in the clouds, by equtnoOial winds 
dole lailiag froni Ben gala or the ilci 
Of Tcrnate and Tidore, whence merchants bring 
Theii- fpicy dnigi : they on the trading flood £40 
Through the wide Ethiopian to the Cape 
Ply Hemming nightly tow'ard the pole. So fKin'd 
Far off Che fljring Fiend : at lafl appear 
Hell bounda high reaching to the hbnid roof, 
And thrice tbrce-fold the gatei; three folds were bn&. 
Three iron, three of adamaDtin rock, 646 

Impenetrable, impal'd with circling fire, 
yet uneonfuni'd. Before the gates the** fct 
On cither Gde a formidable Ihape; 
The one feem'd woman to the wilft, and fair, fijo 
But ended foul in many a fcaly fold 
Voluminous and lall, a ferpeot arm'd 
With mortal Oing : about her middle round 
A ciy of hell-hounds neter cealinj; bark £54 

With wide Cetbetcan mouthi full loud, and rung 
A Iti^cojiiptal; yet, when v\KT\\IX,tlVO^^<;raVi 
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he<aU*d tbat flapc had none 

r, joist, or uasD, 
Or UAnn ma^ be aU*d tJiat fliadov ftcm'd , 
For ckIi fioB'd dtkr ; black it flood as Sight, 670 
licRCM tea Fanes, tcnibk as Hdl, 
Aad Ihook a dicadftd dart; ^lat iean^d his head 
The likmrfsof a kingly atmn had 00. 
fltataa was aow at haod, and from his feat 
TIk nonfier noving onvcrd came as faft 675 

With horrid llrides, Hcil trembled as he Orode. 
Th' nodaonted Fiend what this might be admir*d, 
iUbnir'dv not fcar'd ; God and his Son except, 
Created thing nought valued he nor fhunn*d ; 
ilnd with difdainful look thus firft began. 680 

Whence and what art thou, execrable fliape, 
Tint dar*ft, thoogh grim and terrible, advance 
Thy mifcreated froDt athn-art my way 
7\9 fonder g^es? through them I mean to ^^^, 
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That be affur'd, i*ithout lea*e aik'd of tlict : fiSj 
Retire, or lalle thy foUy', and learn by pioof, 
Hell-boin, not to coatcnd with rpi'rilc of Heav'n. 

To whom the gohlin full of wrath reply'd. 
Art thou that traitor angel, art ihoD he 
Who lien broke peace in Hov'n smd faith, till tbtm 
Unhraken, and in prond rcbdlioDi armi 69! 

Drew after him the third part of Hcai'n'i font 
Conjui'd againO the Kig'hcft, for which both thon 
,And they, ontcaft from God, an here coDdcinn'd 
To ivafte eternal days in woe and pain I 6jj 

And reckon'll ihou thyfelf with fpi'riti of Heav'n, 
Hfll-dootn'd, -nd breath'ft defiance heie and fcorn 
Wliere 1 reign king, and to cmage (bee more. 
Thy king and lord ? Back to thy puniftiment, 
Falfe fugitive, and to thy Ipeed add wingi, ;co 

Led with a whip of fcorpiont I pntfue 
Thy lingring, or with one ftroke otthii dart 
Strange horror Icile the*', and pangs nnfttt before. 

So (pake the gridy Tetror, and in Ihape, 
So fpeaking and fo threatning, grew tcn-fold 7C5 
More dreadful and deform : on th' other tide 
Incens'd with indignation Satan flood 
Untcrrify'd, and like a comet burn'd, 
That fires the length of Ophiuchus hnge 
In th' Aifflc Iky, and from his horrid hair 7I0 

Shake; peflilence and war. Each at the head 
i^rcli'd bif tfoiclly aim ; lh<ir fatal Vindi 
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JbchGift«ttt5«llMr»'U«lMatiiiii:blickcimidf, ■ 
> With lfiii#?i^i<tttincfy ftwighl, toiaeittlkig aa ' 
Ofor the GafpiM^ than AbImI froaft to ftooit 716 
]|i«*riiig 1 ijpcta, tHl wladf: the ilgnal blow 
T» loftr thd».4aik eMonBtor 4b mid afa^ I 
80 fiown'd then^htf aantaituitty thst HcU 
Grew dbfterafthdr frown, ftr iiwteh'd tbef flood; 
Yor uc fi r'iiti mwe moie «u ddier-UlM ^at 

To ineet ib fNtt-k tet and iMw gmtt deadf 
Had been acM<>^ wbcicof all Hell had nug. 
Had not the diakf fiyrearcft that iafr 
Jaftby-fieUgrte^sndheptthefanlkejr, 1%$ 

Ris'ii, aM wiUi'hidcoat otttery ffoih'd between. 

O Fadier, whit intends thy hand, (be cfy'd, 
Againil thy only ion ? What fory', O Son, 
Poilefles thee to bend that mortal dart 
Againft thy father's head ? and know'ft for whom ; 
For him who fits above and laughs the while 73I 
At thee ordain'd his dmdge, to exccnte 
Whatever his wrath, which he calls Ja(Hce, bids ; 
His wrath, which one day will deifaroy ye both. 

She fpake, and at her words the hellifh peft 755 
Forbore, then theie to her Satan return'd. 

So (Iraoge thy outcry, and thy words ta (Irange 
Thon interpofeft, that my fodden hand 
Prevented fpares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends; tUl firft I know of thee« ^1^ 



What thing thoa art, that dnublc-rorm'd, am] irilf 
In this iofctnal .ale firft met thou caU'ft 
Me Father, ■nd that phantarm call'll my SoDi 
I know thee not, nor tttt Taw till now 
Sighcmoicdeleftableth.nhimandthee. " Mj 
To' whom thus the poitrcfi of Hell gate R^y'df 
Kid thou forgot ait then, and do I Teem 
Now in thine eye lb fool ? once deem'd fo fair 
In Heav'n, when at th' afTcmbly, and >□ light 
Of all the reraphioi with thee combin'd Jjt 

In bold conf[»raqr againf) HeaT'a'i King, 
AU on !i fudden miferablc pain 
Siirpris'd thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy fwDiV 
Id darknefi, while thy head Aaniei thick and faft 
Threw forth, till on the left fide opening wide, 7JJ 
Liked to thee in <bape and connl'oancc bright, 
Then niining heaT'oly fair, a goddefi arm'd 
Out of thy hnd 1 Tprung : amiiement feii'd 
All th' holt of HesT'n i back they tecoil'd •fisid 
At diH, and call'd me Sin, and for a fign 76; 

Portentous held me ; hut familiar grown, 
I pleas'd, and with attrafliTC graees woo 
The moll aTcrfe, thee chiefly, who full oft 
Thylelf in me thy perfe£t image Tiewing 
Bccam'll enamour'd, and fnch joy thon took'ft ftij 
With me in fecret, that my womb concdf 'd 
A growing harden. Mean whik war arole, 
Jied^etds i^ere fought ia Hcn'iii vihtiniiTcm^V 
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Tom^piMl tlwMipyicuis down tbcy fell 
JMr^ MariloiV AoB the pitch of HcKv'o» down 
IM» drit diipk aad fai the fBDcnl CiU 
I aUbs at wkAdk thae this powcrfbl kcjr 
Irto my hind «■• g^a* with chuje to kcq> 77^ 
Thttt ffftmtac ever ftot* which none can pefi 
Vhhoot mj ofe^nlof. Penfite here I ikt 
Aboe, b«t lo^g I fit not, till my womb 
Pkcfdut by tfaeei and now cxoeulTc grown^ 
Piradlf^oai aMitioa felt and rnefnl throes. 780 

At iaftifaif odions o&pring whom thou fceft 
Wne own bcfotten, bieaking Yiolent way 
Teie thtoafh my eatfails, that with fear and pain 
DiAoftcd, all my nether fliape thus grew 
TnasfiBffiD'd : bat he my inbred enemy 785 

lottfa Iffiicd, brandUbing his faul dart 
Hade to dcftray x I fled, and cry'd out Death ; 
Hcil trembled at the hideous name, and (igh*d 
Fimn all her cafes, and back refoundcd Death. 
I fled, bnt he porfued, (though more, it iecms, 790 
faflam'^ipifch loft than rage) and fwifter far. 
Ma gfcfteo k his mother all difmay'd, 
Jiad in embraces forcible and foul 
tafcndring with me, of that rape begot 
Thde yelUng mongers, that with ccaCc\e^% cr) *\^^ 
u thou iaw*(l, hourV^ coikCtv<i^^ 
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And hourly born, *lth forrow infinite 




To mc ; for when they lift, into the womb 




That bred tiiem Ihcy return »nd howl, and gn 


w 


My bowcli, thtlr TepBll; then bnrfling forth 
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Afrclh with eonftioiu Itrrori vex mt round. 








Befurt mine eyet in oppolition fit> 




Grim Death my Ion and foe, who ftts ihcm on 




And me his parent wonld fuU foon devoor 


805 


For want of other prey, but that he knows 


1 


His end with mine involv'd ; and knows that I 


1 



Should prote ■ bitter morfel, and hii fai 

Whenerer that Ihall b* ; lb Fate pronounc'd. 

But than, O Father, I forewarn thee, Ihaa SlA 

His deadly arrow ; netaher lainly hope 

To be invulnerable in thole bright anna. 

Though tempn'd hcai'nly, for that mortal dint. 

Save he who rtigni abore, none can rellA. 

She fiDilh'd, and the Tubllc Fiend hit lore E15 
Soon learn'd. How milder, and thui aurxicr'd fmoMh. 
Dear Daughter, fince thou clam'll me for thy fitci 
And my fair fon here Ihow'ft me, liie dear pledge ' 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heav'n, an^^yl 
Tlien fweet, now fad to mintion, through direcbange 
Befall'n ui unforefeen, unlhought of; know Stl 

1 come no enemy, but to let free 
J'tvtn out this dark and difmal houfe of pain 
■*"A Jiun and thee, aad all the Ucav'tAj ^o& ■ 



• Mi 

Mfridi«Mlll'iiil^4gliv4MilMi f )p» 

tab ■uLiili^liiMiifffilil UA4OTM att 
llyfilr asImIIi;, wWiteiilr ai^ t# liBi« 

Tb ftawh with iMtt'iliig tfM k ^kat» tmMid tjb 
flM«ld be, and, 4f MMMtiig fi^ «b» flkr 

h the pwBeiit of liMit %, «Bd ttefdn irfsM I 

A IMS ^ir^im tiWIiNh ' »cf ^IIH>P^ 
Bvha^wrt'^MiM mM,tiMi|^MMF*«caMt*d, .8!S| 

Ldl lleftf%ifcrtihal|fd <iMi ^MfBt MMlifl^ 

Mibt hap t» «*«• MW iMlb': Vrthb^or oiitl>^ 

ThMifab wiM itefft liMt «efifii«« 1 hade 

To kiio#» and tWt diM Iteo^a; Ml ibon ritum, 

And briog y« to tht pfeee where thou and Death 

Shall dwell at cale, tod tip aad down rnifeca t4t 

IfTlng likiitly the haaom air, Imbahft'd 

With odefi; thM yt (K«U be M and fiU'd 

laBBBcaforably, all things (hall be-your prey* 

Heceat*d,f»t both feem^d hl^jhljr pieaf*d, aniDeath 
Oriiin*d horrible a ghaftly finile, to h«r 846 

lib falfiHl flkwld be fill*d, and Meft bto maw 
0allhi*d to that food hmur t no kfs rejoic'd 
Hlf mother bad, and thus befpake her fire. 

The key of this infernal pit by due, SiO 

And by command of HcaT*n*s all-powerful King 
I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 

VfiMffie L 14 



I'hefe adaniintin gites; agabll all force 4 

Utath ready ftinds to mtcrporc hit dart, 
Fcatlefi to be o'f rmitch'd by liting might. 
But what owe I to his mmmsnds above 
Who hatci me, and hath hither Ihrufl cne dowa 
Into thic gloom of Tartarus profound, 
To fit iD hateful oSia here confin'd. 
Inhabitant of Hcav'a, and hcarnl^'bom. 
Here in perpctut agony aod pain, 
WHli terrors aad with clamorl eoinpafs'd round 
Of mineown brood, that oQ my boweb feed.' . 
Thou art my father, thou my author, thou 
n Ihould 1 obey 






n follou 



'thou 



.ilt b 






To that new world of light and blift, among 
The gods who live at eafe, where I ihall teign 
At thy light hand roluptuous, as brfecmi 
Thy daughter and thy darling, without end. 

Thai laying, from her fide the fatal l[«y, 
Sad inltrument of all our woe, Ihc toot ; 
And tow'ardi the gate rolling her bedial tiaiB, 
Forthwith the huge portcullis high updrew, 
Which but herfelf, not all the Stygian powert 
Could once have moT'd : then in the key-hole ti 
Til' intricate wai'di, and every boll and htr 
Of maffy it'on or folidrock wilh ealc 
VnfAQent : on a fudden open fly 

H7tA impetuous rccoi! and jaitint f^"^"* 
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Th* infernil doon, and on their hinges grate 
HtfOi thunder, that the b««eft bottom Ihook 
Of Erebm. Sheopen'd, but to (hot 
Exccll'd her pow*r ; the gates wide open (bod, 
That with extended wings a bannerM hoft 885 

Under fpread enfigns marchmg might pafs through 
Wkh horie and chariots ranii'd in looie amy; 
So wide they flood, and like a furnace' mouth 
Caft forth redounding finoke and niddy flame. 
Before their eyes in fudden mw appear 890 

The feocts of the hoary deep, a dark 
dtimitable ocean, without bound. 
Without dimenfion,wherelength,breadth,and highth. 
And time, and pbce, are loft ; where eldcft Night 
And CSiaos, anoeftors of Nature, liold 895 

Eternal anarchy, amidft the noifc 
Of endleis wars, and by confufion fland. 
For hot, cold, moift, and dry, four champions fierce. 
Strive here for maft'ry, and to battel bring 
Thdr embryon atoms ; they around the flag 900 
Of each his faction, in their feveral clans, 
Ught-arm*d or heafy, fluup, fmooth, fwift or flow. 
Swarm populous, unnurober'd as the fands 
Of Barca or Gyrene's torrid foil, 
Levied to fide with warring winds, and poife 905 
Their lighter wings. To whom thefe moft adhere. 
He rules a moment; Chaos umpire fits, 
^/Uui bfded&m more enfrroils the fray 

Mil 
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By wliich h( rugns : next hitn high arlMtor 
Chance gortrwUl. Into tb» wild abyli .• 

The wamb of Nature and perhaps her graTs, 
Of neilfaet fea, narfhoie, nar air, nor fire, 
fn' >U thefe in thtir prvgquit caufa mix'd 
CODfus'dly, uid vhieh thai >nu(l e>et fight, , 
Uitlefi th' almighty Maker them ordain ) 

His dark mattrialt to Grate more ivorldi : 
Into thin wilil ahjk the wary Fiend 
Stood on the brink of MeU and look'd a whilpt . 
Pand'iing his voyage: for namrraw frith > 

He had to rrofs. Nor wai hii car lefi peal'd j 
With nuilei loud and riiinout (to compare 
Great thuigi with fmall) than nhcn Belloiu ftotf 
With al! her battering enghia bent lo taic 
Come capital city' ; or lc& than if thii fiane 
Of Hcav'n vcre falling, and thcle elcmcnti ; 

In miitiny had from htr axle torn 
TheftcdfallEaith. At lall hit fail-broad Tani 
He rptcads for flighti and in the forging linoke 
Uplifted rpuros the ground; thence many a Icagn 
At in a cioudy chair, Bfcending ridet J 

Audacioui ; but ihut feat Coon failing, meets 
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fhjttering his pennant rain plumb down he drop 
Ten thoxifind fathom deep, and to thii hour 
Dotra hid Iiecii falling, had not by ill chance J 
TJie /hong rAttff oi butt tovultiuM iJkQS^ 



Mttt- fjuuBimiMn^ 

IfifliBft «tt 'fip^ud albii» knried Urn 
At mar vriki aloft < tfait ftvf Oit'iI, 
Qgcnch'a h • hq y Ij l Uhi ■ Ahii ihi. 
Nor food dfff kads.B^lBMdcr'dwi he £ues, ^ 
TwkBag the cwMk oolififtBiiM, Judf on foot, 
q^f llfHiig} teiiofoi Uai 00*9 both otr ftod &U. 
£iM wncD • pypMH vnno^n hic wnacnwu 
With fi^^pd coorff^ fli'or hUl ormoorf dale* 
nBuet hw AXKBuaifKUif who bjt twmtn ^ . 945 
Had ftom Ids tvakcftd colkdf piitlofai*d 
The faankd fold : Ib-Mgerif the Fiend 
0.<f iiOf»oftboq>yUuoMy wiiit»fOiiyi»deofe| of raMf 
Vfitfa heady iHiids irfaf^ or iBet, poiibcs Ids wey, 
And IWiaUf of finfcSf or'nadesy or craepsy or flies * 
Acleagthaiiidvetfidhnbbabwild 95X 

Of Auniiing tends nnd Toioes all oonfiis*d» 
fiorne throagh the hoUow darfc» eiGudts Ids ear 
With loaded rehemence : thittier he pUes, 
Undannted to meet tiwre wliatever power 955 

Or fpirit of the nethermoft abyis 
|l^ght in that noiie lefide, of whom to zBl 
Wliich way the neareft coaft of darfcneis lies 
Bord'riog on light ; when (knit beliold the throne 
Of Chaos, and his dark pavilion fpiead 960 

Wide on the waftefol deep ; with him enthnm'd 
Sat iabie-refted Night, elded of thin^. 
The oonfort of his rdgn ; and by them (lood 
>ciis and Ades, and the dreaded name 
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Of Damogorgon ; Rumour neit nnd Chancf, <)6j 

And Tuniuir and Confnlioa all embroil'd. 

And Dilcard with a ibouland larioui asouthc. 

To' whom Satan turaing boldly, thui. Yc Pawtn 

And Spiiiti of tKi( nethermoft jbj'ft, 

Chaos and ancient Night, 1 come no ipy, 979 

With purpore to ciplore or to diDurb 

The fuc'Fti of your realm, but by conjhaint 

Wand'ring thii darkfome defert. as my Wiy 

Ims ihraugh your fpidoui empire up to light. 

Alone, and without jpiide, h»lf loll, I feck 975 

What readtcD pMh leadi where your gloomy boan^ 

Conline with Heav'n; or if fomc other place. 

From your, dfuninion voo, th' ctheml King 

FofTclTcE, lately, thither to amye 

I travel Mi profound; ^n& my coDrAt jtS> 

Direfted no mean leconpcnre it bring) 

To your behoof, if I tbat.rc^n hH, 

All ufurpation thence expeli'd, reduce 

Toher prig'inal darkqeli and your fw>)^ 

(Which is my prefent jotitjiey) and once moie ^ty 

Ei(.-f^ the OandsrdtheK'af indent Night { 

Vnwri be th' advantage all, mine the leveage. 

Thus Satan: and him (hut the Anarch old, 
Wi'h faltriDji 'fieffh and itfage incompos'd, 
.\n'\i.cr'd I know thee, {(ranger, who thou art, 9^ 
.Vi.ij niipht.- leading angcl^ who of late 
/'?.('/r/,tujBgaiaflH«v'tv^Kiii5,lV«»>)l^ow*i«M»(. 



I fiiw and bctrd, iw fach a mHBevBiM hoft 
Vied not in fil«io»tluoa|gh tipe frighud Vctp 
Unth nun Bpo» nitty root OD root, 995 

CoBfolion woffit conlbaadfld: aii4 Hcar'o gates 
pour'd oat bf milimt lier viAorions baads 
Faribing. 1 vpan my frcmtieta Iwre 
Keep refidcDOB; if aU I can vill icrfe 
That littla vbicb is left fo to defend, looa 

^nctoadi*d oa ()iU throngh yoor intcftin broils 
Weal(ot«g the reenter of old Hight: 6rftHcii 
Vow dungeon ftratching far and wide beneath ; 
How lately Haav'n and Earth, another world. 
Hong o'er ipy reiilaiv iink'd in a golden chain 1005 
To that fide Heav'a from whence your Icgbns fell : 
If that way be yoor wslk, yon have not far ; 
80 nuch the nearer danger; go and fpecd; 
Havoc and fpoil and nrin are my gain. 

He ceas'd ; and Satan (by'd not to reply, loxo 
Bat glad that now his (ea (hould 6nd a (hore. 
With frelh ahcrity and force renew*d 
Springs npward like a pyramid of 6re 
Into the wild czpanie, and through the (hock 
Of fighting elements, on all fides round XOXJ 

Envirou'd wins his way; hatder befet 
.^Uad more indanger'd, tiian when Argo pafs^d 
Through Bofpoms betwixt the iufUing rocks : 
Or when V\ytEss^on the Urbord fhunn'd 
g^f^bdis, 9nd by the Qti|er wlurlpooLftcc^'d. lov 
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So he with dilGcully' and labor liard 
Mov'd on, with difficulty' and labor he ; 
But he once pall, loon after when Man fell. 
Strange alterution ! 61a and Death amain 
Following hii tncii, Tuch wai the will of Hcst'ii, 
Pav'd after him > hroad and beaten way ID)6 

Oicr the dark abyfi, whofe boiling gulf 
Tamely endur'd ■ bridge of wondrous length 
From Hell continued reaching th' outmoft otb 
Of this frail world ; by which the fpi'riti perverfe 
With eafy inlercourfe pafs to and fro 103! 

To tempt or panilh mortals, except whom 
Ood and good angeli guard by fpcdal gtace. 

But DOW at lafl the lacred influence 
Of light appean, and from the wall* of HcaT'n 
Shoots far into the bolbro of dim Night 103S 

A glimmering dawn ; here Nature firll bcginl 
Her fartbeft verge, and Chaoi to retire 
As from her outmoft worlct a broken foe. 
With luinult left and with left boftile din, 1049 
That Satan with left toil, and now with tab 
Wafti on the calmer wave by dnbionl light. 
And like a wcither'beatea TefTel holds 
Olailly the port, though (broudi and tackle torn; 
Or In the emptier walte, tefcmbltng air, 104J 

Wcl^hi hU fpread wingi, aD leifure to btbolA 
far ji^th' empyral He««'n, extended vide 
III fhxult, uiKtetermln'il fquwe ot rowiAt 
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\IVith opil lo«*n«idbsttkiiicBtft adorn*il 

Of Uving ftphtr, once hu native Teat ; I c j o 

And faft by hanging in a goldca cbiin 

This pendent world, in bignefs as a ihr 

Of rnialieft magnitude cloic by the moon. 

Thither fall fnu^t with oiilchievoiit rcrcfigc, 

A(can*d> «od iq a cuiicd hgur he hies. 2055 



The E^tftbe Secoid JM, 
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pirrntind lUiaipiT np o 



H«iL holy Light, ofiipiing of H«v'd firft-bom, 
(Ir of ih' Eternal iosttrnsl beam 
/iTay t enprefi thct' unbboi'd.' fince God ii ligtit, 
•1 nil Dtrer bat tn unipprouhci Ujj^x, 
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Bright ci<ilqmffa:4>ltliri||bt dfacc faa«rte> 

Or hott^ft thiiji jilfcwp flMi I cthartri ftwtin, 

iyiiofefiw<tidttwh>,aii|l tell ?liegDfe the fim, 

Beiocc the lM«9^jlMiMfNit^ tad at tl^ 

OrOod^MwidiB'iMitfledidftiiifcft . 10 

Tbe riBng worid of wittti dariL and dcqi» 

Won irom Uirvoid udlonnlefi kfioite. 

Thee I ro^ iww withMder.wiiig, 

Sjfiap'd the StygMa poolp thoog^kng deliufi*d 

Iathatohiau«iiijeam,whlletDiiiyfli|^ 15 

Throagib otter and fibmigb mk^le darkAefi borne 

inth other «otei than to th* Oi])lij^ If re 

I fongelChaof and etccnal Night, 

Twa^thf the hear'nly Mole to ventiire down 

The dark ddcent, and up to fe-alcend, 20 

Though hard and rare t thee I reridt ikfe, 

And feel thy (oTran Tital hunp; but thou 

ReviTtt'ft not theft eyes, that roll in ?ain 

T^ find thy piercbg ray, and find no dawn; 

So thick a drop ferene hath qoench*d their orbs, 35 

Or dun fpffufion Teil'd. Yet not the more 

Ceafel to wander where the Mufes haunt. 

Clear fpring, or flndy grove, or funny hill, 

Smit with the lore of (acred fbng; but chief 

TheC) Sion, and the Aowery brooks beneath, 30 

That waib thy'haUow-d feet, and warbling flow, 

.)>fightiy I villt : nor fometimes forget 
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Thofc other tOTi nguatl'd with me in tit 
So w?rc I cquall'd with them in renowr 
Blind Thamyrii and blind Mxonldcs, 



And TinCai lad Phineu 
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Then fted on Ihoachis. i 
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But cloud inltead, and eter-during dark i|j 

Sutioundi me, from the rhcerfui ways of men 

Cut off, and for the book of KnowlrOge fair 

PrefenLid v.isii a uniTerl^l bLck 

Of Natuic'i worki to m( txpDDg'd shA m'd. 

And wirdom at one enttance quite Aut Mt. j» 

So much the rather thou, nlcftbl Light, 

Sliitie inward, and the Mind thMWgb all bw poWM 

Irradiate, there plant ryei, all tnlf) Itolti th«IKC 

Purge and difprrle, that I may fee and teU 

Of things Invilible Id mortal Ti^t. jj 

Now h*d th' almighty Father from «boT(, 
Fi-om the pure empyi^n where he (iti 
High thron'd above all highth, bent down hit eje, 
Jihcrvn workt and thrir viotks at onct to licw: 
About him all the ftnOltie* ot Henvtn W 
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ood thick as (fairs, ■nd from his fight receiv*d 

catitnde paft nttennce; on his right 
rhe radiant image of his glory iat, 
His only Son ; on eatth he firft beheld 
Oar two firft Parents, yet the only two 6s 

Of mankind, in the happy garden piac*d, 
Keaping immortal fnuts of joy and love, 
Unintermpted joy, unrivall'd love 
In bliisful iblitode; be then fiirrey'd 
Heil and thegnlf between, and Satan there 70 

Coafting the wallof Heav'n on this fide Night 
lo the dun air Aiblime, and ready now 
To floop with wearied wings and willing feet 
On the bare outfide of thb world, that feem'd 
Firm land imboibm'd, without firmament, 75 

Uncertain which, in ocean or in air. 
Him God beholding from his profpe^t high, 
Wherein paft, preTent, future, he beholds. 
Thus to his only Son forefeeing fpake. 

Only begotten Son, feeft thou what rage 8 

Tran(JM>rts our ad?er(ary ? whom no bounds 
IVe(crib*d, no bars of Hell, nor all the chains 
Heap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyls* 
Wide interrupt can hold; fo bent he fccms 
On defperate rerengc, that (hall redound 
Upon his own rebellious Ivcad. And now 
Througli all reflniat broke loofc he w\u^sV\V 

'^ ^^r oO-Heav'n, in the prccinfts oi Ka^X. 




Dirtily tow'aids tbe new cieated world. 
And man there pbv'd. uitli purpofe to t&f - 
If liLm by force h: an dtltroy, or Borie, 
liy fome Talfe guile pctiert ; uul Qiall pervert, 
I'or Man iriU hearken to liis gtoiing liei, 
And eafily tianfgreft tte fole command, 
Sule pledge of hi] obedience : To viU fall. 
He and hi) faitlilc& progeny: Whofe fault ^ i 
Whnlt; bnt his own ! lognte, be bad of me 
All he caidd lure; I made hhn }□() and r^tt, 
SuRii'icnt to haae jtooil, though tree to Ul. 
Such I created a'ii th' ctJiereEl powers i 

Anil rpi'rits, both thetn uho (lood and them « 
Freetytht^ItoodwhoAood, and fell who fell, [fail' 
Not free, what proof could they have ^v'n ftDcon 
Of trUc allegianie, conQant faith ra lone, 
Where only what tliey needs muft do ipptar'd, I 
Not ivh at they would ? vhalpmilecoiridthey reeeh 
What pleafurc 1 from lueh obedience paid, 
Wlitn wiU and rcalan (reaibn alfii' h choice) 
trfclefs and »ain, of ftiedoni both defiwild. 
Made pafGte both, had fcrr'd NecelGty, I 

Not me ? They therefbte as to ii£ht belong'd. 
So were created, nor can jullty' aeeufe 
Their Maker, « ihetr makli^, or thrir fj>te. 
As if predeftinalion o«er-[iU'd 
Their will, djfpta'd by abfolute decree I 

Oj- high ftireknowlcdgc ; they AtmttViei aw;te<* 




I 

Their 

ITftniifrtMB, immL whfcfc ■rmkA 
Thdr frecrioo, thBT tka&lm or^K'd 
The iril fat W ^ om &Bt£oB f JL 
Sdf^eopnl, fiiMcpnw^d: Mu *a3s, iLaxrrVi i.:r 
Bf th* tflhcr fiift: Mai thezcwe iaU sad gncr. 
The other a^ac : in mocf * aad jbiBr both. 
Thro' Hcm'b aad Earth, fe ftaU mr gtorr' excel, 
fiat mercy Brftnd kft fbaJk brightcft Auk. 

Thus while God ^ake, ambrofial fngnnce 6U*d 
All Heiv*a, aad in the bleilcd fpi^ts clcA 1,;6 

Scafe of new jof iaefiblc diAisM : 
Beyond coaifafe the Son of God was ftea 
Mod glorioof ; la him aU hit Father flwae 
Sabftantblly exprcfi'd ; and in his face 140 

Divine compaiBom tifibly appcar*d. 
Love without end. and without meafnrc grace^ 
Whidi vtt*riag thus he to his Father CipaVt* 

O Father, gneiom was that word WVo.^ t\^^ 




Thjfovran rcntcnce, that Man (hould find grace i 14J 

For vliich both Urai'n and Earth (hall high exloi 

Thjr piaifes with th' innumerable found 

Of hymns si ftcftd fongs, whorewith thy throne 

Incompafi lliall tefonnd thre eter bleft. 

For Ihoulii , — be loll, (honid Man, ijo 

Thy cttatnre la 'd, thy youngefl fon, 

Fall circumveDteu mu. by fraud, though join'd 

With his own folly > that be f ram thee far. 

That far be from thee. Father, who art judge 

Of ill things made, and jndgeft only right. IJ5 

Or Ihall the Adierlary thtu obtain 

ills end, and fruarate thine '. (hall he fulfil 

His malice, and thy goodnefs bring to nought. 

Or proad return, though to his heavier doom, 

Yet with revenge aceomplilb'd, and ti> Hell itfo 

Draw after him the whole race of Mankind, 

By him corrupted ? or wilt thou tbyfclf 

Abolilh thy cteation, and unmake 

for him, what for thy gloty thou hall made ? 

So Ihnuld thy goodnefs and thy greatneff both l£j 

Be quellion'd and blafphem'd without defcare. 

To whom the great Creator thus reply'd, 
O Son, in whom my foul hath chief delight. 
Son of my boism, Son who art alone 
My word, my wifdom, and efleflual might, I70 
All hall ihoa fpoken as my tlioughts are, all 
jis my eteroal parpott h»th decreed; 
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Man flnll iMi ^ditt be kft» bat TaY'd who will, 

Tct not of wiUk bimi bat grace in mte 

Fredf vondiftT^s ottoe more I will mew ' 17^ 

His bipfed powers, tboag^ forfeit and sntbrsM*d 

Bf fin to fool 4tebllaltt defiles I 

Upbcld by me, fte 4M more be Iball iknd 

On eren groottd bfrfnUbH mortal foe, 

Bf me opbdd, that h^«tay know how lQ»jl 180 

IBs faii*n conditioA ls> and to me owe 

Attliis deUfeFsnca, and to none bnt me. 

ISome I bate choftn of peeoliar ^ce 

^leaaboTctberefts lb is my will: 

thit fcft AaQ bear me eaU, and ^H be warn'd 185 

Their finfol (bte, and to ai^peaft betimes 

Tb' itKenffld Deity, while offered grace 

Invites ; for I vfiM clear their ienfes darlc, 

What may fnffice, and ibften ftony hearts 

To pray, repent, and bring obedience doe. X90 

To pray'r, repentance, and obediience due, 

Though but endevor'd with fincere intent, 

Mine ear fliall not be flow, mine eye not (hut. 

And I wiU place within tiiem as a guide 

My umpire ConiHence, whom if they will hear, 195 

^ight after light well us*d they Ihali attain, 

And to the end perfifting, fafe arrive. 

This my long fuffrance and my day of grace 

They who negleA and fcorn (hall never tade ; 

Bvt bard be hardt/i^d, blind be blinded tcvox^^ onc^ 
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That tlicf may ilumble on, and ilceper fill ; 

And none but fuch from mercy 1 exclude. 

But yet nil i( not donf ; Man diTobeying, 

Dilloyal.brcski Ms fealty and Dm 

Againft the high fupremaey of Hea»'n, at 

.AtTeamg Godhead, and fo loflug ail, 

I'o cxpiat« bit treafaa hath nought left, i 

But to dcltniftion facrcd and deTOle, 

He with his whole paHerity mull die. 

Die lie or JuHice maft ; unltTsi for him a) 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 

The rigid fatiifaftioQ, death for dfatH. 

Say heav'niy Powers, where (hall we find fuch love 

Wliich of ye will be morul to redeem 

Mans moTial crime, and juft tli' unjuft to fave ? II 

D.i cUs in all Heavto charity fb dear > 

fie alk'd, but all the heav'niy quire (tood mate. 
And nicnce was in Hcav'n : on Man'f bohalf 
Patron or IntercelTor none appear'd, 
Much lefs chat diicit upon his own head draw 11 
Tlie deadly forfeiture, and ranfome fet. 
And now wilhont ledimption all mankind 
Mu<l ha«e been blf, adjndg'd to Death and fieli 
Ily doom feyerc, had not the Son of God, 
In whom the fulocfs dwells of love divine, 3% 

Jfii liearcli mediation thus rcnew'd. 
7-:ir/ier, thy ivorxl is paft, Man (UaW Eini yuLt^ 
-4ni/ lli^! Grace not find means, lUn. tindita wi 
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The (jpeedieft of thy win£ed meflengers. 
To viiit ail thy cratnrei, and to ali 230 

Comes unprerented, imimpior'd, unfought ? 
Happy for Man, ib coming ; he her aid - 
Can never feck, once dead to fins and loA; 
Atonement for himfelf or offering meet. 
Indebted and nndone, hath none to bring : 235 

Behold me then ; me for him, life for life 
I offer; on me let thine anger fall; 
Account me Man ; I for his fake will leave 
Thy bofom, and this glory next to thee 
Freely put off, and for him laftly die 240 

Weil pleas*d; on me let Death wreck all his rage; 
Under his gloomy power I (ball not long 
Lie vanqui(h*d ; thou haft giv*n me to poffefs 
Life in myfelf for ev*er ; by thee I live, 
Though now to Death I yield, and am his due 245 
All that of me can die; yet that debt paid, 
I'hou wilt not leave me in the loathfome grave 
His prey, nor fuffer my unfpotted ibul 
For ever with Corruption there to dwell ; 
But I fhall rife victorious, and fubdue 25a 

My vanquiflier, fpoil'd of his vaunted fpoil; 
Death his death's wound (hall then receive, and (loop 
Inglorious, of his mortal (ling difarm'd. 
I through tlie ample air in triumph high 
Shall lead Hell captive maugrc HeU, aT\d ^o>n I^S 
Tbe powers ofdarkncfs bound. Thou a\. \\vt ^x'gcvX. 
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Plea*"(l, out of Hourn Oialt look down and fmile, 
While by thee rais'd I ruin all my fots, | 

Dtatli lad, and with his caieaCs glut tlie gnvc : 
Then with the multitude of my rcdccm'd :fio 

Shall enter Htlr'n loi " ' and return, 
Fathtr, to r« thy fact no cloud 

OCanscrniallrcmam, .„' ulTur'd i 

And Kconcilement ; t 1 be no more 

TlienctforUi, but in ihy ijn Jfijoy entire. aSj i 

Hij u'ords here ended, bni nis meek afpea ''^_V 
Silcni yet fpake, and lireath'd immortal Iotb ^-ft^ 
To mortal men, abone which oalj' Awne 
Filial obedience : as a Tacrilice 
Glad to be ofler'd, he attends the will 370 

Ur his great Father. Admintbn feU'd 
All Hcav'n what thji might mean, and whether tetid 
Wond'ring; but fiion th'' Almighty thns reply'd. 

O thou in Hear'n and Barth the only peace 
Found out for Mankind under Wrath, O thou a7j 
My fole complacence ! well thou kuow'It how dear 
To mc are all my works, nor Man the teaft, 
Though laft created ; that foi him I fpare 
Tli«c from my bofom and right hand, to faie, 
Hy lofing thee a while, (he whole race loll. bSq 

Th>>u therefore, whom thou only canft redeem, 
T/icii juiwreilfo tothy raturejoin; 
Antl K- thyfeir Man among men on en*, 
•ft«/oMii, *heotipeni»tll>e,tiiV\.4in&^, 
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Bf wondnmi birth : be tboa in Adam's room 385 
The hod of all Mankind, though Adam's Ton. 
Am in bifn perifli all men, fo in thee. 
As ffom a Iboood lOot, (hail be reftor'd 
As many* as are reftor'dy withont thee none. 
His crime makes gniity ail his ions; thy mer it 190 
Imputed (hall abibUe them who renoance 
Thdr own both righteous and unrighteous deeds, 
And live in thee ttanfplanted, and from thee 
Receive new life. So Man, as is mo(k juft, 
Shall fttisfy for Man, be judg*d and die, 395 

And dying rife, and rifing with him raife 
His brethren, ranibm'd with his own dear life. 
So heaT*nIy love fliall outdo hellifli hate, 
Giving to death, and dying to redeem. 
So dearly to redeem what helliHi hate 300 

So eafily de(ln>y*d, and ftill defttoys 
In thoie who, when they may, accept not grace. 
Nor (halt thou, by dcfcending to afTume 
Man's nature, leflen or degrade thine own. 
Becaufe thou haft, though thion'd in higheft blifs 
Equal to God, and equally enjoying 306 

God-like fruition, quitted all to fave 
A world from utter lofs, and had been found 
By merit more than birthright Son of God, 
Found worthieft to be fo by being good, 3 10 

Far more than great or high ; becaufe in tV\et 
JLpre bath Mbouaded more than gVor^' ;i\jo>3lii^^. 
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I'hetcfute (liy bnnulUtioD Aall ciLiIt 
"With Ihce thf mitihciod allb to this throDC ; 
Jierc Ihalt thou lit iocanwle, here ihalt rdgn 31J 
Ruth God and Man, Son both of God and Man, 
Anointed UniveHal King^ all pou^ 
I give ihce; rcif^ fororer, and alFame 
Y]iy mctitS'. under tlicc ai btad faprvne 
1'hranu, PiiiRxdoms. Paw'ri, DDminions, I reduce; 
All kneet to ihee IhUI bon-, of thcoi that bide 32! 
In Hea.'n, or Eiuth, or under Eorth in Hell. 
When <tinii attended glornuHy from Hcav'o 
.Shalt b the Aj appear, and frvn tl:ec.re»d 
The ruainiM3iiig anh-angeli tDprochane 335 

Thy ilread triboaal; FanbwicJi fnm lU winds 
The tiling, and forthwitli the dttd dead 
Of all pad ages, to the genual damn 
Shall hadtn, fuch a ped Imil nrnfe their deep. 
Then bU thy faiats alTeiTiblcd, then Ibak judge 33O 
Bad men and angejt; they arraipi'd ftatllink 
Beneath thy lenCence ; Hell, her numbcn AiU, 
I'henceforth {hall be for ever Unit. Mean while 
The world Ihall born, aad Troni herBQiet fpring 
New Hcai'n and Earth, wberdn the juft (hall dwell. 
And after all their tribulations long 3l6 

See golden days, fruitful of golden detd>. 
With joy and lore trtnmphing, and fair truth, 
7»M ihoa thy regal Tccptcr thall lay by, 
■for lepl fceptrt tfini na more Ilwtt need, V» 
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God fliaU B« dl i»alL Bitt «tt yc ffMb^ 

Adore the Stm^ttaA bafemcbifli ttaie; 

'No iqiM hiditlir ^4kiithl7 ttM'd^ tottatt 
Hie mokitiide of sog^liy trith a fluBt 345 

Load IS fro» MNblMrs wiihoaf mmbcr) Iwect 
A». from bled Toieai^. mUtaimg jof , HeBir*ii rung 
Whh }dk]ke, ndlondK JhOwiw filTd 
Th' cteniil'fBi^ii': lp<rly tcfcwttt 
Tolii'atds dtlKT Aitee tlK7 bow, and to t&e ground 
Withfblamidoiilionjdoiinitlityaift 351 

On»nr crowot invoie with tnaram and gold s 
Immortal asMcaiiti a flvw'r ¥4dch once 
Ift^Pivadift, lift by dietiBBC of Lifey 
Began to blqom ; bnt fbon for man's odtnce ^sS 
To Heav*n removed, wbcce firft it grew, there grows. 
And flew'rs aloft fluding the foant of Life, 
Aod where the nr'er of Bliis through midft of Heav'a 
Rolls o*er Ekyfian flbin'rs her amber ftceam ; 
With theie that nerer £ide the fpi *rics ekft j6o 
Bind their refpleodent locks inwreatfa*d with beams. 
Now in looTe garlands thick thrown oif, the bright 
Pavement, that like a iea of jafper (bone, 
Imporpled with celeltial tafcs fimTd. 
llien erowd'd again, then- golden harps they took. 
Harps ever ton*d, that gbttering by their fide 36^ 
Like quhrers bnog, and with preamble fw^t 
Of charmiDg firmphony they introdnec 
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Their ftcred fniig, and wakin raptures high ; 
No vnice ciempt, no voice but well could join j 

Melodious part, fuch concord ii in Hciu'n. 

Thee, Falher, GrAlhe; fang Omnipotent, 
Immutable. Immoital, Itifinice, 
Eternal King; thee Author of all being. 
Fountain of Lghl, thyfelf iniifihle J 

Amidll the glorious btightneli where thou Ctft 
Thron'd Inacceflible, but when thou (had'ft 
The full blaze of thy beams, and through a cloud 
Drawn round aboat thee like a radiant Ihrine, . 
Dark with exccHiie bright thy Ikirls appear, 2 
Yet dazle Heav'n, that brightell feraphim 
Approach not, hut with both wrngs veil tlicir eye 
Tbee next they fang of all crealian fitft, 
Begatten Son, Divine Stmiiilude, 
In »hnie confpicuont count'nance, without cloud 
Made vilible, th' almighty Father Ihjnet, ; 

'Whor.i elfe no creature can behold : on thee 
tmpreli'd th' etliitgcnce of his glory' abides, 
Ttansfus'd on thee his ample Spirit reds. 
He Heav'n of Henv'ni and all the pow'rs therein ; 
By thee created, and by thee ihiew down 
Th' afpiring Dominations : thou (hat day 
Thy Father's dreadful thunder didft not fpare. 
Nor Hop thy flaming chariot wheels, that (hook 
/tat'n'iefCTlafting frame, while o'er the nccki , 

Jioi! drov'R of Herring angels dtfatittVi, 



]hd( Irim puhk thf powert #klit loud acclune 
Thee oiily^ csteU'd* Son of thy Father's might. 
To caEccote finee vcngeaaoe on hit foes, 399 

Not £9 OB Mas : him thtoogh their malice fali'lk. 
Father of meeej* and grace, thoo didft not doom 
60 MCAff hot much more to pity' incline : 
No (boQcr did thy dear and oaly Son 
PerceiTC thee ptnpos'd not to doom frail Man 
So ftridly, bat moeh more to pity ioclin*d, 405 
He to appeaft thy wrath, and end the ftrife 
Of Bferey* and Jnftice in thy face difcem*d, 
ltq;ardieft of the blift wherein he fat 
Second to thfic, offered himfelf to die 
For Man's offirnce. O onexampled k>?e, 4x0 

liOTC no where to be fonnd lefs than divine ! 
Hail Son of God, Saviour of Men, thy name 
Shall be the copious matter of my Song 
Henceforth, and never (hall my Harp thy prai/e 
Foiget, nor from thy Father's praife disjoin. 415 
. Thns they in Heav'n, above the (hrry fpherc, 
Their happy hoors in joy and hymning fpent. 
Mean while upon the firm opacous globe 
Of this round world, whofe firft convex divides 
The luminous inferior orbs inck>s*d 420 

From Chaos and th* inroad of Darknefs old, 
Satan alighted walks : a globe far off 
It icem'd, now fcems a bonndlefs continent 
pMtk, wa/h, and wild, under the Iro^tv ol\V\\J^^ 
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Sur** Mpat'd, »iid cver-threalning florniB 41J 

O1 Chau hluA'rlng loDnd, inclement Iky ; 

^T( Ml that tide which fcom tbe wait of Heai'a, 

Thenjk dirt«nt far, feme fmill rcfleiflion gaios 

Oi pllmmttlog »lr. Ids »cx'd with temped loud : 

Hfw wfllky lh« Piend »I large in fpadoui field. 43a 

As when * tullur on Imaui bred, 

VTioft I'nowy iWge the roving Tartar hotindf, 

PtflMpng from a region fcarcc of prey 

To t'xff l'*' '^"^ °f Iftibs or yeanling kids 

On Mill «-Hcrc flocki are fed, flies tow'ard the fprings 

OiOincefW Hydifpe), Indian ftrtams, 436 

Bm in W» *•/ "S*"* "" '*" barren plaini 

■Of-Serk«»»> **«>* Chinefes driie 

V!tb fl>*»«»^ *'"'' '''*'^ "")■ *»££<"'" ''E''t ! 

i;^ pti tMt «4»dy Tea of land the Fiend 440 

V'itv4WMM>down alone bent on hiiprey; 

lA-'*. •*♦ *•*"" "'"fure in this place 

V.'A'''^^ lluic hereafter from the earth 
^V *>»!» I*» ••'*»' vapors flew 44J 

w^'^M^HtnlilKry' and vain, when Sin 
^^>,«I^W«ll'd the works of men; 
flplh^B'***' ''*'''' ""^ ■" *'"' '" """ thingi 
ikJk IMJI "^"^ Kjtpii pf glory' or laiHng fami 
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Kong^t ieeking but tbc praife of men, here find 

Pit retribotioD, empty as tlieir deeds ; 

All th* noaccMnplilh'd works of Nature*s hand, 455 

AhortrrCj monftrous, or unkindly mix*d, 

Di(ibW*d on earth, fleet hither, and in vain. 

Till final diiiblntion, wander here, 

Not in the neighb*ring moon, as fome have dream *d ; 

Thofe argent fields more likely habitants, 460 

Tranllated faints, or middle fpirits hold 

Betwixt th* angelical and human kind. 

Hither of ill-join *d fons and daughters bom 

Firft from the ancient world thofe giants came 

With many a Tain exploit, though tlien renowned : 

The builders next of Babel on the plain 466 

Of Sennaar, and ftill with vain delign 

New fiabels, had they wherewithal would build : 

Others came fingle ; he who to be dccm*d 

A god leap*d fondly into ^tna flames, 470 

Empedocles ; and he who to enjoy 

Plato's ElylJum, leap'd into the Tea, 

Cleombrotus ; and many more too long, 

Embryos and idiots, eremites and friers 

White, black, and gray, with all their trumpery. 475 

Here pilgrims roam, that (Vray*d fo far to feck 

In Golgotha him dead, who lives in Heav'n ; 

And they who to be Aire of Paradifc 

Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, 

Or in FnmcifcuD think to pafs difgms'd ; «S>^ 
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They r^fi ^^ pbneti fev'n, and pad the fix'd. 
And that ciy(tnll)n fphtte whofc balance ikIoIis 
Tlic trepMalion lalk'd, snd ihat firA mov'd; 
And iiow Saint Peter it Hcai'n's wicket Icems 
To wsii them tarilb bii keys, and now at foot 4^5 
Of Heav'n's afcent they lift their feet, when lo 
A violent aoO, vliad liom eilher cnall 
Blon'i ilicm Iranheife ten llwnfand leaffues aviy 
Intu tht devious air ; then might ye fee 
CohIs, iiooils, and habiti ftith Iheir wearers toft 4J0 
And Rutter'd inLa ragi, then rcliqnes, beads, 
Indulgences, dirpcnfec, pardons, hulk, 
I'he Tjiort of winds : all thefe upwhirl'd aloft 
Fly o'er the backUde ol the world far off 
Into a Limbo large and broad, linee call'd 4]»J 

Tlie Pandife of Fools, to few unknown 
Long after, now unpeopled, and unttod. 
All this dark globe the Picud found if he pafs'd. 
And long lie wander'd, till at laft a gleam 
Of davtning light tum'd thither-waid in hade joo 
His triTell'd (leps : far ditlant he delcries 
Afcending by degiees magnificent 
Vp to (he wall of Heav'n a IhuOure high : 
At top whereof, but far more lich appear'd 
'riir work as of > kingly palace gate, J*j 

V\'llli frnncifpiece of diamond and gold 
f'Kh.llilh'd; (hick with Iparkling orient gemi 
'/'r j'i'i'fdJ fhoae. Inimitable on un^ 
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Bf nodd, or f»7 flnduig pencil drawn. 

The (bun were ibch ti whereon Jacob faw 510 

Angeb nfcending and defeeoding, bands 

Of gnaidians bright, when he from £(aa fled 

To Padan-Aram in the field of Lnz 

Dreaming by night under the open tky. 

And waking cry'd, This is the gate of HeaT*n. 515 

Each ftair myfterioufly «*as meant, nor (lood 

There always, but drawn up to Heav*n fometimes 

Vicwlefs; and nndemeath a bright fea flow*d 

Of jafper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 

Who after came from earth failing arriv'd 520 

Wafted by angels, or flew o'er the lake 

Rapt in a chaiiot drawn by fiery deeds. 

The flairs were then let down, whether to dare 

The Fiend by eafy* a(cent, or aggravate 

His fad exdnfion from the doors of blifs: 525 

Dire£^ againfl which open*d from beneath, 

Juft o*er the blifsful feat of Paiadife, 

A padage down to th' Earth, a psfiage wide, 

Wider by far than that of after times 

Over Mount Sion, and, though that were large, 530 

Over the Promised Land to God fo dear. 

By which, to vifit oft thofc happy tribes. 

On high behcds his angels to and fro 

Pafs'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard 

From Panaeas the fount of Jordan's ftocd "^"^^ 

I'oBccrfaba, where the Holy l^and 

O ui 
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Borders or Fgypt and tli' Arabian fhore; 




So wide tlie opening fcciu'd, where boundt wei 


Tfet 


To doiknefj, fuch m3 bound the ocntn wa.c. 




Salan from hence, now on the lower (lair 


SAO 


That fcal'd by lieps of goW to Heavcu gate. 




Looks Jown with wonder at the fudden view 




Of all this world at once. As whtn a fcoiit 




Through dark and defeit wayi with peril gone 




All nij;ht, at lad by break of chterful dawn 


J45 


Ohtaini the brow of foiue high-climbiDg hilt. 




Which tn hU evt difeovers unaware 





The goodly prolpeA of fomc forrign land 
Firrt ften, or fome renown'd metropolis 
With glift'ring fplrej and pinnaeles adoin'd, j 
Wiich now the rifing fun gilds with his bcami : 
Such \i'ondcr feis'd, though after fieatcn feen. 
The fpi'rit malign, hut much more envy feis'd. 
At fight of all thii world beheld To fair. 
Round he furveyt (and well might, where he floo 
So hif^h above the circling canopy J 

Df Night's extended (hade) from enftein point 
Of Libia to the fleecy ftar ;hit bears 
Andromeda fnr off Atlantic feas 
Beyond th' horizon ; then from pole to pole j 
He views in breadth, and without longer paofe 
pown right into the world's firft region throws 
f/is fiight precipitant, and winds with cafe 
Thrniigb ihe pure marble air liis oW\(\vc •^.■i'x 
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8tvs <filluit» bat mgh hand icem*d other worlds; 
Or other -wotidt they Icem'd, or happy iles, 
Uke thofe Heiperian gardens fam'd of old, 
Fortonate Belds, and grores, and fk>w*ry vales. 
Thrice happy iles, bat who dvrelc happy thsre 570 
He ftay'd not to inquire : above them ail 
The golden fiin in fplendor likeft Heav'n ' 
Allar'd his eye : thither his courfe lie bends 
Throogh the calm firmament, (but up or down, 
By center, or eccentric, hard to tell, 575 

Or longitude,) where the great luminary 
Aloof the vulgar coo/lelUtions thick. 
That from his lordly eye keep difhince due, 
Dtfpenies light from far ; they as they move 
Their ftarry dance in numbers that compute 580 
Day s months and years,tow*ards his all-cheering lamp 
Turn fwift their various motions, or are turned 
By his magnetic beam, that gently warms 
Tlie nniverie, and to each inward part 
VTith gentle penetration, though unfeen, 585 

Shoots invifibic virtue ev*n to the deep ; 
So wondroufly was fet hi$ ftation bright. 
There lands the Fiend, a fpot like which perhaps 
Aftronomer in the fun's lucent orb 
Through his glaz*d optic tube yet never faw. 590 
The place A? found beyond expreflion bn^\\t, 
Compar'dwitl) ought on csrth, metal Ot ftoTit\ 
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Not bU pacts iike, but all alike infonn'd 
Wilh radiant li^t, u glowing ir'on with Ere; 
If metal, putlcein'tl gold, pact lilvCT clear; 
I{ (tone, carbuocle malt or chiyrolite, 
Ruliy or topai, to the twelve that Ihone 
in Aaron's brean-pUte, and a Hone befides 
Imagin'd rather oft than elfcwheie fcen, 
Tliat llonc, or Uke to thst which here below ( 
Philorophtts in rain fn long have fought, 
In vain, though by their powerfol art they bind 
Volatil Hermes, and all up unbound 
In larioni flixpes old Proteus from the fel, 
Drain'd through > limbec to hi; native form. I 
What wonder then if 6eldt and rcpoDl here 
Breathe forth elixir pnre, and riven run 
Potable gold, when nitb one lirtuous touch 
Th' amh-chemic Sun, fu far from ui remote, 
Produces, with terrcftiial humout mix'd, I 

Here iti the darli fo many precious things 
Of color glorious, and effeft fo rare ? 
Here matter new to gaze the devil met 
Undazled; far and wide his eye commands; 
For fight no obllacle found here, nor ftiade, i 

But all fiin-(hine, as when his beams at noon 
Calmiiiate from th' equator, at they now 
Shot upward Hill direA, whence no way round 
S/aiiaiv from body' opaque can fail ; and th' air 
A'b iiiftrre fo dear, fiiarprn'd Wis ■;ifiii.\ la^ 
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HMriifi^ M iMHilden IMgb Mtb 4riii|^ 

l«y wafiag iw ii# < oa foaw ptrt dMifc cmploy'd 

He|eem*i».o» fis*4 m tsgitBtlMi deep. 

Glad was the4^rll inqpore, as aoar la Iio|ib 630 

To find whoariBhtdinea liu «aad*dag fli^ 

T« Paradiie thelwippr ftat of Ma^ 

Hisjoaniey'seiid'aiidoarAilJteifliaf «fot. . 

But firft he caftstvduwfs Ids proper l»|M» 

Whkbdfeihiflrt work him danger or d^jr: 635 

And now a ftripiing cherab he appears. 

Hot of the prime, yet inch as in his iact 

Yooth iisiii*d celeAial, and to every linih 

Soluble grace ditfbs'd, ib weU he iietga'd : 

Under a eoraciet his liowing hair 640 

In carls on cither efaeefc play'd; wings he wort 

Of many a color'd plume fpriakkd with-gold^ 

His habit fit fbr fpeed fnccina, and held 

Before his decent ftcps a fiirer wand. 

He drew not nigh unheard ; the angei bright, 645 

Sic he drew nigh, his radiant viTage tnrn'd, 

AdnK>nt(b*d by his ear, and ftrait was known 

Th* archangel Uriel, one of the ic?cti 
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Who in God't prefcnce, ncareft to his throne, 
Stanii icail) at commanil, bdcI arc hts eyes 6jo 

Th»t tun through all theHeaYcn's,DidD*nloth'Earth 
Bear hrs fwift etrsiidt, over moiH and dry. 
O'er ra and land: tiioi Salan thus accoltt. 

Uriel, for thou m Tpi'i-its that nand 

In light of God's I lorioally hright, &S5 

The fird art wonl .. enlicwiU 

Interpreter through .. ,— av'n to l>riog, 

Wher^ ail his fons t„y ci-iUafiy attend ; 
And licrc art l!keheft by fupremc decree 
Like honor to obtuo, and » hit eye 6&0 

To sifit oft this new creation round ; 
Unfpeakalile deQre to lee, and know 
Atl thefe his woodrous worki, but chiefly Man, 
IJi& chief delight and favor, him for whom 
All theft his works fo wondrous he ordain'd, 665 
Hath brought me from the quires of cherabim , 
Alone thus «andriag. Brtghteli Tcraph, tell 
In which of all thefe Ibining orbs hith Man 
His liied feat, or 6ied feat halh none, 
Sut all thefe Ihining orbs his choice to dwell; 670 
That I may find him, and with fecret gaic 
Or open admiration him behold. 
On whom the great Creator hath t>e(low'd 
Worlds, and on whom hath all thefe graces pour'd ; 
That both in, him and all things, as is meet, 675 
The anivaCil Maker wc may ptiuSf, 
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Who joftlf hath driv'n out his rebel foes 

To deepeft Hell, tnd to repair that iofs 

Created this new happy race of men 

To ferre him better : wife are all bis ways. 68o 

So ipake the fal(e Diflcmbler nnpercciv*d; 
For neither man nor angel can difcem 
Hypocrify, the only' evil that walks 
Invifible, except to God alone, 
By his pcrmiflive will, through Hcav'n and Earth : 
And oft though Wlidom wake, Sufpicion flceps 686 
At Wifdom's gate, and to Simplicity 
Refigns her charge, while Goodncfs thinks no ill 
Where no ill feems : which now for once beguil'd 
Uriel, though regent of the Sun, and held 690 

The fliarped (ighted fpi'rit of all in f leav'n ; 
Who to the fradulent impoftor foul 
In his uprightncfs anfwcr thus return*d. 

Fair angel, thy defire which tends to know 
The works of God, thereby to glorify 695 

The great Work-mafler, leads to no excefs 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praife 
The more it (eems excefs, that led thcc hither 
From thy empyreal manfion thus alone, 
To witnefs with thine eyes what fome perhaps 7C0 
Contented with report hear only' in Heav'n ; 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Pleafant to know, and worthicA to be a\V 
Had in rascwbiancc always with dcliglit \ 
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ind can comprehend 70J 

Their number, or the wlTdom bfinite 
That brought ihem forth, hut hid titdt aafts deep ? 
1 a* «hcn at hii word the tOTmUft mals. 
This ivorld'l malerittl mould, came ta a he»p : 
Confiifion hcacd wild Uprrar 7ro 

Stood, tiil'd, ftooa Tiit 1 ie tonfin'd; 

Till It hit Tecond bidd Lneli Hed, 

Light ilione, and oidei nuin u.focder (pmng: 
Si^ift to their leveral quarters halted Chea 
The tuBibrous dements, earth, flood, air, fire ; 715 
And thiscthcrEBlqnioteKenceoflteu'ii 
Flew upward, fpttited witli *>riaui.fiinni 
That roll'd orbicular, and tnm'd to fiart 
Numberldi, u thou &eft, and how they mort ; 
Each had his place appmnted, each bit courfo; 710 
The tell in circuit walk this uniterle. 
Look downward on that giobc, whofe bitbci fide 
With light fro™ hemo, though but reflcfted, lliiiiei ; 
That place ii £anh the feat of Man, that Ught 
His day, which elfe as th' other hemifphere 7tj 

Night would inrade: tmt there the neighb'nng Moon 
(So call that oppofitc fair (tar) her aid 
Timely" iuterporei, aod her monthly roond 
Still ending, Aill renewing, through mid HeaT'n, 
With horrow'd light her coantenaace trlfoim 7311 
/fence Silt and emptJci to Inlighlcn th' Earth, 
-4"t/ i/i her pale dominion chectu the nit^t. 
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That fpot to which I point is Paradife, 

Adam's abode, thofe lofty Ihades his bower. 

Thy waythoQ canft not mifs, me mine ieqiiii\s. 7 V 

Thus (aid, he turn*d; and Satan bowing low, 
As to fupcrior fpi'rits is wont in Heaven, 
Where honour due and reverence none nenlect>, 
Took leave, aud tow*ard the coaft of J'arth bc^ncdth, 
Down from th* ecliptic, fpcd with hop*d fucccfs, 74'^ 
Throws his deep flight in many an aery v^h:.-!, 
Kor ftay'd, till on Niphates* top he lights. 



The End '>f tk ThH Br.ik. 



PARADISE LOST. 

BOOK IV. 

fOit Qir$tmtnu 

Sataa now in profpeft of Eden, and nigh the place vliere he mnft no«r 
attempt the bold entcrprifc whidi he undertook alone afainft Cod 
and Man, falls inro many doubts with hlmfelf, and many pafiiooiy 
fear, envy, and def^air ; bat at length conflrms himfelf in evil, jour. 
Beys on tu Paradife, whofeoatvard prof^eA and fitution is defer!- 
bed, overleaps the bounds, fiu la the ibape of a conmoraat on tlia 
tree of Ufe, as higheft in the garden, to look about him. The garden 
deftribM { Saun's £rft fii^-of Adam and £ve ; id* wonder at their 
cKcellent form and happy ftate, but with refolution to work their 
fall ; overhears their difcovrfr, thence gathers that the tree of 
knowledge was forbidden them to eat of, under penalty of death ^ 
and thereon intends to fonnd his tempcatioo by feduciog them to 
tranrgrcff s dien leaves iliem a while, to know further of their ftate 
by Anne other means* Mean while Uriel defcending on a fnobeam 
warns Cabriel, who had in charge the gate of Paradire, that fomw 
evil IVir'it had cfcap'd the Seep, and pafy'd at noon by his fphire ia 
the (hape of a good angel down to Paradife, difcovercd after by lil < 
furious geftnres in the mount. Cabriel pronUCes to find bUn ere 
morning. Night coming on, Adam and Eve dircourfe of going to 
their reft X their bower defcribM 7 their evening worifaip. Cabiiel 
drawing forth his bands of night-watch tu walk the round of Para, 
dife, appoints two ftrung angel« to Adam's bower. Iclt the evil 
Spirit Ihould be there doiag fome harm to Adam or Kve flecping ; 
there rhey find him at the ear of Eve, tempting her in a dream, auil 
bring him, though unwilling, to Gabriel ; by whom queftiunM, he 
AornfuUy anrwers, prepares re£ftaiice, but hinderM by a ii^n fiutn 
Ke.<vcn, flics out of Paradife. 

O FOR that warning voice, which he trlio faw 
Th' Apocalyps heard cry 10 Heav*n aloud, 
Then when the Dragon, put to fccond rout, 

Caiiic furious do\.\n to be rcvcng'd on rrcn, 
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W»e ft iV JtiUitMis m earth! that now, 5 

VpaXU lime ims, our firft Parents had been warned 
llie ODBiiiig of their iecret Foe, and *fcap*d, 
Haplj ib^'lcap'd his mortal fnare : for now 
Satan, now 6rft ioflam'd with rage, came down. 
The tempter ere th' aocnfer of Mankind, xo 

To wreck on innocent frail Man his fefs 
<y that firft battel, and his flight to Hell : 
Tct not rejoicing in his fpeed, thongh bold 
Var oiTand Cearleis, nor with canfe to boafl, 
Bc^ns his dire attempt, which nigh the birth 15 
Now rolling boils in his tnmultnoos bread. 
And like a devi'lilh engin back recoils 
Upon bifflielf ; horror and doubt diftrad 
His tronbled thoughts, and from the bottom (lir 
Tlie hell within him; for within him hell 20 

He brings, and looad about him, nor from hdl 
One ftcp no more than from himfeif can fly 
By change of place : now Confcience wakes Defpair 
That flnmber'd, wakes the bitter memory 
Of what he was, what is, and what muft be 25 

Wbr(c; of wade deeds worfe ftiflerings mud enfue. 
. Sometimes tow'ards Eden, which now in his view 
Lay pleaiant, his griev'd look he Axes fad ; 
Sometimes tow'ards Hea?*n and the full-blazing fun, 
Wludi now (at high in his meridian tow*r : 30 

Then much revolring, tbut in fighs began. 
O Thfm that with /uipa/Ong glory cro^rCd, 
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1,00k 'fl from thy fole dominion like Iht God 
Of this new world ; »t whoft llgbl all the tlirs 
Hide their diminilh'd heads ; to thee I call, jj 

But willi no friendly- voitc, end add Ihy name 

Sun, to tell thee how I bate thy beams, 
That bi-iDE to my lemembrBnce from what (late 

1 fell, how jjlorioDS once above thy fpheie ; 

Till pride and worfc ambition threw me down 40 

Warring in Heav'n againft Hcav-n's matchleft King: 

Ah «liererore! hidtfcrv'd no fwch return 

yrurr me, whom he crated what 1 »ai 

In tliit bright eminence, and with hii good 

Upbraided none j nor »■( hia fenice hard, 45 

What could be Icfi thut to afG>nJ him praiA, 

The eaficft tecompcDie, and pay him thniki, 

f)oH' due ! yet all hii good proi'd ill to rae. 

And wrought but malice ; liftcdvp fo high 

I fdeind liibieOioii, and thought one fttp hi^er jB 

Would Tet me hig'heft, and in a moment quit 

The debt immenfe of endlers gratitude. 

So burdenlbme flill plying, Alll to owe. 

Forgetful what from him I ftill reeeii'd. 

And underftood not that a grateful mind 5 j 

By owing owes not, but flill payt, at once 

Indebted and diCcharg'd ; what burden then ■' 

O had his powctfol dcAIny otdaln'd 

flfe /bme Inferior angel, 1 hid (toad 

Thcnbappy; no DubOlipdc^^^^O^^'^ '^ 
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Ambitioa. Tet why not ? Come other power 

As great might hmve aipir'd, and me though mean 

Drawn to his part; hot other powers as great 

Fell not, hot ftand onfliaken, from within 

Or from without, to ail temptations arm*d. 65 

Hadft thon the iame free will and power to (Vand ? 

Tlioa hadd: whom haft thoa then or what t' acaifc. 

But Hear'n's free love dealt equally to all ? 

Be then his love accQrs*d, fince love or hate, 

To me alike, it deals eternal woe. 70 

lt(ay curs*d be thon : fince againft his thy will 

Choie fredy what it now (b jaftly rues. 

Me miierable ! which way fhall I fly 

Infinite wrath, and infinite defpair ? 

Which way I fly is HelL; myfelf am Hell; 75 

And in the lowed deep a lower deep 

Still threat*ning to devour me opens wide, 

To which the hell I fuffer feems a heaven. 

O then at laft relent : is there no place 

Left for repentance, none for pardon left .' So 

None left but by fubmiflion ; and that word 

Diidain forbids me, and my dread of Ihame 

Among the fpiVits beneath, whom I feduc*d 

With other promifes and other vaunts 

Than to fnbmit, boalHng I could ful)due 85 

Th* Omnipotent. Ay me, thc>' little know 

How dearly I abide that boa ft lb vain, 

leader what torments inwardly 1 groan. 
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While they adore mc on the throne of HelL 

With diadem and fcepter high advanc*d ^ 

The lower ftill I £all, only ftxprcme 

In mifery ; foch )oy ambition finds. 

But fay I coiUd repent, and could obtain 

By a£t of grace my former (htte ; how fbon 94 

Would highth recal high thoughts, how foon unCzy 

What feign 'd fubmiflion fwore ? eafe would recant 

Vows made in pain, as violent and void : 

For never can true teponcilement grow 

Where wounds of deadly hate have piercM fo deep : 

Which would but le^ me to a worie relapie 100 

And heavier fall : fp fhopld I purchaie dear 

Short intermiilion bought with double fmart. 

This knows my Ponilher; therefore as far 

From granting he, as I from begging peace : 

All hope excluded thus, behold in (lead * loj 

Of us cut-caft, exiPd, his new delight. 

Mankind created, and for him this world. 

So farewel Hope, and with hppe farewel Fear, 

Farewel Remorfe: pll good to me is lod; 

Evil be thou my good ; by thee at lead IIO 

Divided empire with Heaven's King I hold. 

By thee, and more than half perhaps will reign ; 

>Vs Man ere long, and this new world fhall know. 

Thus while he fpake, each pafGon dimmed his face 
fhrice chang'd with pale, ire, envy, and dcfpair; 
}yy:ch mau'd his bcrrow'd vifage, and betrayed Ij6 
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HiiD conoterfdt, if vnj -qre beheld. 
For heav'nlj minds from foch diftempers fool 
Are ever dear. Whereof he foon aware, 
Each perturintion fmoodi'dwith outward calm, 129 
Artificer of fraud ; and was the firft 
That pra£Hs*d falihood under faintly (how. 
Deep malice to conceal, couch*d with rrrenge : 
fet not enough had pra£Hs*d to deceive 
Uriel once warned ; whofe eye purfuod him down 
The way he went, and on th'AHyrian mount Il6 
Saw him dis6gpr*d, more than could befal 
Spirit of happy fort : his gefhires fierce 
He mark*d and mad demeanour, then alone. 
As he fuppM^d, all unobfenr'd, unfeen. 1 30 

So on he fares, and to the border comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradife, 
Now nearer, crowns with her inclofute green. 
As with a rural mound, the champaln head 
Of a deep wildcrnefs, whofe hairy fides 135 

With thicket overgrown, groteique and wild, 
Accefs deny*d : and over head up grew 
Infuperabie highth of lofticd (hade. 
Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 
A fylvan fcene, and as the ranks afccnd I40 

Shade above fliade, a woody theatre 
Of ftatelicft ricw. Yet higher than their tops 
The venVmus wall of Paradife up fpTvit\n \ 
fVlficA to oar geacr;i\ Sire gave profv^lWa.x'yt 
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nta liii nethec empire neighbouring round : 145 
And higher than that wal! a ciccling row 
Of goodliefi trees loaden with fairetl fruit, 
Bloflbms and fruits at onee of golden hut, 
Appear'd, wilh gay cnamell'd colors mix'd ; 
On whishtbc fun more glad iinpri;r6'd his beams Ijo 
Than in fair eicning cloud or humid bow. 
When God hath IhowVd the earlh ; fo love!)' fcem'd 
That landfkip : and of pure now purer air 
Meets his approach, and to the heart infpirri 
Vernal delight and jo)', able to drive IJ5 

AH Tadnefs but dcfpair 1 now gentle gales 
Fanning thrir odnriferous wings difpcnfe 

tfumes, and whifper whence they rtole 
Thore balmy fpoils. As when to ihem who Tail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now arc paft l6o 

c, oiTat fta north-eall winds blow 
Gabean odors from the fpicy (hare 
Of Araby the Melt; with fuch delay 
Well pleat'dtheyDack their cnutle, and many a league 
Cheer'd with the grateful fmeil old Ocean fmilei : 

lin'd thoTe odorous Tweets the Fiend itiS 

: their bane, [liongh with them better pleai'd 

Than Afmudeus with the filhy fume 

Tliit drove him, Ihongh enamour'd, from the fpoiile 

or Tobil'i fon, and with a vengeance fent I in 

Media poll to Bgypt, Iheic faft boond. 

' ft> tA ' ^fcent of tital ftccp favaje \i\\\ 
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Satan had joarney*d on, peofiTC and flow; 
But farther way found none, ib thkk intuinM, 
As one cootioutd brake, the undergrowth 175 

Of (farubs and tangling bu(bes had perplexed 
All path of man or beaft that pafs'd that u-ay : 
One gate there only was, and that look'd caft 
On the other fide: which when the Arch-fcbn fuu-. 
Due entrance he difdain'd, and in contempt, i8-j 
At one flight bound high overleap'il all bound 
Of hill or higheft wall, and flieer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf. 
Whom hunger drires to ieek new haunt for prey. 
Watching where fliepherds pen their flocks at cvc 
In hurdled cotes amid the field fecure, 186 

Leaps o*er the fence with eafc into the fold : 
Or as a thief bent to anhoard the cafli 
Of fbme rich burgher, whofe fubflaiitial doors, 
Crofs-barr^d and bolted fafV, fear no adault, 190 
In at the window climbs, or o'er the tiles : 
So clomb this firfl grand Thief into God's fold; 
So fince into his church lewd hireling!; climb. 
Thence up he flew, and on the tree of Life, 
The middle tree and highcfl there that grew, 795 
Sat like a cormorant ; yet not true life 
Thereby regain'd, but fat devifing death 
To them who liv'd; nor on the virtue thought 
Of that life^iriji^piant, but only us'd 
Forproijpea, what well us'd hadbcct\t\\c \^tH'^^^•^ 
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W Of immortality. So little knows 
Any but God aJone, to »alue riglit 
The good before him, but perverti bell thingi 
To worfc abufc, or to tlieir meanell ofc. 
I Beneath him witli new wonder now he Tiews »Qj 

^ To all delight of human fenfe expoi'd 
^M In narrow room Nature's whole wealth, yea more* 
H A heav'n on earth : fur blififul Paradifc 
^ Of God the gaiden was, by him in ih' caft 

Of Eden planted ; Eden Itretch'd her line 3IO 

From Auran eadward to the toyil lowers 
Of greot Selcucii, built by Grecian kings. 
Or where the Tone of Eden long before 
Dwelt in TelalTar: in this pltafant foil 
His far mora plea(ant garden God ordnin'd; irj 
Out of the fcrtil groand he caui'd to grow 
All trees of nobleft kind for light, fmdl, tafte ; 
And ull amid them llocd the tree of Life, 
High eminent, bloomiag ambiofial fruit 
Of vegetable gold ; and next to Life, a»o 

Our death the (ree of Knowledge grew fofl bj-. 
Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing lU. 
Southward through Eden went a titer Urge, 
Nor ehang'd his courfc, but through the Ihagg^ hiU 
Fa fs'd underneath ingulfd; for God hadthiown 
That mountain as his garden mould high rais'd %zi 
I'pon tlie rapid current, which through vi 
<"'patous earth with kindly tWrft ap iti 
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Rofe a frefli foaotain, and with many a rill 
WaUr'd the gardoi I thence united fell 330 

Down the ftecp glade, and met the nether flood. 
Which from his darkfome pai&ge now appears, 
And now divided into four main (beams. 
Runs diverfe, wand*ring many a famous realm 
And country, whereof here needs no account ; 235 
But rather to tell how, if Art could tell. 
How from that iaphir fount the crifped brooks. 
Rolling on orient pearl and fands of gold, 
With mazy error under pendent (hades 
Ran ncdar, vifiting each plant, and fed 240 

Flow*rs, worthy' of Paradife, which not nice Art 
In beds and curious knots, but Nature boon 
Pour*d forth profufe on hill and dale and plain. 
Both where the morning fun firft warmly fmote 
The open field, and where the unpierc*d (hade 245 
Imbrown*d the noontide bow*rs : thus was this place 
A happy rural feat of various view ; 
Gtoves whole rich trees wept odorous gums and balm, 
Others whofe fruit burnifh'd with golden rind 
Hung amiable, Hefperian fables true, 250 

If true, here only*, and of delicious tade : 
Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 
Grazing the tender herb, were interpos*d, 
Or palmy hilloc; or the flow'iy lap 
Of Ibmc irriguous valley fpread hct doxt^ •V^^ 

. YhnVi of all hue, and withowl iVvoiti \\\«. wfe.\ 



Another fide, umhrsgmus grots and caift 

Lays forth her purple grape, anil gently creeps 
Luxuruinc; mesa while muim 'ring waters fall 360 
Do*n the Qope hills, difpers'd, or in a lake, 
I'llat to the fringed bank with myrtle ciawn'd 
Her cryltal inlrror holds, unite their tlrcams. 
The birds their quire apply; airs, vernal airs, 
Breathing the fmell of field and ^ove, iltune 165 
The trembling l<aTes, while univerfal Pnn 
Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance 
J.cd on th' eternal Sprin;;. Not that fair field 
Of Enna, where Pfofopin guhetlDg fknrers, 
Herfcif a fiiircr How'r by ^oomy Dls 37a 

Was gatfaer'd, which Coft Cefe» «11 that paia 
To leek her through the world i DOT that fweet grave 
Of Daphne by OrooCcs, and tb' infpir'd 
Caflalian fpring, might with this ptradiTe 
or Eden (hive; nor chit Nyfeian lie 2^S- 

Girt with the river Triton, where old Chlin, ' 

Wham Gcntilet Ammon call ■nd.L.yhian Jove, 
H^d Amalthea and her florid fya 
Youni; gacchui from his ilepdame Rhea's eye ; 
Not where AbalHa kings tliclr illue guard, iSo- 

Mount Amara, though this by fame fiippoj'd 
True Paradile under the Ethiop Ibe 
By Nilus' head, inclos'd with fliining rock, ' 

■4 vcAoyeday'sjournfy high, bat. wXieTemoW . - 
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From thif Aflyrian garden, where the Fiend 285 

Saw undelighted all delight, all kind 

Of living creatufes new to fight and ftrange. 

Two of far nobler (hape ere€t and tall. 

Godlike croCt, with native honor clad 

In naked nr^jefty ieem*d lords of all, 990 

And worthy ieem'd; for in their looks diviae 

The image of their glorious Maker (hone. 

Truth, wi(Hom, iim^tude fevere and pure, 

(Severe but in true filial freedom plac*d) 

Whence true authority in men ; though both 295 

Not equal, as their fez not equal feem*d ; 

For contemplation he and valor form*d. 

For foftnefs (he and fweet attraAive grace; 

He for God only, (he for God in him : 

His fair lai^e front and eye fubiime declar'd 300 

Abfolute rule; and hyacinthin locks 

Round from his parted forelock manly hung 

Cludering, but not beneath his (boulders broad : 

She as a veil down to the (lender waift 

Her unadorned golden tredes wore 305 

Difhevell'd, but in wanton ringlets wav*d 

As the vine carls her tendrils, which impiy'd 

Subje^on, but requir*d with gentle fway, 

And by her yielded^ by him beft receiv'd. 

Yielded with coy fubmidion, modeft pride, 310 

And fweet relu£hint amorous delay. 

Ndr thofi mylierioas parts were then conctaV ^^^ 

I 
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Stood nhiJfi'ri^ lt^t^ fcr RtnAfbinttia Us 
They fat iheiQ **•« f ka^oftir Bd sAre toil 
Of their jWtta|lfri«s'i^o^*kc»iaffi•'4 
To recommend cMJZic^fr,«Dd^ade cafe 
Marc etCf, «htittoCtMrA«Mi-«fpMlte g; 

More graMfitl,«»theiii'li#p*> f^<t*^^ icU, 
NcJiarin froiti «Uch tlMicMfifiUaBt hta^ 
Yielded iheai, fid*-lMgi*tk>7 IktrOtUnc 
On the foftdBWnrte^ iumUd *ntk IfcWcn: 
The falMf nhXhtf ^***j '"^ ^ Ihc^M j; 
Still Ki tbcT (birAid fcot^tlK >c U > i»i »g Smn; 
((or gentle. ptuyoftilwrMdcMiiC fib&t* 
Wanted, MftMlbM-ddBulM U bdtoM 
Ail- onipJe, )ink,'i ta tiapiiy >M[i«i*t ttague. 
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AU belts 4|fCfc^«ttli, ftmevW^ Mi «rattdiafe 
ta vooi or wiklenMfty IbMft^ciiMi s - 

Daodled tiM IdAi bim, J%ti«» MMH^ fw4s 
GftmlMir4befaPiliM|'|lk'MMiMr«kplNUie ^45 
To make Una Mlilii tiW ^UkUmmifjkt^ maA^amth*^ 
Bklithe pnMttit gj t t l M fti> i "t ty. - i 
Infiaiwtifig, woM vkli Goidfaui tftir • 
Hb bnlAii tMlft^ Mi^T MfiriMlf iife 

Couch'a, i dl — ir IHM whk |»i>W»fMfaig ftt, 
Of bcdwanJ jiiaJwdiigV iiwdf ii>«- • 
DecUnVl ynt^hMmf-mm wkJb pB ^ m a mm 
To th'ocon iltoy^iiils tiir iMNf fiHi» 

When SaUn flilltefacevafirftlMikml^ 
fiffrce tlMM St kM^A IttTd iS^iNKk aKfffviVI M. 

lat» opr rtem «f MIA tlMii lilg^ adNMr*4l • 
Creatures of ^ th t r id d, Bsftk-boia fMrlMips 36a 
Mot fpirits, yet t» hear/alf ijpifit& bfifbt 
little inferior ; whom «f thoughts pmte 
With voniir, and eonl4 lore, IoIm^ (Ums 
la then ditiae Bifeaiibl>nie> Mid lUvfoKB 
TheHand that ivnii'dUicnioitthcip Aapchatbpovi'd^ 
Ak gentte Pair, f ttltta tbtak bow^^ . 3^6 

To«r cha»ge approaebesy wbt» all Ibclb deliglHLs. 
Will sraniOi t«i dcKiMf . yt to 9n)o, • • 
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More WMi tbc xaost your taflc is □□«' oF jo}' ; 

Hippy, bill for fo luppy lU ftcui'd 

Long ID nntinix, aad this hi^ Tiat yam heu) 

lil icDc'd for Hdi'i) to kcrp out foch a foe 

At now ii cDtcr'd t yn •\a porpoi'd foe 

To ymi, whom I nnilt ity Ihni JoilDni, 

Though 1 uDpickd^ '■ tie wiiii yoa I Sail, 

And niDtiiil asiity ut,focWe, 

Tliil 1 with yoa mti-.^.-dl, ot joawiAMtt 

Ijcnccfotth; my dwi ; biply an; not pIciA^ 

J. ike thii f»ir Paradl Mr (mfc, yet rndi 

Accept yoor Maker*! work ; bepteit me, 

Uhich 1 u bcclr pie; HeU DuU anfold, 

'I'o cntertaia yoB two, ha widefi pta. 

And Tend forth lU her kinp; tben will be mm 

Nut like theic narrow limitt, to receive 

VuuT numennu oftipriagi if im> better place, ; 

Tlunk liim who pnU nc loath la thb retenge 

On you who wrong n>e not for him who wrong'd. 

And IhouU I at your harnldt iDoacence 

Melt, ai [ do, yet public realbn juft. 

Honor and empire with Tcieoge inlarg'd, i 

Jiy conqn'ring thit ikw world, compelt me now 

To do what elfe though damn'd I Ibould abhor. 

So fpake the Fieod, and with necelGt]', 
The triant'i plea, exnu'd hit dciililh deeds. 
Then from hit iofty ftand on that high tree 3 
Z>owa be atigku anioDg the fpgtUt&^uid 
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Ctf ib^fi fiisr-fboted tind&, bMnJelf nam one, 

Km odMC^JM tkoi fly^ IbrvVi bcft Ms cod, 

Nogaor Is ifew fab prejr, and QBdjpf '^ 

To mark what of.tkar ftais far OHre mig^ kam 4C0 

Bjr wocd or idlaam aaaak'd : abom tfaoB voonii 

A Uon DOW he Mfaa wttfa finy gbvc; 

Then as a tiger, wfa»%.cfaaneB faaih fpf *4 

Ib {one pariioi t«» fctttle fiuMis.at pfai|R, 

Stiait coaches clofe, tfaoa riCag «faaBj^ olt 405 

His eoMchant vattfa, af aae wh«i4:fao6 his grcMuul, 

Wfa^nce nifluo^ be might iivcA ^eife tfacm betfa 

Griped ia each fawt a^ea Adaa» fiift ni aica 

To fir ft of womoi Eve. thus aioiSBg ^xocb, 

Tam*dhiaBLidtorlohcar«ewaneraBccA9w. 410 

4iAo Paitacr, aikdllQlc pa«t, af ail tfaefe >oy«, 
Ocaivrtfaylcifthattall; aceds auift the Kwfcr 
Tha^ laadB as» aad for as this ample warld. 
Be infiuitciripiod, aad of his foo4 
As libeyal tmd fieeaaiafiaitc; 4^5 

That raisM as 6«m tfat 4tt(l aad pfaKr'd as hesc 
Im all this happinrfsy wi^oat his hand 
Have nothing moiitad, aareaa perfgrm 
Ought whwaaf faa liatk aced, far whq retiaircs 
From u& sia otlMi fenrioc tfaaa to kttp 420 

This one, ^i eafy ^faatge, al aU the kiecs 
la Paradiie titat bear lifiidaa* frak • 
So aarioui, not to taiie that only tice 
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So near giOM's death tfi life, white'cr death ii, 41J 

Some dreadful thing DO doubt; for well thou know'ft 

flod huh pronaunc'd it death to tafle that trer, 

The only llga o( our abedicncc left 

Among lb many figas of power and rule 

Conferr'd upon u>, and dominioa given 430 

Over all other cmtniei that poSeCe 

£arth, air, «ad la. Then let lU not think hatd 

One eafy prohibition, who cnjoy 

Free leave fo large to all ihingt eUc, and choice 

Unlimited of manifold delighcc 4jj 

But let us ever praife him, and extol 

lii; biiunly, following our delightful talk 

To prune thde growing planti^ and tend tbele flowerl, 

Whidi were it IMlfame, yet with thee were r<*eet 

To whom thos Exe reply'd. O thou for whom 440 
And fram whom 1 wuforoi'd fldfa of thy delh. 
And without whom am to no end, my guide 
And head, what thou had laid i( juH and right. 
For we to him indeed all praifci owe. 
And daily thanki j I ehieliy who enjoy 44; 

So far the happiet lot, enjoying thee 
Przemincnt by lb much odds, while thou 
Like confort to thyfelf eanil no where find. 
That day I oft lemembet, when from lleep 
1 fiil\ awak'd, and found rAyfcIf repos'd 450 

Under a iJiade on flow'ts, mnch wond'ring where 
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Not diftuit fkr from thence a iniinn*ring fotuid 

Of waters idned from a cave, and fprcad » 

Into a liquid plain, then ftood onmov'd 455 

Pure as th* expanfe of Ueav*n ; I thither went 

With uDcxperienc'd thought, and laid me down 

On the green bank, to look into the clear 

Smooth lake, that to me {ecm*d another iky. 

As I bent down to look, juft oppolit 460 

A fliape within the watry gleam appeared, 

Bending to look on me : I ftaited back, 

It ftarted back; but pkas'd I ibon returned, 

Pleas*d it returned as foon with anfw*ring looks 

Of fympathy and love : there I had fix'd 465 

Mine eyes till now, and pin*d with vain defire, 

Had not a voice thus wam*d me. What thou fecft. 

What there thou feed, fair creature, is thyfclf ; 

With thee it came and goes : but follow me. 

And I will bring thee where no fhadow (lays 470 

Thy coming, and thy fbft embraces, he 

Whofe image thou art ; him thou Ihalt enjoy 

Infeparably thine, to him (halt bear 

Multitudes like thyfelf, and thence be caird 

Mother of Human Race. What could I do, 475 

But follow (Irait, invilibly thus led ? 

Till I efpy'd thee, fair indeed and tall. 

Under a platan ; yet methought lefs fair, 

JLefs winning foft, lefs amiably m\Vd, 

Than that £aiooth watry image ; bsLcV \ VsaxC ^\ b?»<^ 



Thou folbwing cryd'lt nbud, Rctarn fait Ere, 
Whom Hy'ntbeiifvbointbeB !))•'», of him ihM art, 
Kit defli, his bone; Is pn thn he'Isg 1 lent 
Out of iDf lide lo ihcc, ncsrdi a>7 bnrt, 
SuKlutiaL life, ta have Ch« hiy my fKts 4S5 

Henceforth >a lodiTidual foboe dcu ; 
Parr of b>t l«Hit I feek th«, out tbte cUne 
My other halt': wi)h thu thy gcmbtand 
.Sfis'd minii 1 TL^nl, Ud &Mi thai time fat 
Huw beauty it eaeoU'd by naaly gnm 4^0 

And wililoa, BfuciiilaDC U Inikf faie, 

Sa fpiike oar gcxnl Matfaor, aad witk eye* 
Of conjugal attEtttsn aBn^MDii'd, 
And iBcakfarnniv, kdEtTDbncu^lcai'd 
Oa oof Ml FUbcr i half lua fwlUig b*ntft 49J 
Naked net tii» us^a tkt lauiof g«ld 
Of h« Iwfe Irv&i hid : be in daligfat 
BolU of htt b«auuy aad £AanllM cbana* 
Sinil'd with fiipcrisf bnv •• Jv^ii . 
On Juna fmile), whan hatHprafiu the deads joo 
That dud May flao'n; and yrt&'d hormatnM I7 
With kiflei purs : afide tiu Daai turm'd 
For eniy, yet «ieh joiWih Ucr naliga 
£y'd them alkanre. ud lo UaiMf that pUa'd. 

Sight hateful, fight tonBcnting [ tkai ihtle twa 
Imparadii'd In ooe aBotbcr't niw, . jc£ 

TAf happitt Edea, lb»U tBJ«y ttcir &I 

^Uiti m Uiit; «bik I to Hd^an^ikM<X, 
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Where neither joy not lof«»' but fierce deitre, 
AflMNig our other ttfrnento not the ietft 510 

fltiUnnfiilfiU*dwhhp«inoflon^gpiBea* - j 
Tet.kt me not forget whit I bare gidn'd ! 
From their own aonthi: ili if not theirs it ftems; 
One fiitai tree tliere fiindfl of Knowledge etil*d 
Forbidden them to taAe: knowledge forhiddto ? s^S 
SoTpicioas, reafonleis. Why (boidd their Lord 
Bnry diem that ? CMi it be jintolmpwi 
Can it be death ? and do they o^y fland ■ 
By ignorance ? is that their hsppy flute, . 
The proof of thehr obedience and thehr iaithi 520 
O fair fonndation kid whereon to bnild 
Their rain! Hence I wtlLeseite thdr minds- 
With more defire to know, and to nje£t 
Envbns commands, invented with deHgn 1 
To keep tliem low wliom knowledge might exalt 515- 
Eqnal with gods : aipirtng to be fuch, 
Tlwy tafte and die : what likelier can enfae ? 
Bat firft with narrow ieaith I muft walk round . . 
This garden, and no comer leave nnfpy'd ; 539 

A chance but Chance may lead where I may meet 
Some wand'ring fpi'rit of Heaven by fountain ftde, . 
Or in thick (hade retired, from him to draw 
What further would be learn*d. Live while ye may^ 
Yet happy pair ; enjoy, till I return, 
Short pleafures, for long woes are to fncceed. 535 
So iaying, his proud iiep he icomful tum*d^ 
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But witk &Y cireumfpcAion, and begin 

Tbrough wood, tbraugii walti, a'cr bill, o'er diit, Wt 

Mean while in DiDoIl longitude, where hm'n [loani. 

With earth and ocaa mceu, iJie letting Ivn 540 

Slewljr deJccadol, and whli liglu >JpeA 

Againit the eaOeni gate of Puadifa 

LcieU'd hit evening ra^; it was a rock 

Of abbaftu, jai'i yp M [be doidt, 

Confpicuous far, vnmliag witli one afeent 545 

Accedible fras«artb, ofic entntwa kigb) ' 

The reft vta; crigf]' diiii' IlKM ovcrliiuig ' ' Jt 

StiHas ttn&, iBiiattblcIodiinLi. '; ''" 

Betwixt tbdc mtky pUbi Qabrid bt, 

Chiefof tU>>gctte{iMMb,M»ri«piright; JJC 

About him f;ck'J bani* gaaaei ■■ 

Th' miarin'd rMth«*B«**^t bgt irigb M titutd 

Ctkaialan^>ii>ry,.lbkMa^bdM,aBdrpon, 

Bung high with JJwnanJ Aunlgg, aad with goU. 

Thither tame Utkl,8bHagtlMMs>>tk«c«a. ;jj 

On a faa bnm, MftAi a iuMkg. ftai 

Ik lutamB ihnw iM tte olgln, whaa wipon lii'4 



FnMk wfc« faint •fMc oonfafc w btwara 
ImpeiaouawioddlwlbMbaisnia hallc. 56c 

ChiTge and ftrift watdi, that t» tlm bappy place 

7'iUf ^ M Aflbb «( MOO cuu ta w} fghcn 
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A fpirit, zealoofiy ss be leem*d, to know 565 

More of th' Almiglitf *§ works, tnd chidSy Min, 
God's Utcft ittage : 1 4tCttib'd bi& way 
Bent all on fjpeed^ and Jbark'd hl& aery ^ts 
But in tlic momt that lies froa £den aoitb, 
Where be firft iigkted, iboa dUccra'd his looks 570 
Alien from Hear'n, with paiCoM fonl obrc«r*d : 
htime eye purliMd bin i^^ but under (hade 
l^ft fif^ of bbn : aac «tf the banifli'd crev^ 
1 fear, bath Yeotor'd from the Deep, to raife 
New troubles ; bin thy care muft be to find. 575 

To whom the win|^ warrior thiu return'd. 
Uriel, no wonder if thy peifeC fight. 
Amid the 'fim's bright circle where thou fitft, 
See far and wide : in at this gate none pafs 
The vigilance here plac'd, hot fnch as come 5S0 
Well known tr^m Heav'n ; and fince Meridian hour 
No creature tbence : if fpi-rtt of other fort, 
80 minded, have o*er4e«p*d theft earthy bounds 
On purpose, hard thoa know'ft it to eadude 
Spiritual fubfbace with corporeal bar. 585 

Bot if within the cireuit of thtk walks. 
In wbfldbever ffatpe be lutki of whom 
Thou teirft, fay mdrmw dawaiog I Aiall know. 

So promis'd he; and Uriel to bis charge 
Return'd on that bHght bean, who& point now rais*d 
Bore him dope downward to tbe fun iMy« WU!w v^v 
Marcath th 'AsQres : whether the puttt* %t>j^ 
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Inettdible how Twifl, had thither roll'd 

Diurnal, or thii lefs voU'ibil Earth, 

By ftortcr flight to th' Eaft. had left him there S9S 

Arraying with reflcflcd purple' and gold 

The clouds that on his «eftern throne attend. 

Now came dill Evening on, and Twilight gray 

Had in her fober iivery all things clad ; 

Silence accompained; for beall and bird, 600 

They to their graffy tout h, thcfc to ihcir nefii 

Were lluoli, all but the wakeful nightingale ; 

She all night long her amoroui defcant Tung; 

Silence wai pleas'd ' now glow'd the firmamdit 

Which living Tapbirt : HcTperut, that led 605 

The narry hoi), rode biighteft, till the Moon 

RiJitig in elooded majefty, at length 

Apparent queen unTal'd her peetleft light. 

And o'er the dark her liliermintle threw. 

When Adam thus to Eve. Pair Confort, th' hour 
Of night, and all thlngt now retir'd [0 teft 61I 

Mind us of like tepofe, Tince God hath fct 
Labor and reft, at day and night to men 
Sui^celUve; and the timely dew of lleep 
Now falEuig with Ibft Dnmbrous wright indioei 615 
Our eye-lids : other creatures all day long 
Rove idle unemploy'd, and left need reft ; 
Man hath his daily work of body' or mind 
iA/>/ioii>ted. which dedares hit dignity. 
And thcreprd of Hea«'n onSkUUuira.'ii-, ' im 
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WUk trtlicr taiawk vmiAifc nncty 
And of tWr doiBfi Ood tikes ao loeoiifit. 
To mo n wm era fireft fflornbg ftitak the oift 
With ticft ippvottch of light, ira miiil be rUen, 
Aim it oMT plBsfiuit Iftboi'i to icfofiii o%^ 

Yon flofrfff ftrbort, yonder alleys gftttkf 
Oat walk It aoon, with brtocfacr o >c igmwn . 
That mock ov feant mannring, and rcqoire 
Biotc haadt than oars to lop their wanton growth : 
Tho6 Uofiant alfii, and tbo& dropping giuns» 630 
That lie bcflimm nnlightly and nnfmooch, 
Alk riddMnce, if w« Bcan to tread with cafe; 
Mean whik, ai Nature wiils, Night bids » reft. 

To whon fchas Ete with perfeft beanty' adom*d« 
My Author and DiTpoicr, what thon bidft 635 

Unargned 1 obey; & Ood ordains; 
Ood is thy law, tlioa mine : to know no more 
Is Woman's happieft knowledge and licr praiic. 
With thee eonverfing I forget all time; 
All feafons and their cliange, all pleafe alike. 640 
Sweet is the breath of Mom, her rifing fweet. 
With charm of earlieft birds ; pleaiant the San, 
When €rft on this delightfol land he fpreads 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flower, 
Glift'ring with dew; fragrant the fertil Earth 645 
Alter loft ihow'rs; and fweet the coming on 
Of grateldl Evening mild ; then &\cnt \^V^ 
Wkk this her &kmn bird, and tbia iiSit ixvwci^ 
FeUtmeL -j^ 
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And tlicft the gems of Hcai'n, her (lany train : 
But neither breath of Morn, when Ihe afcendt 650 
With charm of earlien birds; nor riling fun 
On this delightful land ; nor herb, fruit, flawer, 
Glirt'ring with dew; nor fragrance after Ihow'rs; 
Kor giateful Evening mild ; nor lllent Night 
With this her folemn bird, nor walk by moon, 6jj 
Oi glitt'ring ftar-ligbt, without thee ii fwcet. 
But wherefore all night long [hinc thcfe ? for vhom 
Thi; glorious light, when Heep hath Ihut all eyei > 

To whom oDT general Ancedor reply'd- 
Daughter of God and Man, accomplilli'd Ere, 66a 
ThefehiTc their cnuife to £nifli round tbe earth 
By morrow evening, and from land to land 
In order, though to nations yet unb<»n, 
Minlftring light prepar'd, ihcy Tet and rile; 
Left total Darkneti Ihould by night regain 66$ 

Her old poUeHion, and extinguifli life 
In Nature and all things, which thefe foft 6xat 
Not only' inlighicu. but with kindly heat 
Of various influence fonient and warm. 
Temper or nouiilh, or In part ihed down 6ja 

Their riellar virtue on all kinds that grow 
On farth, made liercby apter to receive 
Perfeftion from the fon's more potent ray. 
Thcfe then, though onbehrld in deep of night, 674 
filiine not in rain; cor think, (hough men were none, 
S'iiafi/earVlivouIdwantfpcOMori.Goi^MftttiSf. 
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MUlions of (ptritial creatures walk the' earth 
Uofeen, both when we wake, and when we fleep : 
All theie with ceaieiefs praiie his works hehold 
Both day and night : how often from the deep 6Sc 
Of echoing hill or thicket have we heard 
CeleiKal voices to the midnight air. 
Sole, or refponfive each to other's note. 
Singing their great Creator ? oft in bands 
While thfBy keep watch, or nightly rounding walk 
With hear'nly tooch of inftrumental (bands 686 
In full harmonic number join *d, their (bngs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to Heav*n. 

Thus tallung hand in hand alone they pafs^d 
On to their blifsf ul bow*r ; it was a place 690 

Chos*n by the fovran Planter, when he fram*d 
All things to man*s delightful ufe ; the roof 
Of thicked covert was inwoven (hade 
JLaurel and myrtle, and what higher grew 
Of firm aud fragrant leaf; on either fide 695 

Acanthus and each odorous bufby (hrob 
Fenc*d up the verdant wall; each beauteous (lower. 
Iris all hiies, ro(cs, and jeflamin 
Rear*d high their floriih*d heads between,8nd wrought 
Mo(aic ; underfoot the violet, ^00 

Crocus, and hyacinth with rich inlay 
Broider'd the ground, more color*d than with (tone 
Of codlieft.emblem : other crealxure Vvcxe, 
MesUt, bird, tafc£t, or worm diuft cnUx notA.^ 
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Such was their iwc of Man. in Ihadier bcm'r Joj 

Maie facred and feqadtet'd, thoug^i but Mgn'd, 

Pail 01 SyUaoui newr (Icpt, niw Myinph 

Not Fauniu haunted. Here in clait iircfi 

With flowcFi, garbndt, and fwcct-Aidliag heilii 

Efpourcd Etc deck'd ficll her nupliil bed, ;ia 

And hcai'niy quires tbt hrmcnsui fimg. 

What day the genial ingd to our Sire 

Brought her in naked beauty more adoro'd. 

More lovely than Pandara, whom the godi 

Endnw'd with all their |iiti, and O too Uu 71J 

In fad event, when to th' uawjJcr foa 

Of Japb«t broa|ht by Heme*, Ibe Inlbai'd 

Mankind with her &ir look*, to be anag'd 

On bim who bad IMe Jars'i autbratic Sfc^ 

Thus at that Ibadyiadgeatiii'd,. bath 4m< 71a 
Both turn'd, and Badn (^n Qcjp ador'd' 
The God tint mid> both (kr. air, Nflh, and baav's, 
Which they bduU, the •KDo'an^fieiideM.giiAe, 
And (Urry pain: Than aUiiMad'lttbe nifht, 
MikerOn]oipoteat,awllhoa(k(day, 715 

Which we in our appmnted work ei»pk>y'd 
Have fiaUh'd. happy in oar nuuual bclp - 
And mutual love, the crovn at all out bbft 
Ordain'd by thee, and tbU deliooni plaaa 
For u( too lat^ when thy abundancB ariuitt Jjo 
I^rtakers, aod Dnattpt filk to the po«ad. - 

Aic tboa bail prooiJi'd frara w twa •> t»W 
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To fill theHardit who fliftU With US extol 

TI17 gfHfdmAinBmUf both when .we wike, 

An4 wiH»:«e icck, u now, thy pit of flecp. 735 

. TliU (kid fiBuniinnnit and othcp ritcfc . 

Obierfing iioiKt«.but adoration paie- 

Which God.Uke^ beft, into their inmoA bow'r 

Handed thejr went; and cat'd the putting off* 

Thde tronbleibnie diignifes which we wear, 740 

Stndt fide by fide were laid; nor tum*d I ween 

Adam tton hit lair fponfc, nor £ve the rites 

Myflerkwaof connubial lore refos'd : 

Whateier hypocrites aufterely talk 

Of parity and place and innocence, 745 

Defaming as impure what God declares 

Pure, and commands to fome, leaves free to all. 

Onr Maker bids increafe; who bids abftain 

Bnt our Deftroyer, foe to God and Man ? 

Hail wedded Lore, myfterious law, true iburce 750 

Of hnman offspring, Ible propriety 

In Paradile of all things common elie. 

By thee adult*rous Lad was driven from men 

Among the be(Hal herds to range; by thee 

Founded in reaibn, loyal, ju(V, and pure, 755 

Relations dear, and all the charities 

Of father. Ton, and brother, firft were known. 

Far be' it, that I (hould write thee fin or bbme. 

Or think thee unbefitting hoUcft pUcc^ 

Pa-pctwd /ban Jain of doxncftic (wc^ts, "V^ 
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Wbofc bed U undclil'd and diaRc pronounc'd, 

Frelcnt, or pi(i, B) binls and pilriarcht ut'd. 

Here Love hie goldcD Aiafti tmplay t, htrc lighti 

HU conllanr bmp, and tiaia hii pnrple wings, 

RagiiE here and rcTclt; not in the boDglitfmitc 76^ 

Of harloti, lorrltTt, joytefi, unindcar'd, 

Cafual (inition j nor in court amon/j, 

Mlx'd dan«, or winlon malic, or midnight bait, 

Ot fcrenate, which the flsrv'd lo»er fings 

To his proud fair, bed quitted with difilaia. 770 

Thtfc luli'd by nightingales embraring flept, 

And on their nakitl limbs the Kow'Ty roof 

Show'r'd roles, which the mom rtpur'd. Steqi on, 

Bteil Pair; and O yet hapiHef), if jt Teek 

Vo happier Aate, and koow to know bo nwrr. 77J 

Now hid Ni^t motfui'd with her Ihidawy coae 
Half way up hitt Ma, »fl fnbtuDU * auh, 
And from their ivory pott the chenibtm 
Forth ilTuing at th' Rccnftom'd konr Ibod am'd 
To their night watehei in warlike parade, - 780 

When Gabriel to hii bcm in power that Ipake. 

llniel, bilf thcTe draw otT, and onft the Sontli 
With fttiCtcA witch ; thefe other whed the North ; 
Our circuit meeti full Weft. A> flime they put, 
Halt wheeling to the niictd, half to the fpcir. ^%i 
From thHi, two nrang and fubtle fpi'ritt he ciU'd 
That Bear him Hood, ind gave them thai in diarge, 
Itbarielaod Zephop, wilh Vmiit?«A 
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Now laid pirtHpt lAcii^ ftottv ef lMinB« 
Tlib evodiqf ftMft the loa-s dtdiac ■triv'd 
Who tdk of i(MM iBfeiMl fpMt iM» 
Xisthcnnnd Wttt (wli9 CMild hiife tlMUg^ ?) eftap'd 
The^Mtof Iiilt^«iernuidl»diK>do«btt 795 

Sodi «lwff#fi ilid, feUe fift, tad Idtbcr bring. 

§0 &]ring, o» he kd Kif nidkuit fiet, 
DazxliiifCll#«Moa; theft to the bowV difcA 
Iq ftrteh «# wlw» thcjr leiigKt : Mm tlicrethcy fovnd 
Sqiiitlilw*ta«d,ck>leattbee«rof£ve, 800 

Aibyibg Vf Ilk dcvHifli art to rwch 
Tite orffon of ktr fiuic]r% and witk tbcm forge 
dliiiioos at lie Ik^, phastafoi* aod dreams, 
Or ify infpiriDg ▼eaom, he might taint 
Th' anlimd ^drits that from pure blood ariie 805 
Uke gmtle bfeatbt from riters pure, thence raifc 
At kaft dfftem|«r*d, difcontented thoughts 
Vain hopes, vain aims, Inordinate defires, 
Ble«B «p «i4cb high coneeiu ingcnd'ring pride. 
JBttt Una hitent Ithoriel with hit fpear 810 

Tooch^d Mghtly ; for no falftiood can endnre 
Tbnch of cdeftkd temper, bat returns 
Of force to Hm own likeneA : np he ftartt 
I>iicoveff*d and Airpris*d. As when a fpark 
Ifi^ts on a heap of nitrous p6wder, \a&4 \\% 

f!ft4>rtkctaa feme magazine to ftoct 
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Agaihll 3 rucnor'd war, the linutty grain 

With ludJca bluie diffua'd inflames the air : 

So itartcd up ill Lli own Ihape the Fitnd. 

Back dcpt thore two fair angds half amai'd Eao 

So fudtlcn to behold the grilly King; 

yet thus, unmov'd with fear, accoll him Iboo. 

Which of ihofe itbcl fpL'iits adjudged to HeU 
Com'rit thou, eicap^d thy prifoo ? and transformed. 
Why {ltd thou like an cnemf in wait S15 

Here watching at the head of thefe that Hcep ! 

Know ye not then, 6id Satan lili'd with feora, 

For you, there littiog where yc durll not li>ar: 

Not to know me argues yoatfelyes unknown, 830 

The loweltof your throng; 01 if ye know. 

Why alk ye, and fuperflaoui be^in 

Your mcllage, like to end as much in rain ? 

To whom thuiZephon,anrw'ringlcornwilbrcorn. 
Think not, reiolted Spi'rit, thy Ihape the fame, 83J 
Or unilirninilh'd biightneJi to be known. 
As when thou (tood'ft in Hcav'n upriglit and pure; 
That glory then, when thou no more waQ good, 
Departed ftom thee'; and thou refembteA now 
Thy fin and place of doom obfcure and foul. S40 
But come, for thou, be Ture, flialt give account 
To him who Tent us, whole charge 'u to keep 
TVi/f^lsce inviolable, and thcfe from harm. 
So /pake tbt ebetab; and hU pm vsWtt, 
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Seme b iiatfiftd bteff ^adOEdf fnct S4^ 
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tMawfeai. if J anftowtnd, iM k^ 
Ml with tilt M« tha tete Mt.tlie'ftBt, 
Or all •! oMVi ma n ^f mf wlH k^mm^- 
Or Idf boiilt 'Skj fapy ftM ^iphoii.fcoM, 
WUlft«««iiMiiiHliadM.lnftcMid> . 45i 

TlMgleMi.WBfcf^««t, Bin Mill frith «f>» 
BatiitoayiBrf flcai «Bia'dl^ iMatlHU|htsr o% 

C3iampinglil»iBMi curbs to'ibnc.mr.%. 
HebtUritwniamlramaboftthadfMett'd 866 
Bbiuutvattclftaifiiuiy'd, Nnv dtMr tbqr nigh 

Joft met, and cMpf flood in IqariMojria'd, .. . 
A^mitrng qfl^cooHnaML ^tnwkami^MiBi 
Gabriel frooi^tlie looat tbns odi'd riMd. 8^ 

O Ffkiidi, I ken" tiM ttead of obik&eiBtt 
Hailing tUt mr^aod mom by gliavfiidif«m 
Ithnrid and 2tfdmi tbvoogh tbo (bada, 
And withtlMiiicoiiicaatldrdofpigal|Hrt, 
But faded fplendor iwai wlw by bia gait 8;o 

And iarct doDeanoar ferau the Mmc ol Hctt, 
K0tm6el7tftp8fllMm«ithiN|t«iQtaft;: 
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Stand firm, for in his look Defiance lours. 

He fcarce had ended, when thofe two a{>proach'd^ 
And brief related whom they brought, where found. 
How bufied, in what form and pofture oooch*d. 876 

To ^hom with ftem regard thus Gabriel fpake. 
Why haft thou, Satan, broke the bounds prefcrib'd 
To thy tranigreifions, and diftnrb*d the charge 
Of others,, who approre not to tranigrefs 8S0 

By thy example, but have power and right 
To queftion thy bold entrance on this place ;^ 
£mploy*d it fecms to Tioiate fleep, and thoie 
Whofe dwelUng God hath planted here in blifs ? 

Tawhom thus Satan with contemptnons brow. 885 
Gabifel, thou hadft:in Heav'n th* efteem of wile, 
And fuch I held thee; but this queftibh ifk^d 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who bves hb.pain ? 
Who would not, fincKngWay, break .looic: from Hell, 
Orho* thither doom'd ? Thou wonldfl^thyfelf^ nodonbt. 
And boldly venture to whatever place f - ■ - . . 89Z 

Fartheft f rom p:un,wherie thou might*fthope to change 
Torment with eaie, and iboneft recoihpenie 
Bole with defight, which in this place I £>u^t; 
To thee no reaion, who know'ftonly good^< ^ 895 
But evil haft n6t try'd: and wilt objeO: ' 
His will who bound us? let him furcr-bar: ... 
His iron gates, if he intends our fta^' 
In that dark durance: thus much what was aik*d. 
The reft is true, they found me where they &y ; 900 
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But tbat smpfies not noleooe or harm. 

Thns he in ieoro. The warlike angei movM, 
DiOainfiiUy half fibiliog thus n^U 
O loft of one in Heav'n to judge of wiie, 
Snee Satan felly whom folly omthiewy 905 

And now retnma htm fnun hU priibn 'icap'd, 
OimTely in donbt whether to hold themwife 
Or not, who a(k-wbat'boldneft btonght him hither 
Unlicens'd from fait bounds in HeU pre&rib'd; 
80 wife he iudges it to fly from pain 910 

Howe? er, and to ^icapd his pvnifliment. ' 
60 jndge thoQ iUU, prefomptooas, till the wrath, 
Which thou incnrr'ft by flyhig. meet thy flight 
8ev*nfokl, an4 fboorge that wiiHom back to Hell, 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 915 
Can equal luiger infinite provok'd. 
But wherefore diou alone ? wherefore with thee 
Came not all Hell broke loofe? is pain to them 
Left pam, left to be fled ? or thou than they 
lieft hardy to endure ? courageous Chief, 920 

The firft in flight from pain, hadft thou alledg*d 
To thy defcrted hoft this caufe of flight. 
Thou furely hadft not come fole fugitive. 

To which the Fiend thus anfwer'd frowning (lem. 
Not that I Icfs endure, or (brink from pain, 925 
Iniulting angel; wdl thou koow'ft I (lood 
Thy fierceft, when in battel to thy aid 
The bhi(Ung Tolied thunder made all ipeed, 
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And feconded thy «Ui: not draded fpear. 

But Rill thy aronU M nndom, as before, 930 

Argue thy incicpaNnce tibtt bthtna 

Fiom hard allkyi tad ill furccnis pift 

A billifLil Icaiitr, not to hitard all 

Througli wiyj of duigcr by bimfcK untry'd i 

1 thcrcfoic, I alone firfl undertiMk fjj 

To wing the defobcc abyfi, ind fpy 

This n™ cirated world, vhmot in HtU 

Fame is not filent, here in hope to find 

Belter abode, tai taj ■fflifted powen 

To lintle hot oi aiA, ot in mid Bin pO 

Thou^ tor po&Sim p«t to by oooe son 

WhM ihM udithy^y leskn dwe ^Moai 

Whole cmficr bofindi vcn to font tlielr Lord 

High up in heav'n, aWi loagi to bynm Itit tImBi, 

And pnftii'd diftuMci to enogc, not G^t. 945 

To <«lM(n the wairior uigcl loon tepfjr'd. 
To fay atid (init unfiy, prrtetkdiag iiQ 
Wife to fly pnn, profeffing ncM the fyf. 
Argues no ladtr bU ■ Ikt tnc'd, 
Satan, and coaldft (hou laitbfal add! O naMe, . 950 
O facred name •! fkitUulnefi proTaa'd 1 
Faithfnl to whom f to thy MheWaai mw 1 
Army of fiendt, fit body to fit bead. 
Was this your difciplinc and faith cngag'd, 
Your military ahediCtice, to difUTC 9J5 

■Alleffantx to tfi' acfcinwlcd|^4 Potw; fc?(WMi\ 
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i^nd thoa, fly hypocrite, who now wouldft feem 

Patron of liberty, who more th«n thou 

Once fown'd,8nd<riog*d, and iervilely ador*d 

Heav*n*s awfnl Monarch : wherefore but in hope 960 

To difpoi&ft hiin, and tbyfelf to reign ? 

Bat mark what 1 arreed thee now, Avant; 

Fly thither whence thou iledft : if from this hour 

Within thefe hallowM limits thou appear, 

Back to th* infernal pit I drag thee chained, 965 

And ieal thee ib, as henceforth not to fcorn 

The facil gates of Hell too (lightly barr*d. 

So threaten*d he; but Satan to no threats 
Gave heed, but waxing more in rage reply *d. 

Then when I am thy captive talk of chains, 970 
Proud limitary cherub, but ere then 
Far heavier load tbyfelf cxpeSt to feel 
From my prevailing arm, though HeaVenU King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers, 
U&'d to the yoke, draw'il bis triumphant wheels 975 
In progress through the road of Heav*n (lar-pav*d. 
Wlnle thus he fpake, th* angelic fquadron bright 
Tnm*d fiery red, fharp*ning in mooned horns 
"nieir phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported fpears, as thick as when a field ySp 
Of Ceres ripe for harved waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Sways them ; the careful plowm^tv do^\A\v\^^'^xA\^ 
Left 00 the tbrcOuag floor ^his VvopduV^vttv 
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Prove thaff. On t'othei- fide Satan alaiin'd 
C'olkfting alt his miglil dilated Oood, 
I. ike Tenciiffor Atlas onremoT'd : 
His flatore reach'd the tky, and on his creft 
Si: Korror plum'd; nor wanted in his gmfp 
Wlmt feeoi'd both Tprar and fliield : now dreu 
T^ight have enfu'd, nor onlf Paradife [dl 

In this connnotion, but thcflaTry cope 
Of Itan'n perhaps, or all the eLementi 
At Icaft hod gone to wiack, didurb'd and lom • 
With violence of this conflia, bad Dot loon - i 
Th' EIWDzl to prevent furh horrid fray 
Hung forth in bcav'n his golden fcalcs, fct lecn 
Betn-ixt Aftrra and the Scorpion fign. 
'Wherein all things created lirll he weigh'd, 
I'he pendulous round earth with balanc'd air ti 
In counlcipoife, now poodcrt all erents, 
Satlels anil realms : in thefe he put two wclghtt 
The Icquel each of putting and of fight; 
The latter quick up flew, and kick'd the beam ; 
Which Gabriel fpying, thns bdpake tlie Fiend, ti 
Satan (know thy ftrength, and thou know'Il ml 
Neither our own hut glv'n ; what folly then 
To hoall what arms can da ! iinre thine no more 
Th^n Heav'n permits, nor mine, though douhlcdi 
'}'■• I rjniple Ihee a^ mire : for proof look up, Ii 
^ 'i.l iciiil thy lot in yon ctleHial fign, [wi 

H'/iirc fhau art wcigJi'U, ttndftl^«n\Hl^NV\^\,^ 
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If tbod tdi(L The Fiend look'd up, and knew 
His mounted fcale ^loft : nor mofc ; bat fled 1014 
Miinn*rio|;, and with Um fled the (hades of Night. 
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Now Mqtn her toTy flqu in th' nftcrn dine 
AdiandDg, fow'd the Earth with orient pexil, 
Whca Adam wak'd. To caflom'il, for his Deep 
Wa> 4ery light -^ivin pure digeltion bred, 
And temp'Tale laport bUnd, which dt'onlyliiuiid j 
Of Icavci asd lamiug rillt, Aurora'i fan, 
IJghtly dirpets'd, and the |hiil| m»tin fong 
Of birds on every bough ; to much the more 
His wonder was to find unwskeii'd Eve 
iVilh trellet difcompoi'd, and glowing check, 19 
^J throagh uo^iiiet n A ; he on bU bte 
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lieaniDg half nds*d, with looks of cordial love 

Hnng over her enamoor'd, and beheld 

Beauty, which whether waking or afleep, 

Shot forth peculiar graces ; then with voice 15 

Mild, as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes. 

Her hand (oft touching, whifpcr'd thus. Awake 

My faireft, my efpous*d, my lated found, 

Heav*n*s lall heft gift, my ever new delight, 

Anirake; the morning fliines, and the frefh field 20 

Calls us ; we lofe the prime, to mark how fpring 

Oor tended plants, how blows the citron grove. 

What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed. 

How Nature paints her colors, how the bee 

Sits on the bloom extracting liquid fweet. aj 

Such whifpVing wak*d her, but with (hrtled c)-c. 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus (he fpake. 

O Sole in whom my thoughts find all rcpofe. 
My glory, my perfection, glad I fee 
Thy face, and morn returned ; for I this night 30 
(Such night till this I never pafs'd) have drcam*d, 
If dream*d, not as I oft am wont, of thee, 
Works of day pafs'd, or morrow*s next defign. 
But of offenfe and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkfome night : Methought 35 
Clofe at mine ear one cail'd me forth to walk 
With gentle voice, I thought it thine; it faid. 
Why (Ieep*(l thou Eve? now is the plcaiant time, 
The coo), the iJicnt, favc whcic fAcvvct >s*v:\!\% 
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fivcet of thyftlf, but miicfa more Aveet tbos cn>|ie» 
Furbidden here, it iccis vu only fit 
tor gods, yet Mo toiiftike fods oCmen i. 70 

And why not g9d< af am, ihice good, the more 
Oommuiiicated more ahataliat grows, 
The Author not hnpaif *d, but honor'd moie ? 
Here, happy crottort, Iiir n^lic Bve, 
Partake thou tUb; happy though thou art, 75 

Happier thoa may'ft be^ worthier canft not be : 
Ttffte this, and be henceforth, among the gods 
Thyielf a goddefi, not to earth confin*d. 
But ibmetimesin the «d, as we, ibmetimes 
Aicend to Heat 7n, by merit thine, and 6e So 

Wliat life the gods live there, and fuch live thou. 
So faying, he drew nigh, and to me heid, 
Ev*n to my mouth of that iame fruit held part 
Which he had phick'd ; the pleaiant iavory iincU 
So quickcn'd appetite, that I, metbought, 85 

Could not but tade. Forthwith np to the clouds 
Vnth him I fiew, and underneath beheld 
The earth outftretch*d immenie, a pro^KA wide 
And various : wond*ring at my flig^ and change 
To thisiugfa exaltation-; fnddenly 90 

My guide was gone, and I, metbou^t, funk down. 
And fell aileep ; but O how glad I wak'd 
To find this but a dream! Thus Eve her night 
Related, and thus Adam anfwer*d fad. 
Be ft image of myielf and deaits V;!^^ , ^% 
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The trouble of thy thoughti thi! night b lleep 
Affefti me equally ; nor can 1 like 
Tlii^ uncouth dream, of evil fpning 1 fear ; 
Vet evil whence ^ id thee can haibour none, ' i,>.':r 
Created pure. Bat know that in the foul . l^bM 

Are many kller facultki.thatfeive .A i' 

Rcafon as ciiiif[ among theie Fancy next 
tier oHice holdi ; of all external thingt. 
Which the five vratchful fenfes reprefent. 
She farms inmginations, aery ihapes, 105 

Wliich Rcalbn joining or disjoining, framei 
All what we' affirm or vhat deny, and call 
Oar knowledge or opioioo; theo retires 
Into her private cell when Nitare reAk 
Oft in her alilencc mimic Fancy wakei no 

To imitate her ; bat mkjoining Ihapei, 
Wild worki produces oft, and mofl in drcuni, 
111 matching wordi and deeds long paft or late. 
Some fuch reTcmbUncei mcthintt I find 
Of our lafl evening's talk.in this thy drcani, ly 
But with addition Ibange; yet be not lad. 
Efil into the mind of Ood or man 
May come and go, fo unapprov'd, and leave 
No fpot or blame behind : which gives me hope 
That what in lleep thoa didft abhor to dream, 13a 
Waking thou never wilt confent to do. 
Be not dilhearten'd then, nor cloud thofe looks, 
TJi3t avnt to be moiecbcctMin&bmMt 
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Than when &ir Morning firft fmilet on the world ; 
And let us to oar frefli employments rife 125 

Among the groves, the fountains, and the flowers 
That open now thehr cboiceft boibm*d fmeils, 
Reienr*d from night, and kept for thee in flore. 

So cheer*d he his fair fpooft^ and (he was cheer'd. 
Bat (ilently a gentle tear let fall 130 

From either eye, and wip*d them with her hair; 
Two other preeioos drops that ready Aood, 
Each b their cryftal fliice, he ere they fell 
Kirs*d, as the gradons figns of fweet remorie 
And pioas awe, that fear'd to have offended. X35 

So all was clear'd,'and to the 6eld they hafte. 
But firft, from under (hady arbo'rous roof 
6oon as they forth were eome to open fight 
Of day-fpring, and the (iui, who (carce up rifcn, 
With wheels yet hovering o'er the ocean brim, 140 
Shot parallel to the earth his dewy ray, 
DUcovering in wide landfkip all the eafl 
Of Paradiie and Edcn*s happy pUins, 
J^wly they bow*d adoring, and began 
Their orifbns, each morning duly paid X45 

In various fUk ; for neither various Ailc 
Nor holy rapture wanted they to praifo 
Their Maker, in fit ftrains pronoanc*d or fung 
Unmeditated) foch prompt eloquence 
Flow*d from their lips, in profe or numeroos yetCe^ 
More timeabk thtm needed lute 01 Viaxv "^V^ 
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To add mort fwatncfs; and ihcy thus began. 

Thtfe arc thy glorious works, Parent of good. 
Almighty, thine Lhii univcrral Jiame, 
Thus wondrous fair; thyfelf bow ffondrous then! 
Uiirpcakable, who Heft above tbefc bcaT'its Ij6 ' 

To u< invilible, or dimly leco 
in thefc thy lowed works; yet tbcTe deelate 
Thy goodnefs beyond thon^t, and power dirine. 
Speak ye who belt inn tell, ye Ibat of Li^t, ite 
Angels ; for ye behold him, and with Tongs 
And choral lympbonies, day without night. 
Circle his throne lejoicing; ye in Heav'n, 
On Earth join all ye creatures to extol 
Him Grft, Mm lall, bim n^ft, and without cad. l6j 
Faireft of Start, Ufl in tlwmtnof Ni^t, 
If bettet thou belong tiotrta the dawD, ' ' 

Sure pledge of day, tbit croWn'ftthe IJidliiiglAxn,' 
With thy bright circlet, prvfe him in thy fpttpn^i . 
White day arifes, that Iweet houi' of prime. -^^ 
Thou Sun, of this great wrt-ld'both eye and Aid; • 
Acknowledge him thy greater, found bis pnllit 
iD'thy eternalcourfc, both when thouclimb'ft, . 
And when high dodo haft gain'A,and when then ialTR. 
Moon, that now mcet'll^R orient fun, nowifly'ft 
With the Sx'd ftan, fii'd in their orb that Aiei, 17& 
And ye Gveothw waDd'ring.FureithaCmoic • 

In myftic dance not wilhout bog, refoiud - 1 

aiipnafe, wfioMt of >lwluie{t<SiU.'&«9^i^ j. 
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Air, and ye Elements, the eldeft birth 1 80 

Of NatYire*s womb^ that in quaternion run 

Perpetual circle, multiform, and mix 

And noorilh all things; let your ceafelefs change 

Vary to our great Maker ftill new praife. 

Ye Mifts and Exhalations that now rife 1S5 

From hill or (leaming lake, du(ky or gray. 

Till the fun paint your fleecy (kirts with gold, 

In honor to the world's great Author rife. 

Whether to deck with clouds th* uncolor'd Acy, 

Or wet the thirfty earth with falling (howers, 190 

Riling or falling (HU advance his praife. 

His praife ye Winds, that from four quarters blow. 

Breathe foft or loud ; and wave your tops, ye Pines, 

With every plant, in fign of worfhip wave. 

Fountains, and ye that warble as ye flow 195 

Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praife. 

Join voices all ye living Souls : ye Birds, 

That finging up to Heaven gate afcend, 

Bear on your wings and in your notes his praife. 

Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk 2C0 

The earth, and fbtely tread, or lowly creep; 

Witnefs if I be filent, morn or even. 

To hill or valley, fountain, or frefli (hade 

Made vocal by my fbng, and taught his praife. 

Hail univerfal I^ord, be bounteous flill 305 

To give us only good; and if the ivi^Ut 

Jiave s»tbcT*d ought of evil or concc^V A^ 
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To travel with Tobiu, i jr'd 

His marriage with the fev nciniei-weddcd niaiJ. 

Raphael, raid he, thou heai'ft what flir on Earth 
Satan frnni Hell Tcap'd tlirough the datktbme gulf 
Hath rais'd in Paradife, and how dilhirb'd asfi 

Thit night the homan pair, how he deligna 
In them at once to ruin all Mankind. 
Gq therefore, half thii day ai friend with friend 
Converre with Adin, in what bow'r or Ihade 4]0 
Thou (ind'ft him from the heat of noon telir'd. 
To refpit hit daylabor with repail, 
Or with repoft; umI fucti dUoHuic bring on, 
Ai may adiile hhHof hit happy Date, 
Happincfi i6 hit power left five to «i&, va 
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piltU, from amidft the Cycladcs 
.li;.-. :>r tamos flrd appearing, kens 265 

. ciftudy Tjiot. Down thither prooe in flight 
f." ipccds, and through the Tsft ethereal Ikj 
^aiIs bet w;. .11 worlds and worlds, with fteddy wing 
Now oil till polar winds, then nith quick fan 
Vvin-.ows tlic buxom air; till within £>ar 270 

or io«'iino cra'.cs, to' all the fowls he /ecms 
A pha-nix. j:nz'd by all, as that fole bird, 
Wl-.tn to inrti.rrc lila rcliqucs in the Sun*s 
Kri>^lit tcmp!c. to I'g^'ptian l^ubcs he flics. 
At once (.11 tli' eaCUrn cliffof Paradilc 275 

lie lights, and to liis proper (hape returns 
A r raph \ving*d; fix wings he wore, to (hade 
liis li:i6aments divine; the pair that clad 
Ear.}; (houlder broad came mantling o*er his brea(l 
With regal ornament; the middle pair a8o 

<iiit like a ftarry zopc his waifl, and round 
:U.i;-ted his loins and thighs with downy gold 
And colors dipt in IIeav*n ; the thhd his feet 
Sludow'd from either heel with ff3t!icr*d mail, 
Sky-tlnftur*d grain. Like Maia*s fi)n he Hood, 2R5 
And ll.ook his plumes, that hcav'nly fragrance fill'd 
'llie ciicuit wide. Strait knew him all the bards 
l)f angels under watch; and to his ftntc, 
And to his mcflage high in honor rife; 
¥'.x on fome mcfTngc high thc) gucfs'd him bound 7' 
y/.tir ^littaing tents he pafb'd^ and new is cooc 



a the hfilifVil field, thiuugli poit» fit myrrh, 
w'tlnf ijilBn, eMa, niitl, uiil Lu-lin ; 
Ti>fai>tfiiats; Tin- Niliirt hiTv 
'il ■( in licr prtmv. ■nii play'd it "'ill r/i 
jfa lancl(«, pourins t«rtU luorr fv.ii:, 
Bicot art; etiorc-iuui bllii. 
> thrausli (he Qilcy hs^R Difuilil cuntc 
I'd.ailn tlic donrhcfsi 
unit, H'liile nov,- ih; mountc-l fan y.i 
It iMin iitrO hh (frtii ii^< m Hami 
'.'iinaioft4um>i,nior<wai'miiiibkiiA(lii"iviccd% 
J Eve wllhin, ilac :irliei huur prcpir'4 
inotrCiH'ry fruits, nf t»£Uj to pltali) 
ic appctiti!, ind "ot (lifnlilh Itiiiil .10; 

tf ntOt'nnit draughti belwcea, noni milky (Imm, 
» grape I lu wlKtm tllui Admii cjli'd. 
le htthci Em, Md woith lliy Hglit bchnlJ 
u<lw»vJ tmong riiore ticei, ufiat gloriom ik,ipe 

»jf moDiiigi fecmianothetmorn .in 
-njini; Cime great bcWli fium Hca^'ii 
'a ui pcrliapt lie brings, and will vnuctitire 
fWl d«/ to lit our gucll. Butgowillifpred, 
id what thy Iturci coiiIaSn. bring I'arth, and pour 
lAbuadanM, fit to honor aiid r«<it« 3 ij 

irhMT'ilirftrangcr: wcU wc may *lfbrd 
rr eivcn thdi own gift*, and liijp heOow 
n latge iKnow'd, where Nuiutc muitlpllci 
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?^'.>rc fruitful, which inflru^ls us not to fpare. 320 
i o whom thus £ve. Adam, Earth's hallow'd mouldy 
Of God infpir'd, fmall fVore will ferve, where (lore. 
Ail feufbns, ripe for ufe h^ngs on the fh^ik; 
;.:iavc what by frugal ftoriog firronefs gains 
'Vo nourlih, and fuperfiuous moid confumes : 315 
But I will hade, and from each bough and brake, 
Kach plant and juicieft gourd, will plnpk fnch choice 
'I'o entertain our angel gueft, as he 
ijeholding (hall confefs, that here on earth 
God hath difpens'd h>s bounties as in heav'n. 330 

So faying, with difpatchful looks in hade 
She turns, on hpfpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to chufe for delicacy bed, 
What order, To contrived as not to mix 
Tades, not well join'd, inelegant, but bring 335 
Tade after tade upheld with kipdlied phange; 
Bcdirs her then, and from each tender dalk 
W'hatever ^arth all-bearing, mother yields 
In India £ad or Wed, or middle diore 
In Pontus or the Punic coad, or where 34O 

Alcinous reign*d, fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough or fmooth rin*d, or bearded huik, or diell, 
t>he gathers, tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unfparing hand; for drink the grape 
She crufhes, inoffenfive mud, and meaths 345 

From many a berry*, and from fweet kernels prefs*d 
She teQipers dulcet creams, nor thefe to hold 



tt tiTt St itflclt |iuiE, then Hlow» tbc jpocnU 
IFlik rn6 Mid odMi Amsi (h: Ditiih unlunril. 
' Mcui while BBC prisltirc grral Sitr, to mnt -,<,a 
It foMilcc gatd. walk) lonli, nltlwnit moic train 
fteMoltMolnJ ihiD wiiJi hu own Knr^u 
'udfUuoii ko t^AfcU MB! all bh Aite, 

-G MnXB idan tile tedlMii fWBip llul n-aiti 
ta rrtoCTH, wli»n ttini ricft rtiinue kuig jjj 

H hurln led. uiJ groomt bclmrar'il vith i^ld, 
Inilo the nooil. aiu) du ihca all •-gipc. 
IcarcT bit prdctitc Adam ihougli net aw'd. 
n ithh (WiatiR spptcKcti and I'cTmncc mtclt, 
ii to* ■ (iiparior nMuK. boKing kiur, j(io 

It liiil. Native of flan'it, for othrr place 
ic can than IIcit'o Iwh gloriaut Ihapi coatain-, 
z Iiy df lixnitlng [ram the tliionet alxti-c, 
lllaie hippy places Ihno halt diigii'd » uliile 

'o wiot. and honor lbt&, rouihlad; wilh ui jfij 
Two' oaty, »ho yd by rorrtii gin polTeTt 
TIill Jpieknit giound, in yonder Ihiily Iitjwrr 
Ti rcll< >nd whil ihe garden choiccft l>i;afi ' 
To lit and tsfle, tiJ lliii meridian bnt 
Ik mer, and the Tun more cool deilluir. 379 

Wbam thai tli' anEtl'C Virtue anfwer'd mild. 
tdam, 1 therefore came, not art iImiu fitd) 
Cicated, nrTodllilaccliall VrciDdw«ll, 
l» mar ""t ofliniiie, tbon^ fpi'tittof llnt'n 
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0\i thadcs ; for thcfe mid-hours, till evening riie, 
I 'iLivc at will. Su to the fylvan Ipdgc 
y]\L\ came, th^t Uke Pomona's arbor (inird 
With flow Vets deck*(i and fragrant iinelU; but Ere 
I'ndeck'd laTc with heHclf, more loTcly fair 380 
'»'• an wood-nymph, or the faireft gofldeis fdgn'd 
(^i' three that in Mount Ida naked (hove. 
Mood to' entertain her guefl* from Heaven;. no veil 
:-::': needed. Virtuc-pioof ; no thought infirm 
.'. \ic:\\ Iicr cheek. On whom the angel Hall 38J 
):-!t')w\i, the holy falutation us*d 
i-"v.-r alter to bleft Mary, fccond Eve. 

Mail Mother of Mankind, whofe fruitful womb 
Sn.iU till the world more numerous with thy fons, 
i'ba:) with thefe various fruits the trees of God 39Q 
1 i.iv f hcap*d this table. Rais'd of grafly turf 
■iuir tai)le was, and mofly feats had round, 
.And on her ample fquare from fide to fide 
.Ml Autumn piPd, though Spring and Autumn her^ 
I)anc*d hand in hand. A while difcourfe they hold; 
No fear lefl dinner cool; when thus began 396 

Our Author. Hcav'nly Oranger, plcafe to taftc 
T'lu'i^j bounties, which our Nourifl^er, from whom 
All pcrfcft good, unmeafur'd out, dcfccnds, 
To us for foot! and for delight hath caused 4CO 

The earth to yield ; unfiivory food perhaps 
To r[)iritt:al natures; only this I know, 
I"" ;••• o-.-; •j'flr.'r'ul V:;lh:-r dvcs to all. 
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Tv «lioni till' xigtl. Ttitrcrort wlui li< y'rai 
(Wlio&piaifa bcvimang} to man jn part 40J 
E^irkiul, ms)' otj-urcAfpi'iiii tiElound 
Ka' ingnteful laod : and (ooil >Uke tli^ii pore 
lotcltijrntiAl liiKAoncd mjuirc, 
Ai dolli your ntiooU : and both contiln 
'Ithln them trtry Umtt bculty 41a 

{tide, wfanebv ihi? hnr, lee, rincll, tnuiU, tallc, 
iftinjoneofl. digcll, aflimibtf, 
,Dd eorponal to incorpotni turn. 
For know, whaMicr wu crcaxd, need* 
T» befaftftlu'dintlicd; ordcinemt 4IJ 

The gmflsr fccdi the purer, ELirth ths fta. 
Euth nod ih* di, tttd air, tht *ic Chaf« Eiu 
Ctheml, tndailoiMllliiatlieinaont 
WhciKc )n hcc «ir«ge mund IhoTe I'pots, unpurg'd 
Vapouit not yd into Iter fubElaDce tum"d. 4 W 

diitli lliE mooD no roDrinimeDt tshalc 
\ftun bn main conlioent to bigiief atbt. 
fiui, ihkt light im[i>rti to all, neetrti 
itl hill sliinmul rccompcnfo 
hnmid FxhaUtiani, and ;it even 4tj 

ipG will] ilie ocm, Though in HtJicn th« tr«i 
If life affihiaTiJit fil^Etge bear, and rin» 
'leM neftar; though tioxo offtbe liaiigtis eidi morQ 
We bnilli iniUIIlnnut dew, and lind the grnuod 
CovH'd B-ilh parly grain : yet 0«l h«lh liore 433 
VuM)} luf lipiaUf-^ wUt^ m\^ ileli^U*.. 



^ 



224 ^AtADlSE LOST. BookV. 

As may compare with heaven; and to tade 
Think not I fhali be nice. So down they fat. 
And to their viands fell; nor icemingly 
I'he angel, nor in mi{(, the common gloft 435 

Of Theologians; but with keen di/patch 
Of real hunger, and conco^Hve heat 
To tranfubdantiate: what redounds, tranipires 
Through fpi'rits with eafe; nor wonder; if by fire 
Of Iboty coal th* empiric alchemift 44O 

Can turn, or holds it poflible to turn, 
Metals of droflieft ore to perfect gold 
As from the mine. Mean while at table Eve - 
Mini(ler*d naked, and their flowing cups 
With pleafant liquors crown*d : O innocence 445 
Dcfcrving Paradife! if ever, then. 
Then had the fons of God excufe to* have been 
£namour*d at that fight ; but in thofe hearts 
Love unlibidinous reign *d, nor jealoufy 
Was undcrflood, the injured lover's hell. 450 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had fuffic'd, 
Not burden*d nature, Aidden mind arofe 
In Adam, not to let th' occafion pafs 
Giv'n him by this great conference to know 
Of things above his world, and of their being 455 
Who dwell in heav*n, whofe excellence he faw 
Tranfcend his own fb far, whofe radiant forms, 
Divine effhlgencey whofe high power fo far 
Exceeded human , and his >Nar^ fpeecYv 
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boa to tfc" tmpyrwl miriiltr he (rua'A. 460 

lohabiuat with Uod, aow know I well 
Ekvor, la thit honor ilutic Id miin, 
|7ndn ithofc lowly raul thtni ball vuuchlir'H 
rttcr, and thfk csuttilf fiuilt to Cade, 
not of Angcli, yrt accepted la, 46.; 

Ill thai iDarc willingly then conldft not f>^cni 
j^lHcaY'n'iliighrtadito'haic fed: )i.-l what compai;' 

To *hl»m the wingid hicrarch liply'd. 
) Adam, DCit Alcnighty u, from n'lioni 
,U ihin^i proceed, and up to Kim return, 4;a 

If not dcprav'd (cam ^oad, created all 
pcrreAton, one drd matttt all, 
Indued wiili TarioQs fonns, sariouv diTgrKct 
If liibflancc. and ia tbingi that li*(, at lii<n 
lit mote rvtin'd, more Cp'a'ixoat, and pure. 4;j 
u nearer 10 him plac'd or nearer lending 
^sch in tlicic fevc[]l a^lte fpheres allign'd, 
rill bixly up Co rpirlt ■xoik, In-bouiidi 
'toponion'd lo each kind- So from the ront 
ptlfljiiligfiier the green fialk, fivci thence Ihcleavei 
Mupe iciy, Uf) the bright confumniiitE tlaU'ew 4H1 
Spirits odoroui breathes: Raweri and their fruit, 
.Man's Bnu[i<hm(nt, by gradual tcalc fiiLlini'd, 
"To "ital fpi'tits afpire, to animal, 

^llcftuil; give both lift end fenfe, 4KJ 

and iindcrflanding; wJicnce the foul 
efccitct, ^ ^>^^ ii bet bun|, 
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Difcurfive, OT intniUTC ( difcoutfe 

U uSlcii voiiTS, the latter mad ii oun, 

DilR-ring but in degree, of kind tlie fame. 4) 

Vondt^ not then, what Gail for yOD faw good 

If 1 lefufe not, but cooTert, ki you, 

To proper Aibftuice : time majr come, when dicd 

Willi aiigcli may partidptte, and End 

No inconrenicnt di'ct, nor too Ught fare; 4j 

And From thefe coipotal ootiimentt pethapi 

Your bodii^ may at laft turn aU to Ipirit, 

Improv'd by tta£l oC time, and wiog'd afcend 

EthcTcai. as we, or may at choice 

llc:rc or iu hEav'nly paradifes dwell ; ja 

If ye be found obedient, and reUm 

Unalterably firm hU lore entire, 

Wiiofe progeny you are. Mean while enjoy 

Youi fill what happinefi this happy Itate 

Can comprehend, incapable of more. 5c 

To whom the Pauiardi oF Mankind reply'd. 
O fAFourabte Spi'rit, propitious Guelt, 
Well haft thou taught the way that might direft 
Our ^wledge, and the fcoLe of Natuic ftt 
From center to circumference whetcoa ji 

In contemplation of created things 
By (lept we may afcend to God. But lay, 
What meant that caution jmn'd, If ye lie found 
Olictlifiit ; Can we want obedience then 
'J'o him, or pofllbJy his love defeit, 41 



I D! (com iKc d«(\, aiid plac'd us htrc 
l^tl te tlic utmodmcaruiear whu lltfl 

Kt Gin Jcck. or apprcbciid f 
y To vikom the aagfi. Sira of Hcav'n oni! Garili, 
daeadi That tliou ait bippy, o«f to Cod ; jl< 
Ctai ifauu MDliiiiKll fnch, uwv to \hflt]l, 
piit l>, ID Ihi' obcdif nee ; therein ftaod. 

li thai CLiulInn git'n thcc; t>c adiia'd. 
Bod lnad4^ ch« perfcft, nut Immiitalilc ; 
APd gw)d ht ni»d« thtCi liul to ptfftvirc Ji: 

He Ultll ill itif pawoi ordain'd ihj' will 
By iialuie free, not Dier-iiil'd by lite 
Intitriublc, or flrift uuMty : 
Ooi Toluiilnry firviire lie rcijuifcs. 
Not our neccffititcd i fi)cli with him Si' 

Findt no icccplanc;, nor can find; for how 
Can heaiti, not fiec, be Iry'd whetbii tlwy fcrrc 
Willing or no, who will 1.iit «hil ibry rouft 
By dtHiiiy, »iidc»n no oilier diiire? 
Myrdfandall th' angelic hafl, thatJload Si. 

Ill lif.ht ol Dad entbton'd, out hftppy Clxte 
Hold, as you yoorl, niiile our oliedicncc holds ; 
On other fimrty ann^i freely we ferec, 
Dtoiurc w« fi-ctly love, ii in our wilt 
To love or not i in tliit we (land or fall i ]4i 

\AnA fonic are f»li'n, lo dlfohcdicHce raH'o, 
And (o from (Irar'n to dcrfcfl HclU O /«U 

'tva abat lilj^i (itu ai. bUfi iato nj^uA wqC, 
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To whom our great Progenitor. Thy woids 
Attentive, and with more delighted ear, 545 

Divine InftruAor, I hare heard, that when 
Cherubic fongs by uight fiom neigh b*ring hills 
Aerial rnudc (end : nor knew I not 
I'd be both will and deed created free ; 
Yet that we never fhall forget to love 550 

Our Maker, and obey him whofe command 
Single is yet fo juft, my confhmt thoughts 
Affur'd mc\ and (lill afliire: though what thou teirft 
Hath pafVd in Heav'n, fome doubt within me move^ 
But more defirc to hear, if thou confcnt, 55J 

The full relation, which mud needs be flrange. 
Worthy of facred Silence to be heard ; 
And we have yet large day, for fcarce the Sun 
Hath 6nifh*d half his journey*, and fcarce begins 
His other half in the great zone of Heav'n. 560 

Thus Adam made requefl ; and Raphaiil 
After fliort paufe aflcnting, thus began. 

High matter thou injoin'ft me\ O Prime of Men, 
Sad ta(k and hard; for how (hall I relate 
To human fenfe th' invifiblc exploits j6j 

Of warriug fpirits ? how without rcmorfc 
The ruin of (b many glorious once 
And perfeft while they ftood ? how laft unfold 
The fecrets of another world, perhaps 
N'ot lawfu) to reveal ? ytt for thy good 57O 

'f './.'' is difpcns'd ; and wba* fuTrc\o\\r.U \}[v«, \o,^>\ 
1 
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Of human (en(e, I fhall delineate io^ 

By likening fpiritual to corporal forms. 

As may cxprefs them bed; though what if Earth 

Be but the Ihadow* of Hea¥*B, and things therein j 75 

Each to* other like, more than on earth is thought ? 

As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 
Reigned where thefe Heav'as now roll, where Earth 
Upon her center poised; when on a day [now reds 
(For time, though in eternity, apply *d 580 

To motion, meafures all things durable 
By prefcnt, pad, and future) on fuch day 
As Heay*n*s great year brings forth, th* empyreal hod 
Of angels by imperial fummons call'd. 
Innumerable before th' Almighty's throne 585 

Forthwith from all the ends of Heav'n appeared 
Under their hierarchs in orders bright : 
Ten thoufand thoufand enfigns high advanced. 
Standards and gonfalons 'twist van and rear 
Stream in the air, and for diftin£tion ferve 590 

Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees ; 
Or in their glittering tiflues bear imblaz'd 
Holy memorials, a£ts of zeal and love 
Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 
Of circuit incxprelCble they (lood, 595 

Orb within orb, the Father infinite. 
By whom in blifs imbofom'd fat the Son, 
Amidd as from a flaming mount, whofe top 
Brightnefs had made inviiibie, thus fpake. 

Volume I, "U 



iy) PA BAB IS E t08T. Book V, 

Hear all ye angels, progeny of Light, 6cO 

^i'h rones, Doniinations, Princedoms, Virtnes, Powers, 
Hear my decree, which unrevok'd fliall ftand. 
This day I have- begot whcrm I declare 
My only Son, and on this holy hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 605 

At my right hand ; your head I him appoint ; 
And by myfelf have fwom to him OibII bow 
All knees in Heav*n, and fhall confefs him Lord : 
Under his great vice-gerent reign abide 
United as one individual foul 610 

For ever happy : him who difobeys, 
IMe difobeys, breaks union, and that day 
Cafl out from God and bleiled vifion, falls 
Into' utter darknefs, deep inguird, his place 
Ordaiii'd without redemptioh, withont end. 615 

So rpake th' Omnipotent, and with his words 
All fc^m'd well plesis'd; all feemM, but were not alK 
That day, as other iblemn days, they fpent 
In fong and dance about the Sacred Hil); 
Myftical dunce, which yOndcr ftarry fphere €ao 
Of planets and of fix*d in all her wheels 
Rellmhles neircft, ma^es intricate, 
Kccentric, iiitervolvM, yet regular 
'I'hcn moft, when moft irregular they fcem ; 
And in their motions Harmony divine 62 j 

So imooihh her charming tones, that God*s own ear 
1 '//<•/: s f?cl/gh ted. Evcnmgi\o\»^p^To^dv^ 
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(For we have alCo* our evening and our morn, 

We onrs for diangc delegable, not need) 

Forthwith fronn dance to fweet rcpafl they tuin 6 30 

DeHrous ; all in circles as they ftood. 

Tables are let, and 011 a Aiddcn pil'd 

With angels* food, and rubied ne^lar Hows 

In pearl, in diamond, and maiTy gold. 

Fruit of delicious vines, tlir growth of lieav'n. 635 

On flowVsrepos'd, and with frcfli flowVets crown'd. 

They eat, they drink, and in communion fweet 

Qua/Tim mortality and joy, iecure 

Of furfqit where full meafure only hounds 

Excels, before th* all-hounteous King, who Hiower'tl 

With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 64X 

l^ow when ambrodal Night witli clouds exhaled 

From tliat high mount of God, whence light and (hade 

Spring both, the face of brighteQ hcav*n had changed 

To grateful twilight (for night comes not there 645 

In darker veil) and rofeat dews difpos'd 

Ail but th* unfleeping eyes of God to red; 

Wide over ail the plain, and wider far 

Than all this globous earth in plain outfpread, 

(Sudi are the courts of God) th' angelic throng, 650 

Dirpers*d in bands arid files, their camp extend 

By living dreams among the trees of Life, 

Pavilions numberlefs, and fuddcn rear*d, 

Celeftial tabernacles, where they A^^pt ^^>V 

Fann'il with cool \vwd?' ; favc thofc v{\\o\a>J^€vt tQ«At 
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Melodious hymns about the (bvran throne 
Alternate all night long : bvt not fi> wak*d 
Satan ; fo call hin) now, his former name 
Is heard no more in Hear'n ; he of the 6rfty 
If not the firft arch-angel, great in power, 66c 

In favor and preeminence, yet fraught 
With envy againf^ the Son of God, that day 
>Ionor*d by his great Father, and proclani'd 
McfHah King anointed, could not bear 664 

Through pitde that iight, and thought himtelf im- 
Dcep cialicc thence conceiving and dilHain, [pair'd. 
Soon a«i midnight brought on the dufky hour 
Friendlkft to fletp and fikruce, he refolv'd 
With all his legions to diflr>dgc, and kave 
Vnuorlhipt, unohey'd the throne fupreme 670 

Contemptuous, and his next fubordinate 
Awakening, thus to him in Tenet fpake. 

Sleep'ft thou, Companion drar; uhat flecp can cloP 
*J'hy eye-lids !* and remember*ft what decree 
Of ycllcrday, fo late hath pafs'd the lips 67J 

Of Hcav'n's Almighty. Thou to me thy thoughts 
Wa'l wont, I mine to thee was wont to*" impart; 
)Joth waking we were one; how then can now 
Thy rteep didcnt ? New laws thou fet-ft impos*d; 
New laws from him who mgns, new minds may ra'ift 
In us who fetvc, new counfcls, to debate 6S1 

What doubtful may cnfuc : more in this place 
*i o alter is not fafe. Aflcmbk thou 



Of ail thoie myriads which wc lead the chief ; 
Tell them that by command, ere yet dim Night 685 
Her fliadowy dood withdraws, I am to hafte. 
And all who nnder me their banners wa?e, 
Homeward with flying march where we pofleft 
The quarters of the North ; there to prepare 
Fit entertainment to receive our King 690 

The great Meffiah, and his new commands, 
Who ipeedily through all the hierarchies 
I^teads to pafs triamphant, and give laws. 
So fpake the hlfe arch-^tngel, and infus*d 
Bad influence into th* unwary brcaft 695 

Of his aHbciate : he together calls. 
Or ieveral one by one, the regent powers , 
Under him regent ; tells, as he w^s taught, 
That the Mod High commanding, now ere Night, 
Kow ere dim Night had difincumber'd Heav'n, 700 
The great hierarchal ftandard was to move ; 
Tells the iuggeftcd cauie, and cads between 
Ambiguous words and jcalouHes, to ibund 
Or taint integrity i but all obey'd 
The wonted JGgnal, an.d fliperior voice 705 

Of their great Potentate ; for great indeed 
HllJ>ame,Mnd high waf.his degree in Heav'n ; 
His countenance, as the morning ftar that guides 
The ftarry flock, allur'd them, and with lies 
prcw after him the third part of Heav'n*s hoft. 770 
Mean while th' eternal Eye, whofe fight difccrps 
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Abdrufcfl thoughts, from foffh his holy monnt 
And fiom vtithin the golden lamps that bum 
Nightly before htm, faw without their light 
Rebellion rifing, faw in whom, how fpread 715 

Among the fons of Morn, what nultitades 
Were banded to oppofe his high decrees; 
And fmiling to his only Son thus fa id. 

Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full rcfplendence, heir of all my night, 720 

Nearly it now concerns us to be (bre 
Of our omnipotence, and with what arms 
We mean to hold what anciently we clame 
Of diety or empire ; fnch a foe 
Is rifing, who intends to' ereA his throne 725 

Equal to ours, thtoughout the fpacious North; 
Nor fo content, hath in his thought to try 
In battel^ what onr power is, or our right. 
Let us advife, and to this hazard draw 
With fpeed what force is left, and ail employ 730 
In our defcnfe, letl unawares we lofe 
This onr high place, our fan^lnary, our hill. 

To whom the Son with calm afpcft and clear, 
Lightning divine, incfTable, fercne, 
Made anfwer. Mighty Father, thou thy foes 735 
JufVly haft in derifion, and fecnre 
Laugh' (I at their vain defigos and tumults vain^ 
Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 
llluttratcs, when they fee all regal power 
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Giv*n me to quell their pride, and in event 740 

Know whether I be dextrous to fuhdue 
Thy rebels, or be found the word in Heav*n. 

So fpake the Son ; but Satan with his powers 
Far was advanc'd on winged fi^ced, an lioli 
Innumerable as the (lars of night, 745 

Or (brs of morning, dew-drops, which the fun 
Impearls on every leaf and every flouer. 
Regions they pafs'd, the mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim and Potentates and I'hrones 
In their triple degrees ; regions to which 750 

All thy dominion, Adam, is no more 
Than what this garden is to all the earth, 
And all the Tea, from one entire globofe 
Stretch *d into longitude ; which having pafs*d 
At length into the limits of the North 755 

They came, and Satan to his royal feat 
High on a hill, for blazing, as a mount 
Kais*d on a mount, with pyramids and towers 
From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold ; 
The palace of great Lucifer, (fo call 760 

That (IruOurc in the dialcdl of men 
Interpreted) which not long after, he 
Atfc^ling all equality with God, 
In imitation of that mount whereon 
iVIclTiah was dcdar'd in fight ot Hcav*n, "65 

The Mountain of the Congregation call'd ; 
For thither he adembled ail his train. 
Pretending Co commanded, to confult 
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About the great reception of their King, 
Thither to come, and with c^himnious art 770 

Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears. 
Thrones JDominations,Princedoms,Virtues,Powers^ 
If thefe magnific titles yet remain 
Not merely titular, fmce by decree 
Another now hath to himfelf ingrofs'd 774 

All power, and us ecUps*d, under the name 
Of King Anointed, for whom all thisliafte 
Of midnight march, aqd hurried meeting here, 
This only to confult hpw we may bed 
With what may be devis*d of honors new 780 

Receive him coming to receive from us 
Knee-tribute yet unpaid, proftration vile» 
Too much to one, but double how endur*d 
To one and to his image now proclam*d ? 
But what if better counlels might crt{\ 78jp 

Our minds, and teach us to cad off* this yoke ? 
Will ye fubmit your necks, and chufe to bend 
The fupple knee ? ye will not, if I truft 
To know ye right, or if ye know yourfelvcs 
Natives and Tons of Heav*n poflefs^d before 79Q 
By none, and if not equal all, yet free. 
Equally free ; for orders and degrees 
Jar not with liberty, but well coniid. 
Who can in rcafon then or right adume 
Monarchy over fuch as live by right 70 ; 

|iis equals, if in power and fpiendor lefs^ 
J.o frci'dom equal : or can introduce 
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Law and ediA on us, who without law 

Err not ? much lefs for this to be our Lord, 

And look for adoration to th* abufe 8co 

Of thoic imperial titles, which adert 

Our being ordain *d to govern, not to ferve. 

Thus far his bold diicourfe without control 
Had audience, when among the feraphim 
Abdiel, than whom none with more zeal ador*d 805 
The Deity*, and divine commands obey*d, 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal fevere 
The current of his fury thus opposed. 

O argument blafphcmous, falfe and proud! 
Words which no ear ever to hear in Heav*n 810 
Expected, lead of all from thee, Ingrate, 
In place thyfclf fo high above thy peers. 
Canft thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The juft decree of God, pronounc*d and fworn, 
That to his only Son by right endued 815 

With regal fcepter, every foul in Heav*n 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honor due 
Confefs him rightful King r Unjuft, thou fay'ft. 
Flatly unjud, to bind with laws the free. 
And equal over equals to let reign, 820 

One over alb with unfucceeded power. 
Shalt thou give law to God, (halt thou difpute 
VTith him the points of liberty, who made 
Thee what thou art, and form'd the powVs of Heav*n 
Sach as he pleasM, and c\tcum^cuV\^^^5tvt\i^^^^'«J»'. 
Yet by experience taugj:\t. we Vxio^ Vc>vi '^550^% '^'^^ 
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AgainO thee are gone forth without recal; 885 

lUiac golden fccptcr, which thou didd rcje£t} 

Is now an iron rod to bruife and break 

Thy dilobedience. Well thou didft advife. 

Yet not for thy advice or threats I fly 

IMicfe wicked tents devoted, led the wrath 890 

Impendent, raging into fudden flame 

DKHnguilh not : for foon expcA to feel 

His thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 

Then who created thee lamenting learn. 

When who can uncrcate thee thou (halt know. 895 

So fpake the feraph Abdicl faithful found 
Among the faithlels, faithful only he ; 
Among innumerable falfe, unmov'd, 
Unfliaken, unfcduc'd, unterrify*d 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 9CO 

Nor number, nor example with him wrought 
To fwcrve from truth, or change his conOant mind 
Though fnigle. From am id It them forth he pafs'd 
Long way through hoflilc fcorn, which he fuflaiu'd, 
Superior, nor of violence fcar'd ought ; 905 

And with retorted fcorn his back he turn'd 
On thofe proud towers to fwift dc(liu<flion doom*d. 

From the APOLLO PRESS, 
by the MARTINS, 17th 
Auguft, 1776. 
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PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK vr . 
^Ije ^)rgttment» 

Rapiittloontfnan to relarv: hcnr Mictiaei tnd Gabriel were tent fbrth to 
battleasainst Satan and his angeli. The first tight describ' J: Satan a:i<l 
liis ponren retire UDd.«r ni^hr: ^e calls a council, invents d' vilish engine<:, 
which io the sccimd diy's fi-'Jit put Michael and hit Ane^'^ to »ime dit« 
order; but they at lencth pu]>ini< tio mountains nverwh'-mcd bolh tlie 
fbrce and machineaof SMan ! yet thetamult not to eiidiii!-, God on the 
third day secdjMess ah his Snn, for whom be had reserved the glory of that 
victi jy ; be, in the power of his Father, conning r • the p!ac?, and causine 
all hit ief ions tos'ind utill tin either side, with his chariot and thunder 
drivincioto the midst of his enemies^ pursues them, unai-le ' > rcsisr, ta- 
wardfl the wall of Hea/en; which openinv, they leap down with hormr 
and confusion into the place of punishment prepared for cbem inUie dcp: 
Mesiiah returns with triumph to bis Father. 

All night the dreadless Angel unpursued [Morn, 
Through Heav'n's wide champain held his way; 'till 
Wak*d by the circling Hours, With rosy hand 
Unbarr'd the gates of Light. There is a cave 
Within the mount of God, fast by his throne. 
Where light and darkness in perpetual round 
Lodge and dislodge by turns, which makes through 
Gratefiil vicissitude, like day and nipht; [Heav*n 

Light issues forth, and at the ether door 
Obsequious Darkness enters, lill her hour lo 

To veil the Heaven, though darkness Ihete ccv,^)\Vv>^!.\V 
Seem twilight here: and now wc\\\ tot\\v\\vt\*\QYCv 
Such as ID highest Heav'n, atray* Ol iv\ %o\^ 

- • • " 
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Fmpyreal ; from before her vanish'd Nighty 
Shot through with orient beams ; when all the plain 
Cover'd with thick embaftlHf scpiadronf br^t. 
Chariots and flaming arms, and fiery steeds 
Reflecting blaze' on blaze, first met his view: 
War he perceiv*d, war in pio^inct, and found 
Already known what he for news had thought ao 

To have reported : gladlj then he mix'd 
Among those friendly powers^ who him receir'd 
\Vith joy and acclamations l<|ud« that oQe^i 
That of so many myriads fiUl*n, yet one 
lleturn'd not lost : on to the Sacred Hill 
They led him high applauded, and present 
Before the seat supreme; from whence a voice 
From midst a golden cloud thus mild was heard: 

Servant of God, well done, well hast thou fought 
Tiie better fight, who single hast maintain'd 30 

Against revolted multitudes the cause 
KM' truth, in word mightier th.in they in arms; 
Aihl for the testimony' of truth ha&t borne 
V i>i\ er5.al reproach, farworse to bear 
thill violence ; for this was all thy care 
'l^» ^iti«nU approv'd in sight of God, though worlds 
^uJ|^'d 'it e perverse: tiie easier conquest now 
Kcu) Mi\s tht'f, aided by this host of friends, 
ki<ick ^i» thy foes more glorious to return 
t %Mi >^ vun'd thou didst depart, and to subdue 49 

^} -Qi^KM wtio reason for their law refuse, 
H/^^/K ifMtfOtt for their law, ai\d \ot vheu kin^; 
■^cm4«W>* «Iw b>' rigUt of mervi tt\f^v\»« 
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« 

GOy Michael, of celestial armies prince. 

And thou in military prowess next 

Gabriel, lead forth to battle these my sons 

Invincible, lead forth my armed Saints 

By thousands and by millions rang'd for fight. 

Equal in number to that godless crew 

Rebellious ; them with fire and hostile arms 50 

Fearless assault, and to the brow of He:iv*n 

Pursuing, drive them out from God and bliss 

Into their place of punishment, the gulf 

Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 

His fiery Chaos to receive their fall. 

So spake the Sovereign Voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and smoke to roll 
In dusky wreathes, reluctant flames, the sign 
Of wrath awak'd; nor with less dread ,the loud 
Ethereal trumpet from on high 'gan blow : 60 

At which command the powers militant. 
That stood for Heav'n, in mighty quadrate join'd 
Of union irresistible, mov'd on 
Id silence their bright legions, to the sound 
Of instrumental harmony, that breath'd 
Heroic ardour to advent'rous deeds 
Under their God-like leaders, in the cause 
Of God and his Messiah. On they move 
Indissolubly firm; nor obvious hill, 
Norstrait'ning vale, nor wood, nor stream di\'ides 70 
Their perfect ranks ; for high above \\\e ^tonsiyA 
Their much was, and the passive alt \3i^>aox^ 
ThelruJinble tread; as when ihe loli\V\tA 
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Of birds, in orderly array an wing, 

Cnnif suinmon'd over Eden to receive 

Their names of tbee; ui over nianj' a tract 

Of Heiv'n tltey mitch'd, and maoy a province wide 

Tenfold Ihe length of Ihit terrene; al ]an 

Far in th' hariion to the north appe-ir'd 

Crom skirt lo skin a fiery region, sireich'd to 

In batlailoua aspicli and hearer view 

Bristled witli uptight bcama innumerable 

Uf rigid spears, and helmed ihroi^g'd, and shields 

VarioUf, with boailful itgulnent poftny'd. 

The banded powers of Salon hatlingOQ 

With furious eipedition; forlhey ween'd • 

That self-same day by light, or by auTprlae, 

To will the mount of God, and on his throne 

To set the eiivrer of his stale, the proud 

Aipirer, but their thouglils prov'd fund ai 



In 






: llioLfihsl 



ngeio 



At lirst, that Angel thould with Angel war. 
And in fierce hosting meet, who wont to meet 
So oft in festivals oljoy and. love 
Unanimous, as son* of one great Sire 
Hymningth' eternal Father: bnl the (bont 
or battle now be^an, and nishing M>iind 
Of onset ended soon each milder thought. 
High in ihemidst.euliedasaGod, 
Th' Apostate in bis sun-bright charial sat. 
Idol of majesty divine, irKlas'd 
With flaming cberubi ID and golden sM<:ld>; 
Then lightedfium his got^eoiu throne, ^Doir 
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w'wx host and host Iwt narrow space was left, 
. dreadftil intsarial, and front Ma front- 
presented stood dn terrible arraj ■ 
Of hideou J<Dgt|i: t>efore the clondj ran. 
On the rough edgsr of battle eie-it join'd, 
Satan with Tast and haughty strides adiranc'd 
Came tow'rin^' . aito'd in: adamant and gold : i 
Abdiel tha£ sight cndnr'd not^ where be stood 
Among the mightiest, bent on highest deeds. 
And thus his o^sm \mdauntcd h«sxt explores : 

O Heav'n 1 thatsttc|i resemblitnce of the Highest 
Should yet remain, where faitH and realty 
r Bemainnot: wherefore shouldnotstnngih and mi£ 

? TheM foil ^here tirtue fails, or wrakest prove 

Where boldest, ttfetongh to sight unconquerable ? 
His puissance,* trusting in th* Almighty's aid, 
I mean to try^ whose reason I have try*d i 

Unsound and fiUse; nor is it ought hot just. 
That he who in debate of truth, hath won. 
Should win in arms, in both disputes alike 
Victor ; though brutish that cont6st and foul. 
When reason hath to deal with force, yet so 
i Most reason is that reason overcome. 

So pondering, and from his armed peers 
Forth stepping q>posite, halfway be met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Incens'd, and thus sepurely hkn defy'd : 

Proud, art thou met? thy hope was to have reacfa 
The height of thy aspiring onovvQa>'^« 
The thioae of God-unguasded » and\u% ^v^^ 
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Abjndon'dat the lerror of Ihy power 

Or polcnl tongue: fool, not to (hiukhon vain 

Agninst ih' Omnipotent to riM in itnt ; 

Who oui of stBillesIihirfrs could without end 

Have rcisM inceisaiil armiei to defeat 

Thy rally; or vltli solitary band 

Rcflching beyond oil limit, at onedlow 14a 

Unaided could have fini^b'd thee, anil whetm'd 

Thy legions under darkness r but thou ie«I 

All .ire noi of ihy train; there be who fiiili 

Prefer, and piety to God, iIm) ugh then 

To thee not visible, when 1 alone 

Stem'd in ihy world erroneous 10 dissent 

From all: myiMt thouseest; no w team/loo latt. 

How few sometime] may know, when thoHHOd* «IT> 

Whom the grand b*, with fcornful eyctikince. 
Thus answer'd : IH.fia theei butio wish'd-hour 1J« 
Of my revenge, first sought for ihou rettmi^tt ' 

From Sight, sediiioui Angel, to rdoMra < ■ ■• ^ 
Thy merited rewaiU, the first assay . . '■ ■ 
Of this right hatHi pFovok'd, 9ince flnt tbai IDUgiu 
Inspir'd with contradiction durit opptac A 
A third part of the Oods, In synod met : 
Their deities to' atteri, who, while they frtl 
Vij;ouc divim within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But welHhbu ceM'*t - ' 
Before Ihy fellows, ambitious to win ' t6i 

Froni me sonwplullie; that thy sueces* lii*r "tHW 
Deiirui-tion to the ml: this pause between 
/Uijani»'er'd4est> thou boast) tp let tbee know-; 
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At first Ithwigllt tlurt Liberty atid Heav'n 
To beav'iily louti hid bctn tll'ddt; bat nbw 
I ice that most tlnoagh tloth hadnther lerve, 
Ministiing sprritt, tmin'd op in feaet and song; 
Such best ib«u ami'd, . the mittstrelty bf -Heev'n, 
Servility with freedom toeoutend^ - 
Ae both<lheir-de«ds.eoiii|itr'd this day i|mII prove. 170 
' To whom in brief thuaAbdiel item nsply'd : 
Apoetate^ still thou err'st^ nor eHd-wih find 
Of erringf ' fiokn the path of firbth remote : 
Ui^ustly thou depiav'tt it withthe name 
Of servitude, to serte whom God ordains. 
Or Nature; God and Nature Md the «ame. 
When he-trho rules is worthiest,' and excels 
Them whom he governs. Thii it sei^tude. 
To serve th' onwise, or him who'hatfi rebell'd 
Against his worthier, as th|ne now seiHre thee, iSo 
Thyself nerl free, but to thyself inthraflM ; 
Yet lewdly dar*st our ministring upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell, thy kingdom ; let me serve 
In Heav*n God, ever blest, and bisdivine 
Behests obey, worthiest to be obey'd; 
Yet chains in Hell, not realma expect :- mean while 
From me retum'd, as erst thou saidst,> from fiight. 
This guesting oathy impious cre*t eecei%'e. 
So saying, a noble stroke he lilted high. 
Which hung not, but so swift with tempest fell 190 
On the proud ctest of Satan, that no -sight. 
Nor motion of swift thought, Jess could h\% ^v«\^ 
Such ruin intenri^j ten paces huge 
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Ofcontlicti over bttad the diunal his* ,. 

Of Rery darts in flaming vollim flew, . i- 

AndHying vaiili«dcitlw[ hqst wrlh'£rc. ' 
So under fiery cope together tush'd ,, .--■'. 

Both badlea maini with ruinous assault 
And inextinguishable rage; all Heav'n . i - 
Rebounded, and bad Earth been thea, allXsrtb 
Had to her centre shook; What wonder P wbtn 
Millions of fire-encount'iing Angels buglit - .. . 
On either side, the leas! of whom could wieid 
ThCiC elements, and arm him with the fbiicc 
Of all their regions: how much mote of poner 
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Aitny' against ansy nuinbtrkha to.iwise 

Dreadltti combtutioB warring^ and distiub^ 

Tboiqfh not &ataof4 tbeirhafiiiy Ikathrb |eat ; 

Had not th! 'dsmal King omnifiaupiit ->i^ ■ 

Fiom hU strong ttold oC iieatte bigb dver-nil'd . 

And lidorited their nligfat ;:thoi^ number'd such 

Aa each divided legion might have seem'd , 230 

A numerous host, in strength' eaehanned hand 

A legion, led in aght yet leadilr seeinM 

Each warrior single as in chief» expart ■ 

When to advance, or.standy or tunrtbe sway 

Of battle, open' wlien, andwlicn to dose 

The ridgci oCgcim war : no thought of flight, 

None.of ntreat,. noimbeoeninir'f'^ 

That argued fear ; each on hiameltitiy^. 

As only in his arm the moment lay 

Of victory : deeds of eternal fimie . 340 

Werti done, but infinite ; for wide was spread 

That war and various, sometimes on firm ground 

A standing fight, then soaring on main wing 

Tonnented all the air ; all aic seem'd tlien 

Conflicting fire : long time in «ven scale > 

The battle hung; till Satan, who that day 

Prodigious power had shown, and met in arms 

No equal, ranging through the dire attack 

Of fighting Seraphim confui'd, at length 349 

Saw where the sword of Michael. smote, and fell'd 

Squadrons at once; with huge two-handed swa^ 

Brandish'd aloft the horrid edge came doNviv 

Wide wasting: $ncb destruction to wUYi%\«cv^ 
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Heav'n's blessed p«ac«, tni jnio natiueMmt^ ■ ■ 
Misery, unereaHdlHl'tb* crime ■ '.nux ■■■■ <1 

Of thy rebellion? howlMMthoaimtilPd! liC '.( . - 
Thy inaiire into Ihauund*, once np^lght • '<" ' l^ 
And faithful, nowpivTll 6lse r But thfnlcMI hwe * 
To iraublehojy real; HfeaT'ncastftlwe'oul' ' 
From all bei conlinet. H«av'n, thetdU'Of bH**, - 
Brooks not the works of violeiu-c andteir." ' < 
Henee then, and evil 90 wtlh thee ilong^ ' 
Thy offspring, to the place of «Til, Hell, • 
Thou and thy wicked crew; there mingle broitoi ' ' 
Ere this avenging aaord »*gin Ihy doom. 
Or some more tindfl«n vlcng^anct, wing'd frrtn <3<mI, 
Precipitate thee with aagmenled jiain, - tib 

SospakethePrince af Angels; toniiomthM 
The Adversary: Nor ihink thou with wind 
Of aiiy (hrestt to awe whom yet with detdl ■ 
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Thou canst not. Hast thou turn'd the least of these 

To flight, or if to fall, but that they rise 

Unvanquish'd, .easier to transact with me 

That thou shonldst hope, imperious, and with threats 

To chase me hence ? err not thai so shall end 

The strife which thou call'st evil, but we style 

The strife of glory ; which we mean to win, 290 

Or turn this Heav'n itself into the Hell 

Thou Ablest, here however to dwell free. 

If not to reign : mean while thy utmost force. 

And join him nam'd Almighty to thy aid, 

I fly not, bat have sought thee far and nigh. 

They ended parle, and both address' d for fight 
Unspeakable ; for who, though with the tongue 
Of Angels, can relate, or to what things 
Xiken on earth conspicuous, that may lift 
Human imagination to such height 300 

Of godlike pow*r ? for likest gods they scem'd. 
Stood they or niov'd, in stature, motion, arms. 
Fit to decide the empire of great Heav'n. 
Now wav*d their fiery swords, and in the air 
Made horrid circles ; two broad suns their shields 
Blaz'd opposite, while expectation stood 
In horror; from each hand with speed retir'd. 
Where erst was thickest fight, th* angelic throng. 
And left large field, unsafe within the wind 
Of such commotion ; such as, to set forth 310 

Great things by small, if nature's concord broke. 
Among the constellations war were sprung. 
Two planets rushing from aspect malign 

^5Vi 
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Of fiercest opposition in mid-sky 
Sliauld combat, md Ihiirjarrins sphere? confound. 
'I'a^ethtr boili with next la' almighty arm 
Upliflad imminejit, om strol>e they aini'd 
That might detcmurie, and not need repeat, 
As not of pov'r-atoDi is appear*d 

Inmighloraiviftprev .al the swofd 330 

Of MiL!h3el, froni lhe< af God, 

Wasgiv'n hito tempi •« ncitheilieen 

Not solid mijiht rasiit in : it met 

The sword of Salm with oice losmite 

DcscendiDji and la half cui nicer; norsliy'd. 
But iviih swifi wh»el reverse, deep enl'rlng shard 
All hii right side: theu Sat.m Srit line w pain. 

The griding iwcnilwilllr^iaconliiiaauiitiMncI' ■ i- ■ 1 
Pass'd through himi but th' ethereal nbfOmetloMi 
Not longdivitibie^iaDd-fiomlhegmh ■ ■■; "i''- -jji 
A stream iifiiecta'ipuHiHBwuriiniM^ftiw'djit : ■ 
Sanguine, sucli-a) celestial ipi'rjis itia)iiblMd,:< ■. 
And all his arm^i,s|fiit'.^e(e:Wbilesiiibright. . ', 
Forihwitti on all sid.iVi'O hlsaid wasrun ' V 

By angels many' aMiMrong, who tBteffas'd . .: 
Defence, while others. borehitn on Ifleitstiields 1 

Bdck to his chariot, where it stood retire, . ' ' 

Ftomoflthefileaofwar; there they hint Jaid . v 
Gnashing lor anguish and despite and thame, pfl 
To lind himself not matchless, andhiaptide .'' ) 

Humbled by sudi rebuke, to far beneath 
Hiscuntidetice tocqual Oodinpower.': ' . . 



Bo*k VL PARADISE LOST, 1 7 

Yet soon he heai'd ; for spi'rits that live throughout 
Vital in tvtrf |iart, not as frail man 
In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins. 
Cannot but by annihilating die; 
Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 
Beceive, no more than can the iluid air: 
All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 350 

All intellect, all sense; and as they- please. 
They limb themselves, and colour, shape or size 
Assume, as likes them best, condense or rare. 
Meanwhile in other parts like deeds deserv'd 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought. 
And with fierce ensigns pierc'd the deep array 
Of Moloch furious king ; who him defy'd. 
And at his chariot -wheels to drag him bound 
Thr«raten*d, nor from the Holy One of Heav'n 
Hefrain'd his tongue blasphemous ; but anon 360 

Down cloven to the waist, with shatter'd arras 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 
Uriel and Raphael his vaunting foe. 
Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arni'd. 
Vanquish 'd Adramelech and Asmadai, 
Two potent thrones, that to be less than Gods 
Disdain'd, but meaner thoughts learn 'd in their flight. 
Mangled with ghastly wounds through plate and mail. 
Nor stood unmindful Abdiel to annoy 
The atheist crew, but with redoubled blow 370 

Ariel and Arioch, and the violence 
Of Ramiel scorch' d and blasted overthrew. 
I might relate of thousands, and their names 



I 

Eternize here on etrth rlmt'thoae eiect. 
AngelS; contented,'vith:Uieir hmt in ijter'n» 
Seek not the pniM«tf''niea: the other sort. 
In might though wondnmt:«nd in acttof war. 
Nor of renown leiieagldr;' yet by doom . 
Cancell'd from Hea^'n and tiered inemoiy, ■• 
Nameless in dirk otUivion lei them dwell* 3S0 

For strength front tttfth divided and from j<»t, " 
Iliaudable, nought met^^bnt dispraise' '' 
And ignominjr, yet tb-giorjr topires 
Vain glorioas, and throu|gh in&my seeks fome: 
Therefore eternal silence be thehr doom. 

And now their mightiest quef I'd, the battle swerv'd^ 
With many an inroad gor*d ; deformed Rout 
Knter'd, and foul Disorder ; all the grouqd 
With shiver'd armour strown, and oti a heap 
Chariot and charioteer ^y overturn'd, 390 

And fiery foaming steeds; what stood, recoil'd . 
O'er-'Wearied, through the faint §atanic host 
Defensive scarce, or with pale Fear surprised. 
Then first with fear surpris'd and sense of pain 
Fled ignominious, to such evil brought 
iiy sin of disobedience, till that hour 
Not liable tu fear or flight or pain. 
Far otherwise th' inviolable Saints 
In cubic phaia!.x firm advar.c'd entire. 
Invulnerable, impenetrably arm'd; 400 

Such iiigh advantages their innocence 
Gave them above their foes; not to have sinn'd^ 
Not to have disobey 'd; in fight they 6tood 
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Unwearied, unobnoxious to be pain*d 

By wound, though from their place by ▼iolence mov'd. 

Now Night her course began, and over Heav'n 
Inducing darkness, grateful truce impos'd. 
And silence on the odious din ot war : 
Under her cloudy covert both retir'd, 
Victor and van^uish'd : on the Ibugbten field 410 
Michael and.his Angels prevalent 
Incamping, plac'd in guard their watches round. 
Cherubic waving fires : ^n th' other part 
Satan With his rebellious disappeared. 
Far in the dark dislodg'd; and void of rejt. 
His potentates to council call'd by night ; 
And in the midst thus undismayed began : 

O now in danger try'd, now known in arms 
Not to be overpower'd, companions dear. 
Found worthy not of liberty alone, 420 

Too mean pretence, but what we more affect. 
Honour, dominion, glory, and renown ; 
Who have sustain'd one day in doubtful fight 
(And if one day, why not eternal days P) 
What Heaven's Lord had powerfullest to send 
Against us from about his throne, and judg'd 
Sufficient to subdue us to his w.ll, 
But proves not so ; theii fallible, it seems. 
Of future we may deem him, though till now 
Omniscient thought. True is, less firmly arm'd, 4^ 
Some disadvantage wc endur'd and pain. 
Till now not known, but known as soon contemn'dj 
Since now we find this our empyreal form 



Iiic9pabl{^ of morlal injury. 
Imperishable, ond Ibough pierc'd with wonod, 
Sooti closing, aad b>' native vigour hcil'd. 
Of evil ihen eo small mcasy think 
The remedy; pethap* motevalid.atmi, 
Weapoiii more violent, when neit we meet. 
Mar ^'^t lo tiEller m, and wane ouc (aes. 
Or equal what belwsCB us made Ihe adit. 



In n. 



ie: Ifol 



Left them superior, while we can presorre 
UnhLirt our minds uid uiid«r»t«iiding laaai. 
Due search and cgnsnllailon will diicioae. 

He sat ; and in th' assembly next upstuod 
Nisrorh, ofprincipalitiei thi; prime; 
As one be stood escap'd fiom cruel right, 
Sore toil'd, hisdvtn anDttohaTock htwn^ - - 
And cloudy in aspfctlhni •niw'ring apake.: 4^0 
Deliverer from nevr Lords, leader la free''^ 
Enjoyment of our right aa God<; yei bant - 
For Godi, and toottpequal. work we find. 
Against unequal aiBis to fight in pain. 
Against unpain'd, impassive ; from wbicA evil 
Ruin must needs eaait ; for what avails 
Valour or strength, thougbniatebless.qwit'llwilh pun 
Which all sul>duei, and makei remits tbehapdi 
Cf mightiest; Sense of pleasure we majr welt 
Spare cut of life pediaps^aiid not rt|iiD*i- 4/60 

But liv.- content, wbkli ii tbe calmeH life: 
But pain is perfect misery, the worst' - . ' '" 
Of evils. 
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All patience. He who, therefore, can invent 
With what liiore forcible we may offend 
Our yet unwounded enemies, or arm 
Ourselveiiwith like defence, to me deserves 
Ko less than for deliverance what we owe. 

Whereto with look composed Satan reply'd : 
Not uninvented that, which thou aright 470 

Believ'st so main to our success, I bring. 
Which of us who beholds the bright surface 
Of this eihereous mould whereon we stand. 
This continent of spacious Heav'n, adom'd 
With plant, ihiit, flow'r ambrosial, gems and gold ; 
Whose eye so superficially surveys 
These things, as not to mind from whence they grow 
I^eep under ground, materials dark and crude. 
Of spirituous and fiery spume, till touch'd 
With Heaven's ray, and temper'd they shoot forth 480 
So beauteous, opening to the ambient light ? 
These in their dark nativity, the deep 
Shall yield us pregnant with infernal flame; 
Which into hollow engines long and round. 
Thick ramm'd, at th' other bore with touch of fire 
Dilated. and infuriate, shall send forth 
From far with tbiind*ring noise among our foes 
Such implements of mischief, as sliall dash 
To pieces, and overwhelm whatever stands 
Adverse, that they shaK fear we have disarm'd 490 
The Thund'res of his only dreaded bolt. 
Nor long shall be our labour; yet ere dawn, 
Effect shall end our wish. Mean while revive ; 
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Abandon fear ; to sliefiftfa ftndcoiliiflBi joU'4 
Think nothing hard, jntich less tq h^ d«i]Nur'«k. ■ 
He ended, and bis wards their dtpoping iBbficr . 
Enlighten'd, and their tanginh'd hope nvwf4* ■ 
Th' invention all adinir'd, and-each, hov \m': 
To be th' inventor Dniss'd^ so easjr! it tccmld . 499 
Once found, which yet iinfoun^<:itidit*irmiMJMye 
Impossible : yet haply of thy race - j '. vr -.* [thought 
In future days, if malice should abeuod* . . : .. 
Some one intent e» nuaehief, or inspired 
With devilish nhKhin«tidu,img^tditviae. 
Like instrument to plague tbetons of men . 
For sin, on war and mutual slaughter bent*. 
Forthwith from council to the work they fieiv; 
None aiguing stood; innumerable hands 
Were ready ; in a moment up they tUrn'd 
Wide the celestial soil, and saw beneath . . 510 
Th' originals of Nature in their crude . . 
Conception; sulphurous and nrtroua foam ' 
They found, they mingled, and with subtleiart. 
Concocted and adusted they reduc'd 
To blackest grain, and. into, store cooarey'd; 
Part hidden veins digg'.d up (nor has tills earth 
Entrails unlike) of mineral and stone, . 
Whereof to found their engines and their balls 
Of missive ruin; part incentive reed- 
Provide, pernicious with one touch to firt. 52e 
So all ere day -spring, under conscious Night, 
Secret they finished and in order set. 
With silent circumspection unespy'd, • 
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Now when fair Morn orient in Hieait'n'appear'd, 
Up rose the victor AngeU, and to arms 
The matin trumpet sung : in arnu they 6tood 
Of goldeft panoply* refulgent host^ 
Soon branded ; dhers from the dawning hilU 
Xook*d rounds and scouts each coast light -armed scour. 
Each quarter, to descry the distant foe 339 

Where lodged, or whither fled, or if for fight. 
In motion or in halt: him soon they met 
Under spread ensigns taoving nigh, in slow- 
But firm foactalion ; back with speediest sail 
Zophiel, of Cherubim the swiftest wing. 
Came flying, and in mid-air alotid thus cry*d : 

Arm, warriors, arm for fight ; the foe at hand. 
Whom fled we thought, will save us long pursuit 
This day ; fear not his fliglu; so thick a cloud 
He comes, and settled in his face I see 540 

Sad resolution and secure : let each 
His adamantine coat gird well, and each 
Fit well his helm, gripe fast his orbed shield. 
Borne ev'n or high ; for this day will pour down. 
If I conjecture ought, no drizzling shower. 
But rattling storm of arrows barb'd with fire. 

So warn'd he them aware themselves, and soon 
In order, quit of all impediment ; 
Instant without disturb they took alarm. 
And onward.move embattled : when.behold 550 

Not distant far with heavy pace the foe 
Approaching gross and huge, in hollow cube 
Training his devilish cnginry, inapal'd 
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Do as you have m cnarge, ana brieHy louch 
What we propound, and loud that all may h?ar. 

Sd KoHlng in ambiguous words, he scarce 
Ifad ended ; when lo right and left tbe front 
Divi<led, and to eiiher flank retir'd : s'.° 

Which to our eya diaeover'd, new and slrange, 
A triple irotinled tow ofpilliir! laid 
On wheels (for like lo pillars most they teeni'd. 
Or hotlow'd bQdi« made of oak ut (ir. 
With branches lopt, in wood or niounlain lell'd) 
Brass, iron, stony mould, had not their mouthE 
With hideous orifice gap'd on as wide, 
Portending hollow truce: at each beMnd.' -> ,- 
A Seraph stood, and in hit hand a reed 
Stood warlngiiptwith fire; while.vc auipetne jlo 
Collected stood within out thoughls amni'd,. 
Not tang, for ludden all at once their rec^ '. . 
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With nicest touch. Immediate in a flame^ 
But soon obscur'd with smoke, all Heav'n appear'd^ 
From those deep*tbroated engines beldi'd, whose roar 
Imbowell'd with outrageous noise the air. 
And all her entrails tore, disgoiging foal 
, Their devilish glut, chain'd thunderbolts and bail 
Of iron globes ; which on the victor host 590 

Ijevell'd with such impetuous fury smote. 
That whom they bit none on their feet might stand. 
Though standing else as rocks,. but. down they fell 
By thousands. Angel on Arch-Angel roU'd; 
The sooner for their arms ; unarm'd tbey might 
Have easily as Spi'rits evaded swift 
By quick contraction or remove ; but now 
Foul dissipation follow'd and (brc'd ttmt ; 
Nor serv'd it to relax their serried files. 
What should they do? If on tbey rush'd, repulse 600 
Kepeatedj and indecent overthrow 
Doubled, would render them yet more despis*d. 
And to their foes a laughter ; for in view 
Stood rank'd of Seraphim another row. 
In posture to displode their second tire • 
Of thunder: back defeated to return 
They worse abhorr'd. Satan beheld their plight. 
And to his icates thus in derision call*d : 

O friends, why come not on these victors proud ? 
Ere while they fierce were coming ; and when we, 610 
,' To entertain them fair with open front 
And breast^ (what could we more ?) propounded terms 

Vtlumt 11. C 
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Of composition, straight they changed their minds. 

Flew off, and into strange vagaries fell. 

As tbey would dance; jet for a dance they scem'd - 

Somewhat extravagant and wild, perhaps 

For joy of o^er*d peace : but I suppose. 

If our proposals once again were heard. 

We should compel them to a quick result. 

To whom thus Beltal in like gamesome nvood : 620 
Leader, the terms we sent were terms of weight. 
Of hard contents, and- full of force urg'd home. 
Such as we might peoeeiteamus'dtliem all. 
And stumbled many ; . who receiyesthem rights 
IJad need from heaS-to foot well uodeistand ; 
Not understood, this gift tbey have beNde«, 
They show us when our foes walk not upright. 

So they among themselves in pleasant vein 
Stood scoffing, heighten'd in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt of victory; eternal might 630 

To match with their inventions tbey pre&um'd 
So easy', and. of his thunder made a scorn. 
And all his host derided, while they stood 
A while in trouble : but they stood not long ; 
Rage prompted them at length, and found them arms 
Against such hellish mischief fit to' oppose. 
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power 
Which God hath in his mighty AngeU plac'd) 
Their arms away they threw, and to the hills 
(For earth hath this variety from Heav'n 640 

Of pleasure situate in hill and dale) 
Z/^At as the IJ£^htning gViiDp^e they ran, they flewj 



Bibk r/. PARADISE LOST. 2? 

From their foiinda,tions loos'ning to and fro 
They pluck'd the seated hills with all their load. 
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the shaggy tops 
Uplifting boire them in their hands. Amaze^ 
Be sure, and terror seiz'd the rebel host. 
When coming towards them so dread they saw 
The bottom of the ihountains upward turn'd; 
Till on those cursed engines* triple-row 650 

They saw them whehn'd, and all their confidence 
Under the weight'of mountains buried deep ; 
Themselves invaded next, and en their heads 
Main promontories flung, which in the sur 
Came shadowing, and oppress'd whole legions arm'd; 
Their armour heip'd their harm, crudh'd in andbruis'd 
Into their substance pent, which wrought them pain 
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan, 
Lon^ struggling underneath, ere they could wind 
Out of such prison, though Spi*rits of purest light, 660 
Purest at first, now gross by sinning grown. 
The rest in imitation to like arms 
Betook them, and the neighboring hills ttptore ; 
So hills amid the air encounter*d hills, 
Hurrd to and fro with jaculation dire. 
That under ground they fought- in dismal shade; 
Infernal noise ; war seem 'd a civil' gatne 
To this uproar; horrid confosion heap'd 
Upon confusion rose ; and now all Heav*n 
Had gone to wrack, with ruin overspread, 670 

Had not th' Almighty Father, where he sits 

CU 



Shrin'd in. his lanctun^tf Umt'dmcvk, 
Consultingan ihesunaTtbiapibiKKea . 
This iumiiIi,BDdpeniihta<aJ],kdTi>'fl; - 
Thai his grext puipcnrbcBilghl w fitlfitv 
To hunuur his unoialed B«n meag-A 
Upuii hJsenemid.MKlla.decluie ■.- ' ;, < 
A l] poiver on hin) tmnfen'cl: wbtDtr to hii Bon, 
Th' ni^essur uf hit tbioiMi, be thns bt«a»: 

Cfl'ulgence of ni]rg>D^> SOQ bolov'd, -' i M 
Son ill whose fjce inviilfale ta bttaaU . > , . i 

Visibly, whal by ddty I wn, 
And ill vil\o!K liand wbal'by teicc I do, 
Sccoml OmniiioKncc, Iwo dafiueput, ' 
T"'a Hays, as wrcomputetbedBjiof Hen'ii,.. . 
Sitice > ichael andhif powcn wcDIfctthtOtUM. 
'ilwst disobedient : M(f htil been tbdi light, . 
As Ijkcjjesl wjs, when two such iocs met UOI'dl 
For 10 ihemselveillettthtm, andlbouknow'M, 
i'.<iail in iheir crwlion they wire form'd, 69 

^av? ivb.-^i sill liath impur'd, which yelhath wrought 
Insensibly, for 1 ibspeoll (heir doom ) 
Whfnre in perpetuiil. figbl they need*. mutt iMt 
EndlfS^, and no solution Will be found: 
War wearied haiB paHbtm'd what war can do. 
And to disorder'd n^e let looae the reini. 
With mouniains uwitfawe^idnsann'd,. which make 
Wild Mork in Heai'n, and dange'roui 10 thcDHiu. 
Too days are thtrefore pa»t, the third ii tbine; 
Kor ihee 1 have ordain'd it, and ihuifar 7W 

}i.ivc-suffei'd, that the gitry may be Ihint 
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Of ending this great war, since itone but thou 

Can end it. Into thee such virtue' and grace 

Immense I have transfus'd^ that all may Vuovr 

In Heav'n and hell thy pow'r above compare ; 

And this perverse commotion govern'd thus. 

To manifest thee worthiest to be Heir 

Of all things, to be Heir and to be King . . 

By sacred unction, thy deserved right. 

Go then, thou Mightiest in thy Father's mighty . 710 

Ascend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 

That shake Heav'n*s basis, bring forth all my war. 

My bow and thunder, my almighty arms 

Gird on, and sword upon thy puissant thigh; 

Pursue these sons of Darkness, drive them out 

From all Heav'n's bounds into the utter deep : 

There let them learn, as likes them, to despise 

God and Messiah his anointed King. 

He said, and on his Son with rays direct 
Shone full; he all his Father full express'd 72^ 

Ineffably into his face receiv'd ; 

And thus the filial Godhead answ'ring spake : 
O Father, O Supreme of heavenly thrones. 

First, Highest, Holiest, Best, thou always seek'st 

To glorify tiiy Son, I always thee. 

As is most just ; this I my glory' account. 

My exaltation, and my whole delight, 

That thou in me well pleas'd, declar'st thy will 

Fulfill'd, which to fulfil is all my bliss. 

Sceptre and pow'r, thy giving, I assume, 7^0 

Ciij 
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And gladJierslmllTMigByWiien in the end ■ 
Thou shaJt bt aU in «ii« and I in thee 
For ever, and in me atl wbom tbou lov'at : 
But whom thoQ iiat'at, I liarci and can jput on 

Thy terrors, as I -fait tfajir mildness on, 

I mage of thee in all things^ and shall soon, : 

Arm'd with thy m%fi!r, ridHeav'n of these i«be1l'd« 

To their prepar'd ill mansion driven down. 

To chains of darkness^ and th' nndying worm. 

That from thy just'oMitnce could vevolt, 740 

W horn to obey is liappiness entire. 

Then shall thy Saints vnmix'd, and from th' impure 

Far separate, circling thy holy mount 

Unfeigned Halleluiahs to thee sing, 

Hymns of high praise, and I among them chieC 

So said, he o'er his sceptre bowing, rose 
From the right hand of Glory where he sat ; 
And the third sacred morn began to shine, {[sound 
Dawning through Heav'n : forth ru&h'd with whirlwind 
The chariot of paternal Deity, 750 

Flashing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn,- 
Itself instinct with spirit, but convoy'd 
By four Cherubic shapes; four faces each 
Had wondrous; as with stars their bodies all 
And wings were set with eyes, with eyes the wheels 
Of beryl, and careering fires between; 
Over their heads a crystal firmament. 
Whereon a sapphire throne, inlaid with pure 
Amber, and colours of the show'ry arch. 
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fie in celestial |»iioply all ann'd 763 

Df Tadjant Urim, work divinely ivrov^t, 
AKended; at hit right hand Victory 
Sat eagle-wing'jd ; beside him hung his bow 
And quiver with three-bolted thunder ttor'd. 
And from about him fierce effusion roll'd 
Of smoke and bickering flame and sparkles dire: 
Attended with ten thousand thousand Saints^ 
He onward came« far off his coming- shone ; 
And twenty thousand (1 their number heard) 
Chariots of God, half on ea^ hand were seen : 770 
He on the wings of Cherub rode sublime 
On the crystalline sky, in sapphire thron'd. 
Illustrious Ua and wide, but by his own 
First seen; them unexpected joy surpris*d 
When the great ensign of Messiah blas'd 
Aloft by Angels borne, his sigi^in Heav*n ; 
Under whose conduct Michael soon reduc'd 
His army, circumfus'd on either wing. 
Under thfir head embodied all in one. 
Before him Power Divine his way prepared : 780 

At his command th' uprooted hills retir'd 
Fach to his place ; they heard bis voice, and went 
Obsequious; Heav'n his wonted face renewed. 
And wi:h fresh flow'rets hill and valley smil'd. 
Thii saw his hapless fees, but stood obdur'd. 
And to rebellious fight rallied their powers 
Insensate, hope conceiving from despair. 
In heavn'Iy Spi'rits could such perverseiiess dweW^ 
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But to coDviiice llie proud \vha\ signs avail, 
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Ta all his Iioil on Emm iiduu uiU3 ipaice : 9o< 

Standstill in bright ana)', yc Sainli, hcra^tand 
Ye Angels arm'd, this day from butUej'tili 
Faithful hath been four WRTfwe, and of Qod. 
Accepted, fearlcM in bii lighteoua caasa, . 
And iis ye have raaeiv'd, (o have yr done ... 
Invincibly ; but of this cut»«l crew ■ 
The punishment tB other hand twlangt;- 
Vengeance is his. or vrhose he sole appoint* : 
Number to tliis day's work is not ordain'd 
Nor multitude ; stand only and behold Sii 

God's indignation on these godless puur'd 
liy me; not you but me they have despis'd. 
Vet envied; gainst me is al! (heir rage. 
Because the Father, 10' ivliom in Ileav'n supreme 
Kingdom artd powei and gloiy' appertains, 
Haili lionour'd me accorJing to his will. 
Tlierefore to nw llieir daom he h4th XMign'di 
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That they may h«ve their wish, to tty with me 

In battle which the stronger proves^ they all» 

Or I alone against them, since by ftrength Sze 

They measiue all, of other cacellenoe 

Not emaloiiSy nor ctu« who them ezcelis ; 

Nor oth. r striie with theni 4o I voocbsaie. 

So spake the Son^ aod into terror chang'd 

His count'nance too severe to be beheld^ 

And fuUof wfath bent on his eikeibfes. 

At once the Pour spread ooi thdr ttarff wihgs 

With dreadful shede cohtignotts, and the oibs 

Of his fierce chariot roll'd, Mwith the sound 

Of torrent floods, or of a nmnenHis boat. 830 

He on his impions foes right onwaid drore. 

Gloomy as Night : under his bnnlQg wheels 

The steadiSut empyrean shook tbroiighout. 

All but the throne itself of God. Full soon 

Among them he arriv'd, in his right hand 

Grasping ten thousand thunders, which he sent 

Before him, such as in their souls infiz'd 

Plagues ; they astonish'd all resistance lost. 

All courage ; down their idle weapons dropt ; 

C *er shields and helms and helmed heads he rode 84O 

Of Thrones and mighty Seraphim prostr&te. 

That wish'd the mountains now might be again 

Thrown on them as a shelter from- his ire. 

Nur less on either side tempestuous fell 

His arrows, from the fottrfold-visag*d Four 

Distinct with eyes, iind from the living YiYi!&«\% 
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Distinct alike with multitude of eyes ; 
One spirit in them ral'd, and every eye 
Glar'd lightning, and tlwt forth pemkions file 
Among th* accim'dy that witber'd all their strength, 
A nd of their wonted Ti|^iur left them diaia'd> S51 
Exhausted, spiritlesa, iilkted, fali'n. 
Yet half his stieogth he put not forth, buicheck*d 
His thunder in mid Toiley; for he meant ' . 
Not to destroy, hlit toot.lhcm out of Hea?*A:. - ■< 
The overihi!oiii!uJhe mtoVIv and as a hei4 . 
Of goats or timoiuus 0pck tc^ther tbroDg'd- 
Drove them before him thunder-struck, pursu'd 
Witli terrors and with furies io the bounds 
And crystal wall of Heay -n, which opening wide, S(So 
Koll'd inward, and a spacious gap ditclos'd 
Into the wasteful deep ; -the monstrous sight 
Struck them with horror backward, hut far worse 
Urg'd them behind; headlong themselves they threw 
Down from the verge of Heav'n ; eternal wrath 
Burnt after them to the bottomless pit." *" ' 
Hell heard th' unsufferable noise, Hdl saw 
Heav'n ruining from Heav'n, and would have fled 
Aflfrighted ; but strict ftite had cast-too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too fast had bound. 870 
Nine days they fell ; confounded Chaos roar'd. 
And felt tenfold confbsion in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy, so huge a rout 
Incumbered him with ruin: Hell at last 
Yawning received them whole, and on them clo«'d ; 
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Hell their fit habitation, fraught with fire 
UnquenchaMe, the hoase of \vo^ and pain. 
Disburden'd Heav*n rejoic'd, and soon repair'd 
Her mural breach, returning whence it roll'd. 
Sole victor from th* expulsion of his foes S8o 

Messiah his triumphal chariot turn*d : 
To meet him all his Saints, who silent stood 
Eye-witnesses of his almight}' acts, 
With jubilee advanc'd ; and as they went, 
Shaded with branching palm, each order bright. 
Sling triumph, and him sung victorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion given. 
Worthiest to reign: he celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid Heav'n, into the courts 
And temple of his mighty Father thron'd 890 

On high; who into glory him receiv'd. 
Where now he sits at the right hand of bliss. 

Thus measuring things in Heav'n by thingson earth 
At thy request, and that thou may'st beware 
By what is past, to thee I have rcveal'd 
What might have else to human race been hid; 
The discord which befel, and war in Heav'n 
Among th' angelic Powers, and the deep f«ill 
Of those too high aspiring, who rebeil'd 
With Satan ; he who envies now thy state, 900 

W ho now is plotting how he may seduce 
Thee also from obedience, that wiih him 
Bereav'd oi happiness thou niay'st partake 
His punishment, eternal misery ; 
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W hich would Ix fiX bU solace and revenge. 

As a despite done against the Most tfi^h. 

Thee once to gain eooopanion of his woe. 

But listen not to hi| tetDptations« warn 

Thy weaker ; let it jpiofit tfa^e to' have heard 

By terrible example the jreward 910 

Of disobedience ; firm they might have stood, . 

Yet fell; remember, and ft;ar to transgress. 



END QH THE SIXTH BCOK. 



I . 

masKomBmrnternHm 



PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK vir. 

Raphael, at fte rnartt cf Adam, relMw hrm uni tiHewtot UJi > WM <Nl 
flm crMia« } tMt (M, after the cxpfilias nf tar aa Md hit Aaseia out of 
Heaven, declared hit pleasure to create anotlwr wtkli and cKlMr e eenirte 
to dw«ii dMfdB \ eekide his Ma with (iDrr uid au«ndan«c of Aotaie t« 
p er fa nw thawPOikofcrcatiooiB tixdajrs: the Aac^t celebrate with hynaa 
the perftmaacd thereof, aad his rc i e ctaal b b Ihto Hetveo. 

DisciND fh>m HeaV*D, Urania^ by that name 
If rightly thou art cali'd, whose voice divine 
Following, above th' Olympian hill I soar. 
Above the flight of Pegaa6an wing. 
The meiining, not the name, I call: for thoa 
Nor of the Muses nine, nor on the top 
Of o!d Olympus dwell'ftt, but hcav'niy born» 
Before the hills appear'd, or fountain flow'd^ 
Thou with eternal Wisdom didst converse^ 
VTisdom thy sister, and with her didst play le 

In presence of th' Almighty Father, pleas'd 
With thy celestial song. Up led by thee 
Into the Heav'n of Heav'ns I have presam'dj 
An earthly guest, and drtfwn empyreal air» 
Thy temp*ring ; with like t&ty guided d jwn . 
y^lume IJ. D 
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Lest from Mi l|x|E|^|keg| jtafrtlnNl^^^af Olfce 
BeUerophoq, thongh flnwn a l owgr clime) 
lJishliSuHi(e(f» An III' AMII|| RHIl&Tr, ■"" " ' ''"^ "■" - 
Erroneous theie to wn^uajKl (jpriorn* ^ 

Half yet Femains ftDMBgiHMMnoirer bound 
Within the visible dipnial sphere ; 
Standing on earth/IWiiy<bafiB4he pole, 

On evil dajnBihoqgli MPi) «id«Wt tangaMi ! ;, 
in darkness, and w}tli jrf^M^gen compa^^^ 

And solitude: vet not a]one. w hile thou _ 

Visit'st my slumbers nightly, or when Morn 
Purples'the east : 4tiU. fppVdro thou Viy tAPg*- ^ \|C| 
Urania, and fit andiepce find^^hongfa few;j .-' • 
But drive for •ffthatefbamus ^i^toDaoce . «^ 
Of Bacchus and his xei«HeEa» the race .; ':,.': ^ . . 
Oftbat^rild rout 'that tonrtbeThraclanbaffd •. 
In Rhodope, where .woodland -rocks ba^lear^: .: 
To rapture, till iheeavage clamour drown'd 
Both harp afid voice ;* nor cQuld the Muse defend 
Her son. So fait not- tbau, who thee implores; 
For thou art heav^nljj she an empty dream. ■ - 

Say, Goddess, what ensu'd when Raphael^ 4q 

The affably ArehrAngel, had forewarn'd 
Adam by ^ire examplp to beware 
Apostasy, by what befcl in Heav'n 
To those apostates, learthe like be&U 
Jp Paradise to Adam or his race, . . . 
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Charg'd not t» touch the inderdictcd tree> ' - ' 
If they transgress, and sljgiit that. sole commanily .1 
So easily obey'd amid the choice-'- ' " ! • «• -« . j, . . ■ ! 
Of all tastes else to please their ap^ite^ . *' \ 
Though wakid'riiig. He, with^ his^consorted I^V«;- '^ 
The story heard attentive^ andwaa fill'd - * -) 

With admiration and deep muse, tdliear 
Of things so high and stran)^^ things to their thought 
So unimaginable as hate in H^zi9^a, * ")-. .". 

And war sanear the peace of Ood in bless 
With sorh confusion : but the e\'il soon 
Driv'n back' redounded as a flood on those . ^ 

From whom it sprung, impossible to mix -* . 

With blessedness. Whence Adam 8oon-repeaI'4 ' 
The doubts that in his heatt aroatt : wrA now -do 
Led on, yet sinless, with desire to know 
What nearer might concern him^ how thit world . . 
Of Heav'n and Earth conspicuous first beg[an» 4 
When> and whereof created, for what cause. 
What within Eden of without W8S done i'T 

Before his memory, as one whosd drought . - : . 
Yet scaite allay'd still eyes the^current stream^ ■ " -' 
Whose liquid thurmur heaiti new thirst excites; ' 
PtocMded tbbts to ask his heav'nly^-guest : ' '• .^ . '. 
Great thlngfi, and full of Wonder IH out ear?, • 7^ 
Far diflTcring from this world; th*u hdst revetii'd, .■^.•- 
Divine Interpreter, by fxvfi^ setit ' • . ' * ' 

Down from the empyrean tblbrewarrt " ' '■' ' 

Us timely* of what might 'fels^ hav6 beeh onr to**; -"^ 
Unkhowiii which human khowledge could not 



For whieb to th* fnflaitwIjrtGood we ow ■: l • 
Iromortelthinfcgj>iwHri>j^nKmiihmcnt ' 
Beceive with io]cniii:p«ifo«r1o obscrrc • < • • ^. 
Immutably hit MrteiifB<«iill, tbemd ■ •. ' -^ 

Ofw]iarweaiii.'BaiifiiMe.tli0tth9itT0iichsaN l» 
Gently for our itUtfwtk«t«iknf«it '>.*.•>! : •. - 
Things above ttrtbljpihoffgbt.. which, yet ooMBeiti^ ' 
Our kniowint, ai i(eiiMgh^,trlidom icem'd, .. % '■■ - 
Deign to descend aomldtver^ and lelate . -i. .: 

What may no le« perhM^ tfail na known, 

How first began .thiaJieBV*B- which we behold 
Distant so high, with moving tea adoru'd 
Innumerable, and this which yields or fills 
All apace, the ambient air wide interfus'd 
Embracing round this florid earth, wbat cause ^ 
' Mov*d the Creator in his holy rest 
Through ail etemltyao late^to build 
In Chaqs, and the worltbfguo, how soon ■ 
Absolv'd, if unforbid thou cnay'Sit unfold 
What we, not to explore the secrets, asK . 
Of his eternal empire, but the inor^ 

To magniiy his works, the more we knot?. 

And the great light of day yet wants to niQ 

Much of his race though steep ; suspense in Heav'n, 

Held by thy voic^. tby pptent voice, he hean^ jce 

And longer will del<iy 19 h«ar thfse tell 

His generation, anc) the ri^ng birth 

Of nature from the unappaient d^p : 

Or if the star of evening and the moon 

Haste to thy audience. Night with her will brinf 
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Silence^ and sleep list'ning to thee will watch, ~ 
Or we can bid his absence, till thy song 
End, and dismiss thee efe the moming shine. 
TMs'Adam bis illustri<ra3 giiesl besought ; 
And thus the godlike Angel anfiwer'd mild : 1 1 o 

This also thy request with caution ask'd 
Obtain: though to recount almighty works ' 

What words or tongue of Seraph can suffice. 
Or heart of man suffice to comprehend ? 
Yet what thou canst attain, which best may serre 
To glorify the Maker, and infer 
l^hee also happier, shall not be withheld 
Thy hearing, such commission from abore 
1 have receiv'd, to answer thy desire 
Of knowledge within bounds , beyond abstain I2« 
To ask, nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not reveal'd, which th* invisible King, 
Only omniscient, hath supptess'd in Night, 
To none communicable in Earth or HeavNie 
Enough is left besides to search and know. 
But knowledge Is as food, and needs no less 
Her temperance over appetite to know 
Or measure wiiat th^mind may well contain \ 
Oppresses else with surfeit, and soon turns 
Wisdom to folly', as nourishment to wind* 130 

Know then, that after Lucifer from Heav'n 
(So call him, brighter cnce amidst the host 
Of Angels, than that star the stars among) 
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep 
Into hit pltcf J and the gre^t Sop return'd 
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Victoripm iritis his SsiiitSftli* omnipottiil ^. : 

Eternal Father fiom bis fhrone bebdd 

Their multitudtj and tp his Sen ihos spak«: > :•. - 

At least o«r cnvioos Cm h#th lail'd, njtotlwi^ 
All like hiBoself v^UiM* 117 whost aid :: ., : . . 149 
This inacccssthl^ Ugh fttength^ |hf seat : • - 
Of Deity supreme, m.disp p fi m ^d, ..:... ..n-x.^^- 
He trusted tp have se|«*dj and into (rufi • ■ . .; .. 

Drew many, whom th^ pl«» loiows h«9 aq IPPTfl 
Yet far tl)e graater part hairp kepli I lee,. 

Their station, Heav'n yft popnlpua reta{fis ;; , 

Number sufficient to pMseu hpr realms 

Though wide, and this high temple tp frequent 

With ministeries due and solemn rit^s : 

]p|ut lest his heart exalt him in ^^ harm i|f 

Already dqne, to have dispeopled Heav'tt^, 

My damf^lfs fondly deem'd, I can repair 

That detriment, if such i\ be tq lose 

Sf If- lost, ^pd in a-mtmiept will creato 

Another world, oiit of onf man a race 

Of men innumerable, ther^ tp dwell, 

Kot here, till by degrees of meiitiais'd 

They open to themselves at length the way 

Up hither, unJer long obedience try'd. 

And Earth be chang'd to Heav'n, and Heav*n to Earth, 

One kingdom, joy apd union withoutcnd. 161 

Meanwhile inh<ibit lax, ye Pow'rs of Hea? 'n. 

And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee 

'J'his I perform, speak thou, and be it done: ^ 

My overshiidowing spi'rit and might >yith the«- 
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I tfod aloQg S' viAft teUH and Ud ikCilNy 
IWrulMn appoiittcA bowidt lit Jtaueji Mrf '1^ 

af||oqgli4iiiicli««nievl^tt3rMlf4ft^^ - 170 
Anlpvt not lbrth4By gottei* wluali4»IM 
To act or iiot».iMe«»lty and «liittidit... : .: V 
Aypioadi not;m0; and Iviiat t,wMI lt:Aik,. .1 

80 ipdta th* Alqu^y, «pdt#irliil iafc9^ 
Bit Wpw^lfct Wal G odl w iit j p rt taiwt ^ 

InoiMdUtv aittMK-acta oC God, BNMPt Mvift 
Than tlBM or aifltloii, Init to taoanjivc. 
Canoot witfca«t^iacdia of t|«M|i baltM^ 
80 told at earthlr MtioB oaB Btotivai •>• •■ • 
Pwat tiimnplijrtid njokJag aaH l»Hiair% . ilo 
IVImi toch wat httund deekn'd.thi Alm^ty^s will ; 
OI017 thty iMOf to the Most H%|i» >goodrwill . 
To futiiro<naeii^ and in tiMbir dwdlinfifeacc : 
Glory to hiob whoie jati avai^finf in- . ; - • 
Had drtvaa out th'raagodly liomMt,^i|rt : 

Aiidth'baUtatiotitoftlicjait^tb'liifn'^ • 

Glory 9mI -pfaiae, wbote trisdonlMUbdniain'd 

Gpod out of ovil. to oreat^ instead 

Of Spi'rits malign a batter race io brinf . 

Into their vaqmt tiaom, and tbenoo diff«M 190 

Hit good.to woridf. and ages infinii^ ' 

So sang tbeHiaiarcliies : McaawJiiic the Son 
On his great ejipcditioa now aipipcar'd, ' ' 
Girt with onhipoteaeej iNthr radiance cniwn'd 
Of nmjcsty di^<jh»^ lyitf net load Utve 
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Immense, and «1I fiis Father in him shone. 
About his chtriot huinberless wtre pour'd 
Cherub ani Bamphy Potentates and Thrones, 
And Virtues, winged Spi'rits, and chaiiots wing'd 
Ffom th' an^oury^ God, where stand of oM zoo 
Myriads betweentwo brazen mountains lodg'd 
Against a solemn da]r,-hamess'd at hand; 
Celestial eqaifidgtt ; Had- now came forth 
Spontaneous, fbrtrlthin them 6pititliv*d, " ' 
Attendant on their Lord : Heav^nopeifd'wide 
Her ever-during gates, harhionibtts^MAaltf 
On golden hinjpes moving, to let forth ' 
The King oC OKny inhis powerfkil • Woidf 
And Spirit cominf^ toereate new worlds. • 
On heav'nIy'gttMiid tiMy stood, and fiK)m.the shore no 
They Tlew'dtheTast immeasurable abyss ' 
Outrageouaas-a'te^,. dark, wasteful, wild, .-. - 
Up from the bottom turh'd by furious winds 
And surging wavjesy as mountains, to assault 
Heav'n's height, andwith the centt^ mix the pole. 
Silence, ye troubled waves, and thou deep, peace. 
Said then th* omnific Word, your discord end : 
Nor stay*d, but on the wings of Cherubim 
Uplifted, in paternal glory rode 
Far into Chaos^ and the world unborn ; - 220 

For Chaos heard his voice: him ail his train 
Folio w'd ia bright procession to behold 
Creation, and tbr wonders of his might. 
Then stay'd the fervid wheels, and in his band 
He took the goldcRCOtppasses, piryar'd • • 
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Thb ooivene» and all citeaMdhlilgit "^ '' 

RoBnd through theyait praftnida^ dlinuw» 
Aiidltaidl»4iaiiiafur.ateQd^th||»telhylMlb^ afO 
Vmu beibj juit «inhtBlfiBi»cc^<0 Wailtf. 
Tb«s God the HeaT'H cnreated^ that th)» Barth, 
Matter nirfbWH'frattd laoid ? Dafkn<aif|»ofouad 
Corer'd th* ahjws Ifttt oft Iha-^liilpSF^oilill 
BhbitMidIng wingilha ftpi'rtt tf QUdvuftf^^ 
And vital virtue' infife«*di aM Tital iranDth ' 
Thnnighcmf'thaiolil^naM, Wrt^ owa iw ani purg'd 
The black tartMMba cold tafMaHiqt* ' 
AdverM to liHet then iboiided> ih<tfc0i ^ |i 6 h*d 
Like thiiigttvnHwi the t«it toitevtiMffllWi 2i^ 

Dispart^, aii# between epiiri oiir the' air. 
And Earth, ie1f»baianc'd;'on her-cenf re hung. 

Let theie be light, sakl God, andifortbwith light 
Ethereal/' fint of Ihingf, quItHessmcie pare. 
Sprung ftom tAte deep, and firoMi Mi native ea«t 
To Jonmey throiigh- the aiiy gloom began; 
Sphered in a radiant clond, for yet thfc-snn 
Was not ; the in a ekmdy taberhafcle 
Sojoum'd thrwhikri God iaw the light was good; 
And light from daikneis by thb hdbisph^re 250 

Divided : light the day, and darkness night 
He nam'd. Thus was the first day ov'n and morn : 
Nor pasft'd uncelebiated, nofuosang 
By the celestial qtiire*, when orient light 
Eidialing first fiwn daiiam^biy Mm^4\ 
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Birth-day of Ha«MjMMHB)arch;!with:joj:aBd«liout 

The hollow uniiftiQqNlborb-tli^ ^ll*d»- ^ ■ «-« "^ . i* 

And touch'd-tbnvsvUcB'bnrls^ ajklilyiiiniiigprais'd' 

Godandhi».WQiiai>6ilMtorl^aitfi€3^tilQ9»'<i* ■ • « 

Both when j&iti4T«diqg'Wa*» and wMsb Offtt jnom. -^ 

Again, &o«l Mld/Ltt (inn l|o.inBainei|r. - * ■ '^ttftf 

Amid ;he. waleOi aoil lefc it divide r-. '.'. '. .: • tw : ' j- i 

Thewateififiymthc^lMrtabtaodGpd'ttadft. » .:' 

The firmam^nti^eiMiKiaf Hqiiiilj pwaj.;. .-:? 

Transparent^j^cnMntlU«lv^iAi^-4i:' V .r-'^^-'' 
In circuit to tfa( )itt»riiH9^<poiivi« .t ^..i. - • • v. 

Of this great Miiiiii:-.p»i:Mtioti j^im mhA %vue^ • 

The waters undeiveatjijk fiom tboae^^JiiVe . 

Dividing ::fojra^,^^h»ao he the ir^lrld ' •> 

Built on ciicuinfluoiis*w|lt«rs calm,. ji^ wide ' * 17^ 

Crystalline occaiij and^the loud minrul# : . 

Of Chaos fiur remov'd, |e$t £erc^ extremes, 

Contiguous migb^ tiisteipper the whole fi^ame : , 

And Heav*n be iHup^M t^ firmament: Sq even t 

And morning cliprm sung the second- (day. , - 

The earth was fonn'd| but in the wpmb-as yet ; , 

Of waters, embryon-uqumature involir'd^ 

Appear'd not r over all the (ace. of fourth „ 

Main ocean ;flow*d, iiot idjei but witltiwarm ' 

Prolific humojar 8o£t*j»ii?Q^ all her.globe, '.280 

Fermented the great mother to conceive, / . 

Satiate witbgiemal.moisture, when God said ■ ' 

Be gathered now, ye H'aters, Under HeM.'A' 

Into one place, f^nd let dry land appeaiit' • ' 

Immediately jthe mountaips huge aj>piear . 
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Emergent > and their bioad bare backs upheave 
Into the clotids^ their tops ascend the aky : 
^o high as beav'd the tumid hills, so low 
Down sank a hollow bottom broad and deep. 
Capacious bed of waters: thither they 290 

Hasted with'glad precipitance, uproli'd 

As drops on dust conglobing from the dry ; 

Part rise in crystal wall, or ridge direct. 

For haste ; snich flight the great command impress^ 

On the swift floods ; as armies at -the call 

Of trumpet (for of armies thou hast heard) 

Troop to their standard, so the wat'ry throng. 

Wave rolling sifter wave, where wave they found, / 

If steep, withlorrent rapture, if through plain. 

Soft-ebbing ;• nor withstood them I'ock or hill, 3C0 

But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 

With serpent error wand'ring, found their way^ 

And on the washy oose deep channels wore ; 

Easy, ere God had bid the ground be dry. 

All but within those banks, where rivers now 

Stream and perpetual draw tlieir humid train. 

The dry land earth, and the great receptacle 

Of congregated waters he cali'd Seas : 

And saw that it was good, and said. Let th* Earth 

Put forth the verdant grass, herb yielding seed, 310 

And fruit-tree yielding fruit after her kind. 

Whose seed is in herself upon the earth. 

He scarce had said, when the bare earth, till then 

Desert and bare, unsightly, unadorn'd. 

Brought forth the tender grass, whose verdure clad 
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Her universal face with pleatent green, 
Then herbs of every leaf, that sudden flow*r'd 
Opening their various colours, and made gay 
Her bosom smelling sweet: and these scarce blown, 
Forth fiourish'd thick the clustering vin?r forth crept 
The smelling gourd, up stood the corny reed 311 
EmbattPd in her field, and th' humble shrub, 
And bush with frizzled hair implicit : last 
liose as in dance the stalely trees, and ^read 
Their branches huiig with copious fruit, or gemm'd 
Their blosoms: with high woods the hills were 

crown'dy 
With tufts the valleys, and each fouiltaio side. 
With borders long the rivers: that earth now 
Seem*d like to Heav'n, a seat where Gods might dwell. 
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt. 3|0 

Her sacred shades : though God had yet not ratn*d 
Upon the earth, and man to till the ground 
None was, but from the earth a dewy mist 
Went up and water'd all the ground^ and each 
Plant of the field, which ere it was in th' earth 
God made, and every herb, before it grew 
On the green stem ; God saw that it was good : 
So ev'n and morn recorded the third day. 

Again th* Almighty spake. Let there be lights 
High in th' expanse of Heav'n, to divide ^40 

The day from night ; and let them be for signs. 
For seasons, and for days, and circling years. 
And let them be for lights as I ordain 
Their oMce in the firmament of Heav'n 
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To give Tight on the «arth; anditwasite. 
And God made two great lights, great for their use 
To man, ;be greater to have rule by day. 
The less by night altern ; and made the stars. 
And set them in the firmament of Heav*n 
To illuminate the earth, and rule the day 350 

In their vicissitude, and rule the night. 
And light from darkness to divide. God saw. 
Surveying hisgreat work, that it was good: 
For of celestial bodies first the son 
A mighty sphere he frdm'd, unlightsome first. 
Though of ethereal mould: then form'd the moon 
Globose, and every magnitude of stars. 
And sow'd with stars the Heaven thick as a field : 
Of light by far the greater part he took. 
Transplanted from her cloudy shrine, and plac*d 360 
In the sun's orb, made porous to receive 
And drink the licjuid light, firm to retain 
Her gather'd beams, great palace now of light. 
Hither as to their fountain other stars 
Repairing, in their golden urns draw light. 
And hence the morning planet gilds her horns; 
By tincture or reflection they augment 
Their small peculiar, though from human sight 
So far remote, with diminution seen. 
First in his East the glorious lamp was seen, 370 

Regent of day, and all th' horizon round 
Invested with bright rays, iocund to run 
His longitude through Heav'n's high road; the grey 
Pawn and the Pleiades before him danc'd 
Volumt II, ^ 




Shedding 8W4it.iMin»: ii99^teii^kUht-|jpnq|U « ^ T 
B ut opposite- in inplM .Wflu^ was Mt< ^,. rr« ^. 

His mirror, w,aifelUliftotbQa»wiiipb«U|gbt' . 

From hiiii,liBis«lbpM%ltt the MidtilMMi'iJ . . T 

In thatasp^ct^aalCtlUlAteiBMimlneiWs.ii . . 

TUl night, Aea iaid».EtHharf>iii|w Mm*, jUi 

Revolved on Hg«i'l>?» jriit HxH^HWl.hir llign ;• ^ 

With thouunjl toatHOJfiiUipividiiaiJboidi^ 

W ith thoi iwn j ll ww ff rt :fttfnit j Ui W l - .thwi m ^uT^ * 

Spangling the bemin^yiff t tkm,im adtBrafii 

W ith her iHrigiit .liu|ii|Moei,4f|t. Ift aQd.BQM^. 

Glad Ev'nuog and^M Morn crovn'dtbsjGMurtlidaj. - 

And God eaid^ Lefc the w«terf genenUe 
Reptile with ipawn abundant, living aoiil: 
And let fowl dy aboya the Earth with wi^gt. 
Display*d on th' open firmament of Htar'n. 35^ 

And God creatad.t]ie gfeat whales, and each 
Soul living, aachfi^t crept, which pl^teousljr 
The waters generated by their kinds. 
And every bird of wi^g aftef his l^nd; 
And saw that it was good, and bless'd tfaeno, sayings 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the scas» 
And lakes, and running streams the waters fill ; 
And let the fowl be multiply'd on th' Earth. 
Forthwith the sounds and feas, each creek and bay 
With fry innumerable swarm, and shoals 400 

Of fish that with their fins and shining scales 
Glide under the green wave, in sculls that oft 
Dank the mid sea: part single or with mate 
Graze the sea weed their pastuie, acd through grovea 
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Of coral strayj or sporting with quick' glance . ^ . : ' " 

Show to the sun their wav'd coats dropt iritb(^ld» 

Or in their pearly shells at ease^ attend ;.. 

Moist nutriment^ or under rocks their food 

In jointed armour watch : on smooth the seal • 

And bended dolphins play: part huge of bulk 41D 

Wallowing' unwieldy', enormous in their gate 

Tempest the ocean : there leviathan, . ■ 

Uugest of living creatures, on -the <ieep 

Stretch'd like a promontory, sleeps or swims^ 

And seems a moving land, and at his gUls 

Draws in, and at his trunk spouts out a sea. 

Meanwhile the tepid caves, and fens^ apd shores. 

Their brood as numerous hatch, from th' egg that soob 

Bursting with kindly rupture forth disclos*d 

Their callow young, but feather'd soon and fledge 410 

They summed their pens, and soaring th' air sublime 

With clang despis'd the ground, under a cloud • 

In prospect; there the eagle and the stork 

On cliffs and cedar tops their eyries build : 

Part loosely wing the region, part more wise 

In common, rang'd in figure wedge their way. 

Intelligent of seasons, and set forth 

Their aery caravan high over seas 

Flying,- and over lands with mutual wing 

Easing their flight ; so steers the prudent crane 430 

Her annual vo>'age, borne on winds ; the air 

Flotes, as they pass, fann'd with unnumber'd plumes: 

From branch to branch the smaller birds .with song 1 

Solac'd the woods, and spread their painted wings '. 
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Tniev%Bortltelk«iotemBii|^itaf|]a''!^2 "-A 
Ceas*d waiblhifrtet^ai uiglrttiuifSI her MRIi^o.: : 
Othfrs on silver J3ite««Bd ibnntMi^'**^ liid. »ii \\* 
Their downy hnamy'tbtvimD, with wriw^iciy^w :.' 
Between lier ^» tift»w h ig» tnimtf iqy.pwiMiiyiittw; ':i 
Her state with oify faai; jratoft llii|ri4]Aitii::^i: .;; ^^fD 
Thedanky andje'tiiiy«n«liff'pfiip^itMraK:'. z:o i^: -';• 
The mid aereal ilqnrtfliart ottgnoMaic: in: ^ -< : n-. r 
Walk'd firm : liwtriMed codr, ^wfntRtcluto ■^«pil| 
The silent boari^>ai|d^A*.<|thtr wiwMgayiferaiii --..(.: 
Adorns him, eoloM irltb.tht -florid Inie . r- «. . • ' >i 
Of rainbows andsltnjt* tyct. Thd walsn that : 
With fish nepleniBh*d, and the air with fowl^ • 
£v'ning and Mom solemniz'd the fifthikay.' 

The sixth, bimI of creation last arose > > 

With evening harps and malin« when God'toid, 450 
Let th' Eartlil bring forth soul living^f h hit kind. 
Cattle and creeping things; and beast of lit JEari h, ^ 
Each in their kind. The Earth obey*tf, and^raH 
Opening her fertile womb, teem*d at » birth - ' 
In numerous living treatores, .perfect foims,. - ■ . 
Limb*d and full grown : out of the ground uprose 
As from his lair the wild beast, where he wone 
In forest wild, in thicket, brake, or den ; 
Among the trees in pairethey rose; they walk'f^; . 
The cattle in the fields' and meadows green :■ . ^€0 
Those rare and solitery, these in flocks 
Pasturing at once, and in broad herds upsprung. 
The grassy clods now calv'd, now half appear'^ 
The tawny iloii, pawing to get fre^ 
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His hinder parts, then springs as broke from bonds. 

And rampant shakes his brrnded mane; the oimcc. 

The libbard, and Ihe tiger, as the mole 

Rising, the crumbled earth above them threw 

In hillocks : the swift stag from under ground 

Bore up his branching head : scarce from his mold 

Behemoth, biggest born of Earth, upbeav'd 47s 

His vastness: fleec'd the flocks and bleating rose. 

As plants : ambiguous between sea and land 

The river hone and scaly crocodile. 

At once came forth whatever creeps the ground. 

Insect or worm : those wav*d their limber fans . 

For wings, and smallest lineaments exact 

In all the liveries deck'd of Summer's pride 

W ith spots of gold and purple*> azure and green : 

These as a line their long dimensions drew, 4S0 

Streaking the ground with sinuous trace ; not all • 

Minims of Nature; some of serpent kind. 

Wondrous in length and corpulence, involv'd 

Their snaky folds, and added wings. First crept . 

The parsimonious emmet, provident 

Of future, in small room large heart inclos'd. 

Pattern of just equality perhaps 

Hereafter, join'd in her popular tribes 

Of commonality: swarming next appear'd 

The female bee, that feeds her husband drone 490 

Deliciously, and builds her waxen cells 

With honey stor'd : the rest are .numberless. 

And tJiou.iheir natures kiiow'st, and gav'st them 

Needless to thee repeated; nbr.i^nkQQwn [[names. 



Thf serpent, subtlest beasl oTall the field, ■' 
Of huge Client wmetimca, with braien eye*"! 
And haity mane ierrJflc,'tfiopgfi tothcc 
Not nsxIoM, bmoboIieDtattfayadl. ' '"' 

Now Heav'n in all h«rg!ory thoD«, «nd ton 
Her moliont, as the gtux BratMonr't tnnlt' ''' 
First whetl'dtMircaiine; Eainli it) liM ^rfril 
Comtucnoitie loveiy'tniird ; air, water, mmM/ 
lly fowl, fish, beui, irasflDtrn, Mti'virum.yr^ 
Fi-equBOt; jndofiheiixlhdsyyel rtmiliCJi 
There wani«d yei themaiter Wocfc, the cod 
or all yet done; a cieltUre who not prone 
And brute is other c'rca lures, but indued 
'With sanctily of reason, might er»l 
Hi; sialuTC, and upright wilb troni serene 
Got-em the res), celf-knowing, and from thenct 
Masnanimaiu lo correspond wiih Heav'n, - 
Bui graleful (o acknowledge whence his good 
Descends, Ihilher with heart and voice and ejM 
Directed in devotion. Id adore 
And uon'iip God aupreme, "ho made htm chic 
Of all his worts: therefore ih' Omnipoient 
Eternal Farher (for where is not he 
Prfaenl?) ihus to' his Son audibly spaSe: 

Lei us make now Man in our image, Han 
In our slmililude, and lei them rule 
Over Ihe fish and fowl oFsta, nnd air, 
Bedtt of the field, and over all the Earth, 
And every creeping thing iliai treepi the grann 
Thia Mid, he foroi'd tbee, Adam, ihei, O Man 



Daft of tbegmnd, and in thrnottribhiwOi'd 

The bviath of lift s aa Mi omittutftlw 

4!;iwtiidtliee,M'tlifrlnu0eofOb4- :v 

BspivM* mcNftmi bctwrtf U f hy t mA* 

Male IM <Mtidr thcey tat tUf^onM 

SteakforfacertbciibtoirErMaiikitf^aiidsMc!, 5jo 

Be ftiiitAil; multiply, and ittilie Eiirtli, - 

8ididiiei^-aiid'tliroq|lio«itdoinliiidiilM»ld ' 

Over iiili of the laa^ and finrl of tk' air, ' 

And everf lifinf Ihiog thal-novee 00 tb' Earth. 

Wberefertliiif.anated,forn»^ia^ ■' 

It yet dittlnct by name, tiieii(Nr/ai*tlion know'st. 

He brougiit thceinto tbfo delidoot grove. 

This faiden, planted vltb the tneaof God, 

Delectable both to behold and taale; 
And fively all their pleasant firnlt ftr.food 540 

Gave thee; all torts are here that all tb' Earth, yieids 
Variety without end; bat of the tree. 
Which tasted works knoirledge of good and evil/ 
Thou mayst not;, in the day lhon.aat'st, thoudy'st; 
Death is the penalty imposM, beware. 
And govern well thy appetite, lest Sin 
Surprize thee, and her black attendaqt Death* 
Here finith'd he, and all that brh«d made 
View'd, and behold all was entirely good ; 
80 Ev'n and Mom accomplithHI the sixth day : 550 
Yet not till the Creator from his work 
Desisting, though unwearied, u^'retum'd. 
Up to the Heav'n of Ueav'nt bis high abode, 
Thence to hefaokl tbit ocw-citaied wutVA 
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Th* addition of his empire, how it showM 

In prospect from liisi throne, how goo<l» how fair^ 

Answering his great idea. Up he rode 

Follow'd with acclamation and the sound 

Symphonious of ten thousand harps that tunM 

Apgelic harmonies; the earthy the air . • . 569 

Resounded, (thou remember'st, foit thou hjetordst) 

The Heav'ns and all thexonstellations rung. 

The planets in their station listening stood. 

While the bright pomp ascended jubilant. 

Open, ye everlasting Gates, they sung. 

Open, ye Heav'ns,. jrour living doors ; let in 

The great Creator from his work retum'd 

Magnificent, his six days* work, a World ; 

Open, and henceforth oft; for God will deign 

To visit oft the dwellings of just men 570 

Delighted, and withfrequent intercourse f 

Thither will send his winged messengers 

On errands of supernal grace. So sung 

The glorious train ascending: he through Heav'n, 

That Gpen*d wide her blazing portals, led 

To God's eternal house direct the way, 

A broad and ample road, whose dust is gold 

And pavement stars, as stars to thee appear, . 

Sten in the galaxy, that milky way. 

Which nightly as a circling zone thou seest 583 

Pov/der'd u ith stars. And now on Earth the sercnth 

Evening arose in Eden, for the sun 

Was set, .and twilight from the East came on. 

Forerunning Night;, when at t^ holy mount 
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Of Heav*n*s high-seated top, th' imperial throne 

Of Godhead^ fix*d for ever firm and sure. 

The FHial Power arriv*d, and sat him down 

With bis great. Father, for he also went 

Invisible, yet stay'd, (such privilege 

■Hath Omnipresence) and the work ordain'd, 590 

Author and end of all things, and f^om work 

Now resting, bless'd and hallowM the sev'nth day« 

As resting on that day from all his work. 

But not in silence holy kept; the harp 

Had work and rested not, the solemn pipe. 

And dulcimer, all organs of sweet stop. 

All sounds on fret by string or golden wire 

Temper'd soft tunings, intermix'd with voice 

Choral or unison : of incense clouds 

Puming from golden censers hid the mbunt. 600 

Creation and the six days' acts they sung. 

Great are thy works, Jehovah, infinite 

Thy power : what thought can. measure thee or tongue 

Relate thee i greater now in thy return 

Than from the giant angels; thee that day 

Thy thunders magnify 'd; but to create 

Is greater than created to destroy. 

"Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound 

Thy empire? easily the proud attempt 

Of Spi*rits apostate and their counsels vain . 6;c 

Thou hastrepell'd, while impiously thev thought 

Thee to diminish, and from thee withdraw 

The ntunber of thy worshippers. W ho seeks 

To lesMJi thee against his purpose serves 
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To manifest the more thy might: hit eril 

Thou usest, and from thence creat'st more good. 

Witnesss this new-made world, another HeaT*n 

From Heav'n gate not far, founded in view 

On the clear hyaline, tlie glassy sea; 

Of amplitude almost immense, with stars 6j» 

Numerous, and every star perhaps a world 

Of destinM habitation ; but thou know'st 

Their seasons: among these the seat of men» 

Earth with her nether ocean circumfiis'd^ 

Their pleasant dwelling place. Thrice happy men» 

And sons of men, whom God hath thus advanc'd^ 

Created in his image, there to dwell 

And worship him, and in reward to rule 

Over his works, on earth, in sea, or air. 

And multiply a race of worshippers " 6jo 

Holy and just : thrice happy if they know 

Their happiness, and persevere upright. 

So sung they, and the empyrean rung 
With halleluiahs : thus was sabbath kept. 
And thy request think nowfulfilPd, that ask*d 
How first this world and face of things began. 
And what before thy memory was done 
V vm the beginning, that posterity 

J,': . m'd by thee might know ; if else thou seek'st 
.*)i}(-r '. not surpassing human measure, say. 640 

TUB END OP THE SEVENTH BOOK. 
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Adam fnqulm coseerninB celestial matioot, b doubtfully answered, aod 
criiorted ttf tnonli ntfter thlnio man vortlqr of Inowiedget Adam at* 
a«rut aod ttiU desirous to decatn Raphael, relates to him what be re- 
numbered since Mhown creaticsi, hisplaciDg in Vartdlse, his talk with 
God oonceraloe solitude and fit sodctx* bis ftrst roeetios and nupciaik with 
Xvc, his discourse with the ancal thereupon i who after admoniuoos re- 
peated departs. 

1 HE Angel ended, ar.d in Adam's ear 
So charming left his voice, that he a while 
Thought him still speaking, still stood fix'd to hear; 
Then as new wak'd thus gratefully reply 'd: 

What thanks sufficient, or what recompense 
Equal have I to render thee, divine 
Historian, who thusrlaigely hast allay'd 
The thirst I had of knowledge, and vouchsaTd 
This friendly condescension to relate 
Things else by me unsearchable, now heard i& 

With wonder, but delight, and, as is due. 
With glory attributed to the high 
Creator ? something 3 et of doubt remains. 
Which only thy solution can resolve. 
When I behold this goodly frame, this Y;o\\d 



Of Heav'n a|id Etrtli comlsting^ and comput* 

Their magnitiidety this ctrth, a spot^ ■ gnib, "^ 

An atom, wf tb the finiiaiiwiit c wn^it ' ' 

And all her nmnber^ stttty thataccm toioH - ■-- 

Spaces incomprehensible (for tuch » 

Their distance argues aod the^r swift reCom 

Diurnal) merely to eflklaltf light' 

Round this opacotts earth, this ponctnal spot. 

One day and night.|R«l|4M ?ait survey 

Useless besides i reasopiof loft admif?. 

How Nature, wise and frogtU coaldvoimnil ••• 

Such disproportions, ^Ath'superllttoas hand 

So many nobler bodies to create. 

Greater so manifold to this one use. 

For ought appears, and, on their obs impose jo 

Such restless revolution day by day 

Repeated, while the sedentary earth. 

That better might with far IcM compass movt^ 

Serv'd by more noble thiin herself, attains 

Her end without least motion, and receives. 

As tribute, such a sumless journey brought 

Of incorporeal speed, her warmth and light ; 

Speed, to describe whose swiftness number Ciila. 

So spake our Sire, and by his count'nance seem'd 
Ent'ring on studious thoughts abstruse, which Eve 40 
Perceiving where she sat retir'd in sight. 
With lowliness majestic from her seat. 
And grace that won who saw to wish her stay. 
Rose, and went forth among her fruits and flowers. 
To visit how tliey prosper'd in^ 
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Her nursery ; they at her coming sprung. 

And toucb'd by her fiiir tendence gladlier grew. 

Yet went she not, as not with such discourse 

Delighted, or not capable her ear 

Of what was high : such pleasure she reserv'd, 50 

Adam relating, she sole auditrese; 

Her husband the relator she preferr*d 

Before the Angel, and of him to ask 

Chose rather; he, she knew, would intermix 

Grateful digressions, and solve high dispute 

With conjugal caresses; from his lip 

Not words alone pleas'd her. O when meet now 

Such pairs in love and mutual honour join'd ? 

With goddess-like demeanour forth she went, 

Kot imattended. for on her, as queen, 60 

A pomp of winning Graces waited still. 

And from about her shot darts of desire 

Into all eyes to wish her still in sight. 

And Raphael now to Adam's doubt propos'd 

Benevolent and facile thusreply'd: 

To ask or search I blame thee not, for Heav'n 
Is as the book of God before thee set, , 
Wherein to read his wondrous works, and learn 
His seasons, hours, or days, or months, or years : 
This to attain, whether Heav'n move or £arth, 70 
Imports not, if thou reckon right; the rest 
From man or angel the great Architect 
Did wisely to conceal, and not divulge 
His secrets to be scann'd by them who ought 
Rather admire ; or if they~list to try 

Folumi II. £ 
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Conjecture, lie his- fabric of the Hei¥*ns 
Hath left to their disputes, perhaps to move 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter, when thej come to model Heav'n 
And calculate the stars, how they will wield So 

The mighty frame, how build, unbuild, contrive 
To save appearances, how gird the sphere 
With centric and eccentric scribled o'er. 
Cycle and epicycle, 'orb in orb: 
Already by thy reasoning this I guess. 
Who art to lead thy offspring, and snpposest 
That bodies bright arid greater should not serve 
The less not bright, nor Hear'n such journeys run. 
Earth sitting still, when she alone receives 
The benefit : consider first, that great 90 

Or bright infers not excellence: the earth. 
Though in comparison of Heav'n, so small. 
Nor glist*ring, may of solid good contain 
More plenty than the Sun that barren shines. 
Whose virtue on itself works no effect. 
But in the fruitful Earth; there first received 
His beams, unactive else, their vigour find. 
Yet not to Earth are those bright luminaries 
OfRcious, but to thee. Earth's habitant. 
And for the Heav'n's wide curcuit, let it speak loO 
The Maker's high magnificence, who built 
So spacious, and his line stretch'd out so far; 
That man may know he dwells 1 ot in his own ; 
An edifice too large for him to fill, 
Zo//^W y/i a small partitiop " *tc%x 
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OrdainMifomsffli to his Lord best J(90!Kt9. 

The swiftness Q|^ those circles atiril^te, - 

Though numiMFletsi- to bis onnipeteqoe^ . 

That to QorpOnal -substaBces qou\4 add • - - » 

Speed alnttostspijeiitlial ; me thou think's^not slow, i is 

Who aioce the morning hour, set mit i^rom Heav 'n , 

Where God resides,,. and ere mid-day arrived 

In Eden, dist^fyie. inexpressible. . , 

By numbers that have n^iqe. BMt t}u6 I urge« 

Admitting motipn'jn'the Heav'ps, .to.shpw 

Invalid thi^t which thee to doubt it mov'd ; . 

Not that I so affirm, though so it seem 

To thee who hast thy dwelling here pn Earth. 

God to remove his ways from human sense, 

^l%c*d Heav'n from Earth so,far, Ihataarthly ^ght, ^. 

If it presume^ nugbt err in tbingo too high, 121 

And no advantage g«in. W-hat if the sun 

Be centre to the^world, and other stars - , . 

By his attractive virtue and their own 

Incited, dance about him various rounds ? 

Their wand'ring course now high, now low, then hid. 

Progressive, retrograde, or standing still. 

In six thou aeest, and what if seventh to these 

The planet Earth, so stedfast though she seem, 

Insensibly three different motions move ? 1)0 

Which else to several spheres thou must ascribe 

Mov'd contrary with thwakt obliquities. 

Or save the Suii his labour, and that swift • 

Nocturnaland diurnal rfioinbau!B»P9V&« . 

//3F/5iMe e/5e above all Stan, th^^^\ 
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Of day and night ; which needs not tb j belief. 

If Earth industrious of herself fetch day 

Travelling east, and with her part averse 

From the sun's beam meet nighty her other part 

Still luminous by his ray. What if that li|[bt 140 

Sent from her through the wide transpicuous air. 

To the terrestrial moon be as a star 

Enlightening her by day, as she by night 

This Earth ? reciprocal, if land be there. 

Fields and inhabitants : her spots thou seest 

As clouds, and clouds may rain, and rain produce 

Fruits in her soften'd soil, for some to eat 

Allotted there; and other suns perhaps 

With their attendant moons thou wilt descry. 

Communicating male and female light, 150 

Which two great sexes animate the world, 

Stor'd in each orb perhaps with some that live. 

For such vast room in Nature unpossessed 

By living soul, desert and desolate, 

Only to i.hine, yet scarce to contribute 

Each orb a glimpse of light, convey'd so far 

Down to this habitable, which returns 

Light back to them, is obvious to dispute. 

But whether thus these things, or whether not. 

Whether the sun predominant in Heav'n ife 

Kise on the Earth, or Earth rise on the sun. 

He from the East his flaming road begin. 

Or she from West her silent course advance 

With inoffensive pace that spinning sleeps 

On her soft axle, while she paces even 



I 
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And bears thee:toft with the smooth air along. 
Solicit not thy thoughts with.matters htd. 
Leave them lo God above, . htm serve and fear ; 
Of other coeatnres, as him pleases best. 
Wherever pUc'd, let him dispose : joy 'thou 170 

In what he gives' to thee, this Paradise • • 
And thy fur Eve ; Heav'n is for thee too high 
To know what passes there; be lowly wise : 
Think only what concerns thee and thy being; • 
Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there ' 
Live, in;what state, condition, or degree. 
Contented that thus far hath been reveard 
Not of Earth only but of highest Heav'n. 

To whom thus Adam, ciear'd of doubt, reply 'd : • 
How fully hast thou satisfy'd me, pure i8o 

Intelligence of Heav'n, Angel serene. 
And freed from intricacies, taught to live 
The easiest way, nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the sweet of life, from which 
Go4 baUi bid ^well far off all anxious cares. 
And not molest us, unless we ourselves 
Seek, them with wand'ring thoughts, and notions vain. 
But apt the mind or fancy is to rove 
Uncheck'd^ and of her roving is no end ; 
Till warn'd, or by experience taught, she learn, 1 90 
That not to knoiw^ at large of things remote 
From use, obspure and subtle, but to know 
Tlvu which before us lies in-daily life, 
Is the pslme Mrisdom ; what is more, is fume 
Oremptiness> or.fondinperiineace, <' 

Fi(i 
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And renders ns in things that most concern 

Unpractis*d« unpreptr'd, and still to seek. 

Therefore from this high pitch let ns descend 

A lower flight, and speak of things at -hand 

Useful, whence haply mention may arise 200 

Of something not unseasonable to aik 

By sutferance, and thy wonted fevour deign'd. 

Thee I have heard relating what was done 

Ere my remembrance : now hear me relate 

My story, which perhaps thou hast not heard; 

And day is not yet spent; till then thou seest 

How subtly to detain thee I devise^ 

Inviting thee to hear while I relate. 

Fond, were it not in hope of thy reply: 

For while I sit with thee, I seem in Heav'n, 210 

And sweeter thy discourse is to my ear 

Than fruits of palm-tree pleasantest to thirst 

And hunger both, from labour, at the hour 

Of sweet repast ; they satiate, and soon fill 

Though pleasant, but thy words with grace divine 

Imbued, bring to their sweetness no satiety. 

To whom thus Raphael answer'd heav'nly meek : 
Kor are thy lips ungraceful. Sire of Men, 
Nor tongue ineloquent ; for God on thee 
Abundantly his gifts hath also pour'd 2ao 

Inward and outward both, his image fair: 
Speaking or mute all comeliness and grace 
Attends thee, and each word, each motion forms ; 
Nor less think we in Heav'n of thee un Earth 
Than of our fellow-aen'ant, and inquire 



Oladljr intd tlieWiqrt of Ooa'irlth Bfia : 

On man his equal love 2 atjr tlMifteibfil M j 

For I tiiat day wM «Mtat» as bdi^ * 

lloond on i'Myii^iuicoirtfa and otaeitre* ' 230 

Par on ezcunion tow'aid the'^tes of Hett ;' 

Sqnar'd to foil ligioo' (tiach coromand wa hiid) 

To ice tba^'oone thence fef lied fbrth a apy. 

Or cbeny^ while Ood was in his woilc^ 

Last ht IniMtts'd al such ehiptiqin bold, 

Dast m ctiop with creation nii|^t have mix'd. 

Hot that they dorst wlthont his leave attempt^ 

Bnt US he seiidt upon his high behests 

Porstate^ as Sovnm King, andtoittiut - 

Owpraoiptobcdienco. Fast we fcundj liNt shot 340 

The'diunal gates, and barricado'd strong; 

fi ut long ere our approaching heard within 

Koise, other than the tonnd of dance or song, 

Tonnent and fond lament, and fiirlous ragcii 

Glad we retnm'd op to the Coasts of Light 

Ere sabbaih evening : so we had In chaige. 

Bat thy relation now } for I attend; 

Pleas'd witli^lhy words no less than thoi| with mine: 

80 spalce the j^Ulct Power, and thus ^r Sire : 
•For man to'ttll how human life beg^jTi i^o 

Is hard ; for who himself begimiii^ knew ? 
Desire with thee still longer to converse 
j nduc'd me. As new wak'd finpm soundest sleep- 
Soft on the flowery htik I found me laid 
^n balmy fwaat^ whirh with hto heamtbe vuk 
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Soon dry^d, and on the reeking moisture fed. 
Strait towajfd Heav'i^ my wond'ring eyes I . tura'd. 
And gaz'd a while the ample sky, till raised 
By quick instinctive motion up I spning, 
./V| thitherward endeavouring, and upright 260 

Stood on my feet; about me round I saw 
Hill, c^le, and shady. woods, and sunny plains. 
And liquid lapse of murm'ring streams; hy these. 
Creatures that liv'd and mov'd, andwalk'd, orflew. 
Birds on the branchea warbling; all things smil'd, 
W ith fragrance and with joy my heart o'erflow'd* 
Myself I then perus'd, and limb by limb 
Survey*d, and sometimes went, and sometimes ran 
With supple joints, as lively vigour led : 
B.tf t who I was, or wbere> or from what cause, 279 
knew not ; to speak I try'd, and forthwith spa* e ; 
My tongue obey*d, and readily could name 
Whate'er I saw. Thou Sun, said I, fair light. 
And thou enlight^n'd Earth, so fresh and gay. 
Ye hills, and dales, ye rivers, woods, and plains. 
And ye that live and move, fair creatures tiill. 
Tell, if ye saw, how came I thus, how here? ' 
K<)t of myself; by some great Maker then. 
In goodness and ii^ power praeeminent : 
Tell me, how may I know him, how adore. zBi^ 

From whom I have that thus I move and live. 
And feel that I am happier than I kqow ? 
While thus I call'd, and stray'd, I knew not whither. 
From where I first drew air, and first beheld 
This happy light, when answer none ro^iu^a'd, . 
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Qi • gnKD dHbdjr tenk prtflHt 0ftio«cn 
Mlilve I sat te do«im ; tiMM gatHt Steep 
Ffnt llMnd n^ aiii with Mh «jl|i«M^ 
My dw BuJ •Mte^ tint w wb irty tlioigbyilw<%ht 
I thtnwM patting t» my iwtii iiitie '290 

laaaoalMtj andfcrtliwiiii m MiMt^t ■ . 
WlieniaMi^rit(M*at*y««Mi«1lHMi, • 
Wboteliiirardapp«ritiQtt|iailty1N»v^-- ' '' - 
MyftncyWktMvttyMliiCMn^^. < 
Andlif'd: §mHm4,'m^nmffniiiiiiikp9 6iiin9i 
And aaidj TV nmaikmwmitiPflbM^ Ataii» vltt. • 
Pirn Mm^ «CiBcn tawoaMbte wiaiii^' 
PiiatFitlm eall'dbytlMifrl-MiMFtlitf IfAlT" 
Tothc(gaiJan^BHt<;tliyW i ltp t tp a r'C 
8oijayii9, bydbehiildliiaMltftiendi'd; * 300 
And oter Mdi «ldfrai«n^"ai in air' 
Smooth slidiiig' withoiit ttcp^ last led m^ op 
A woody monmaln ;' vboso bfgli ttfp Was- plain, 
A circuit wldci inelos'd^ frith foodlicit trees 
Planted^-wlth walks^ andhowars, that wiiat I saw 
Of Earth befbmscaice pleasant seem'd. Bach tree 
Loaden with ftlrest fhiit that hung to tfa* eye 
Tempting^ atinM In me sudden appetite - 
To plnefc and eat; whereat I vrak'd and fonod 
B4^sie mine«ycs all lealf as the dreara - x'* 

Had lively ihadow'd : bese had new begun 
My wand'ring^ had not he who wae my guide 
Up hither, ftom among the trees appear'd. 
Presence di? ine. Rirjoicing^ but With aw«« 
InadontionathltAccIMI • 
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Submiss: hercar'd tqi^\ and whom thou wvght'st I 

Said mildly, author of all this thouseest CiUB| 

Above, or xound about thee, or beneath. 

This- Paradise I give thee, count it thine . 

i;o till and keep, and 9f the fruit to eat: '310 

Of every tree that io. tb€ garden grows< • 

Bat freely wif h f Ud heart ; . for here no dearth : 

But of the tree whose operatjoD bjrings 

Knowledge of good and' ijil« ' which I hvut %tt ...', 

Tl\ft jp^edge 0^ thy obedi^jBice and thy fai^tij. 

Amid ihe garden by the. jtwe^Ufe, 

Remember what I wani thee, ahjun to taste. 

And shuptlie bitter consequence : for ki^ow • 

The day thou eat'st thereof, my sole command 

Tiansgress'd, inevitably thou shalt die, .• , 330 

From that day mortal> and this happy state ^ 

Shalt lose, expell'd from hence into a world , 

Ofwoe and sorrow. Sternly he pronounc'd 

The rigid interdiction, which resounds 

Yet dreadful in mine ear, .ihough in my.choice ,. j 

No| io incur; but soon his clear aspect i \ 

Keturn'd, and gracious purpose thus renew'd: -9. 

Not only these fair bounds, but all the Earth . A 

To thee and to thy race I give ; as lords 

Possess it, and all things that therein live, . 340 j 

Or live in sea> or air, beast, fish, and fowl. . : * 

In sign yrbereof each bird and beast behold 

After their kinds; I bring them to receive 

From thee their names, and pay thee fealty 

With low subjection ; understand the same 
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Of fish within their wat'ry residence^ 

Not hither siimmon'd, since they cannot change 

Their element to draw the thinner air. 

As th<kS he spake, each bird and beast behold 

Approaching two and two, these cowring low; 350 

With blandishment, each bird stoop'd on his wing. 

I nam'd them, as they pass'd, and understood 

Their nature, with such knowledge God indued 

My sudden apprehension : but in these 

I found not what methought I wanted stiH ; 

And to the heav'niy Vision thtls presum*d: 

O by what name, for thou above all these. 
Above niahkind, or ought than mankind Iiigher, 
Surpassest far my naming, how may I 
Atiore thee, author of this universe, 360 

And all this good to man ? for whose well being 
So amply, and with hands so liberal 
Thou hast provided all things : but with me 
I see not who partakes. In solitude 
What happiness, who can enjoy alone. 
Or all enjoying, what contentment find ? 
Thus I presumptuous ; and the Vision bnghf. 
As with a smile more brighten'd, thus reply'd: 

What call'st thou Solitude ? is not the Earth 
With various living creatures, and the air 370 

Replenish'd, and all these at thy command 
To come and play before thee ? know'st thov not 
Their language and their ways ? they also know. 
And reason not contemptibly ; with these 
Find pastime, and bear mle ; thy lealm is large. 
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So spake t1ieiiiiiv«sMlX0iil, and seenM ,• 
Soord'riqg. Iwitb-imr^Qf/veccbiDiploi'd^ , 
And humble depmqtfioiiy tiMW nplj'd : - 

Let DOC my woi^.gff'^ ij^, betT^ly Ffwvr ; , 
MyMaker^ bepfDpitioii^wluleI^pe«|u. . . ., 3I0 
Hast thou not made, me bm tby lubstitutej. 
And these infintor fi^jMocslh me 4et ? .. 
Among unequals wlMttaociaty . . , 
Can sort, what hanvyoiQr^or tjruf delight f 
Which mu6tbematiial> |i« p^portion due 
Giv'n and receiv'd; bat inditprity 
The one intense, the other still reniis 
Cannot well suit with eitheiy but soon pio?e 
Tedious alike : of fellowship I spealc 
Such as I seek, fit to participate jpo 

All rational delight^ wherein the brute 
Cannot be human consort ; they rejoice 
Each with their kind, lion with lioness; ■ 
So fitly them in pairs thou hast combin'di 
Much less can bird with beast, or fish with Ibwl . 
So well converse, nor with the ox the ape; 
Worse then can man with beast, and least of alU 

Whereto th' Almighty ansvver'd not displeas'd: 
A nice and subtle happiness I see 
Thou to thyself proposest, in the choice ^90 

Of thy associates, Adam, and wilt taste 
No pleasure, though in pleasure, solitary. 
What think'st thou then of me, and this my state? 
Seem I to thee suffipiently possess*d 
Of happiness, or not ? who am alone 
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From all eternity, for none I know •■ 
Second to me or like, equal much lets. 
Who have I then with whom to hold converse 
Save with the creatures which I made, and those 
To me inferior, infinite descents ^ib 

Beneath what other creatures are to thee ? 
He ceas*d, I lowly answerM : To attain 
The heigbth and depth of thy eternal ways 
All human thoughts come^ort, Supreme of things; 
Thou in thyself art perfect, and in thee 
Is no deficietice- found : not so is man^ 
But in degree the cause uf his desire . 
By conversation with his like to help. 
Or sol lite his defects. No need that tboil 
Shouldst propagate, already infinite, ^ad 

And through all numbers absolute, though one ; 
But man by number is to manifest 
His single imperfection, and beget 
Like of his like, his inuige multiply'd, 
Jn unity defective, which requires 
Collateral love, and dearest amity. 
Thou in thy secrecy although alone. 
Best with thyself accompanied, seek'st fiot 
Social communication, yet so pleas'd, 
Canst raise thy. creature to what helglith thou wilt 430 
Of union or communion, deify'd ; 
I by conversinf!^ canftot these erect 
From ptVRflf nor in th^ir ways complacence find»> 
Thus I imbolden'd spake, and freedom us'd 
Fermisstigiv.anilacctpt«ncei0uod, which gain'd 
VolumMlL Q 



K» *mwf 


from ihp grjt 


ou* voice 


dlWO*! 


Thus far 


try iher, Aci 


-m. r wa 


.ptewU 


ii<I find Hi« knowing no 


of bejKs 




VhUhthou 


hadrighllyna 


in d. but 


of.forU. 


xprMning 


fflllhupi-ril 


ivilhia llwe frfe. 



My image, not impirieri la ihe bnut, 
\Vho5f feljowiMp therrfoTe unincel for ItcB 

Gocd rtason iva9 Ihoufrtply ahDnldi-l disUI>« 
Andbciomiiidvditill; I, rre thou spak'i^ 
Knew it not good for niaii to be alone. 
And no such company as iben ihou sawat 
Inlcnded Ibee, tbcxiul □nl/brofl|>hl. 
To see how Ihou coUld'H judgr cf fir and meet; 
What next I bring ahali please ibec. be assm'd 
Thy rifceness, ihy fit help, thy other letf. 
Thy ffuta esaclly lo Iliy bean's desire. 

He endee, or 1 hraid no more, fbr now 
My earthly by his heav'iilyEi'ecpoiver^ i 

V/hich iihad long stood under, sirain'd to ib'heigyi 
In ibal celnljul culioqn? Hiblime, 
As « ilh an objerl thai excels the len&e 
Dazzled and ) pent,-" sunl: down, and loiight repair 
Of Sleep, ■Which irataiUly lellon me, callid.' 
By Nalure a. in aid; and olos'd mine syer. 
I{Iint:eyeihe cloa'd, bui av<n '^f' 'becell < jll 

Offaiicy, my iiilerrul'ieh', bv which . j ■:, 

AbstrF<ct as j:i a Ir.ir te nwihauehl I uw, . i 

Though siMping, wl*ie I Uy, and saw (he shape-<> i 
Still glorioiK briars iltioin awake I stood; 
yi'ho tloopingapta[t aifM^tbit^ and tcok/i.-LiuM 



^Prom thence a rib, with roniial ipiriii warm, 
^And iife-blood iiKiming freih ; wide wai the wound, 
^But suddenly with flesh fill'dupaiidheBl'd; 
1^ The Tib he tonii'd nnd r^shion'd with hishandt; 
^ Under his rurming handi a creature gren- 470 

ManliVe. but diHerenl «x, to lovely fair, 
I, That whit sppiild fdr in all the worW, seem-d novf 
J Mean, of in net surnm'd up. in her conlain'd 
l. And in her loo):i, uliich from that time infui'd 
Sneetneis inia my heart, unfell before. 
And itiii) all ihings from htr air Intpir'd 
Thespi'ril of love and amorcuadelight- 
. She disappear'd, and left me dark ; 1 wak'd 
To lind her, or for ever to deplore 
Uir loss, ind other pleasures ull abjiira : ^So 

When out of hope, beholdher, notfiieair, 
Such as I saiv her In my dream, idorn'd 
With what all Earth or Heaven could beslow 
To mate her amiable: onsliecame, 
X.ed by htfr lieav'niy Maker, though unseen, 
Andgnidedbr hi« voice, nor uninfin-ni'd 
Of nuptial sanctity and marriage ri tea : 
Grace was in all her steps, Heav'n In her eye. 
In every gesture dignity and love. 
I overjoy'd could not forbear aloud ; 49a 

Thit turn bath made amendi ; tbou hasi fulfilt'd 
Ttiy urords. Creator bounteouiandjg 
CiTeroralli&mgifairt bath 
Ofalllhygifttii-Jl 
Sone o(mr bt 
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Before irie; Woman is her name, of Man 

Extracted ; for this cause he shall forego 

Father and mother^ and to* his wife adhere; 

And they shall be ope fleshj, one heart, ope soul. 

f She heard me tbuS;, and tho\igh diyinely brought, 

Tet innocence and virgin modesty , 50| 

Btr virtue and the conscience of her worth. 

That would be woo'd> and not unsought be woDj; 

Kot obvious, not obtrusive, but retir'd 

The more desirable, or to say all, 

Nature herself, tliou^h pure of sinful thought. 

Wrought in hecso, that seeing me, she turp*^; 

I follow'd ber, she what was honpuT kpc>y^ 

And with obsequious majesty approv'd 

M|[ pleaded reason; To the nuptial bo\rer. 510 

I Jed her blushing like the Morn: all Heav*n« 

And happy constellations on that hour 

Shed their select^t influence ; the Earth 

Gave sign of gratplation, and ^ach hill; 

Joyous the birds; fresh gales and gentle airs 

Wbisper'd it.to the woods, and from their wingt. 

Tlung rose, flung odours from the spicy shrub» 

Disporting till ihe amorous bird of night 

6ung spousal, and bid haste the evening star 

Op his hill top, to light the bridal lamp. 529 

Thus have I told thee all my state, and brought 

My story to the sum of earthly bliss 

Which I enjoy, and mpst confess to find 

Jn all things else delight indeed, but such 

As us d on not, wprks in the mind no ^hapge^ 



yUh PABADXSB LOST/r 7^ 

Nor vehement desire, these delicacies '■» 

I mean of taste, eight, smell, herbs, fruits, and flowers, 

"Walks, and tiie melody of birds; but here 

Far otherwise, transported 1 behold, 

Transported tt}uch ; here pasftion first | felt, f39 

Commotion strange, in all enjoyments ehe 

Superior and unmov'd, here only wes^k ^ 

Against the charm of Beauty's powerful glance. 

Or Nature faird in me, and left some part 

No t proof enough such object to sustain, . 

Or from my ^idc subducting, took perhaps 

More than enough ; at least on her bestow 'd 

Too much of ornament, in outward show 

Elaborate, of inward less exact. 

For well J understand in the prime end 540 

Of Nature her th' inferior, in the mind 

And inward faculties which most.excel, 

I noUtwanl also her resembling less 

His image who made both, and less expressing 

The character of thjt dominion given 

O'er other creatures; yet when I approach . 

ilex loveliitess, sp absolute she seem^ 

And in her»el.i complete, so well to know 

Her own, that what jshe wills to do or say 

Seems wisest, virtuousest, djscreetest, best; ^50 

Ail higher, l^now ledge in her presence ^lls 

Degraded^ Wisdom in discour^ with her 

Loses discouQtenai^c'u, aiid like Folljr bhowg; 

Authority and Reason ow her wait. 

As one intcaM'^n^^ ^^^ ^fttf m^^ 

GiiJ 
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Occasionally ; and to consummate all. 
Greatness of mind and Nobleness their seat 
Build in her loveliest, and create an awe 
About her, as a guar^ angelic ptac'd. 

.To whom the Angel with contracted brow : 
Accuse not Nature, she hath done her part ; 
Do thou but thine, and be not diftident 
Of Wisdom, she deserts thec> not, if thou 
Dismiss not her« when most thou n^ed'st h^r nigh. 
By attributing overmuch to things 
Less excellent, as thou thyself perceiv'st. 
For what admir'st thou, what transports thee so. 
An outside ? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherishing, thy honouring, and thy love. 
Not thy subjection; weigh with her thyself; 
Then value : oft-times nothing profits more 
Than self-esteem, grounded on just and right 
Well manag'd; of that skill the more thou know'st, 
Ihe more she will acknowledge thee her head. 
And to realities yield all her shows : 
Made so adorn for thy delight the more. 
So awful, that with honour thou may'st love 
Thy mate, who sees when thou art seen least wise. 
But if the sense of touch whereby mankind 
Is propagated seem such dear delight 
I^cyond all other, think the same vouchsafed 
To cattle ai'.d each beast; which would not be 
To t l^em made common and divulg'd, if ought 
Th. vt-in enjoy 'd were worthy to subdue 
'I iic soul of man, or passion in him move..- 
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What higher in her society thou fitid'st 

Attractive, human, rational, love still ; 

la loving thou dost well, in passion not. 

Wherein true love consists not; Love refines 

The thoughts, and heart enlaiges, hath his seat 590 

In rea'son, and is judicious, is the scale 

By which to heav'nly live thou may'st ascend^ 

Not sunk in carnal pleasure, for which cause 

Among the beasts no mate for thee was found. 
To whom thus hialf abash'd Adam reply'd : 

Neither her optside form'd so fair, nor ougtit 

In procreation common to atl kinds 

( Though higher of the genial Vcd by £ar. 

And with mysterious reverence I deem) 

80 much delights me, as those graceful acts^ 609 

Those thousand decencies that daily flow 

From all her words and actions mix'd with love 

And sweet compliance, which declare unfeign'd 

Union of mind, or in us both one souJ'; 

Harmony to behold in wedded pair 

More grateful than harmonious sound to th' ear. 

Yet these subject not ; I to^ thee disclose 

What inward thence'l feel, not therefore foi I'd, 

Who meet with various objects^ from the sense 

Variously representing; yet-still Tree 6,0 

Approve the best> andfolloW* wftw I approve. 

To love thou blam'st me not, for love thou say'st 

Leads up to Heav'n, is both the way and guide ; 

Bear with me then, if la\Tfu\ wh?L\ \ «isSIk.\ 

tove ndt tijtii^ay'nly .Spi*itli, ai:i^Yiow V\v<evx\<a>v^ 
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Sann hariiiK compasaed theXarth, with meditated gaile retuhis at il mill 
by flight into ParadUe, entera into the serpent aleepiny. Adam and £ve 
ki the morning tp tbrth to their labours^ which £ve proposes to divtdr iq 
aeveral places, each labouring apart: Adam conseots not* alledKiog thd 
danger, lest that eiiemyf of whunt they were forewamed, should attempc 
Iter found alone ; £ve^ loath to be thoM^ht not circutpspeft or firm ' D-iu(h, 
vrges her poinj; a^arti the n^ber dcciruut to bmIcc iriii of her atren|:ih) 
Adam at last yie.'da. T^e aerpeot finds her alone; his subtle approach^ 
first eazinrt then speakinct wi:h much flattery ext(41ing Eve above all 
QCher creatures. Eve wondering to hear the serpent speukf asks how h« 
attained to human speech and such underscanding not till now t the ser- 
pent ansM'erst that by tasting of a certain tree in the caiden he a:taiDed 
both to speech and rcaa^nt till then void nf both; Eve requires him to 
bring her to that tree^ ahd finds it t^ be the Tree of Knowledge forbldUent 
The serpent n(»w grown bolder, with many wiles and arguments inducea* 
Iter at length to eat: she,^eased with the taste^ deliberates a while whe- 
ther to impart thereof to Adam or i ot^ at last brings him of the fruity 
relates what pers adcd her to eat thereof. Adam at first amazed, but 
perceiving her lost., resolves through vehemence (jf iove to perish with her I 
and extenuating the trespass eats also of the fruit : the effects thereof ia 
them both ; they seek to co/er their nakcducssj then fall to variance and 
accusation of uce anotben 

No more of talk where God or Angel guest 
With man, as with his friend, familiar us'd 
Tb sit indulgent, and with him partake 
Rural repast, permitting him the while 
Vf nial discourse unblam'd ; I now must change 
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Thoie nottft tbti-agie ; foul ^atfiitl^. and brfuch : 
Ptoloyal on ^the.fHn of iiuui» ravoit^ . .-. 
And dlKbedirac*: :» tbe p«rtaf :He<r.'a 
Now alienated^ diitance an^ lUtiMt^aTi i ^ i 
ADSeruKi juHxfteike» •fidj«f^rii<f«$:ffv.'a, . lo 
That brought into liua world; a worid of woe^ 
Sin and her ibariow Death, mAMimy, 
Dcath'sharbiiigerMad tasky yetaigpaifttt . 
^ot leas but mofe heroic than. ih^wntji. 
Of atem A^hiJIea oh lits foe punu'd : : •- / 
Thrice ftigidv.e abput Troy wuH f. 99 ngt 

OfTttniutfor.Uiviniadiiei|^ttf'4* 

Or NeptuM|*a ii» or Juno's* ibtt,co.l<iqg , r: 

Perplex'd the Greek and i^ythena't MO.^ . 

If answerable style I can obtsittiL i . . : : . 20 

OfmycelefttiaiPatronesi, who deigns !.i: 

Her nightly visitation. unimpior^; ...:.; 

And dictaitf to nwSlumb'ring^ or Jns|^res 

Easy my unpremaditfUedTers^i. ^ .0 j;. ' 

Since first this subjlct for iieiaoie aong.i; ' 

Fleas'c^ine long 'drawing, and'begiitaiB||'kite) 

Not sedulous by-nature to indite ' 

Wars, hitb^rtb^thtfMlyaigUmettC .• . 

HeroicdtiNli1H<4Viefwiasi^ todisMpti • 

With long anddWiWM haiMocli ihbied Jsnigbtt 30 

In battles llilgiia^: the better ttmiudte ;. . . . 

Of Patieinco and hetdic Marty rdeof: 

Uiisiing ; 0ir4iHl«sciflbt rbccs and ganiea» 

Or tilling mtiiintt, Imblaxott'd ahkidtv 

Ipipresses^dalpy^ capariiw indn^ndi y. . -^ 
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Active within beyond the sense of brute. 
Thus be resolv'd, but first from inwsrd grief 
His burstiing pissidn into plaints thus poar*d: 

O Earth, how like to Heav'n, if ndt|nreferr'd 
More justly, seat worthier of gods, ju built loo 

With second thoughts, reforming whfct Wis old I 
For what God after better worse would build f 
Terrestrial Hear'n, danCd round b? other heav'na 
That shine, yet bear their bright officious lamps^ 
Light above light, fbr fhe^e alone, as seems 
In thee concentring -aU their precious beams 
Of sacred influence ! As God in- HMT*n * 
Is center, yet extends to aH, io thou' 
Centring receiv'st ftom all those orbs; in thee. 
Not in themselves, all their known virtue' appears 
Productive in herb, plant, and nobler birth iir 

Of creatures animate 'with gradual life 
Of growth, sense, raasdn, all summ'd up in man. 
With what delight could 1 have waik*d thee round^ 
If I could joy in ought, sweet interchange 
Of hill, and valley^ riv«rs, woods, and plains,' 
Now land, now sea, and' shores with forest crown 'd^ 
Rocks, deiis, and caves I but 1 in none of these 
Find place or refuge ; .and the niore I ued ■ 
Pleasures about me, so much more 1 feel . . laa 
Torment within me% as from the hateful siege 
Of conirs^ries; .all. good to me becomes. ' 
Kane, and in Heav'n much worse wouldlie my state, 
iiut neither here seek i, no -nor in iieavnfi 
Tf/ dtf'eJIj unless by mast'rtng Heav'-q'-s- Supreme ; r 
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Nor hope to be myself less miserabte 

By what I seek,- but others to make such 

As I, thouf^h thereby worse to me redound: 

For only in destroying I find ea^e 

.To my jelentless thoughts; and him destroy 'd^ tjo 

Or won to what may work his utter loss, 

For whom all this-\yas made, all this will soon 

Follow, asLto.him link'd in weal.pn wpe, 

In woe then ; that Destruction wide may range: 

To me shall be the glory so}t among 

Th' infernal powers, in one day to have marr'd 

What he Almighty stil'd, six nights and days 

Continued making, and who knows how long 

Bi^'fore had been contriving, though perhaps 

Not longer than since I in one night freed 149 

From servitude inglorious well nigh half 

Th' angelic name^ and thinner left the throng 

Of his adorers: be to be aveng'd. 

And to repair bis numbers thus impaired. 

Whether such virtue spent of old now fail'd 

More angels to create, if they at least 

Are his created, or to spite us more. 

Determined to advance into our room 

A creature form'd of earth, and him endow, 

£xalted from so base original, 150 

With heav'niy spoils, our spoils: what be decreed 

He' effected ; Man he made, and for him built 

Magnificent this «yorld, and Earth his seat. 

Him lord, pronounc'd, and, Oind\gDi\>|\ 

Subjected to his service ang«l wins^. 
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And flaminf mtnJilm In wnt¥'«ii ImMii wcij m 
Their earthly rhirgi nflhui thi ^jilaiHt n In < 
I dread, and to«lfMlij:tbtta wnpftefliMii^fiorit Jj 
Of midnight vaponrglntedlMfcVM^vMilqfBli^rfna^ 
Id every biMh moA Arftl% wta«il«|^MBlig^;flai tin i 
The serpent flMJptogi iolMwM iqnyfiMlof 06^- 
To hide me, and'tte dulB tHMiif'lMli^fl :im)ri w 
O foul descenrt tfmtli»htt<iH^iilMHn|iA .i^oV 
With gods to aktlMflilgfcrMi/anlttiiir MwMM 
Into a beast, andyiteni with fmhgk tl Wtj) [ ^g ^m 
This eneiice tvioctmite and fanbivligMi v'n "si^rri*' 
Thattotbeha|ghih«IDeity<atpirNlll;»i-> -'• ^': ^l 
But wh9yt will not Ambition dnd RffveAg* u-*- t. .' 
Descend to ?> wiio asjrfrtfs mwt down atlM^ > 
As high he •etir'd, •bnoRloos fint or laat 
To basest things. Re? enge, at Urtf ^tftoti^fifMl 
Bitter eie long back on itself 4«te6ilt; ' ' : : i ' • - n .. 
Let it; I reck not, so ft light wdl ilnPi^^'^-' 
Since higher I iiiU>hort;on Mih^«Hi» JHHfti'^ 
Provokes my envy, this new fiiiomtte' ' - ; "" 
Of Heav'n, this into of clay. Son of iMj^ll^ '■ 
Whom^usthe mori fo spite, his Mftd^viteM"*' 
From dust : spitie then lArith spite fslNM Ve^Miid. 
So saying, thhragh each thicket Hani: or dry* 
Like a black mist low crying, he lield dh * ' ' 
His midnight sebtth, where soonest he might fiad 
The serpent.* him fast sleepiiig Soon he Ibmid'- 
Jn labyrinth of many a round self-Miri, 

Bis head themi44V,tf«\\>&vcie^Hi\\>i%*|K^iif8«M! 
Not yet in horrid aVinAe 01 «:\«iw^'««iv 
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Nor nocent yet, but on the grassy herb 

Fearless unfear'd he slept : in at his mouth 

The Devil entered, and bis brutal sense, . i 

In heart or bead, pi^ssc-^sing, soon inspir*d 

With act intelligential ; but his sleep 190 

Disturbed not, waiting close th' approach of Morn. 

Now when as sacred light began to dawn 

In Eden on the humid flowers, that breath'd 

Their morning incense, when all things that breathe^ 

From th' Earth's great altar send up silent praise 

To the Cfeator, and his nostrils fill 

With grateful smell/.forth came the Human pair. 

And join'd tbeir vocal worship to the quire 

Of ct-eatures wanting voice; that done, partake 

The season, prime for sweetest scenu and airs: 299 

Then commune how that dayihey beftt.may ply 

Their groiving work : for much their work outgrew ^ 

The hands' di>:patch of two gard'ning. so wide. 

And Eve iirtt.to her husband thus bega(i) ; 

Adam, well may we labour stiU (o.dress. 
This garden, still to tend plant,. herb, aD.d i^oweTj 
Our pleasant task injoin'xl ; but till nii^re hands 
Aid us, the woik under our labour.grow^ 
Luxurious by restraint ; what ;We by. day 
Lop overgrown, or ^nine, or cEofiy 4}r:bi4)d, 2JP 

One night or two. with wanton gcawthifierides 
Tending to wild.. .Thuu.th£ref«krej)0w.4dv.ise, 
Or bear what to my mind first. tbovghtf: present; 
Let us divide our. labours, thou .who^ .c!t)ovc« 
JLe^ds thee, onvhere most needs, jV*V\«\Vk«.\ v<> ^'v^^ . 





The woodbine tmiHi Ms jutma, at rfjrect 
The clMpint-irr where to cUnbi while 1, 
In yonder ifiriBffof n»& InLermix'd 
Wiib rnjiHe, SndvbBt (oiedressiiJInaon; 
Foe while ao new each oiher Hius ill day 
OuTtMk wechuee, whu wonder ir so tiekr 
Looks interrene andsmileft, orobjeci new 
CasiuJ diMoutse draw un, which inteiniiuii -* 
Ourda;'! wcik broughi to lliUe, Itioughte * 
£arlf , and Ih' hour of luippet comet Bve^if 

To wiMin n"l<< >n 
Sole Eve, tSGociite iole, i. 
Compare ibe-ve all living ciraiureitUu^ 
Well h«ft IbBu motian'd, well thjr tl 
How we tnifht ben folfii the work wliick ta 
God halh Hdga'd ut, nororma diall]^aaB. j. 
Unptai«'d : kn noihing lovelier can be finind 
In woman, Itian'lo fxoiy boaiehold gapi. 
And good wirks in her huibiuid lo promoM. 
Yet not »oUtict1yhaIh our Lord impos'd. . . 

BefreshMenl, whether food, oi lallc betweM, . 
Facd of Ihe mind, or 1hi< EWCel intenbune . . 
or took$ and amilel, for tmile^ trom reason ^flMe, 
To brute defly'd, aiii arc of kive the food, 
Lovenol the lo*e>l end of human lilii. ' 
For not lo irksome toil, but lo delight "' r, . 
Heinadeai.aadilell^hltDrftaioniolii'd. - - 
These paths and boiveri douitt not but our Joint kl 
Will keep from wrtdwiie*»itvftn«>«,»»»''*»; - 
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At we need walk, till younger hands ere Ion; 

A&si&t us : but if much converse perhaps 

Thee satiate, to short absence I could yield : 

For solitude sometimes is best society, 

And short retirement urges sweet return. 250 

But other doubt possesses roe, lest harm 

Befal thee sever'd from me ; for thou know'st 

"What hath been warn'd us, what malicious foe 

Envying our happiness, and of his own 

Despairing, seeks to work us woe and shame 

By sly assault ; and some where nigh nt hand 

Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find 

His wish and best advantage, us asunder. 

Hopeless to cicumvent us join'd, where each 

To other speedy aid might lend at need ; 260 

Whether his first design be to withdraw 

Our fealty from God, or to disturb 

Conjugal love, than which perhaps no bliss 

Enjoy'd by us excites his envy more; 

Or this, or worse, leave not the faithfiil side 

That gave thee be*ing, still shades thee, and protects. 

The wife, where danger or dishonour lurks. 

Safest and seemliest by her husband stays. 

Who guaflrds bet, or with her the worst endures. 

To whom the virgin majesty of E\-e, 270 

As one who loves, and some unkindness meets. 
With sweet austere composure thus reply'd : 

Ofispringof Heav'nandBarth^ and ail Earth's lord^ 
That such an enemy we hive, vf\u) c««Vs 
Our rain, both by thee iufornVd 1 \«^t\\. 
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And from the parting angel over-heard, ; 

As in a shady nook I stood behind^ 

Just then returned at shut of evening flowers. . 

But that thou shouidst my firmuess therefore doubt 

To God or thee, because we have a fo« ate 

May tempt it, I expected not to hear. . 

His violence thou fe^r'st not, being skich . 

As we, not capable of death or pain. 

Can either not receive, or can repet. . ■ . 

His fraud is then thy fear, which plain infers 

Thy equal fear that my firm faith and love 

Can by his fraud be shaken or seduc'd ; fhrfast. 

Thoughts, which how found they harbour in thy 

Adam, mis-thought of her to thee so dskr .?. 

To whom witii healing words Adamreply'd; 290 
Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve, 
For such thou art, from sin and blame entire: 
Not diffideiit of thee do I dissuade 
Thy absence from my sight, but to avoid 
Th* attempt itself, intended by our foe. 
For he who tempts, though in vain, at least asperses 
The tempted with dishonour foul, suppos'd 
Not incorruptible of faith, not proof 
Against temptation : thou thyself with spom 
And anger wouldst resent the oifer'd wrong, 30m 

Thoagh ineffectual found: misdeem not tbeHf 
If such affront I labour to avert 
From thee alone, which on us both at once 
The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare. 
Or doling, fir>t on me th' assault shall light. 



Kor thou liisiiimAieeaiMi frtoe ^Ife iioMitihii ; 
Sdbtlt be necJBft^BflMt be, who- could stduce 
•i^ngelt; nor tfiMk sa^erflAMt otbert akl» 
I from 4he influence of thjlo^lii iBeedive • 
Access in efery Wrt^; iii tbj eight jro 

More wise, more intdhM, Mr0B|er; If need were - 
Of outward ttrnigth; wUW sbtme, tlkon looking on» 
Shame to beofie t t oro ^ olr'6im''r6aohM ' ' 
Would utmost' vigonr njse, and nus*d ttniie; 
Why shoulffct^hbt'tb^ii Iftes^se within thee feel 
When I am present, ind thf trial ehuse 
With me, best witness of thy virtoe tiy'd ? 

So spake dRoknestlc Adam in his care 
And matrihidiiiiillove; but Bto, whathiMight 
Less attrib&tM to het faitfa sincere, 320 

Thus her reptf With accent sW^t' renewed : 

If this be oiir cotidition, thus to dwell 
In narrow cirbnit straiten'd by a ffDe, 
Subtle or violeift, we not Indued 
Single with like defence, wherertsr met, 
How are we happy, still in fearof hartn? 
But harm precedes not sin : only tfnr foe 
Tempting stflVonts us with his foul esteem 
Of our integrity: his foul esteem 
Sticks no dishonour on our front, but turns $10 

Foul on himself; then wherefore shunn'd or fear'd 
By us ? who'ratlier double honour gain 
From his surmise prov'd fislse, find peace within. 
Favour from Heav'tt, our witness from 1^' «n^nw 
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btion then, which to avoid 
nd most likely if from me 
: trial will come unsought, 
ij^ove thy constancy, approve 
jnce ; th* other who can know, 
3 attenvpterf, who attest? 
ik, trial unsought may find 370 

'than thus warn*d thou seem'st, 
y, not free, absents thee more ; 
t innocence, rely 
last of vinue, sumnrmn all, 
rds thee hath done his part, do thine. 
Patriarch of m:inkind; but Eve 
ubmiss, though last, reply'd . 
'mission then, and thus forewarn'd 
tthy own last reasoning words - 
(hat our trial, when least sought, 380 
h perhaps far less prepar'd, 
go, nor much expect 
will first the weaker seek ; 
}re shall shame him his repulse, 
from her husband's hand her hand 
ew-i and like a Wood-nymph light,- 
l^or of Delia's train, 
he groves, but Delia's self 
'd, and goddects-like deport, 
she with bow and quiver arm'd 399 
^a:d'ning tools as arc yet rude, 
', had form'd, or AngeU b5:<^^^^^• 
MDonai thus.sido\i\'d. 
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And what folU1]^ Uif^^rikftab-niMMyfldl^irl nulj :. ^ 
Atone, witlioiitexteiioc-H«lp.JR»tebi^4lt>..i j.l :<! .\.'< 
Let us not then suspect fm^K •tWt^ > ..i : ihfiu \ 
Left so Imperfect bj i^ ftt*)kfftWi«i,^:. :- ,1, „,^..,^_ . 
As not secure to siiq|le^.c(ffii,U#;^,. .,,^,, .n^^v. A 
Frail is our imip|iie»,.ICth^kf^«Q» .j.j.;. .,:i„,T||» 
And £den wem Dp ]Sdco Mnfr^xpnfcf^.-.* , * ^u•^Tw^i \''> 
To whom thus A449Anmmtly lypfy^l or \.r.' .,1- 
O WomaQ, b<n Aiqe.«<lit^i4i^ aK tl«/^RUI'iv/ !<':io V 
Of God ordain'd tlij»»ftrki»onM^to^d.r.M><f* iJ > 
Nothing imperfect or?dcfloif«tilrft .. n . .n.. l i,h{ ,7 
Of all that he created, aiucbie«|.mit^ ;. ..: ^,,[. /..-.y 
Or ought that rai^ht his.happ]r,staKi.fecmt#. ;^r . ,., 
Secure from outward force ; ; withip ;biff|fe|fj ...\i.,,\ 
The danger lies, yet lies within hll pp^ffiAi ,:;..; . r 
Against his will hft caa.r$GeiTe npbafi^ ^; ,,^f , JJP 
But God left free the will^ for wMat obejry ' ^:h.i t : 
Reason is free, and Reason be made.rjglit, r^nr.:: ' 
But bid her well bewtre« and still ersct-t 
Lest by some £ur appearing gopd surprix'd •• 
She dictate false, .aXtfl.njisiqform the will •/;... ..< : 
To do what God expre^y bath foibifj^-; 
Not then mistrust^ but tender lore injfMMit - 
That I should mind thee oft, and mind tbou m%\ ■ ^ 
Pirm we subsist, y^t possible to swerve^* ..*.*, 
Since reason not impossibly may meet ^ 

Some specious object by the foe subora'd* . ., ' 
>!/;(/ /k// into deception uiULwace^ [ 

No: keeping strictest watch, a% ^!he ^^Jl^imt^ 
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8itk not Uiil|iif Rrn Umi^Rrtifeti' to «foM 
W«ft better, aikl^ most tikeljr trfroftf me 
Thou Mver not : tHil'will cbtne nmnOfigtat; 
VouMtt tii MflW i ui t tb^ebttstiney, Mppmve 
Tint thy obcdiari^e ; 4i> efheir who tan Itnow, 
Not tMing tbev Mteufptetf, who' sitest? 
Bkit if thou think, irial uukwght ttMy 'flnd 370' 

XJe both secureHRin thus watnM ihon see n1*8t. 
Go ; fijr thy trayi Mot fm, ibferittf thee more ; 
Go in thy natitnlttnoeenee, rely- 
On wh«c SM 4Mit of vlnne^ eumrfron all. 
For God tow^artfsthee hath done his ^rf, do thine. 

So tpalce the f^aVHlEireh of mankind ; 1>i!tt E?e 
Penisted,*yor inkmlwi, thooff h- last, reply *d . 

WMVikyiiyemifMibn' then,'-«irid thus forewam'd 
Chiefly by whi^thy-own last^redsbninj^ words - 
Toiich'd only/^fhift oui^ trial, when least sought, 380 
May find us b«4ii'^rhaps fiii^^ess pl«par*d, ' 
The wiUfci^ Ijgo, nor mueh expect 
A foe so pMlMl will first the Weiklier ictk ; 
So benii'ikditOreahali' shame him his repulse. 

Thus saying, jfMs her husband's hand her hand 
Soft she wjibdyevis-and like a Wood-^nymph light. 
Oread or Doyad,-or of Delia's train, - 
Betoolc her to the groves, but Delia's self 
In gate surpassed, and goddeas^likexleport, ' 
Though not as stie with bow and quiTer arm'd 399 
But with such ga:d'ning tools as art yet rude, 
Guiltless of fire, had forni'd, or Angels bvcu^X. 
To Pales, or Ponoooa, thus adurn*d. 
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Likest she scem'd, Pomona when sheSccI 

Vertumntis, or to Ceres in her prime. 

Yet virgin of Proserpina from Jove. 

Her long with ardent look his eye piarsOi'di 

Delighted, but .desiring more her stay. 

Oft he to her his charge of quick return 

Kepeated, she to him as oft engag'd 400 

To be return'd by noon amid the bower» 

And all things in best order to invite 

Noon-tide repast, or afternoon's repose 

O much deceiv*d, much failing> luplfSB £v«» 

Of thy presum'd return I event perverse I . 

Thou never from that hour in Paradise . 

Found'st either sweet repast or sound repose : 

Such ambush hid among sweet flowers and ibadet 

Wailed with hellish rancour imminent 

To intercept thy way, or send thee back. 419 

Despoil'd of innocence, of faith, of bliss* 

For now, and since first break of dawn, -the Fiend, 

Mere serpent in appearance, forth was come, 

And on his quest, where likeliest he might.£nd 

The only two of mankind, but in them 

The whole included I'ace, his purpos'd prey. 

In bower and field he sought, where any tuft 

Of grove or garden-plot more pleasant lay. 

Their tendence or plantation for delight ; 

By fountain or by shady rivulet 4S0 

He sought them both, but wisb'd his hap might find 

Eve separate, he wish'd, but not with hope 

Of what so seldom chanc'd, when to his wish. 
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Beyond his hope. Eve separate he spies, 

Veil'd in a cloud of fragrance, where she stood. 

Half spy 'd, sa thick the roses blushing round 

About her glow'd, oft stooping tp support 

Eath flower of slender stalk, whose head though gay 

Carnation, purple', azure, or speck'd with gold. 

Hung drooping unsustain'd ; them she upstays 430. 

Gently with myrtle band, mindless the while 

Herself, though fairest unsupported flower. 

From her best prop so far, and storm so nigh. 

Nearer he drew, and many a walk traversed 

Of stateliest covert, cedar, pine, or palm. 

Then voluble and bold, now hid, now seen 

Among thick-woven arborets and flowers 

Imborder'd on each bank, the hand of Eve: 

Spot more delicious than those gardens feign *d. 

Or of reviv'd Adonis, or renown'd 4^0 

Alcinous, host of old Laertes' son. 

Or that, not mystic, where the sapient king 

Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian spouse. 

Much he the place admir'd, the person more. 

As one who long in populous city pent. 

Where houses thick and sewers annoy the air, 

Forth issuing on a summer's mom to breathe 

Among the pleasant villages and farms 

Adjoin'd, from each thing met conceives delight. 

The smell of grain, or tedded grass, or kine, 459 

Or dafry*, each rural sight, each rural soULwds 

IfchMce with nymph*Uk« ue^ l^vi V\v^tv^%v> 

What phasing seem'd, Cos bet nftvi. vN*>s,^*^^^* 
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She most, and in her look sums all delight : 
Such pleasure took the serpent to behold 
This flowery pl.it, the swrect recess of Eve 
Thus early, thus alone ; her heav'iily form 
Angelic, but more soft and feminine. 
Her graceful innocence, her every air 
Of gesture or least' action overaw'd 4<0 

His malice, and with rapine sweet bereav*d 
Ilis.fierceness of the fierce intent it brought: 
That space the Evil-one abstracted stood 
From his own ev'il, and for the time remain'd 
Stupidly good, of enmity disarm'd, 
Of guile, of hate, of envy, of revenge; 
But the hot hell that alw ays in him bums. 
Though in mid Heav*n, soon ended his delight. 
And tortures him now more, the more he sees 
Of pleasure not for him ordain'd : then soon 470* 

Fierce hate he rctollects, and all his thoughts 
Of mischief, gratulati. g, thus excites : [[sweet 

Thoughts, whither have ye led me? with what 
Compulsion thus transported to forget 
What hither brought us! hate, not love, nor hope 
Of Paradise for Hell, hope here to taste 
Cf pleasure, but all pleasure to destroy. 
Save what is in destroying; other joy 
To me is lost. Then let me not let pass 
Occasion which now smiles; behold alone 48Q 

The Woman, opportune to all attempts. 
Her husband, for I view far round, not nigh, 
WJjose higher intcilectual more I shun, •■ 
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And 8trength> of courage haughty, and of limb 

Heroic built, though of terrestrial mould. 

Foe not informidable, exempt from wound, 

I not ; 80 much bath Hell deba8*d, and pain 

Infeebled me, to what I was in Heav'n. 

She fair, divinely fair, fit love for god9> 

Not terrible, though terror be in love 494 

And beauty, not approach'd by stronger hate. 

Hate stronger, under show of love well fei^n'd. 

The way which to her ruin nOw I tend. 

So spake the enemy of mankind, inclos'd 
In serpent, inmate bad, and toward Eve 
Address*d his way, not with Indented wave. 
Prone on the ground, as since, but on his rear. 
Circular base of rising folds, that tower'd 
Fold above fold a surging maze his head 

. Crested aloft, and carbuncle his eyes ; 50* 

With burnish'd neck of verdant gold, erect 
Amidst his circlmg spires, that on the grass 
Floted redundant : pleasing was his shap« 
And lovely ; never since of serpent kind 
Lovelier, not those that in Illyria chaag'd 
Hermione and Cadmus, or the god 
In Epidaurus ; nor to which transformed 
Ammonian Jove, or Capitolinc was seen. 
He with Olympias, this with her who bore 
Scipio the heighth of Rome. With tract oblique 5:e 
At first, as one who sought access, but fear'd ■ 
To i nterrupt, side-1 ong he w otV% \us vivj . • 

As when 4 $hip by skt\fuV i\etx«?Eaaxv viva*'^^^ 
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Nigh river's mouth or fereland^ *ivhei« tilPlltM "^ ' 
Veers oft, as oft so 8te#r9, and •kifls lier Mi^t ' • 
So varied he, and of hit: tdrmomHialn i i« « - : 
Curl'd many a wanton wrMth in tight- wtBmt^' i ' 
To lure her eye; sht butiedl keai the ^ooimI'^ > ■ 
Of rustling loave^ bat minded Ufk, at «a^d . 
To such disport btfore her thr»u|jli:llw^U^ = -flo 
From every beaat, more duteoui i|t bercalJ, ■■". 
Than at Circean call the herd diffuia*d« -: > . • 

He bolder now, nncaU'd before her itoody .; . 

But as in gaae adoiuring: oft be bow'4';> .- .. 
His turret cresty and ileekenaioel'flne^ .. n 
Fawning, and lick'd the growid wbtieqo Mietnik 
His gentre dumb expiesskm tnxiiHlAft IpOttbi i 
The eye of Eve to maifc his play ; beiledLfi i ' 
Of her attention'gttin'dy with lerpeat ftMlfn* h 
'.Organic, or impulse of Vocal air, ■• . ,• jj^ 

His fraudulent temptation thus h^an: . . ' 

Wonder not, sovran Mistreas, if perhaps * 
Thou canst, who art sole wonder ; muciiiete am . 
Thy looks, the heav'ii of mildneis, with diWajay . 
Displeas'd that I approach thee thiM««iid:guii 
Insatiate, I thus sii^le^ nor have fieafd >. 
Thy awful brow, taoie awAil thus retir'tf. ... 
Fairest resemblance of thy Maker, ftur, . - ,^;> .... 
Thee all things living gaae on, all things llilat 
By gift, and thy celestial beauty' adore 140 

With ravishment beheld, there best beheld 
Where universally admif d*, Wl)bAt% 
Jj) this iiiciosurr wiVd, tht»«b«iA!V& w«H^ 
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Beholders rude, and shallow to discern 

Half what in thee is fair, one man except. 

Who sees thee? (and what is one?) who shouldst 

A goddess among gods, ador'd and serv'd [[be seen 

By angels numberless, thy daily train. 

So gloz*d the Tempter, and his proem tun'd; 
Into the heart of Eve his words made way, 55* 

Though at the voice much marvelling ; at length 
Not unamaz'd she thus in answer spake : / 
What may this mean ? language of man pronounced 
By tongue of brute, and human sense express'd ? 
The first at least of these I thought deny'd 
To beasts, whom God on their creation*day 
Created mute to all articulate sound ; 
The latter I demur, for in their looks 
Much rea'son, and in their actions oft appears. 
Thee, Serpent, subtlest beast of all the field 560 

I knew, but not with human voice indued; 
Redouble then this miracle, and say, 
How cam'st thou speakable of mute, and how 
To me so friendly grown above the rest 
Of brutal kind, that daily are in sight ? 
Say, for such wonder claims attention due ? 

To whom the guileful Tempter thusreply'd: 
Empress of this fair world, resplendent £ve^ 
Easy to me it is to tell thee all 569 

What thoti command'st, and right thou bbouldst be 
I was at first as other beasts that graze [obey'd : 

The trodden herb, of ab.ecl lho>i^\vv% wA\w? ^ 
^ T • - - -»9d : por ouritt \»>3A fe<i^ ^xt'^^xv: ^ 
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Or sex, and apprehended nothing high: 

Till on a day poving the field, I chanc'd 

A goodly tree far distant to behold 

Leaden with fruit of fairest colours mix'd^ 

Ruddy and gold : I nearer drew to gaae ; 

When from the boughs a savory odour blown, 

iCrateful to appetite, more pleas 'd my sense jte 

Then smell of sweetest fennel, or the teats 

Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at even, 

Unsuck'd of iamb or kid, that tend their pl^. 

To satisfy the sharp desire I had 

Of tasting those hiir apples, I resolv'd 

Not to defer ; .hunger and thirst at once. 

Powerful persuaders, quicken at the scent 

Of that alluring fruit, urg'd me so keen. 

About the mossy trunk I wound ine soon. 

For high from ground the branches would require 599 

Thy utmost reach or AcUni's : round the tree 

All other beasts that saw, with like desire 

Ijonging and envying stood, but could not reach 

Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung 

Tempting so nigh, to pluck and cat my Hll- 

J spar'd not, for such pleasure till that hour 

At feed or fountain never had I found. 

Saied at length, ere long I might perceive 

^>t^ange alteration in ine, to degree 

Of reason in tny inward powers, and speech 690 

Wanted not long, though to this shape retain'd. 

Thencelorth to sj)ecuIations l\igh or deep 

I turn'd my tiiuugbts, and with capacious mind 
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CoiiMdR^i all thing! viiiblt'iii^eayViif 

Or Earth, or middle, all thifvyMrand good; . 

But ail that fair and good in -tlqr divine 

Semblance^ and in thy beauty's haav^yiay 

United J beheld; nqfairtarihine - • 

Equivalent or second, whieh«oiiipetrd 

Me thus, though importune p^rfaaps, to cotne 610 

And gaiOy^ancl worship thee of right deelar'd 

Sovran of creatures, universal dame* 

So talk'd the spirited sly cnake ; and Eve 
Yet moi-e amaa*d unwary thus replyki: 
Serpent, thy overpraising leaves in-doubt 
The virtue of that fruit, in thee Brst prov*d: 
But say, where grows the tree, from hence bow far ? 
For many are the trees of God that grow 
In Parddise, and various, yet unknown 
To us, in such abundance lies our choice, - 6ao 

As leaves: a greater store of fruit uniouch'd. 
Still hanging incorruptible,- till men: . 
Grow up to their provision, and more hands 
Hel|. to disburden Nature of her bhth. 

To whom the wily adder, blithe andglad: 
Empress, the way is ready, and not long, 
Beyond a row of myrtles, on a flat, 
Fast by a fountain, one small thicket past 
Of blowing myrrh and balm; if thbu accept 
My conduct, I can briugihee thither soon. 6^0 

Lead then, said Eve, He leading swiftly roH'd 
In tangles, and made intricate seem strait^ 
To miscliiet. swift, iiope elevates, aM^o^ 



104 FA.BADUE LOST. Bfioi IX, 

Brightens his crest. As when a wand' ring fire. 

Compact of nnctuons vapour, which the night 

Condenses, and the cold environs round. 

Kindled through agitation to a flame, 

Which oft, they say, some evil Spi'rit attends. 

Hovering and blazing with delusive light. 

Misleads th' amaz*d night-wand'rer from his way ^0 

To bogs and mires, and oft through pond or pool^ 

There swallow'd up and lost, from succour far : 

So glister*d the dire snake, and into fraud 

Led Eve, our credulous mother, to the tree 

Of prohibition, root of all our woe ; 

Which when she saw, thus to her guide she spnke : 

Serpent, we might have spar'd our coming hither^ . 
Fruitless to me, though fruit be here to' excess. 
The credit of whose virtue rest with thee. 
Wondrous indeed, if cause of such effect5. 65* 

But of this tree we may not taste nor touch; 
God so commanded, and left that command 
Sole daughter of his voice; the rest, we live 
Law to ourselves, our reason is our law. 
' To whom the Tempter guilefully replied : 
Indeed ! hah God then said that of the fruit 
Of all these garden trees ye sh|al} not cat« 
Yet lords declar'd of all in earth or air i 

To whom thus Eve yet sinless : Of the fruit 
Of each tree in the garden we may eat, 660 

But of the fruit of this fair tree amidst 
The garden, God hath said. Ye shall not eat 
Thereof, nor shall ye touch it^ lest ye die«. . . . 



iiht Ksccehad «aid, tbongh brief, wlicn now moie 
The T«npi»r, bill wiih show of leaJ flDi iova £liold 
1'fi mm, aiid indigiution al hi> wrong, 
'Keiv pdil pad on, and m la pveioa niov'd, 
I Flucluatesdiilurb'd, yet comely Had In act 
\ Eais'd, atgfiomegiealniaUertobegm. 
■A( when of old Borne uralor leoowu'd 67a 

III Alhnn or free Borne, where eloqoenie 
Flourisb'il, tince muie, losome great cause iiddrtss'd 
Stood ill hiniMlf culleclrd, ivbilc euch purl. 
Motion, each *ct won audieoce ere the loiigue, 
Son^etimesin lieighih beg .11, as lu delay . ,:i 

Of prel'ace bnieliing through hii- icbI of right;' . '/ 
So tiaiiiling, moving, or lo Heigih up gioirn, 1 ii Y 
The Temptei alUmpansiDU'd Ihiube^da: . ivi|f( 
O (aciiKl, wbe, and wiadoiD-giving ^dIj. .„,X 
-Mother of sBi«nce,iww I feel Ihy pcn«r ' i.-.4>» 

■Within me clear, not only lodisceWi ■■.■-.'3I 

Things in their cauu^, but to inre the wayi' .!■ I 
Of highest agents, deent'd however ivi». - a^ 

Queen of Ihis Universe, do iwl bellct e uK 

Those rlfld threats of de*lb; )e ahall not diu "U 
How thouldyoy ? by thefruiii''itgi»eiyou!WitiiA 
To knowledge ; by the Thnti'ner r look on tne; > A 
Me who have touoh'd and lasted, yet both liv«; 1 
And life itioia perftct have attaint than Fate 
Meant me, tiy veni'nng higher llian my lot, 6^ 

SUM 1I141 be t^ui to man, which to the beast 
Is open t 01 will God inaaatte hii'ire 
For luct) 3 fttty uupatt, and luA vv%\w 
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Hailirr your dauntless t'irtue, whom the pain 
or death denouiic'd, whatever thing death be, 
Deterr'd not from achieving what might lead 
To h:ippier life, knowledge of good and evil; 
Of good, how just? of evil, if what is evil 
he red), why not known, since easier shunn'd? 
(rod therefore cannot hurt you, and be just; 
Not just, not God ; not fear'd then, nor obey'd: 
Your fear itself of death removes the fear. 
AVhy then was this forbid ? why but to awe. 
Why but to keep ye low and ignorant* 
His worshippers ; he knows that in tlic day 
Ye eat thereof, your eyes that seem so clear. 
Yet are but dim, shall perfectly be then 
Opcn'd and clear'd, and ye shall be as gods. 
Knowing both good aiul evil as they know. 

. Tiiat ye shall be as gods, since I as man. 
Interna! man, ii but proportion meet ; 
I of brute human, ye of human gods. 
So yc shall die perhaps, by putting ofT 
Human to put on gods; death to be wish*d, 
I'ho' threat'n'd, which no worse than this can brir 
And what are gods that man may not become 
A -5 they, participating god-like food? 
Tiir gods are fi st, and that advantage use 
On our belief, that all from them proceeds; 
I question it, for this fair earth I see, 
Warm'd by the sun, producing every kind. 
Them nothing : \t'\\\ey iV\ \.Vv\w^%,\nV»o vwclos'd 

Knc \v/c(i^e of good and tvW vvv \\C\a u«ft^ 
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That whoso tats thereof, forthwith attains 
Wisdom without their leave ? and wherein lies 
Th' offence, that man should thus attain to know ? 
What can your knowledge hurt him, or this tree 
Impart against his will if all be his? 
Or is it envy, and can envy dwell 
In heav'nly breasts ? these, these and many more 730 
Causes import your need of this fair fruit. 
Goddess humane, reach then; and freely taste. 

He ended) and his words replete with guile 
Into hes heart too easy entrance won : 
Fix'd on the fruit she gaz'd, which to behold 
Might tempt alone, and in her ears the sound 
Yet rung of his persuasive words, impregn'd 
With reason, to her seeming, and with truth; 
Meanwhile the hour of noon drew on, and wak'd 
An eager appetite, rais'd by the smell 740 

So Savory of that fruit, which with desire. 
Inclinable now grown to touch or taste. 
Solicited her longing eye ; yet first 
Pausing a while, thus to herself she mus'd : 

Great are thy virtues, doubtless, best of fruits. 
Though kept from man, and worthy to be adniir'd^ 
Whose taste, too long forborn, at first ass^y 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for speech to spea]( thy praise; 
Thy praise he also who forbids thy use, .750 

Conceals not from us, naming thee the Tree 
Of Knowledge^ knowledge both of good ?Lwd ch>\\ 
fprbiils us: then. to tastp, but hi* foiViiOAmtj, 
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|:| Commends the^ more^ while it infers the good 

By thee communicated^ and oor want: 
For ^ood unknown, sure is not had, or bad 
And yet unknown, is as not bad at all. 
18' In plain, then, what forbids he but to know, 

j|||; Forbids us good, forbids us to be. wise ? 

Such prohibitions bind not. But if death 
Binds us with after-bands, what profits Jtben 
Our inward freedom ? In the day we eat 
Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we shall die I 
How dies the serpent ? he bath eat'n and liirei 
And knows, and speaks, and reasons, and disc 
Irrational till then. For us alone 
Was death invented ? or to us denyed 
This intellectual food, for beasts reserved ? 
For beasts it seems : yet that one beast which 
Hath tasted, envies not, but brings with joy . 
The good befall'n him, author unsuspect. 
Friendly to man, for from deceit or guile. 
What fear I then, rather what know to fear 
Under this ignorance of good and evil. 
Of God or death, of law or penalty ? 
Here grows the cure of all, this fruit divinr. 
Fair to the eye. Inviting to the taste, 
:' : Of virtue to make wise : what hinders then 

To ^Qch, and feed at once both body' and min 

8*0 saying, her rash hand in evil hour 
Forth reaching to the fruit, she pluck'd, she ea 
Earth felt the wound, and Nature from her sei 
Sighing through all her works, gave signs of w 
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Thai all was lo)t. Back to the ihicL-el slunk 

Ttieguilty serpent, and well might, for Eve, 

Intent now wholly on her laste, nought else 

Regarded, Buch delight till then, as seem'd, , 

In fruit sht never tasted, whether troe 

Or fdncy'd so, through expeclalion high 

or knowledge, nor was Godhead from her thought. 793 

Greedily she ingorg'd without reslraint. 

And l^new tiol eating deaib : -E>tiale at length. 

And highten'd as with nine, jocund and boon. 

Thus to herself she pleasingly began : 

O sovran, virluoue, precious of all trees 
In Paradise, of operation bless'd 
To sapience, hitherto obacut'd, infam'd. 
And ihy fair fruit lei hang, as to no end 
Created; but henceforth my early care. 
Not ivirhout song, eich morning and due praise, Soa 
Shall tend ihee. and the fertile burden ease 
Of thy lull branches oiTer'd free to all ; 
Till dieted by ihee I grow nnlure 
In knowledge, as tlie gods who all things know; 
Though others envy wlial Ihey cannot give ; 
For had ihe gift been theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience, next to th« I owe, 
[>t following thee, I h: 
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>f ay have diverted from continual watch 

Our great Forbjdder, safe with all his spies 

About him. But to Adam in what sort 

t^hall I appear i shall I to him make known 

As yet my change, and give him to partake 

Full happiness with me, or rather not. 

But keep the odds of knowledge in my poweir Uf^ 

W ithout copartner ? so to add what want« 

In fen^ale sex, the more to draw his love. 

And render me more equal, and perhaps, 

A tiling not undesirable, sometime 

Superior ; for inferior who is free ? 

This may be well : but what if God have seeiij^ 

And death en&uc i then I shall be no more^ 

And Adam wedded to another Eve, 

{Shall live with her enjoying, I extinct ; 

A death to tliink. Conllrm'd then I resolve, Sta 

Adam shall share with me in bliss or woe : 

SSo dear I love him, that with him all deaths 

I could endure, without him live no life. 

So saying, from the tree her step she turji'd^^ 
lidt iirat low rev'rence done, as to the power 
That dwelt within, whose presence had iofus'd 
Into the plant sciential sap, deriv'd 
From nectar, drink of gods. Adam the \yhi!e 
Waiting desirous her return, had wove 
Ot' choicest flowers a garland to adorn 
llcr tresses, and her rural labours crown, . • • 

As reapers, oft are wont \Vvtw Y\an«ift« 

Qf eat Joy he promU'dlo\i»fttelf 
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Solace in her return, 80 long dielay'd ; 

Yet ott his heart, divine of something ill. 

Misgave him ; he the falt'ring measare felt ; 

And forth to nl^t her went, tbe way she tcok 

That morn when first tbey parted ; by the tree 

Of knowledge he must pass, there be her nsef« 

Scarce from the tree returning ; in her band f jb 

A bough of fairest fruit, that downy smil'd. 

New gathered, and ambrosial smell diffus'd. 

To him she hasted ; in her fiice excuse 

Came prologue, and apol^^ too prompt^ 

Which with bland words at will she thus address'd: 

Hast thou not wonder*d, Adam, at my stay ? 
Thcc I have miss'd, and thought it long, dcprlr'd 
Thy presence, agony of love till now 
Kot felt, nor shall be twice, for never more 
Mean I to try, what rash untry*d I sought, S6o 

The pain of absence from thy sight. But itraige 
Hath been the cause, and wonderful to bear; 
This tree is not, as we are told, a tree 
Of danger tasted, ncr to' evil unknown 
Opening the way, but of divine effect 
To open eyes, and make them gods who taste; 
And hath been tasted such; the serpent wise. 
Or not restrain'd as we, or not obe> ing. 
Hath eaten of the fniii, and is become, 
Kot dead, as wt are threatened, but thenceforth 87a 
'■wnan voice and human sense, 
iilration, andw\\\iisv« 
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ll^kie sacred fruit forbidden ? some cursed fraud 

Of enemy hath beguii'd thee, yet unknown^ ** 

And me with thee hath niln'd, for with thee 

Certain my resolution is to die ; 

How can I live without thee, how fbrego 

Thy sweet converse, and love so dearly join'd. 

To live again in these wild woods forlorn ? 910 

Should God create another Eve, and I 

Another rib alford, yet loss of thee 

Would never from my heart ; no> no, I feel 

The link of Nature draw me : flesh of flesh. 

Bone of my bone thou art, and ftom thy state 

Mine never shall be parted, bliss or woe. 

So having said, as one from sad dismay 
Re-comforted, and after thoughts disturb'd 
Submitting to what seem'd remediless, 
Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he tum*d : 920 

Bold deed thou haist presum'd, adreni'rous Eve, 
And peril great provok'd, who thus hast dar'd. 
Had it been only coveting to eye 
That sacred fruit, sacred to abstinence. 
Much more to taste it under ban to touch* 
But past who can recal, or done undo i 
Kor God omnipotent, nor Fate ; yet so 
perhaps thou shalt not die, perhaps the fact 
Is not so heinous now, foretasted fruit, 
Pftifan'd first by the serpent, by him first 930 

Made common and unhallow'd ere our taste; 
Nor yet on hi.n found deadly, he yet lives. 
Lives as thou laidst^ and gains to Hve as man 
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li = : '*cr de?rce of life, indurement strong 

To I ., as likely tasting to attain 

Pr. i.. rtional ascent, which cannot be 

IJ-.jt to be iTotls, cr angels demi-gods. 

K r v.Mi I ihink that Ccd, Creator wise. 

Til- ;:. . threat'ning, will in earnest so destroy 

L'.-^ his ; I i.ne creatures, dignify 'd so high^^ 940 

81 1 ovtT all his works, which in our fall, 

Tk.v v\> i realvd, i.eed^ with us must fail. 

Do. .i.c'cnt made; so God shall uncreate, 

Be r.i^T.ite, du, urn'o, and iabour lose, 

Kot \\\ !l concelv'd of Gcd, who though his power 

Creaiion could repeat, yet would be loath 

Vs lo aboliih, lc5t the Adversary 

Triumph and say ; fickle their state whom God 

Mot favf.urs ; who can please him long? Me first 

lie niiiiM, j-.ox.' inr.nKind ; whom will he next ? 950 

Mci.Ui ot scorn, not to be given the foe. 

Ho.\- viT I v.iiii tlioe liave ilx'd my lot, 

Cir :.!.:. to uiu.'er.-o like locm ; if death" 

Cc. s rt wiih thcc, d;'a h is to me as life; 

fc)o forcibie wiiiiin my heart I feel 

1 he bond of Nature draw me to my own. 

My own in thee, for what tliou art is mine; 

Our si.ite cannot be bever'd, we are one, 

On* fit ".h ; to lo>e thee were to losie myself. 

So Ad.im, and thus Eve lo him reply 'd: 960 

O c:lui'ioiis. trial of exceeding love, 
///:... fnous cvideiKe, exarc\^\tiV\\^\\ 
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Adam? 'from wbosedear side.! toast Joe sprung. 

And gladly oT mir. iioion bear, tkte tpcak^ 

One heart, onevtoiil.in bQth.; wfaer^ good proof 

This day affordi, jMi^ung tbee xesoU ^d. 

Rather than dcAtkor ought .thw death more dread 

fihall separate us, link'd in love so deakv 970 

To undergo with me one guilt, one crimen 

If any be, of tasting this fair fruit, .• 

Whose virtue (for of good still good proceeds. 

Direct, or by occasion) hath presented' 

This happy trial of thy love, which else 

So eminently never bad been known. : 

Were it I thought death menac'd would ensue 

This my attempt, I would sustain alone 

The worst, and not persuade thee, rather die 

Deserted, than oblige thee with a feet • 9S0 

Pernicious to 4hy peace, chiefly ttssur'd 

Remarkably so late of thy so true. 

So faithful love un^uall'd ; but I feel 

Far otherwise th' event, not death, but life 

Augmented, open'd eyeS) new hopes» new joys. 

Taste so divine, that what of sweet before 

Hath touch*d my sense, flat seems to this, and Iiar^h. 

On my experience/ Adam, freely taste> 

And fear of death deliver to the wiiids. 

So saying, sheembnc'd him, and'for joy $90 

Tenderly wept, mucK won that he his love 
Had so ennobled, as of choice to* incur 
Piviue displeasure for her sake, ot^<t'<a\\i. 




:. I »7 



)li fAlAMMMM. W 

Howdai1[«ii*ds'lBnoceiict»tliita»«lwll" . ': 
Had shMtow^ then froni knowlnt ill| mm gOMk 
Just con&leDce^ aiid natir* fjghtiWMii«<i> • v. 
AndlioMarfiroiii«bOttttliein»fMftcd-MI' ' '^ 
To guilty shame » he cover'd, bMf^ili'nW ■ «• 
Vncover'd OMttt. 80 me the Dtttlt* MM^ •>.* 
Herculean Slmrton fmn the harlot lip > ' 

OfPhiIitt6anDaUlah,«idwak>ji - 

Shorn of his stmgth, they destitiit*«iMllM0t •' 
Of all their virtiH: silent, and AiIIM' « 
Confounded^ioBigtlKyiat/at'ithMkmimfttei ■" 
Till Adam, though not lesa tharf E¥c ahwh'tf^^ 
At length gave uuVance to these wonlaconstrali 

O Eve, in evil hour thDu didst give ear 
To that ftlse worm, of whomsoever taught 
To counterieit mail's voice, true in imf Ml, 
Talse in our promised risiBg; sibce our tytt- 
Open'd we find^ indeed, and ffitd we know 
Both good and ev*il, good lost, and etil got» 
Bad fruit of l^ntfWiedge, if this he to know. 
Which leaves us naked thus, of honour voM^ 
Of innocence, of faith, ofpurity> 
Our wonted ornaments now soil'd and staln'd^ 
And in our foces evident the signs 
Of Ibul concupiscence ; whence the evil store; 
£v*n shame, the last of evils ; of the first 
Be sure then. How shall I behold the ikce 
Henceforth of God or Angel, erst with joy 
And rapture so* oft belieUL? tYtfKeYke««^T\i ^basy 
^W datzgh now this caitWy ^\ihxVKa\>\wjt 
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Insufferably bright. O might I here 
In solitude live savage, in some glade 
Obscur'd, where highest voods impenetrable 
To star or sun-light, spread their umbrage broad 
And brown as ev'ning : cover me, ye pines^ 
Ye cedars, with innumerable boughs 
liide me, where I may never see them more. 10901 
]Put let us now, as in bad plight/ devise 
Wh^t best may for the present serve to hide 
The parts of ^ach from other, that seem most 
To shaipe obnoxious, and unseemliest seen ; 
Some tree> whose b^oa^ smooth leaves together sow'd^ 
And girded on our loins, may cover round 
Those middle parts, that thi$ new comer, Shame,t 
There sit not, and reproach us as unclean. 
So counsePd he, apd both together went 
Into the thickest wood ; there soon they chose iico 
The fig-tree, not that kind for fruit renown'd. 
But such as at this day to Indians known 
In Malabar or Decan, spreads her arms 
Pran^Iiing so broad and long, that in the ground 
The ben^^d twigs take root, and daughters grow 
About the mother tree, a pillar'd shade 
High overarch'd, and echoing walks between ; 
There oft the Indian herdsman; shunning heat 
^belters in cqoI, and tends his pasturing herds 
At iQop-hoIes cut th;:ough thickest shade: thos^ ler.ves 
They gather'd, broad ^ Amazonian targe, 1 u 1 

And with what skill th^y had, tog,e\V\ei ^on«^^^ 
Tpginf tbmt wsu^i, vain covering VL \oVa^^. 
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Their guilt and dftaded sbfuane;- O I 

To that first naktd glory 1 9«ch«f-lMe/'i. '^u-. 

Columbus fouAd tV Americaiij ■ftitti;'^*! • 

W ith feather'd clrictsre* mkei elie JMiWfH ' - 

Among the trees on Itles md #Qb(l)^ dMMft - - 

Thus fenc'd, and at tbey ^bongkt^'^tieirthm^Mmi 

Cover'd, bat not at rett ot ease of mliiiil,''* '• • ^* mo 

They sat them down to weep; norofilsrtefa' * 

Rain'd at their eyes, but Ugh wlndi iiRkkiwtUlM- '-• 

Began to rise, high pftssions, anger^ Mi»* > -i^ . • ^ 

Mistrust, suspicMMi^ discord, tfiid ihobkiaflih ^ '^ 

Their inwaid state of mind, calm R^Hitf*-«fiel»"<- ' ' 

And full of peace, ho# tost and tarbuIeAt : 

For understanding rul*d not, and' the will 

Heard not her lore, both in subjectlott noir 

To sensual appetite, Who frotri biene|rth^ . - -. . -^ 

Usurping over sovran reason c1aEm*d ' li^ 

Superior swajr: from thus distemper*d*bre48t^ 

Adam, estrang'd in look and alter'd atile; 

Speech intermitted thus to Eve reneWd: 

Would thou hadst bearken'd to tny woMis and vtay*^ 
With me, as I besought thee, when thai stning* ' ' 
Desire of wand'ring this unhappy nioitly 
I know not whence possess*d thee, we hdd then 
Kemain'd still happy, not as now, detfpbil'd 
Of ail our good, sham'd, naked, miserable. 
Let none henceforth seek needless cause to' appnvt 
The faith they owe ; whetv eatneUly ttiey seek it^t 
Such proof, concl ude , Ihcy vYvtii \>«i^\tv Na \«^: 
To whom, soonmov*dwUViXo>»\i<3!l>A«flwt»<!ki^'tet% 
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What words have pass'd thy lips, Adam screrc I 
Imput'st thou that to my defeult, or will 
Of wandering, as thon call'st it, which who knows 
But might as ill have happened thou hein/^ by. 
Or to thyself perhaps ? Hadst thon been there. 
Or here th' attempt, thou could'st not have discerit'd 
Fraud in the serpent, speaking as he spake ; 1 1 yi 
No ground of enmity between us known. 
Why he should mean me ill, or seek to harm. 
Was I to' have never parted from thy side f 
As good have grown there still a lifclesti rib. 
Being as I am, why didst not thou, the liead. 
Command me absolutely not to go, 
Going into such danger as thou said**! ? 
Too facile then thou didst not much g*ini*ny. 
Nay dfdst permit, approve, and fair dumi9». 
Hadst thou been firm and fix*d in thy dift«ctil, t i'hi 
Neither had I tran«gress*d, nor thon with iii»*. 
To whom, then first incens'd, Ad^iri i^ply'd 
Is this the love, is this the reconipenic 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Kvc, expres'k'd 
Immutable when thou ucrt lost, not T, 
Who might have liv*dandjoy'd immortal hiJM, 
"Yet willingly chose rather death with tlieu { 
And am I now upbraided as the cause 
Of thy transgressing? not enough severe, 
It seems, in thy restraint : what could 1 inoin f 1 1 ;>« 
I wam*d thee, I admonish'd thee, fiof* 
The danger, and the iurkiilff 
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That lay in wait ; beyond this had been Ibrce, 

And force upon free will hath here no place* 

But confidence then bore thee on, secure 

£ither to meet no danger or to find 

Matter of glorious trial; and perhaps 

I also err'd in overmuch admiring 

What seem'd in thee so perfect^ that I thought 

No evil durst attempt thee, but I rue • i|» 

That error now, which is become my crime» 

And thou th* accuaerw Thus it shall befal 

Him who to worth in women overtrusting 

Lets her will rule : restraint she wijl not brook^ 

And left to' herself,^ if evil thence ensue. 

She first his weak indulgence will accuse. 

Thus tl^ey in mutual accusation spent 
The fruitless hours, but neither s^If-condemningji 
4>nd of their vain contest appeared no end. 



THE END or TVE NIKTB BOOIQ. 
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tcum up to gMwen to approve tl)«irjr{gilance« tad art ipproved, God 
ia rttoim, diar t>e —OiBce nf fatm cduI4 «» tt >f tlxoi pt>»ente<t. M« 
•MdahUlMipjiidtc tlw tnnLiTMnn, wliii dtiff ailg anf gives seoteaca 
meeardiattf i ttuta is phy clothe* ttem both, «Bd re-aaceods. tin and 
Death alttMi^lltteB attlietKea ef Rail, bfimniMM ajinpatby fecUag 
llic atcceaa of tataa la dda xmrwortd, and tkf am by man there oornmic- 
tedf re»jive to ^ no toBger ooaflned in Hell, but to fblloiv Satan, their tire, 
apiothapUceofhItBi to aialEe the way aaakrftma Hell to this world to 
nod frO| they pavea braad high-way or bridge over Chaos* according to 
the tradt that >atao tnt n»de , then pr^arlng <tar Zarth, they icect him, 
proud of htoaafcan, ntuming In Hellt ttiair auKnal gratidation. Sa« 
fan anir«s at Paodemanium, in ftiU assembly relates with boastiag hia 
auccesa agaiosi Man ; instead of a p p i an ae la ciMttalMd with a Keneral 
hiss by aU hie aiidiencai traosffarm'dnrtthhimscir also siiddeoly into scr> 
pents, accTiTding to Ids doom givan in Paradise} then deluded with a 
shew of' the flMbMdea TTca spttaglBg op bcfbro thsa, they gretdiiy 
reaching to take of the fhiit, chew dust and bitter ashes. The proccrdiogs 
of Sin and Desihi God ftwctds the flnal vieiary of Ms Soa over thrni, and 
the renewing of all ihiags; bat fhr the preacat cmnanads his angels to 
make several akerattoas in the heavens and ekmeats* Adam more and 
more perceiving hia fjllea uAditiua, heavily bewaila, rejects the condole^ 
aeot of Kvej she persiets, aad at ieagth appeaiea bias i then to evade the 
curse likely to Ml oii their od%p^n«^ pvopoees to Adam vio'^nt ways, whi ch 
he approves ael» but caaceiviag better hope, v*t*brr In mind of the late 
promise made theflK tlut her aecd should be revenged on the serpent, and 
cxhfirts her with hlm-ta seek peace of the otbaded oeltgr, by repcnnnc* 
andaupplicatioB. 

^RANWuiLi the heinous and despiteful act 
Of Satan done in Paradise, and how 
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Ho in tho serpent had pcn-erted Eve, 

Her )ui>.b;ind ihe, to taste the fdtal fruity 

Was known in Heav'n; for what can scape the eye 

( )f (lOd ail-^-eiiig, or deceive his heart 
Oi).ni>cicnt ? who, in all things wise and just, 
lli^dL-r'd not Satan to attempt the mind 
Of Man, with stren^^th entire, and free-will ann*d 
Conii>U'te to have discover'd and repuls'd lo 

\VIhittv^ r wi'es of foe or seeming friend. 
Fur still they knew, and ought to' havestill remembei'd 
The high injunction not to taste that fruit. 
Whoever tempted; which they not obeying. 
Incurred (what could they less?) the penalty, 
Ar.d manifold in sin, desen''d to fall. 
Up into Heav'n from Paradise in haste 
Th* angelic guards ascended, mute and sad 
For man, tor of his state by this they knew. 
Much woiid'ring how the subile Fiend had stol'n 20 
Fntrance un.-een. Soon as th' unwelcome news 
From Earth arriv'd at Heav'n gate, displeas'd 
All were who heard; dim Sadness did not spare 
That time celestial visages, yet mix'd 
With pity, violated not their bliss. 
About the new-arrivM, in multitudes 
Th' ethereal people ran, to hear and know 
How all bcl'el : they tow'ards the throne supreme 
Anountabic made ha-te to make appear 
^Vjth lightvous plea their utmost vigilance, 30 

Andcdbily apprQV'd*, wherv \Yvt ^wv Vk:\^ 
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Eternal Father, from his secret cloud, 
Amidst in thunder utter'd thus his voice ! 

Assembled Angels, and ye Powers retum*d, 
From unsuccessful charge, be not dismsCy'd^ 
Nor troubled at these tidings iTom-4iie Earth, 
Which your sincerest care could not prevent. 
Foretold so lately what would come to pass. 
When first this Tempter cross'd the gulf from Hell. 
I told ye then he should prevail and speed 4a 

Oo his bad errand, man should be seduc*d 
And flatter'd out of all, believing lies 
Against his Maker; no decree of mine 
Concurring to necessitate his fall. 
Or touch with lightest moment of impulse 
His Free-will, to her own inclining left 
In even scale. But fali'n he is, and now 
What rests, but that the mortal Sentence pass 
On his transgression, death denounc'd that day ? 
Which he presumes already vain and void, 50 

Because not yet inflicted, as he fear'd. 
By some immediate stroke ; but soon shall find 
Forbearance no acquittance ere day end. 
Justice shall not return as bounty scorn'd. 
But whom send I to j udge them ? whom but thee 
Vicegerent Son ? to thee I have transferr'd 
All judgment, whether in Heav'n, or Earth, or Hell. 
Easy it may be seen that I intend 
Mercy colleague with justice, sending thee 
Mao 'i friend^ his mediator, his des\f^v\'(9L ^ 
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Both raiitoniindrvdicmn'ToliiDtaiT, ■ •T 

And desiiQ'd Man biinwirto ja^ mMUIIft 

So spake \ht Father, and unftildinff btiHU-i- 
TaVard the rfghl handMt gfoi7,oh lke£«K 
Blai'd forth nndoiileddeliri befuM' ^ ;..'.'. 
Resplendent alkhiaPathMDMnlftM' ■ :'■ ,> >, 
Eipress'd, and (his divitwly ■nswerdinlU; ' 

Father Eiem«t,thiift it lodMiec,- .:' 

Mine boih in Hcav*!! and Banh laib tbywHl 
Supreme, ihat than in me Ihjr 8«n bctor'd- • 
May'sleiermlwellpleM'd. Ig^tojttigt- ' 
On Eanb these th; tTMsgreuon, bat^bou iat 
Whoever judg'd, tbe wont an memdU l%Iil^. 
When time thallbe, farw I uiKkrnwk 
Before thee' ; and nol nftaUng, this obtain 
Of right, Ih^t I mjf mitigate their doom 
On me deriv'd, vei I ihall temper so 
Justice with mBtt;r'> «• tnay llliuirale moM 
Them fully »atiify'd, and Ihee appeme. 
Attendance none «hall need, nor tiain, where ■ 
Are to behold the judgment, but IhejiHJg'd, 
Those two; the ibird best absent is condemn^i 
Coiivkt by Bight, and rebel to all law: 
Conviciion to the wrpem none belongs. 

Thus saying, from his radiant seat he rSM- 
OfhighcollatetaJglorf'Thim throne) and' peri 
Princedoms, and dominatiotii miniitrant 
^Irroinpatiied to Hew'i\RWt,ttMn whence 
-Eden and all the^eoait irt piot^ecWa^. 
■Doiiij lie (lest^nded eHdigW; itwiv^e^'Ae 
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Time counts sot, though with swiftest minutes wing'd. 

Now was the son in western cadence low . 

From noon, and gentle airs due at their hour 

To fim the Earth now wak'd, and usher in 

The ev'ning cool, when he from wrath more cool 

Came the mild judge and intercessor both 

To sentence Man : the voice of God they heard, 

Kow walking in the garden, by soft winds 

Brought to their ears, while day decUn'd ; they heard. 

And from his presence hid themselves among 100 

The thickest trees, both man and wife, till God 

Approaching, thus to Adam calt'd aloud : 

Where art thou, Adam, wont with joy to meet 

My coming seen afar off ? I miss thee here. 

Not pleas'd thus entertain'd with solitude. 

Where obvious duty' ere while appear'd unsought: 

Or come I less conspicuous, or what change 

Absents thee, or what chance detains ? Cume forth. 

He came, and with him Eve, more loath though first 
To' offend, discountenanc'd both, and discompos'd ; ' 
Love was not in their looks, either to God -jiJi 

Or to each other, but apparent guilt, - 
And shame, and perturbation, and despair. 
Anger, and obstinacy', and hate, and guile. 
Whence Adam falt'ring long, thus answer'd brief: 
I heard thee in the gard'n, and of thy voire 
Afraid, being naked, hid myself. To whom 
The gracious Judge without revile reply'd : 
'My voice thou oft hast heard, and\\a%lttfA\^»LV4« 
Bat still re^oia'd: bow is it now iDtcom^ ^^v* 
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So dreadful to thee ? that thou' art naked, who 
Hath told thee? hast thou eaten of the tree. 
Whereof I gave thee charge thou shouldst not eat ? 
To whom thus Adam, sore beset > reply 'd : . 

Heav'n ! in evil strait this day I stand 
Before my Judge, either to undergo 
Myself the total crime, or to accuse 
My other self, the partner of my life; 
Whose failing, while her faith to me remains^ 

1 should conceal, and not expose to blame 130 
By my complaint ; but strict necessity 

Subdues me, and calamitous constraint* 

Lest on my head both sin, and punishment* 

However insupportable, be all 

Devolv'd } though should I hold my peace, yet thou 

Wouldst easily detect what I conceal. 

This Woman, whom thou mad'st to be my help* 

And gav'st me as thy perfect gift, so good. 

So fit, so acceptable, so divine. 

That from her hand I could suspect no ill* 140 

And what she did, whatever in itself. 

Her doing seem'd to justify the deed ; 

She gave me of the Tree, and I did eat. 

To whom the Sovran Presence thus reply*d : 
Was she thy God, that her thou didst obey 
Before his voice, or was she made thy guide* 
Superior, or but equal, that to her 
Thou didst resign thy manhood, and the place 
Wherein God set thee' above her, nwde of thee* 
And for thee, whose perfection far exceli'd 150 
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Hen in all real dignity ? Adorn'd 
She was indeed, and lovely to atua^t 
Thy love, not thy sul^ectioo ; anni her giAs 
Were such as under government weJl seem'dy 
Unseemly to bear rule, which was thy part 
And person, hadst thou known thyself aright. 

So having said, he thus to Eve in few : 
Say, Woman, what is this which thou Jiast done ? . 

To whom sad Eve with shame nigh ovenvhelm'd, - 
Confessing soon, yet not before her Judge 160 

Bold or loquacious, thus abash'd replied : 
The serpent me beguil'd, and I did eat. 

Which when the Lord God heard, without delay 
To judgment he proceeded on th' accus'd 
Serpent though brute, unable to transfer 
The guilt on him who made him instrument 
Of mischief, aiid polluted from the end. 
Of his creation; justly then accurs'd. 
As vitiated in nature : more to know 
Concern'd not man (since he no further knew) 170 
Nor alter'd his offence ; yet God at last 
To Satan first in sin his do^m apply'd. 
Though in mysterious terms, judg'd as then best: 
And on the serpent thus his curse let fall : 
Because thou hast done this, thou art accurs'd 
Above all cattle, each beast of the field ; 
Upon thy belly groveling thou sbalt go. 
And dust shalt eat all the days of thy life. 
Between thee and the woman 1 will n^ui 
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Knmity, and between thine and her seed ; iBo 

Her scod shall bruise thy head, thou bruise hithecU 

So spake this Oracle, then verify'd 
\Vlien Jesus, >on of Mary, second Eve, 
Saw Satan tall like lightning down from Hetv*o« 
rriiice of the Air; then rising from his grave 
SpoiI'd principalities and powers, triumph'd 
In open show, and with ascension bright 
Captivity led captive through the air. 
The realm itself of Satan long usurp'd. 
Whom he shall tread at last under our feet ; 190 

E\ '11 he who now furetold his fatal bruise. 
And to the woman thus his sentence turn'd : 
Thy sorrow I will greatly multiply 
13y thy concepticn ; children thou shalt bring 
In sorrow forth ; and to thy husband's will 
Thine shall submit ; he over thee shall rule. 

On Adam last thus judgment he pronounc'd; 
Because thou' hast hearken'd to th* voice of thy wife. 
And eaten of the tree, concerning which 
I charg'd thee, say'ing, thou shalt not eat thereof; 200 
CuFi^'d ii the ground for thy sake ; thou in sorrow 
Shalt eat thereof ail the days of thy life; 
Thorns also' and thistles it shall bring thee forth 
LTnbid ; and ih:u shalt eat th' herb of the field. 
In the sweat of thy idcc shalt thou eat bread 
Till thou return unto 'he giound; for thou 
Out of the gronn<l wast t.iken; know thy birth, 
J'\'r dii»t fiioa art, and s\uU Vo <^v^^^. i^vvkw. 



80 jndg'd he MtBy both Jodgvhad SaHomr tent, 

Aiidth'iiistflitstn)lEeof4etth)deiiomic!drthatday a 10 

Remov'd for off) then pitying hov they ftood 

Befoie him naiEed to the nlr, th«i«o» ■ 

Must nifibr chaqgpe^ disdaln'd not to hegia 

Thencefinrth the ibin of aenrant to mmamf 

As when he.wMh'd hit eenrantt* feet, sa now 

As father of bit fiunily he clad 

Their nakedness with siuns of beaitSy or.slain. 

Or as the snalce with yonthful coat-refaid; 

And thought iiot ranch to clotlie his enemies : 

Nor he their outward only with tliie skins 220 

Of beasts, ^ inward nakedness,>mnch more 

Opprobious, with his robe of righteousness 

Arraying, cover'd from his Father's sight. 

To him with swift ascent he up returo'd, . 

Into his blisefhl bosom reassum'd 

In glory as of old ; to bim appcas'd 

All, though all-knowing, what liadpass'.d with man 

Recounted, mixing intercession sweet. 

Meanwhile ere thus was sinn'd and ju^g'd on Earth, 
Within the gates of Hell sat Sin and Death, 2^ 
In counterview within the gates, tliat now 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 
Far into Chaos, since the Fiend pas»'d through. 
Sin openingi who thus now to Death began: 

O Son, why sit w e here each other viewin g 

Idly, whiiy^rrTTTXT^^J^SS^^^^^ 
In other ^-^Jf^^^y. ?^^f^^, 
J- or us hi|| . >,i^.v. •....._ . - 
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But that success attends biixi; if mishap. 

Ere this he had retuni'd, with fury driven • 240 

By his arengersy since no place like this 

Can fit his punishment, or their revenge. 

Methinks I feel new strength within me rise, 

AVings growing: and dominion giv'n me large 

Beyond this deep ; whatever draws me on. 

Or sympathy, or some connatural force 

Powerful at greatest distance to unite 

\Vith secret amity things of like kind 

By secretcst conveyance. Thou my shade 

Inseparable must with me along : 2^0 

For Death from Sin no power can separate. 

But lest the difficulty' of passing back 

Stay his return perhaps over this gulf 

Impassable, impervious, let us try 

Advent 'rous work, yet to thy power and mine 

Not unagreeable, to found a path 

Over this main from Hell to that new world 

Where Satan no^v prevails, a monument 

Of merit high to all th' infernal host. 

Easing their passage hence, for intercourse, 260 

Or transmigration, as their lot shdil lead. 

Nor c:in 1 miss the way, so strongly drawn 

By this new felt attraction and instinct. 

Whom thus the meagre Shadow answer'd soon : 
Co whether Kate and inclination strong 
J,cdch thee; I shall nut lag behind, nor err 
The \v.i\ , I /mil Ie:u)ing» &wW a scetvW dt^?« 
Of canugc, pvcy inniH^ Tidxia^* 
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The savour of death from all things there that lire : 

Nor shal 1 1 to the work thou enterpri^est 270 

Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid. 

So saying, with delight he snufT'd the sroell 

Of mortal change on earth. As when a flock 

Of ravenous fowl, though many a league rtmote. 

Against a day of battle, to a field. 

Where armies lie encamp'd, come flying, Inr'd 

"With scent of living carcases detign'd 

For death, the following day, in bloody fight; 

So scented the grim feature, and optum'd 

His nostril wide into the murky air, atb 

S agacious of his quarry from so far. 

Then both from out Hell gates into the waste 

Wide anarchy of Chaos damp and dark 

Flew diverse, and with power (their power was great) 

Hovering upon the waters, what they met 

Solid or slimy, as in raging sea 

Tost up and down, together crouded drove 

From each side shoaling tow'ardsthemouih of Hell; 

As when two polar winds, 'blowing adverse 

Upon the Cronian sea, together drive 2^ 

Mountains of ice, that stop th' imagin'd way 

Beyond Petsora eastward, to the rich 

Cathaian coast The aggregated soil 

Death with his mace petrific, cold and dry. 

As with a trident smote, and fix'd as firm 

As Deios floting once; the re»t hit look 

Hound ^/th Gorgonian rigour not Xo mc^t- 

M 
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Stii! movc> with thine, join'd in connexion sweet, 
Tiut thou on earth hadst prosper'd, which thy kM)ks 
Kow also evidence, but strait I felt ]6i 

Ihou^li distant from thee worlds bet ween^ yet felt 
That I must after thee with this thy son. 
Such fatal consequence unites us three : 
IIi-lI could no longer hold us in her bounds, 
Nur thib uiivoyageable gulf obscure 
Detain from following thy illustrious track. 
Thou hast acliiev'd our liberty, confin'd 
^^'ithin Hell gates till now, thou usimpower'd 
To fortify thus far, and overlay . 370 

With this portentous bridge the daiic abyss. 
Thine now is all this world; thy virtue' hath won 
AVhat thy hands buildednot, thy wisdom gain'd 
"NVith odds what war hath lost, and fully' aiveng'd 
Our foil in Ileav'n ; here thou shalt monarch reign. 
There didst i)ot; there let him still victorsway, 
A:> battle h.ith adjudg'd, from his new world 
lletiring, by his own doom aliona;ed. 
And henceforth monarchy with thee divide 
Ot all things parted by the cmpyicnl bounds, 3)0 

His quadrature, from thy orbicular world. 
Or try thoe now more dange'rous to his throne. 

Whom thus the Prince of Darkness answer'd glad : 
Fair daughter, and thou son and grandchild both. 
High proof ye now have giv'n to be the race 
Of Satan, (for I glory in the name, 
Antagonist of lleav'n's a\m\gYv\'^ 1^^^^"^ 
Amply have merited of me, ol a\\ 
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Ph' infernal empire, that so near Heav'n's door 
Momphal with triumphal act have met, ^90 

If Jiie with this glorious vrork, and made one realm 
Hell and this world, one realm, one continent 
Of easy thorough-fare. Therefore while I 
Descend through darkness, on your road with ease. 
To my associate powers, them to acquaint 
With these successes, and with them rcrjoice. 
You. two thb way, among these mrniercnis orbs 
All yours, right down to Paradise descend ; 
There dwell and reign in bliss, thence on the earth 
I>ominion exercise and in the air, 400 

Chiefly on man, sole lord of all declared. 
Him first make sure your thrall, and lastly kill. 
My substitmes I send ye, and create 
Plenipotent on earth, of matchless might 
Issuing from me : on your joint vigour now 
My hold of this new kingdom all depends. 
Through sin to death expos'd by my exploit. 
If your joint power prevail, th' affairs of Hell 
Ko detriment need tiear ; go and be strong. 

60 saying, he dismiss'd them ; they with speed 410 
Their course through thickest constellations held. 
Spreading their bane ; the blasted stars look'd wan. 
And planets, planet-struck, real eclipse 
Then suffer'd. Th' other way Satan went down 
The causey to Hell gate; on either side 
jDisparted Chaos over built exclaim'd, 
And with reboaading snrge the ban sA^aW^^ 
TAai scora'd his indignation : IhtougYv \\v^ %^V^> 

M V\\ 
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W'kw open and unguarded, Satan pass'd^ 
And all abuut found desolate ; for those 420 

Appointed to bit there had left their char^ge, 
Fiown to the upper world ; the rest were all 
Far to th' inland retir'd, about the walla 
Ot ran(!cnionium, city and proud seat 
Of Lui ik r, so by allusion calTd 
01 tiiat bri;:ht star to Satan para^^on'd. 
Tlu Tc ki-pt their watch the legions, while the Grand 
III i-ouncil c^at, solicitous what chance 
Might intercept their empc'ror sent; so he 
JJi'partinp g;ive command, and they observ'd : 439 
As wh'.Mi the Tartar from his Russian foe 
hy Astracan over the snowy plains 
Itotircs, or liactrian Sophi from the horns 
Of Turkish crescent, leaves all waste beyond 
'1 iu' realm of Aladule, in his retreat 
To Tauris or Casbeen : so these the late 
Ilcjv'n-banish'd host left desert utmost Hell 
Many a dark league, redm 'd in careful watch 
Hound tht'ir metropolis, and now expecting 
Eai h hour their great adventurer from the search 44O 
C)f foreign worlds: he through the midst unmark'dj 
In show plebeian angel militant 
01 I(Avt^t orJer, pass'd ; and from the door 
C'f that riutonian hall, invisible 
A riMidctl his hi.^h throne, which understate 
O; r/rliet tcxtnie spread, at th' upper end 
Tr.i.s pidc'il in regal iustie. Dowvi a.'wVvvXt 
//t' .;.itj mill round about h'lta saw m^s't^ti'; • 
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AtlastasfiMif eloodliliftilgeittlml - 4i^ 

And shapi star^irigM appcaVd, oHMghter, clad 
*With what pennissiTe glotf'tiuckt M hit ' 
Waa left him, or fiike glitter ; all «nin'd ■ 
At that to sudden blafee the Stygon thnmf 
Bent their a8p6ct, and who« tl^wMi'dliebeld, 
Their mightj Chief retnmi^dk- "lou^ ^iraa ihe acclame : 
Forth nisb'd in haste the gm^ contnlting peers, 
Bais'd ftx>m their darli diTan, and with like joy 
Congratulant approach'd him, whowith hand 
Silence, and with these wofds attention won : 
.Thrones, Dominations,PriQcedoms;Virtues/Powers, 
For in possession such, not only* of right, 461 

I call ye and declare ye now, retoni'd 
Successful beyond hope, to lead yelbrth 
Triumphant out ofthisinfismal pit ' ' 
Abominable, accurs'd, thetiousrofwoe. 
And dungeon of our Tyrant : iiow.poasesi. 
As lords, a spacious world, tti' our nattre Hear'n 
Little inferior, fey my adisentim hard 
With peril great achievU JUmg were .to tclL. 
What I have dpne, whatsuffer'd, with what .pain 
Voyag*d th' unreal, vast,. unbounded. deep * * "j^f 

Of horrible confusion, over/which 

By Sin and Death a broad way now is pav'd ■ 
To expedite your glorious maich{ h\|rtl - 
ToiI'd out my .uncouth passage, lbre*d to ridt 
Th' untractable abyss, plong'd in the \Komb 
Of unorigi'nal Night and Chaos wild. 
That Jealous of their secreta fiercelv* ow^^^ 
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My journey strange, with clamorous uproar 

Protesting fate supreme ; thence how I found 480 

The new-created world, which fame in Heav'n 

Long had foretold, a fabric wonderful 

Of absolute perfection, therein Man 

Plac*d in a Paradise, by our exile 

Made happy: him by fraud I have seduc'd 

From his Creator, and the more to* increase 

Your wonder, with an apple ; he thereat 

Offended, worth your laughter, hath glv'n up 

Both his beloved man and all his world 

To Sin and Death a prey, and so to us, 490 

Without our hazard, labour, or alarm. 

To range in, and to dwell, and over man 

To rule, as over all he should have rul'd. 

True is, me also he hath judged, or rather 

Me not, but the brute serpent in whose shape 

Man I deceiv'd : that which to me belongs 

Is enmity, which he will put between 

Me and mankind ; I am to bruise his heel; 

His seed, when is not set, shall bruise my head : 

A world who would not purchase with a bruise, 5C0 

Or much more grievous pain ? Ye have th' account 

Of my performance ; what remains, ye Gods, 

But up and enter now into full bliss ? 

So having said, a while he stood, expecting 
Their universal shout and high applause 
Toff// Ill's ear, when conlTary he hears 
On all sides, from innumerab\e \oTv^>\e^ 
-^ dismal universal hiss, the souud 
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; he wonder'd, but not long 
^9, wond'ring at himself now more; 510 
idnmn he felt to shaurp aad spare, 
clnn^ to.hi8 ribs, his legs intmning 
er* .tUl supplanted down he fell 
ovftserpient on his belly prone, 
t^ 'hut in .vain, a greatdr Power 
i^lrim, puoish'd in the shape bie sinn*d . 
I to his doom : he would hare spoke, 
for hiss retnrn'd with forked tongue 

I tongue, for now were all transformed 
terpents, alias accessories 540 ' 
Id riot : dreadful was the din 

% through the hall, thick swarming now 
nplicated monsters head and tail, 
» and asp, and amphisbaena dire, 
tiorn'd, Hydrus, and Elops drear, 
tas (not so thick swarm'd-once the soil 
vith blood of Gorgon, or the isle 
but still greatest he in the midst, 
igon grown, larger than whom the sun 
'd in the Pyihian vale on slime, $30 

thon, and his power no less he seem'd 
e rest still to retain ; fhey all 
Hv'd issuing forth to th* open field, 

II yet left of that revolted rout - - 
all'n, in station stood or just array, 

with expectation when to see 

ah issuing forth their g\oT\QU% CVv\t^ \ 

, but other sight inslcad, %cto\s>si 
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Of u^\y serpents ; horror on them fell. 

And hnirid sympathy ; for what they saw, $4^ 

They felt themselves now chanjjing; down their arms, 

Dj' n feM both spear ar.d shield, down they as fast^ 

An! the dire hiss renew 'd, and the dire form 

Caii h'd bv contagion, like in punishment, 

A- in t^ieir crime. Thus was th* applause they meant 

Titrn'd tn exploding hiss, triumph to shame [stood 

Cast on themselves from their own mouths. There 

A grove hard by, sprung up with this their change. 

His will who reigns above, to aggravate 

Their penance, la:!en with fair fruit, like that 5S* 

\Vhicli grew in Paradise, the bait of Eve 

Us'd by the Tempter: on that prospect strange 

Their earnest eyes they fix'd, imagining 

For une forbidden tree a multitude 

Now ris'n, to work them further woe or shame; 

Yot parch'd with scalding thirst and hunger fierce; 

Though to delude them sent, could nut abstain, 

]>ut on they roll'd in heaps, and up the trees 

Climbing, sat thicker than the snaky locks 

Thai curi'd Mej-aira; fTeedily they pluck'd jdo 

The fruitage fair to sight, like that which grew 

Near that bituminous lake where Sodom flam'd ; 

Tliis more delu.-ive, not the touch, but taste, 

DeceivM ; they fondly thinking to allay 

Their appetite with gust, instead of fruit 

• Chew'd b'ntQT a?hes, which th' offended taste 
With sputteriDg noise rcjetted: oU \\\c\' A?»&a>;*d^ 

Iluijjrermd tiiir>t ct>usiraimns» At\is'd*f»<Av» 



•B4nIX TABABin Mir. 143 

With hattfiillcet amlish writlk'd fMr jmwt 
Witb toot end cinders iI1*d ; 10 oft lli^ MI 570 

Into the MBM iWmk&a, not u mui l^Ugu'd 

WhoA tlwy triitopli'd once lipft'd^ . • Thw were they 
And wool with ftmine^ Umg moAttmehn hits. 
Till tbtir lottjiiapcy p0mltttd» nh&fjnnm'jd. 
Yearly injoiaMr teme my; wvadet^a ': 
This amibtl hmnbling certain niiinlMi'd'dayt» 
To dash their yiide^ and joy ibr man iednc*d. 
Honretirsoino tradition they dis psrs fd' - ■ 
Among the Heathen of tlieir |wichsM<forr 
And fid>led how tlie serpent, whontthey cali'd 580 
Ophion with Eurynome, tlie wide 
Encroaching Eto peihaps, had fistt. the nde 
Of high Olynopus, . thence hy Satan driven 
And Ops, ere yet Dictcan Jove was bom. 

Mean wliile in Paradise the.heiiish piii 
Too soon arciv'd. Sin there in power befese. 
Once actual, now in body, and la dweU '- 
Habitual habitant; behind her Baatli 
Close following pade for pace, not monnted yet 
On his pale horse : to whon Sin tbos began: 590 

Second of Satan sprung^ all conqu'ri^g Death,. 
What thin^'sl thou<vf ous empire now, tliough earn'd 
With ti»yel diffcolt,. not better fsr * 

Than still at Hell's daA threshold to* have sat watch 
Vnnara'd, uudreaded, and thyself liaiCstanr'd? 

Whom tbos the sin-born monster aoswer*d soon: 
To ine, who with eternal famine pine. 
Alike is Hell, yr Paradisej or Heav*u» 
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There belt, wli«»«itH?«ia^Wri»||MVMVrt;;; 
Which here, tkongk fH ij^M m, M:t99,} M%mm it . 
To stuff this mawy thii vnfciMiliW»»liWii|iW|i,;.<qi 
. Towhom.tlk'intfaftiiftiajBMllllfiltaMflto^M • 
Thou thetefiNdeintftntMiK «M.ftiiil>»|WilHWii 
Feed first, cMmohbehttatxt»«aia*h«BA'fM»! 
No homely iDQiHtep-aad w laHew w . iMnfiu >• viiv^- 
Thescitheof Ti«»MOW»do«ni ^tMHe^HilifiS' 
Till I in Man midteg'diMi^ tl«itiHf^i:'«iU dr: !^ 
His thoughts, hi»toflEi» wmwI i ^ iniina^ ■Hlnftilj " 
And season bifsttajrlast and stKcMfc-pMjFbii; ?«• 

This said, tl^ both betook 1heBftiKi«Qtf.«!qilbJ^M 
Both to destroy, orimiminortaliiMlDe'.i •■ v r-- ;. 

All kinds, andlbrdestnictioii4oiiifrtiaev' * '* 
Sooner or later; -wbieh th' Almigllty aeriq^^ ''- 
From his transc^iidcnt teat tha nlAt^mam^ -^ ** 
To those br^[fat oMers utteT'd thus'iiavrtab'C r .1' 
See with «hat:btat Jhiiii ilnfliiif TMl aiiHiBu ' 
To waste and hatbck yonder irorU^ wbich 'I:' i 
So fair and goodieveated, andhad still- ' •H ' . 
Kept in that vt^te, had not the MUf^aimmk ^- • 
Let in these wasteftil faries, trhO'lm^la ■ -; - r 0t6 
Folly tome, sodoth the Prince of Hell- ■ >• 1- • -'■ 
And his adherents, that with so mnoh tese'- ' ' 
I suffer them to enter and possess 
A place 4o hea«'hlyi- -and conniving «eem' '* 
To gratify myscorAfAl enemies,- 
T/jat laugh, as.if transported witb-sonhelit: • 
or passion, / (0 ttem^ttd quUled^^W, ^ 
-4/ random yiel4td tip lo their mVwAe-^ '• • * * 






And knofVAMIlwtl calj'd Wrfrew them thlthef 
Mf hell-bound^ : M Itrk up the 4raff«nd filth 650 
Which numViAIliitiog ainjwith taint hath sh^ 
On what Yft»fw(a^iiUcrniqait^«M| goiyM« !n%hbur$t 
With ^ildk^iuid f ktttad oW/ itlciim «Jing : . . "- 
Oftbsr..vic|»riDN»«nvii wel^■ y ^^ lil ^f§on^. ■ . 
BothS(a«id:Bmth) Andfin««lq0.Oira!ra^t4#«v..:; 
ThnHighiCh«i.ktir)'d, oMtnitt thei«QiUh qlHeU. v 
Forerer, aiill.«Mlttplii*:EftvfM>tfa>J«il^ .. < 
Then Hetv'B«iid£artit rehHrf AaMl^he made pure ; 
TosanGtit{frtha*.iimUjiiec€i»'jOh'tf«hi4> !• < ' 

Till then the corae^hilionnf tf 00 ^tb precedes. 640 

He endcdi aAd the hea? *nb|c!«ll^ience bud 
Sung halleiniah, :a8 the aotln^ftof Mii, 
Through jniUtitndB that song : i#«c.iie thy vays» : 
Righteous are thjrdecreesoir all .thy worka; 
Who can extenuate thee ? Bfext^ to the Sen» 
l>estin'd Restore!^ of mankind^- by 'Hfhom 
New Heav'nand Earth dialltb the^agca hse^ 
Or down from. Heav'n descend. Such was their son^^ 
While the Creator calling forth by aame . 
Jfis mighty Angels, gave them several charge 6^ 
As sorted best with present thi«ga.> The sun 
Had first his pttcept so to movc^ .ao abine« 
As might afftxt the e. rth with, cold and heat 
Scarce tolerable* and from the north' to call - 
Decrepit winter^ from the south .to bring 
Solstitial summer's heat. To the blanc moon 
Her office they prescrib'<l, to th' oiher (iv^ 
Their pl^ieiary motions and ajp4c\^ 
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In sexti!(», ^uar^, and trine, and opposite 
Of noxious ctticacy, and when to join 
In synod iinbeni^n ; and taught the fix*d 
Their influence n^alignant when to shower, ' 
Which of tliem rising with the sun, or fallinlf, 
{>hould prove tempestuous : to the winds they set 
Their corners, when with bluster to confimind 
Sea, air, and shore, the thunder when to roll 
\Vith terror through the dark aereal hall. 
Some sny he bid his Angels tarn asicance 
The poles of earth twice ten degrees and more 
From the sun's axle, they with labour push'd 
Oblique the centric glob^ ; some say the sun 
Wai bid turn reins from th' equinoctial read 
Like distant breadth to Taurus with the seven 
Atlantic Sisters, and the Spartan Twins 
V\> to ihe Tropic Crab ; thence down amain 
By Leo and the Virgin and the Scales, 
As deep as Capricorn, to bring in change 
Of seasons to each clime ; else had thfc. spring 
Pcrpitual smii'd on earth with x'ernant flowers. 
Equal in days and nights, except to those 
Beyond the polar circles ; to them day 
Had unbenighied shone, while the low sun 
To recompeii. e his distance, in th'?ir sight 
Had rounded still th' Jiorizon, and not known 
Or c:i.t or v/est, which had forbid thesiiow 
I'roni cold iisfoti/and, and c.outh a^ far 

J^frm-a th Mage //an. A t ihiil last td tTu\x. 

T/jt? aiuj^ ii:i fioin ThycGtean ban^\xev\Mnv*d 



BitcoanebflfMM^elMlic»rM->tbe world ^ r 
. lababited, thobgb $ioletf» tn^rp ihtkrk,ww, 690 

Avoided piadriOf €p)d 9n4 Kprsfainglfettat ^ 
These chanftKa-the He4?!ii!^-tb9«gli,itorf produced 
Like change>ott sen and laiMl,:«ideifel>blfUt^ '■ 
Vapour, and.inist, «nd exhidadttm hng'i • 
Corrupt axid ptsUkat : • now frdm Hhe nordi 
OfNonimbf9a,iJMltlie>Saiiibfed«hai«/- - 
B ursting .tlieif bmeA dungeaa, arm^ frith ice 
And snow and h*tl and stormy gim% iand fUw, - 
Boreas and CaciaB and Aige^tes Icad^ • 
AondThrascias rend the woods«nd sfBt uptnrft;' 700 
With advent blast uptnms them' fhnh the sottth 
Notus and Afer Mack with thond'ioiisdoiids' ' 
From SerralioHa^ thwart of 'tfaeae afe flesnce 

Forth ru8hlhifr'L«i^atit and thtEOMnt, winds 

Eur us and Zephs^r.with their lateral Hoise^ 
Sirrocco, and'Libeethio. ThuB^egBXi 
Outrage from lifeless thingi; hvtimetni, fiMt 
Daughter of Bin, among thb-iifttiOBkly ' ' 
Death introdtic'd through ffeitte 'antlpaihjr: yo^ 

Beast now with'b^st''gatT#ar, 'ahd-fWl with fbwT, 
And fish with flsh ; to grate Ihe heA> all leaving, 
Devour'd each other ; nor ^tdtfd-VirtKh In awe 
Of man, but Hed hfm, or with counTnatice grim 
Glar'd on him paining. Thel^'Wei«fibmirithduf 
^SThe growing ml^ies which AdathisniW' 

Iready' in part, though hid in gldbmliest shade 
o sorrow* abandon'd, but worse felt wilKV\» 
:id in a troubled sea of pasMoYi lost. 
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Thus to d!sbim!en sought with sad comfdaiDt : 

O miserable of happv! is .this the end ^j 

Of this new glorious world, and me 80 late 
^he g'ory of that glory, wlio now become 
Accurs'd of blessed, hide me from the £ue 
Of God, whom to behold was then my heighth 
Of happiness I yet well, if here would end 
The misery; I desen-'d it, and \vt>vld bear 
My own desenings; hut this uill not serve; 
All that I eat or drink, or sliall beget, 
J s propagated curse. O voice once heard 
I>elightfully4 Incrfan and mMUifffyt 7|t| 

Now death to hear ! for what can I increase 
Or mul iply, but curses on my head ? 
Who of all age^i to succeed, but feeling 
The evil on him brought by me, will cnrsc 
My head ? Ill faro our ancestor impure. 
Tor this we may thank Adain ; but his thaoks 
SShall b|e the execration; so besides 
Mine (wn that bide upon me, all from me 
Shall \\ith a fierce reflux on me redoui.d. 
On me as on their n^iur^I centre light 740 

Heavy, though in their place. O fleeting joys 
OfPardise, dear bought wiih lasting woes! 
Did F request thee. Maker, from my clay 
To mould me ni;in, did I solicit thee 
From darkness to promote me, or here place 
In thijduUciuus garden ? As my will 
Coi.curr'd not to my be'ing, it were but rigl\t 
And equal to reduce ir\e to |n^ dnst^ 



Dctlroot t0 resign and Tender Iwck :^* '* 
Alllreceiv'd,- imabletopeffonii. - ' 750 

Tby temt too bard, hy whfft I irar io hold 
TbegoodlwinihfcDol. Totheknroftba^ 
SufRcient penalt j, whf bast thoa added ' 
The senae of endlcts woes 7-iiMapIkaMe 
Tby j ustica aaeint ; yer to eay trutfai - too liite 
I thus contest;- then should bbve been icA»*d 
Those tenna'Whiteter,.'whini 'they Ja'ere propos'd : 
Thou didst accept them : wilt thoa ^by the good. 
Then cavil the- conditions ? and thouj^ Ood 
Made thee wfrhout tbyleaTe^ #hat if thy son 760 
Prove disobedient^ andiepror'dy retort, • 
Wherefore didst thoa beget kne ? I sought it not : 
Wouldst thou admi t fbr his contempt of thee 
That proud excuse? yet him not thy election. 
But naturad necessity begot; 
God made thee'^of choice hi»oain, .akid of his own 
To serve him ; thy reward was of Uf grace, ' 
Thy punishment'then justly'is at his: will. 
Be' it so, fbr I submit^ his^doom iflbif, 
Tbatdust lam, and shall to dastT^tvni; ' 779 
OwelcoBM hour whenever! why delays- ' 
His hand to execute what bis deorca - ' ' 
Fix'don thisday2>>why dolovcrliv^ . ., 
Why am I mockM with death, and lengthen'd out 
To deathlefs-'pain 3* iwk tjlfdif wouht 1' meet 
Mortality my sentence, and1>e«arth - ' 

Insensible, hour glad woukl-lay the down- 
As in my mother's lap t there I shou\d rt^t - 
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And ^'ecp secure; his dreadful voice no more 
Would thunder in my ears, no fear of worse 780 

1^0 me and to my offspring would torment me 
Willi cruel ex;'.ectatioii. Yet one doubt 
Pursues me still, le^t all I cannot die, 
I.t-^t that pure breath of life, the spi'rit of man 
Which God inspir'd, cannot together perish 
Wrh this corporeal clod ; then in the grave. 
Or in some other dismal place, who knows 
I>ut I shall die a living death? O thought 
Iloir.d, if true! yet why? it was but breath 
Of life that sinn'd ; what dies but what had life f9ai 
And sin ? the body properly hath neither. 
All of me th^n shall die: let this appease 
The doubt, sii.ce human reach no further knows. 
For though the i.ord of all be infinite, 
Is his wrath also ? be it, man is not so, 
But mortal doum'd. How can he exercise 
Wrath without end on man whom death must end ? 
Can he make deathless death?, that were to make 
Strange conti:adictLon, which to Gcd himscIC 
Impossible is held, as argument goQ 

Of weakness, not of power. Will he draw out^ 
For anger's sake, finite to infinite 
In punish'd man, to sati:>fy his rigour 
Satisfy 'J never .•* that w ere to extend 
Hi: si'ntence beyond dust and Nature's law. 
My which a)l causgs else according still 
yo the receyAioti of iheir maUet ac\, 
AVr to th ' itxt^ni vf i'mx own ai^Viw^% ."aMi^^H 



Tbftt death be^iot one fltfolt»«. «.I lappte'd^ -. ^ 

Bareaviqg sense, but cndkit miioy . - . . S19 

From this day mnnaA, iriikbltel bigiiii ■ 

Both in me, and without tag,^ toad ta Im^ 

To pei^petvity ; Ay me^ that kuo : . 

Comes thimd'riiig back with dnadfel fefolution 

On my defencelcsa bead ; both death and:!. 

Am Rmnd eternal, and incoipovAte both. 

Nor I in my part sii^, in me all 

Posterity tt^dsoaia'd: foir patrimony . 

That I must leave ye. Sons ; O were I able 

To waste it all myself and leaf e ye none! 8m 

So disinherited hew would you hiese. 

Me now youilcBrsel Ah^ why ahonld aU mankind 

For one man's fiiillt thus guiltless be eondemn'd. 

If guUtlctsr hut from me «fhat can ptoceed, 

3ut all corrupt, both mind and.«iildepiiiv.'d, 

]Not tokdo only, but to wiU the. same : 

With me? how can they then acquitted stand 

In sight of God i him 4fter all disputes 

Forc'd 1 absolve: all n^y.evesions vain, 

Apd leMonii^, though thjcoogh mases» leac) me still 

li.ut to my Qwii. conviction : firsf ^nd left . . . . S jx 

On me, me only, es ibe s(H)rce.j»9d.fpR«g . . 

Of all corruptioi^ all the bli^^ie ligl;ititf}ue ; 

So might tlief wr^th..£ond wisl»l ceuldst thou support 

That bujndeii-heeviec ihsMttbe eerthtp btar. 

Than all the world much be^yier^. jtlmigh divided 

With tlMt bad woman i tbus wliet.ll»wdesir*si 

A nd what thou fear'st^ a|ike de«UQ[)|A.^\ tov^ 
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Of refuge^ «iiM.pDncliid0^lliee.inittnblt 

Beyond all put exuMidt and AiCiU^ .. S^ 
To Satan only Kt«^b4ftibiitte nd^Mnu., 

Consciencfey Uiiol4Huiit«by» df fiHOrt . . ...j • ■ . 
And horrors hatt thoB Ai«en me ; oat of wJuch 

1 find no WBf, ftw pida t p iodecpcp iHiBg'd 1 . 
Thus Adani'to binnchriameiitod lood ti • • 

Through the s^Knigirtv'Pot noir^. ai.ere iDtii.iill 
Wholesome and cool* attd^mUd^ bnt wit^-biack tir 
Accompanied, witlrdain|»fiMi dnodAil gloom^ 
Which to hU evil «onscitBCO neprascntod 
AM things with dOibhittttDr : on the gtoondr S50 
Outstretched he laf, :Wi-the coM gramldy andofit : 
Curs'd his creation, Df«lb a^ oft aocnskl*' 
Oftardyexecotioni'Siik^daiioimc'd- ' -• 
The day of his offnwei * ..Why comes not Death, 
Said he, with^oae thnec:adoeptBhlfe stcolM . . ^^ ^ 
To end me? shall Tiuth fail to keei^ bee. woid^- • 

Justice diTine'not hasten to be just 7 > 

But Death comes not at call,- •iuttice divino ■ t -^■ 
Mends not her nlowett poce for pniy 19 or crttL- - 
O woods, O fountaibs, htHocbs, dales» ondboirf n, *^ 
With other echo late I Yiq|[ht yonrshadN' "•• ^1 
To answer,' and resoiuidftr other toii^r^ *''ifj- 
Whom thus afflicted when akd lEre beheld,-' 1 :-;..«• / 
Desolate where She sat, appnMcftiin^ttlgh,- ■'■...■ 
Soft words to bis deKepossion 8h« aseay'-d ;':..': 
But her with eitniri^id lie tbns reptlfdr ' — 1 
Out of my siiglil, Utoa %er^\i\. v vv«^ ttMx^^ btA ■ 
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And hateful ; nothing wants, but that thy shape. 
Like hiSy andl colour serpentine may show 870 

Thy inward fraud, to warn all creatures from thee ) 
Henceforth ;■ lest that too heavenly form, pretended - 
To hellish falsehood, snare them. But for tiie^ 
I had persisted happy', had not thy prido 
And waiid'ring-vanity, when least was safe^ 
Rejected my forewarning, and disdain'd 
Not to be trusted, longing to be seen 
Tliougb by the Dev*il himself, him overweening 
To over-reach, but with tAe serpent meeting 
FooI'd ftRd beguil'd, by hi in thou, I by tbee^ Ste 
To trust thee from my side, imagin'd wise. 
Constant, mature, proof against all assaults. 
And understood not all was but a show 
Rather than solid virtue', all biit a rib 
Crooked by Nature, bent, as now appears. 
More to the part sinister, from me drawn, 
Wei! if thrown out, as supernumerary 
To my just number found. O why did God, 
Creator wisc> that peopled highest Heaven . 
With spirits masculine, create at last S90 

This novelty on earth» this fair defect 
Of Nature, and not fill the world at once 
With men ts angels without feminine. 
Or find some other way to generate 
Mankind ? this mischief had not then befall'n. 
And more that shall befal, inivum«\«h\^ 
Pisturbances en earth \hTou%Vi fevt\?\^ ^\v*x^a, 
4««f strait conjunotion vr\\\\ xYvVi^tTR^- ^'^ ^\>5c»sk^ 
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He never shall find out fit mate, but sucb 

At some misfortune brings him, or dnistake; 900 

Or whom he wishes most shall seldom gain 

Through her perverseiiess, but shall see her gaia'd 

By a far worse^ or if she Jove, -withlield 

By parents ; or his happiest choice too late 

Shall meet already link'd and wedlock-bound 

To a fell adversar3r^# his hate or shame :. , 

Which infinite calamity shall cause, 

To human life, and household peace confound. 

He added not, and from jber tttrq'(| ; but Eve 
Not so repuls'd, with tfean thatceas'd.nol gyring. 
And tresses all disordered, .at his fieet j . . 911 

Fell humble, and embracing them, besought 
His peace, and thiis proceeded in her plaint : . 

Forsake me not thus, Ad^m ; witness Heav'n 
What love sincere, and reverence in my heart 
I bear thee, and onwecting have offended, ■. 
Unhappily deceived ; thy suppliant 
I beg, and clasp thy knees; bereave me not/ 
Whereon I live, thy geptle looks, thy* aid. 
Thy counsel in tliis uttermost distress, 920 

My only strength and stay, forlorn. of thee, 
Whither shall 1 betake me,, where subsist ? 
While yet we live, scarce one short hour perhaps. 
Between us two let there be peace, both joining. 
As join'd in injuries, one enmity 
Against a foe by doom expressed assigned us. 
That cruel serpent : on me exercise not 
Thy hatred for this misery befall' n. 



Boai X pAHADisi LOST. 155 

On ine already lost, me than thyself 

More miserable; both havesinn'd, but thou 9^ 

Against God only% I against God and thee. 

And to the place of judgment will return. 

There with mj cries importune Heav'n, that all 

The sentence from thy head remov'd may light 

On me, sole cause to thee of a^l this woe. 

Me, me only, just object of his ire. 

She ended weeping, and her lowly plight. 
Immoveable till peace obtain'dfrom fault 
Acknowledg'dand deplor'd, in Adam wrought 
Commiseration ; aoon his heart relented 940 

Tow'ards her, his life so late and sole delight. 
Now at his feet submissive in distress, ' 

Creature sbliir his reconcilement seeking. 
His counsel, whom she had displeas'd, his aid; 
As one disarmed, his anger all he lost. 
And thus with peaceful words uprais'd her soon: 

Unwary, and too desirous/ as before. 
So now of what thou know'sf not, who desir'st 
The punishment all on thyself; alas. 
Bear thine own first, ill able to sustain 950 

His full wrath, whose thou feel'st a* yet ]c^^t part. 
And my displeasure bear'st so ill. If prayers 
Could alter high decrees, I to that place 
Would speed before thee, and belotider heard. 
That on my head all might be visited. 
Thy frailty and infirmer sex forgiveiv. 
To me committed and by mfc ^-sc^o^* ^% 
JBut rise^ let us no more couXewA, wai\^«ss». 
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Each other, blam*d enough elsewhere, bUt strive 

In offices of love how we may lighten 96 

Each other's burden in 6ar share of woe; 

Since this day's death denounc'd, if ought I see^ 

Will ^rove no sudden, but a slow-pac'd evil^ 

A long day's dying to augment our pain. 

And to our seed (O hapless seed 1) deriv'd* 

To whom thus Eve, recovering hearty reply'ds 
Adam, by. sad experiment I know 
How little weight my words with thee can find. 
Found so erroneous, thence by just event 
Found so unfortunate ; nevertheless, 9^0 

Kestor'd by thee, vile as I am> to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regain 
Thy love, the sole. contentment of mj heart 
Living; or dying, from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet breast ^re risen j 
Tending to some relief of our extremes. 
Or end, though sharp and sad, yet tolerable. 
As in our evils> and of easier choice. 
If care of our descent perplex us most, 
Which must be born to certain woe, devour'd 980 
By Death at last ; and miserable it is 
To be to ethers cause of misery. 
Our own begotten, and of our loins to bring 
Into this cursed world a woeful race. 
That after wretched life must be at last 
Food for so foul a mpnster ; in thy fowcr 
It lies, yet ere coiKevAvouvo^Tw^va 
The race iinblesl, lo W;i\s^^^>^tJ«»*^^^« 



Be lbic*d to Mtisiy hiS'lmwiMm Mtir^ I ' r. : , -i - 

Bm if thot jQrifi UtaU iin^ Miittlfr^^^^ 
Coii?enii^lQgki«g^;knrlii0jrtMbMalBi ;: i. , 
From LilT>!#«».rHMi nii|»tkl*tart»icM)lired;j 
And witkfk^hllrta'lfiigviili w{tlioii*h«|NibL .; » .... 
Before the priMDt'ebj^t liingvlih^ .-najj '■ • 
With like deflinn i^Wch wcMdd be pilMcy ?. 
And tonneiitf^BMithMi 9ons:fit!ttfmt W fc Ww U j 
Then both oiii«#vM'eiMlfef)d.#t,it«(eiQkft|* 

f rap whtti^».lriiri(«r b^tl^.let /ppiVpl^e/tberti looo 
Let lift Mdii Iloit)^. 9r Ik A»t ^ V. tiiVpiy 
With our oyrtohsAdt. hat jo4ce.flNE(ottMito«fer t, 
Why 8taadlv^loi^0ir «b&fecfaigiiiiMferMiij . ' * 
That show naiei«iip0t,dntb|f«^ h«F**this povey^ 
Of many way9.|9,<Ue.tbl» eborteti tih9fiii«^ 
De9tnictbn:ivllhidr8AiMUovrfp>dMt«|Q|t?. . 

SheenM hmw^or .vchennlmt dcspHii 
Broke off the rest^M»«ch;of^ka}faril|cvJte«gbta 
Had entefttiUHI, is^lbrUhtrehethftwitii^e. 
Bft lAdam wLtb«nfcbx»wupl BotbiiJj^eitey^d^ xoie 
To better hopeshit-jnore attentive mini " 
Lab'ring had. nie*d». and thus to .Bre jepfy'd : 

Eve, thyfconitniptoflifear)d)>leaiiiJ^seenit 
To ai:i^ iniiioejotaiecMny-inep* euhlime' 
And excel lenMh^tivhat fhyixiinif oenieqint; . . 
But self^dettruetiafflhereforeioiS^ht^ itfiites 
That excellence thoiight in thee, and im^Ue^^ 
Not thy conteof)]ity Jbut anguiah and lefgctl 

/Wumf II, O 
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For loss of life and pleasure overlov'd. 
Or if thou covet death, as utmost end ] 

Of misery, so thinking to evade 
The penalty pronounc'd, doubt not bul God 
Hath wiselier arm'd hi^ vengeful ire than ao 
To be forestall'd; much more I fear lest death 
So snatch'd will not exempt us from the pain 
We are by doom to pay ; rather siich acts 
Of contumacy will provoke the Highest 
To make death in us Ihe : then let us seek 
Some safer resolution, which methinka 
I have in vicw^, calling to mind with heed i 

Part of our sentence, that thy seed shall brui86 
The serpent's head ; piteous amends, unless 
Be meant, whcm I. conjecture, our grand foe 
Satan, who in- the serpent hath contrived 
Against us this deceit : to crush his head 
Would be revenge indeed; whith will be lost 
By death brought on ourselves, or childless days 
Ilesolv'd as ihoH proposest ; so our foe 
Shall 'scape his punishment ordain'd, and we 
Instead shall double ours upon our heads. i 

No more be mention'd then of violence 
Against ourselves, and wilful barrenness. 
That cuts us off from hope, and savours only 
Rancour and pride, impatience and despite. 
Reluctance against God and his just yoke 
Laid on our necks. Remember with what mild 
A nd gracious lempet \\e bovYv Yvew^ «xA \\x^^ 4 
Without wrath or tenVuifivvi^^^^'^^^^ 



BoeklL PABADISB LOIT. 159 

Immediate dissolntion, which we thought 

Was meant by death thttt day, jyhen lo, to thee 1050 

Pains only in child-bearing were foretold. 

And bringing. ibnht soon recompensed with joy« 

Fruit of thy -womb: on me the curse aslope 

Glanc'd on the ground; with Labour I must earn 

My bread ; what iitrm? Idleness had been worse; 

My labour will sustain me; and lest cold 

Or heat should injure us, his timely care 

Hath unbesought provided, and his hands 

Cloih'd us unworthy, pitying while M judg'd; 

How much more, if we pray him, will his ear 1060 

Be open, and his heart to pity' incline. 

And teach us further by what means to shun 

Th* inclement seabons, rain, ice, hail, and snow? 

Which now the sky with various face begins 

To show us in this mountain, while the winds 

Blow moist and keen, shattering the graceful locks 

Of these £air spreading trees ; which bids us seek 

Some better shroud, some better warmth to cherish 

Our lips benumb'd, ere this diurnal star 

Leave cold the night, how we his gatber'd beams io;;o 

Keflected, may with matter sere foment. 

Or by collision of two bodies grind 

The airattrite to fire, as late the clouds 

Justling or pMsh'd with winds rude in their shock 

Tine the slant lightning, whose thwart flame driv'n 

Kindles the gummy bark of fir. or ^ine, ^^v^ 

And aends a comfortabk V\e&\. ^Tom^i % 

Which ioight supply tbesuux watibk' 
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And what irity else lie ramedy or cure 
To evils which our-«|vin misteeds have wrought 1080 
He will instruct Us praying, and of grace . 
Beseeching him, so as we need noi fear 
To pass commodiously this life sostain'd 
By him with many comforts, till we end 
In dust, our final rest and native home. 
What better can we do, than to th^ place • 
Repairing where be judged us, prostrate fall 
Before him reverent, and there confess 
Humbly our faults, and pardon beg; with tears 
'-Watering the ground, and with our sighs the air 1090 
Frequenting, 'Sent from hearts contrite, in'sign 
Of sorrow, unfeign'd, and humiliation-nietfk? 
Undoubtedly lie will relent and turn 
From his displeasure; in whose look serene. 
When angry most heseem'd and most severe, 
Wiiat else but favour, grace, and mercy shone i 

So spake our Father penitent, nor Eve 
Felt less remorse : tliey forthwith to the place 
Bepairing where he judg'd them, prostra'e fell 
Before him reverent, and both confessed rroo 

Humbly their faults, and pardon begg'd, with tears 
Watering the ground, and with their sighs the air 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
Of sorrow' unfeign'd, and humiliation meek. 

TII£ ENp OF THB TSNr<l B00C« 
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itpeatiat, sttHanrcMlct/iBrtteint 0o4 |ifiC«pOXl*m| bvt 4«ciares choc 
tker »•« "* lairr'iiWt to 'ftftdHt \9miH Ui a kiA with a band of 
ClMniMiBtojAiffOMiatkMii bw igt ■ #mm q a x iui f i it w ■ thiam 
BlichailH coaloc Woirft. Adam itawa to Xre cntfio omuKiyy $im« » b« 
^aeww ilWaUHW^iOw *«<»«*'*» tep^ WtAateidcootmceft 
tlMtr depactun, Xm> ftffaimqa^, . A4ui fitl4h huMwttmiU: tt.e Au< 
lel Jeadt MiJktip ta a bith hOti Mfei Mbrekiiii li, Haioa wJut tball tof 
fcaduaitlagd. i. .V. ■•■*• •■ » Mn.jn-- 



,- ■! •»* • . V ' ■ ' 

T BUS tbej ift IbprJktt pli^ ffcfnriiMtibod . 
^>yu>g> for from tte9Ciio!f«e«t rtMVcf-' 
Previenitnt grace detttnitiig KidlNftBlAV'tt ' 
Tlie stony f romilKlv Ymmt, waA Wie MMr' ff^sb 
RcfencrstegnnitaMtcotf; :yhat si^iioir^bt«!ithM 
UnutteFsblr, whictti the ^'rit ifpnfif ' ' ' - 
Inspir'd, and wItfgTI fcr Hesv^ Vitfr ipieedler iight 
TbaitloadotionitlQ»fip:y«ttteJr|ibif '"'^ ' 
Not of meui suitori/ tior f roiMrtiint Mis 
SeemVi their petition; tbsh wlien t6>?^nicieAt pair ko 
In fiddles oM, ]eMaiMtent>e»tttM1li^' '" 
DeucalioftsBfllcliaitrPyMfMi/tdtMift^ ' > 
The race of mankind drownM, beMre tM shrlnft 
Of Themis stood devout. To H«a^*tv' ia\€>» '^xvf t< 
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Flew up^ ncr m'ss'd the way, by envious wlwk 
Blown vagabond, or fnistate : in they pau'ci 
Demensionless tbrbi^h heav'niy doon ; .tfam cbd 
With incense, where the golden alur fiiai'd^ 
By their great Intercessor, came in sight 
Before the Father's throne: them the glad Son 
Presenting, thus to intercede began: 

bee, Faiher, what first fruits on earth ait ipnn 
From thy implanted giace ih-man/these sighs 
And pray'rs, which in this golden censer, mil^ 
With incense, I thy priest before tliee bring. 
Fruits of more pleasing savour from thy seed 
Sown with contrition in his heart, than those 
Which his own hand manuring all the trees 
Of Paradise could have produc'd, are falPn ■ 
From innocence. Now therefore bend thine ear 
To supplication, hear his sighs though mute s 
Unskilful with w|)at words to pray^ let me 
Interpret for hiiPa me his advocate 
And propitiation ; all his works on ifie 
Good or not good ingraft, my merit those 
Shall perfect, and for th^se my death shall pay. 
Acceppne, and in me ftonr these .receive 
The Miiell of peace tQw>rd npankiodi let Iiim lii 
before thee reconcil'd, *t le^st his days. 
Numbvr'd, though sad, till death, hi&doom, (wh 
To mitigate tlm^.plfia^, not to reverie). . 
To better life $j)^U y,icld \\\in, where whh me-i- 
AJJ mv redeem d m^av dweW *ii\\v)>j «LXi^\j\w»» 
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To whom the Father, without cloudy serene: 
All thy request for man, accepted Son, 
Obtain; all thy request was my decree: 
But longer in that Paradise to dwell. 
The law I gave to Nature him forbids : 
Those pure immortal elements that know 50 

No gross, no unharmonious mixture loul. 
Eject him tainted now, and purge him off 
As a distemper, gross to air as gross, 
And mortal food, as may dispose him best 
For dissolution wrought by sin, that first 
Distemper'd all things,, and of incorrupt 
Corrupted. I at first with two fair gifts 
Created him endowed, with happiness 
And immortality : that fondly lost. 
This other serv'd but to eternize woe, 60 

Till I provided death; so death becomes 
His final remedy, and after life 
Try 'd inisharp tribulation, and refin'd 
By faith and faithtul works, to second life, 
Wak'd in the renovation of the just, 
Resigns him up with Heav'n and Larth renewed 
But let us call to synod ail the blest [hide 

Thro' ileav'n's wide bound.^; from them I will r.ut 
My judgments, how with mankind I proceed. 
As how with peccant Angels late they saw, 70 

And in. their 6tate, though-firm, stood moiecoiiflrm'd. 

lie ended, atiU ihe Son gave signal \ug\\ 
To the blight minister tiiat watilrd; ho blew 
Iii5 tiuni] ct,- heard in • rtb siu<.e \c\\>vv^s 
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When God dtaeende^ «hI periMjpt 4MMtf I 
To sonnd at geoonl tefB» . .Th' aqftlk^ilMt 
FiU'dalltheitgioiHS liron4MrbtiMfiabairefli. ^ 
OfainanDtiiieshi)4e»4bimt«iAorapriilg» ..-' . 
]By the waters of lift, where'er thtjr eat. -, < 
In fellowship ofjoy, the aoua of light. ■■■ • 'i^^tr. •. ie 
Hasted, lesorting to the aunnnqna high, . un .^.t^y.,. 
And took their seats ;^ ttll-flnn his ttetne «upntt| 
Th' Almighty thus prpnoune'd his«ovnuiL.«iii:sr! .. 

O Sons, like om Of us MhD'is hecotn^*^ ■'.■■»■ i- 
To know both good and erllyabiee his taste •■-■•'■ 
Of that defended indt p bnt Jbt i^im. boacd. ;>'..«.:.. 
His knowledge of good lostyand cfil goti; .:> • m. . 
Happier, had it sufficed hfan to have kBOWtr^:;' - - - • 
Goodby itself, and evil not at all.' * ^^^u r '. - 

He sorrows now, repents, and prajra eoatritOj* • 90 
My motions in him; lodgar than<(hey move/- * ■ 
His heart I know, how variable and vain - 
Self-left. Lest therefirtteMsBow bolder batid 
Reach also of the Tree of Lifey and eM^ ,..,>• 
And live for ever, draSmat least toUvoi ']...•,/ . 
Forever, to remove' html decrtle^K •' • i< /< « ^ 
Aind Send him from the gdidso iMrth-to till- 
The ground whence he was taben^ •fitter soiL^ 

Michael, this my behestiiave thou in 
Take to thee £rom'amfliiig;ilhe «hevabim . : < • iqo 
Thy choice of, flaming warrioca, iest the 
'fpfman, ortoiAiMde .... 
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Without remorse drive out the sinful pair. 
From halk)w*d ground th' unholy, and denounce 
To them and to their progeny from thence 
Perpetual banishment. Yet lest they faint 
At the sad sentence rigorously urg'd. 
Tor I behold them soften'd and with tears i lo 

Bewailing their excess, all terror hide. 
If patiently thy bidding they obey, 
Dismise- them not disconsolate ; reveal 
To Adam what shall come in future days^ 
As I shall theeinlighten; intermix 
My covenant in the Woman's seed renew'd ; 
So send them forth, though sorrowing, yet in peace : 
And on the east side of the garden place. 
Where entrance up from Eden easiest climbs^ 
<!;herublc watch, and of a sword the flame 120 

Wide-waving, all approach far oif to fright. 
And guard all passage to the Tree pf Life : 
Lest FAradiss a receptacle prove 
To spirits foul, and all my trees their prey, 
Withrwhose stol'n fruit Man once more to delude. 
He ceaa'd: and th* arch-angelic Power prepared 
For swift descent, with him the cohort bright 
Of ^rmtchful cherubim ; four faces each 
Had, like a double Janus, all their shape 
Spangled with eyes, more numerous than those 1 30 
Of Argus^and more wakeful than to drouse, 
Charm'd with Arcadian pipe, the ^ast'caiUfi^^ 
Of Hermes^ or his opiate tod, >A.«^xv>N\C>\vi. 
To ne-sa/ute the world witVi M>ci^^>^vg^\ 
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Leiicothea yrik*d, and with fresh dews imbajm'd 
The earthy when Adam and first matron Eve 
Had ended now their orisons, and found 
Strength added from above, new hope to spring 
Out of despair, joy, but with fear yet link'd; 
Which thus to Eve his welcome words renew'd : 140 

Eve, easily may faith admit, that all 
The good which we ei^oy from Heav'n descends; 
But that from us ought should ascend. to -Heav*!! 
So prevalent as to concern the mind 
Of God Iiigh-blest« or to incline his will 
Hard to belief may seem ; yet this will prayer 
Or one short sigii of human breath, upborne 
Bv'n to the seat of God. For since I sought 
By pray'r th' offended Deity to* appease, . 
Knecl'd and before him humbled all my heart, . i^ 
Methougbt I saw him placable and mild. 
Bending his ear ; persuasion in megre^^. 
That I was heard with favour ; peace retum'd 
Home to my breast, and to my memory 
His promise, that thy seed shall bruise our foe ; 
Which then not minded in dismay, yet now 
Assures me that the bitterness of death 
Is past, and we shall live. Whence hail to thee. 
Eve rightly call'd. Mother of all mankind. 
Mother of all things living, since by thee 160 

Man is to live, and all things live for man. 1 

To whom thus Eve with sad demeanour mceks... *. & 
III worthy I suchuUe&VvoMXAViftX^tv^.. \- a. »=^ 
To me transgressor, vrYio fat xtae* wrtitoiV\-\a 
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A help, became thy snare; to me reproach 

Rather belongs, distrust and all dispraise; 

But infinite in pardon was my Judge, 

That I who first brought death on all, am grac*d 

The source of life; next finrourable thou. 

Who highly thus to' intitle me vouchsaf 'st, 170 

Far other name deserving. But the field- 

To labour calls us now with sweat imposed. 

Though after sleepless night ; for see the MorB* 

All onconcem'd with our unrest, begins 

Her rosy progress smiling; let us forth, 

I never from thy side henceforth to stray. 

Where'er our day's work lies, though now injoin'd 

Laborious, till day droop ; while here we dwell. 

What can be toilsome in these pleasant walks? 

Here let us live, though in fall'n state, content. iSo 

So spake, so wish'd much-humbled Eve, but Fate 
Subscrib'd not ; Nature first gave signs impress'd 
On bird, beast, air, air suddenly eclip&'d 
After short blush of Mom; nigh in her sight 
The bird of Jove, stoop'd from his aery tour. 
Two birds of gayest plume before him drove; 
Down from a hill the beast that reigns in woods, 
Fir?t hunter then, pursu'd n gentle brace, 
Gocdiiest of all the forest, hart and hind ; 
Direct to th' eastern gate was bent thpir flight. i«^o 
Adam ob.^erv'd, and with his eye the chase 
rur»»uin^, not unirjov'd to Kvc thu-^ spake: 

O Evv, some turther change await-i us nl^K, 
^Vhich }?i'.iv*n by \hese mute sigw^ iu lsivw\^ -Vl' Nv'i ^ 
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Forcrunnert of his purpose^ or to warn 
Us haply too secure of our discharge 
From penalty, becauM from death releas'd - 
Some:days ; how long, and what till then our life. 
Who knows, or more than this, that we Are dust. 
And thither must return and be no more ? 200 

Why else this double object in our sight 
Of flight pursu'd in th' air, and o'er the ground, 
One way the self-same "hpur? why in the eaat 
Darkness e'er day's midrcourse^ and morning ligbt 
More orient in yon westerly cloudy that draws 
O'er the blue firmament a radiant white, ' > 
And slow descends, with something heav'nly fraught? 

He err'd not, for by tbi^.the heav'nly bands 
Down from a sky of jasper lighted now . ■ 
In Par^ise, and on a.biU made halt, - 210 

A glorious apparition, had no doubt 
And carnal fear that clay dimm'd Adam's eye. 
Not that more gloripus, when the Angels.met 
Jacob in Mahanaim, where he saw 
The field pavilioned with his guardianv bright ; . 
Nor that which on the flaming mount appear'd - 
In Dothan, cover'd with a camp of fire, . . 
Against the Syrian king, who to surprise . 
One man, assassin- like, had levied war, 
War unproclaim'd. The princely Ilierarch 220 

In tlieir bright stand there left his pow'rs to seize 
Possession of the garden; he alone. 
To find where Adam 6Vie\Ut*A\ooV>\\sv«wj ^ 
Not unpexceiv'd of Marr. , yjYvo vo 'En ^ , 
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While the great visitant approach'd, thus spake : - 

£ve| now expect great tidings, which perliapa 
Of us will soon determine^ or impose 
New laws to bejobserv'd ; for I descry 
From yonder blazing cloud that veils the hill 
One of the heav'nly host, and by bis gate 2jo 

None of the meanest, some great potentate 
Or of the thrones above, such majesty 
Invests him coming; yet not terrible. 
That I should fear, not sociably mild, . 
As Raphael, that t should much confide. 
But solemn and sublime, whom not to' offend. 
With reverence I must meet, and thou retire. 

He ended ; and th' Arch-angel soon drew nigh, 
Kot in his shape celestial, but as mau . 
Clad to meet man : over his lucid. ariQS^ ... 240- 

A military vest of purple flow'd, 
Livelier than Meliboean, or the grain 
Of Sarra, worn by kings and heroes old 
In time of truce ; Iris had di pt the wpof ; 
His starry helm unbuckled show'd him prime 
In manhood where youth ended;, by his side 
As in a glist'ring zodiac hung the sword> 
Satan's dire dread, and in his hand the spear; | 

Adam bow'd low ; he kingly from his state 
Inclined not, but his coming thus declsir'd : 250 

^dam, Hf^v'n'&high behest no preface needs : 
Sufficient that thy pray'rs are heard, aad De^^\Vi« 
Then due bjr sentence wheuxVwiu^visX vc^m\s»^^'¥^» 
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Defeated of his seisure many days 

Giv'n thee of grace, wherein thou may'st repent. 

And one bad act with many deeds well done 

May*st cover : well may then thy Lord appeas'd 

Redeem thee quite from Death's rapacious claim ; 

But longer in this Paradise to dwell 

Permits not ; to remove thee I am come, 26* 

And send thee from the garden forth to till 

The ground whence thou wast taken, fitter soil. 

He added not, for Adam at the news 
Heart-struck with chilling gripe of sorrow stood. 
That all his senses bound; Eve, who unseen 
Yet all had heard, with'audible lament 
Discovered soon the placeof her retire : 

O unexpected stroke/ worse than of death 1 
Must I thus leave thee. Paradise ? thus Teave 
Thee, native soil, these happy walks and shades, 270 
Fit haunt of gods' > where I had hope to spend, 
guiet though sad, the respite of that day 
That must be mortal to us both. O floivers. 
That never will in other climate grow. 
My early visitation^ and my last 
At even, which I bred up with tender hand 
From the first opening bud, and gave ye nameSj 
Who now shall rear ye to the sun, or rank 
Your tribes, and water from th* ambrosial fount ? 
Thee lastly, nuptial bow'r, by me'adorn'd 280 

With what to sight or smell was sweet, from thee 
How shall I part, and whither wander down 
Into a lower world, to this obscure 
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And wild ? bow shall we breath in other air 
Less pore, accustom'd to immortal fruits ? 
Whom thus the Angel interrupted mild : 
Lament not. Eve, but patiently resign 
What justly thou hast lost ; nor .set thy hearty 
Thus over-fond, on that which is not thine ; 
Thy going is not lonely ; with thee goes. 290 

Thy husband ; him to follow thou, art bound ; 
Where he abides, think there tb^F native soil. 

Adam by this from the coid Giuddep damp 
Recovering, and. his s^atter'd spi'ri.ts return'd: 
To Michael thus his humble words addressed: 

Celestial, whether among the thrones, or nam*d 
Of them the high* est, for such of shape may seem 
Prince above princes, fSii\\\y. hast thou, toljd 
Thy message, which might else in telling wound^, 
And in performing end us ; w.bat besides 300 

Of sorrow and dejection and despair . - 
Our frailty can sustain, thy tidings bring. 
Departure from this happy place, our sweet 
Recess, and only eonsolatioo left 
Familiar to our eyes, all places else 
Inhospitable.^ appear and desolate, 
No/knowing u» nor known : and if by pray'r 
Incessant I could hope to change tbe wiU 
Of him who all things can, I will not cease 
To weary him with my assiduous crie^ : . . 310 

3ut pray'r. against . his absolute decree 
No more a vails than breath aga\i\«iL VYv^ ^vA ^ 
Wowa §tifliag back on him tY¥».\ hTe»x>nft% WVattCew^ 
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Therefore to hisgreat bidding I subiflit.- ■ 
This most afflicts me, that departing lienctj ' ' 
As from his fare f shall be hid, depiiv'd ' 
His blessed count'nance; here I could frequent - 
With worship place by place where he vouGhsafd 
Presence divine, and t« my sons relate, - 

" On this mourn he appear'd, under thii tree fto 

Stood visibre/among these pinei his voice 
I heard/ here with' Mni at this fountain talk'-d : 
So many grateful altars I would- rifur 
Of grassy turf, and pile up felvery stoiM 
Of lustre from the brook. In memoiy. 
Or monument to aget, and thereon 
Offer sweet-smelling gums and fruitt and flowers: ' 
In yonder nether world where shall I seek 
His bright appearances, or footstbp trace ? 

' Px>r though I fled him angry, yet recallM . 330 
To life prolcng'dand promis'd race, I now 
Gladly behold though but his utmost skirts 
Of glory,' and farofl^his steps adore: 

To whom thus Michael with regard benign ? 
Adam, thou knowst Heav*n his, and all the earth. 
Not this rock only'; his opnnf presence fills 
Land, sea, ^and air, and every kind that lives. 
Fomented by his virtual pow'r and warmHI : 
All th' earth he gave thee to possess and rule^ 
Ko despicable gift; surmise not then 34O 

His presence to these narrow bounds confin'd- 
Of Paradise or Eden : this had been 
Perhaps thy capital seat^ from whence had spread 
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All generations, and had hither come 

From all the ei^ds of th* earth, to celebrate 

And reverence thee their great Progenitor. 

But this pre-eminence thou hast lost, brought dowq 

To dwell on even ground now with thy sons: 

Yet doubt not but in valley and in plain 

God is as here, and will be found alike 350 

Present, and of his presence many a sign 

Still following thee, still compassing thee round 

With goodness and paternal love, his face 

Express, and of his steps the track divine. 

Which that thou may'st believe, and be confirm'd 

Ere thou from hence depart, know I am sent 

To show thee what shall come in future days 

To thee and to thy offspring ; good, with bad 

Expect to hear, supernal grace contending 

With sinfulness of man ; thereby to learn 360 

True patience, and to temper joy with fear 

And pious sorrow, equally inur'd 

By moderation either state to bear. 

Prosperous or adverse: so shah thou lead 

Safest thy life, and best prepar'd endure 

Thy mortal passage when it comes. Ascend 

This hill ; let Eve (for I have drench*d her eyes) 

Here sleep below, while thou to foresight wak'st ; 

As once thou slept*st, while she to life was form'd. 

To whom thus Adam gratefully reply *d : 370 

Ascend, I follow thee, safe guide, the ^th, 
Thou lead'st me", and to the YvaxiA oV'S\t«H*rL^>^^>''^'» 
However diasfning, to the cvVWwctv 
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My obvious breast, arming to overcome 
Jiy sutVerin)^, and earn rest from labour won. 
If so I may anain. So both ascend 
In the visions of God: It was a hill 
Of Paradise the highest, from whose top 
The hemisphere of earth in clearest ken 
S;f etch'd out to th' amplest reach of prospect lay. 380 
Not high'er that hill nor wider looking round. 
Whereon for different cause the Tempter set 
Our '^erond Adam in the wilderness, 
'J'o ohevv him all Eanh's kingdoms and their glory. 
His eye might there command wherever stood 
(-ity of old or modern fame, the seat 
Of mightiest empire, from the destin'd walls 
OfCaiiib^Iu, seat of Cathaian Can, 
And Samarchand by Oxus, Temir*s throne. 
To Paquin of Sin3[?an kings, and thence 399 

To Agra and Labor of great Mogul 
Down to the golden Chersonese, or where 
The Persian in Ecbatan sat, or since 
In Hispahan, or where the Russian Ksar 
In Mosco, or the Sultan in Bizance, 
Turchestaii-born j nor cou!d his eye not ken 
Th' empire of Kegus to his utmost port 
KrcOco, and the less maritime kings 
Monib.iz:i, and Qriloa, and Melind, 
And Sofdla thought Ophir, to tlie realm 400 

OfCou^Of and Angola fiirthest south; 
Or thviuc, from N igcr flood 10 M\a* vctoMtvV 
The Lir.cdums of Almansor, Vex *xvd S>»» 
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Morocco and Algiers, and Tremisen; 

On Europe thence, and where Rome was to sway 

The ii'orld: in spi'rit perhaps he also saw 

Hich Mexico, the seat of Mohiezume, 

And Cusco in Pent, the richer seat 

Of Afabalipa, and yet unspoif'd 

Guiana, whose great city Gervon* sons 410 

Call £1 Dorado: but to nobler sights 

Mjchael from Adam's eyes the film remov'd, 

Which that false fruit that promis'd clearer sight 

Had bred ; then purg'd with euphrasy and rue 

TIic visual nerve, for he had much to see ; 

And from the well of life three drops instill'd. 

So deep the power of these ingredients pierc'd, 

F/en to th' inmost seat of mental sight. 

That Adam now enforc'd to close his eyes. 

Sunk down, and all hisspi'rits became eiuranc'd ; 420. 

But him the gentle Angel by the hand 

Soon raia'd, and his attention thus recaird : 

Adaiti, now ope thine eye^, and first behold 
Th' effects which thy origi'ual crime hath wrought 
In some to spring from thee, who never touch'd 
Th' excepted tree, nor with the snake conspired. 
Nor smn'd thy sin, yet from that sin doiive 
Corruption to bring forth more violent dteds. 

His eyei he open'd, and beheld a field, 
Pilrt arable and hlth, whereon were sheaves 4J0 

New reap'd, the other part sheep-walks aicvd C<i\xS&\ 
r th' midst an altar as iKsXanA-ww^^^ «»\s«^ 
Jiustic, cfgrassysord; tV\v\Y«t ^woti 
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Sight so deform what heart of rock could long 
Dry-ey'd behold ? Adim-conld not, bat wept^ 
Though not of womart born ; compassion qoell'd 
His best of man, and gave him up to tears 
A space, till firmer thoughts restrain'd excess; 
And scarce recovering words his plaint renew'd: 

O miserable Mankind, to what -&I1 500 

Degraded, to what wretched state resenr'd I 
Better end here unborn. Why is life given 
To be thus wrested from us ? rather why 
Obtruded on us thus ? who, if we knew 
What we receive, wpMl^ '.either not accept 
Life ofTer'd, or soon beg to lay it down, . . 
Glad to be. so dismissed. in peace. . Can thtt» 
Th' image of God .in roan created once 
So goodly and erect^ though faulty since. 
To such unsightly sufferings be debas'd 510 

Under inhuman pains ? Why should npt nian« 
Retaining still divine similitude 
In part, from such deformities be free,. 
And for his Maker's image sake exempt ? 

Their Maker's image, answered Michael, theii^ 
Forsook them, when themselves they vilify'd 
To serve ungovern'd appetite, and took 
His image whom they scrv'd, a brutish vice. 
Inductive mainly to the sin of Eve. 
Therefore so abject is their punishment, 520 

Disfiguring not God's likeness, but their own. 
Or if his likeness, by themselves defac'd, 
While they pervert pure Nature's healthful niltd 
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To loathsome sickness, worthily, since they 
God's image did not reverence in themselves. 

I yield it just, said Adain, and submit. 
But is there yet no other way, besides 
These painful passages, how we may come 
To death, and mix with our connatural dust ? 

There is, said Michael, if thou well observe 5;o 
The rule of not too much, by temp'rance taught, 
In what thou eat*st and drink'st, seeking from thence 
Due nourishment, not gluttcfnotas' delight. 
Till many years over thy head return : 
So may'st thou live, till like ripe fruit thou drop 
Into thy mother's lap, or be with ease 
Gather'd, not harshly pivck'd, for death mature: 
This is old age ; but thert thou must outlive 
Thy youth, thy strength, thy beauty, which will chanpre 
To wither'd, weak, and gray ^ tHy senses then 540 
Obtuse, all taste of pleasure tnust forego 
To what thou hast ; and for t'He^ir of youth. 
Hopeful and cheerful, in thy Mood" will reign 
A melancholy damp of cold and di^ 
To weigh thv spirits down', and last consume 
The balm of life. To who'm 6tir ancestor : 

Hencefor'h I fly not death, nor would prolong 
Life much, bent rather ho# I may be qtiit 
Fairest and easiest of this cnn\J>r6as charge. 
Which I must keep till my lAppoirtted day 550 

Of rendering up, and patiently attend 
My di^s(»Iufio^. Michael reply'd: 

Kor love thy life, nor hate : but w"h2k,\v\\o\i.\vN'^*^ 
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Live well, how long or short permit to Heav'n: 
And now prepare thee £>r another sight 

He look'd, and saw a spacious pUin, whereon 
Were tents of various hue; by tome were hada 
Of cattle grazing; others, whence the sound 
Of instruments that nunie melodious chime 
Was heard, of harp and oigan ; and who mor'd $09 
Their stops and chords' was seen; bis Tolant touch 
Instinct. through all proportion slow and high 
Fled and pursu*d transverse the resonant fiigue^ 
In other part stood one ,wtio at the foige . 
Lab'ring, two massy clods of ir'on and brasa . 
Had melted, (whether found where casual fire . 
Had wasted woods on Bnoaataia or in vale^ 
Down to the veins of earth, thence glidin|p hot . 
To some cave's mouth, or. whether wash'd by stream 
Krom under ground) the 4iquid ore he drain'd 57a 
Into Ht moulds prepar'd; from which he form *d 
First his own tools ; •the|i<, what might else be wiought 
Fusil or grav'n in metal.- After these^ 
But on the hither side, a different sort 
From tlie high neighb'ring hills, which was their seat^ 
Down to. the plain descended: by their guise 
Just men they seem*d, and all their study bent 
To worship God aright, and kndw his works 
Kot hid, nor those things last which might preserve 
Freedom and peace tq men : they on the plain 580 
Long had not walk'd, wh^n from the t^nts behold 
A bevy of fair wom^q, richly, gay 
In gems and wanton dress j to th' haip they sung 
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Soft amoimit ditties, aofl in: dtoce came on : 

Tbt nta, though gnvey^*d theio; and lot their eyes 

Rove withpnt rein, till in the amoroui net 

Fast caqght, ther Uk'4, and oiiebhis liking chose ; - 

And now oC lo¥e they treaty tlU tb' cv'ninf star. 

Lore's haibinger, appear'di (fien all In beat 

They light the noptlal torch, and.bid invoke 599 

Hymen^rtban fiist to manriageritos^ invok'd : 

"With feast and music all tbe.teqts resound. 

Such happy Interview and lair event 

Of love and youth not lost^ songs, garlands, flowers. 

And charming symphonies atuch*d the heart 

Of Adam, soon inclin'd to? admit delight. 

The bent of Mature ; whicb be thus express'd ? 

True opener of mine cyaS) prime Angel blest. 
Much better seems this vision, and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends tlian those two past ; 600 
.Those were of bate and deaths or pain much worse. 
Here Nature seems fuUiUUJaail her ends. 

To whom thus Michael: - Judge not what is best 
By pleasure, though to Mature seeming meet. 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end 
Holy and pure, conformity divine. 
Tliose tents thou saw'st so pleasant, were the tents 
Of wickedness, wherein shall dwell bis race 
Who slew bis brother ; studious they appear 
Of arts that polisli life, inventors rare, 610 

Unmindful of their Makei^ though his Spirit 
Taught them, but they his gifts acknowled^'d none. 
yaume //. Q, 
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Yet they a briuleausofTtprinj;' shall bpget; 
For Ihni Tjir female troop Ihon aaw'il, ibit i 
Of godScsifs, so blithe, Ki smooth, tagaj. 
Yet rmplyofal! good, wherein con liali 
Woman's domotic honour and chief praiae 
Bred only and tomplaalrd lolhelasis 
Of lustful appetence, lo sing, to daorp, 
Tu dress, and Iroll the tongue, and roll that 
To these that sober ^a^e of mrh, whose livei 
Religious titled them Ihe sons of God, 
Shall yield up all their virtue, all ttnir (knu 
Ignobly, 10 Ihe trains and lo (he smiles 
Of Iheie fair atheiils, and now swim in joy. 
Ere long to swim at large; and laugh, Ibrw 
Ihe wcrtd ere long a world of lears miHi w( 
Tov.hom Ihus Adam of short joy bereft: 
O pity' and shume, thai they, who lo live u 
Ejiter'd 10 fair, should turn aside lo tread 
Falhs indirect, or in thenrid-way faint! 

HoWi on the same, from woman fo begin. 

Said ih' Angel, who should better hold his [ 

But now prepare ihee for another scena. 

He look'd, anit saw ivide territory spread 
Before him, lowns, and rural works bclweei 
Ciiic5of men ivi;h lofty giics and towers. 
Concourse in irtns, fierce faces threat'iitng i 
Cunis of ciighiy bone, and bvld emprise ; 
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Part wield ihftir arpas» par^ l?Mrt> Mv fi>iining ateed^ 

Single or in array of battle nng'd . 

Both horse and foot« not idly must'ring stood ; 

One MHy a band select from foragedrives 

A herd of beeves, fill r oxen and £urJdne, 

From a fat meadow ground; or fleecy flock. 

Ewes and their bleating lambsyroirer the plaiA, 

Their booty ; .^Mrce w ith . life the .shepherds fly, 650 

But ca)l 91 aid> which makes a bloody /ray : 

With cruel tournament the fquedrops join ; 

Where cattle pasturrd late, now scattered lies 

With carcases and arms th*. insanguia'd field 

Deserted: oth^ratoacityjlrpng ■ 

Lay siege, inq^mp'd; by battery, scale, and. mine. 

Assaulting ; pollers from the wall d^nd 

With dart andjayelin, stpniM and ipilphwroiis fire ; 

On each hand slaughter and gigantic defMhk 

In other part the scepter'd heralds call 660 

To council in the city gates: anon. 

Grey-headed men and grave, wit|i waifriors mix*d. 

Assemble, and harangues are heard, but spon 

In factious opposition, till at last 

Of middle age one rising, eminent 

In wise deport, spake much of right and wrong. 

Of justice, of religion, truth, and peace. 

And judgment from above: him -bid and young 

Exploded and had seiz'd with violent hands. 

Had not a cloud descending snatched him ther.ce 670 

Unseen amid the throng: so violence 

Proceeded, and oppression, and swoidA^w 
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Throngh all the plain, and refuge none was found. 

Adam was all in te^ars, and to his guide 

Lamenting turn'd full sad : O what are these, 

Death's ministers, not men, who thus deal death 

Inhumanly to men, and multiply 

Ten thousand fold the sin of him who slew 

His brother : for of whom such massacre 

Make they but of thek brethren, men of men ? 680 

But who was that Just man, whom had not Heav*n 

Kescued, had in his righteousness been lost ? 

To whom thus Michael : These are the product 
Of those ill-mated marriages thou saw'st ; [;selves 
Where good with bad were match'd, who of them* 
Abhor to join ; and by imprudence mix*d. 
Produce prodigious births of body' or mind. 
Sudh were the^e giants, men of high renown ; 
For in those days might only shall be' admir'd. 
And valour and heroic virtue call'd ; 690 

To overcome in battle, arid subdue 
Nations, and bring home spoils with infinite 
Man-slaughter, shall be held the highest pitch 
Of human glory, and for glory done 
Of triumph, to be stil'd greater conquerors. 
Patrons of mankind, Gods, and sons of Gods, 
Destroyers rightlier call'd and plagues of men. 
Thus fame shall be achiev'd, renown on earth. 
And what most merits fame in silence hid. 
Bui he the sev'nth from thee, whom thou beheldst 700 
The only righteous in a woiXA'ipewtT^^, 
-Afid therefore hated, therefoi^ sob^^^X 
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With foes for daring single to be just. 

And utter odious truth, that God would come 

To judge them with his Saints : him the Most High 

Rapt in a balmy cloud, with winged steeds 

Did, as thousaw'st, receive, to walk with God 

High in salvation and the climes of bliss. 

Exempt from death ; to show thee what reward - * 

Awaits the good, the rest what punishment ; 710 

Whicli now direct thine eyes and soon behold. 

He look'd, and saw the face of things quite cbang'd; 
The brazen throat of war had ceas'd to roar; 
All now was turn'd to jollity and game^ 
To luxury and riot, feast and dance. 
Marrying or prostituting, as befel. 
Rape or adultery, where passing fair 
Allur'd them ; thence from cups to civil broils. 
At length a reverend sire among them came. 
And of their doings great dislike declar'd, 720 

And testify 'd against their ways; he oft 
Frequented their assemblies, whereso met, 
Triua.pbs or festivals, and to them preach'd 
Conversion and repentance, as to souls 
In prison under judgments imminent: 
But all in vain : which when he saw, he ceas*d 
Contending, and remov'd his tents far off; 
Then from the mountain hewing timber tall. 
Began to build a vessel of huge bulk, 
Measur'd by cubit, length, and breadth, and heighth, 
Smear*d round with pitch, and vii\.Vv«.%\d^^^<ysv .*\v^ 
CoiJtriv 'd, and of provision% \a.\]i vu W^^ 
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For man and beast : when lo a wonder strange 
Of every beast, and bird, and insect small. 
Came sev'ns, and pairs, and entered in, as tau 
Their order : last the sire, and his three sona, 
Wiih their four wives; and God made fast tb 
Meanwhile the south-wind rose, and withblac 
"Wfde hovering, ail the clouds together drove 
From under Heav'n ; the hills to their suppl) 
Vapour, and exhalation dusk and moist. 
Sent up amain ; and'now the thicken *d sky 
Like a dark cieling stood ; down rush'd the ra 
Impetuous^ and continued till the earth 
Ko more was seen ; the floating vessel swam 
Uplifted, and secure with beaked prow 
Rode tilting o'er the waves; all dwellings e!s( 
Flood overwhelmed, and them with all their p 
Deep under water roll'd ; sea cover'd sea. 
Sea without shore ; and in their palaces 
Where luxury late reign'd, sea-moniters whe 
And stabled ;* of mankind, so numerous late. 
All left, in one small bottom swam imbark'd". 
How didit thou grieve tlien, Adam, to behold 
The end of all thy offspring, end so sad. 
Depopulation ? thee another flood. 
Of tears and sorrow* a flood thee also drown'c 
And surii: thee as thy sons ; till- gently rear'd 
By the Argel, on thy feet thou stood'st at iasi 
Thjvgh comfortless, as when a father mourns 
His chiic'ren, ali in view '^estroy'd at once ; 
!tll ■ li ^**^ scarce to th* Angel uiter*dst thus thy pla 



V 


■digTiorantofrtiture, 


, so had bi 


Dme 




fy part ofevil only, Ml 


ch day-j l< 






eni 


lughtabear; those 1 


lair, thst 


wcredfspensM 


rhf 


buid'n ofmany age 




ligh. 




Kl. 


ince, by my forckiiov.' ledge ga 


iningbi 


rlh . 


Abt 




; ere tbeii 


■ being. 




Wi 


ihtluniBhi than hey 


mu»l be. 


LeltlD 


I man st 


Kciurefbrlh lo be roreloM whal sha)J bcf:!) 




Bin 


nor hie children; e« 


il he may 


■ b(> sure 




Which neillwr hit foreknowinE c: 


ID preve 




And he Ihi- future evil ahaJi no \e 






h,i 


ipprehension than in 


subslfliin 


efeel 





Man il not whom to warn : Ihou: kw eacap'd. 
Famine and anguieh will at laal eonsnnie 
Wand'ring thai wal'ry deun ; I had hon? 
When violence was ceaa'd, and uar on eanh. 
All would Idve then gone well, peace would 
'Wilblenglhof happy da^i Ihe laeeof man ; [i;r 
Bui I was f»i deceiv'd ; for now I see 
Peace lo corrupt no leu Ihan war to wasle. 
Ho'v comeE il ihu< P unfuld, celrttial Guide, 
And whether Iwie Ihe race of man will etid. 
To whom Ihua Michael; Thnse whom lai 



And great enpioits, but of true virtue »oid ; 
Who having spill much blood, and done roatti-na^^ 
Subduing Dations, andacbin'dttwnAti 
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F?<me in the world, high titles, and rich prey^ 
Shall change thtir course to pleasure, ease, aiid sloth. 
Surfeit, and lust, till wantonness and pride 
K;:iseout of friendship hostile deeds in peace. 
The conquered also, and enslav'd by war. 
Shall with their freedom lost all virtue lose 
And fear of God, from wl^m their piety feign'd 
In sharp contest of battle found no aid 800 

Against invaders ; therefore cooi'd in seal 
Thenceforth shall practise hew to live secure, 
Worldly or dissolute, on what their lords 
Shall leave them to enjoy ; for th* earth shall bear 
More than enough, that temp'rance may be try'd : 
So all shall turn degenerate, all deprav'd. 
Justice and temp*rance, truth and faith foi^ot ; 
One man except, the only son of Light 
In a dark age, against example good, 
Against allurement, custom, and a world 810 

Offended ; fearless of reproach and scorn. 
Or violence, be of their wicked ways 
Shall them admonish, and before them set 
The paths of righteousness, iiow much more safe 
And full of peace, denouncing wrath to come 
On their impenitence; and shall return 
Of them derided, but of God observ'd 
The one just man alive; by his command 
Shall build a wondrous ark, as thou beheldst. 
To save himself and household from amidst 
A world devote to universal wiacV. 
Ko sooner he with them of man and\«a^x. 
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ct for Hie idntl fntbe ark be lodg*!!, 
d fthelteT'd r6|md> -bat all the catarabtt - ■ 
Heav'n settopeh'on 4he earth thall poor 
n day and night Vi^tl fimntUlit af the deep 
jke up, shall'hcaite the ocean to' — iri rp ' - 
^yditd aU bMHids till immdalUNfr rUa - 
ibove the highest -hills ; then ^hall^M-ftioimt 
or Paradise by might of waves bainov^d 8jo 

Out of his pliee, piilh'd by the httfMd flood 
With all his veiUitM spoil'd, atkd tn^ adrift, 
Down the gveal river to the opemA|r ^Iph; 
And there take root an island salt and btot. 
The haunt of seats, and ores, and sea-mdrs dang: 
To teach theC'that God attributaa4d plane 
No sanctity,'if nonaibe thiUier bmglit 
By men who there liequent,- or therelffdwelK ' '■ '' 
And nov what further shall ensile', belMld. * 

fie look'd, and saw the ark hnll on tUe flood, 840 
Which now abated ; for tlie cloads were fled, 
Driv'n by a keen north* wind, thatblpwiog dry 
Wrinkled the fiite of Deluge, as docay'd ; 
And the clear sun on his wide wat'ry* glass 
C^az*d hot, and of the flresh wave laigd j dttw. 
As after thirst,^ which made their flowing shrink 
From standing lake to tripping abb, tlwt stole 
With soft foot to* wards the Deep, who now had stopt 
His slukes, as the Ueav'n his windows shut. 
The ark no more now floats, but seems on ground 850 
Fast on the top of some high moontain fix'd«- 
AikI now the tops of hills aa XMkstt^iiv^^v^ 
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With clamour thence th^ rapid currents drive 

Tow'ards the retreating' sea their furiqus tide. 

Forthwith from out the ark a raven flies. 

And after him, the surer messenger, 

A dove sent forth once and again to spy . 

Green tree or ground wliereon his.foot may light; 

ThesecoiKi time returning, in his bill - 

An olive leaf he bringa, pacific sign: . S6o 

Anon dry ground. appf^rs, and fron) his ark 

The ancient sire descends with all bis train; 

Then with uplifted l^ands, and eyes.devout. 

Grateful to Heav'n, over his head beholds 

A dewy cloudy and in the cluud a bow 

Conspicuous .with thr«e listed colours gay, * 

Betokening peac^lrom God, and covenant new. 

Whereat the heart of Adam, erst so sad. 

Greatly rejoic'd, and thus his joy broke forth : 

O thou who future things canst represent 870 

As present, heav'nly Instructor, I revive 
At tills last sight, assur'd that man shall live 
With all the creatures, and iheir seed preser\'e« 
Far less I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked sons destroy 'd, than I rejoice 
For one man found so perfect and so just. 
That God vouchsafes to raise another world 
Prom him, and all his anger to forget. 
But say, what mean those coloured -streaks in Heaven 
Distended as the brow of God appeas'd, h$o 

Or serve they as a fiow*ry vetge \o Vvwd 
TJw nuid skins of that same viax'T^ cXowA, 
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t igain dissolve and show'r the earth ? 
whom th* Arch-angel: Dcxt'rously thou aim'st; 
llingly doth Cod remit his ire, 
gh laie repenting him of man deprav'd, 
'd at his heart when looking down he saw 
vhole earth fiUM with violence, and all flesh 
pting each their way ; yet those remov'd, 
grace shall one just man find in his sight, 890 
he relents, not to blot out mankind^ 
nakes a covenant never to destroy 
^rth again by flood, nor let the sea 
iss his bounds, nor rain to drown the world 
I man therein or beast ; but when he brings 
the Earth a cloud, while therein set 
riple-colour'd bow, whereon to look, 
rail to mind bis covenant : day and night, 
time and harv est, heat and hoary frost K99 

hold theircourse, till fire purge all things new, 
Heav'nand Earth, wherein the just shall dwelU 
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' 1 As one who in hi» iourneif bales at neon. 




Thoufih bcDi on sfxed; sa bere ih' Atch-angi 




; Bcmixl (h= world dwlray'd aud world reslor 




l' JfAilamouf.lii perhaps migtilinrcrpose; 




Then « iiti Iraiisilion sweet new speech reaun 




j Thu* llioii h..sl seen one world begin and ej 




And mar, as from a second slock procred. 




Much Ihou hast j'cl to see, but I perceive 




i Thy mortal aiRln lo fail ; objects divine 




Wuil needs impair and n'eary human sense: 




Henceforth what i> to fome I vill relate. 




Tfioii rhirelore g'lve due aiulience, and attend 




T/iJs MLOjjd source of men. whWe -jevbuv to 



iM «lilMl«iiRWd of jiidgin^Mip^^ 

With scNiM i^;ftp4to.iirM i#Jil«l:m# ifgbl , J > 
Shall totd their ^m vi^^^lti^fim^ f - . 
I^b'riiigthe^Hb.iMrniplW4lj«|tff^ . 

Corn, wiM-.«mJl«iU M(l:^m9rt)|»ebaNlo«4c|ck' 
<>fttacri(Mi«lHilM^iUil^;iOirkid, .. . 20 

WithUii^ iniit-ofiMiVPl|Kii9r'-d^ aaiit^^ 
Shall ftpta4tWr>4ays InjcgriinhUm'iyMMi dwell 

Under pfitinal rule; tilloMebal^nifr. 

Of i>roiidJHDbit^B«» hearty w|H»^liOlcon^t . 

Withiaireqiiali^»j&)|tfri»t4lM*}r,;«: • .. y.. 

Willarn^t«do9nUiio9«Pfl«nn['4/ : 

OTerhiftVAlbfen««ji44Pitftiii«|npi^ .1, 

CoDMKd.ittd.iair oCMtoMjQrooKrihQtartb^ ' ' , 
lIuntiiig.<iuKliBeiu.i]otbaafle«jiUiilbe.]|itiV&e) .30 

With war and Jwetile taut fyebiMrcftiM 

8ubjectioo:Mt]biieoip»fa|)«iwMra») .■■■.■•.■: 
A mighty Hmter tbenetimiiMl fei^MU'4 . 
Before the Lord, as in deipjj(jftc|fHoav.'n« . • 

Or from HeaAr'n.claimnig second 90V9»)ty » 
And from rdifllion shal } deriye his oainej , 
Though of rebellion others beacciise.. 
He with a crew, whom like ainbitipn joins 
With him or under him to tysannise. 
Marching from Eden towahnls <ht west, shall find 40 
The plain, wherein a black, bituminous gui^ 
Boils out from uixler ground, the mouth of K«\\\ 
Of brick, and of that stu£f they casx to \w34\d 
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A city' and fow^r. Whose top may reach to Hca^ 
And get themselves a name, lest far dispers'd 
In foreign lands their memory be lost. 
Regardless whether good or evil fame. 
But God, who ofr descends to visit men 
Unseen, and through their habitations waiki 
To mark their doings^ tbetn beholding soon,:" • 
Comes down to see their city, ere the toucr 
Obstruct Heav*n- towers, and in derision settf 
Upon theii tongues a various spi'rit to rase • 
Quite out their native- language, and ihslead- 
To sow a jangling noitie of words unknowfi-: 
Forthwith a hideous gabble rises load 
Among the builders; each to other calls 
Not understood, till hoarse, and all in rage. 
As mock'd they stornl'; great laughter was in Hi 
And looking down, to see the hubbub strange 
Ai:d hear the din; thuswas the building left 
Ridiculous, and tlie wori( Confusion nam'd. 
Whereto thus Adam fotherly displeased: 
O execrable son so to dspire 
Above his brethren, to himself assuming 
Authority usurped, from Gcd not given: 
He gave us only over beast, fl>h, fowl. 
Dominion absolute; that right we hold 
By hisdonatiun; but mancrvermen 
He made not lord; such title to himself 
Heserv ing, human left from human free. 
But this usurper his encroachmeuX *v^otiA 
i>tays not ou man ; to God hrt loYi't '\\\^.^'cv^^ 
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ind defiance: wretched man! what food 
le convey up thither to sustain 
If and his rash army, where thin air 
the clouds will pine his entrails gross^ 
mish him of breath, if not of bread ? 
i^hom thus Michael : Justly thou abhorr'st 
on, who on the quiet state of man * to 

rouble brought, aflecting to subdue 
lal liberty ; yet ^now witM)> 
hy origi'nal lapse, true liberty , 
, which always with right reason dwells « 

i'd, and from her hath no dividual being: 
vin man obscur'd, or not obey'd^ 
[iately inordinate desires .. . ... 

pstart passions catch the government 

•eason, and to servitude reduce 

11 then free. Therefore since he permits . 99 

1 himself unworthy powers to reign 

ee reason, God in j udgment just 

:s him from without to violent lords; 

ft as undeservedly inthral 

tward freedom ; tyranny must be, 

li to the tyrant thereby no excuse. 

neiimes nations will decline so low 

'inixe, which is reason, that no wrong, 

ttice, and bome fatal curse annex*d 

■ « - • 

es them of their outward liberty, 100^ 

nward lost : witness th' irreverent son 
who built the aiit, who fox \\v& ^^ixsii^ 
» his fAiher, heard this h^\^ cus^«» 



Thui will 111 is latter, us the rotmer worM, 
Still lend from bad lo woise, lil! God atlast 
Wearied with their iniquilies, withdraw 
His prewrre from among Ihem, ar.d avert 
Hii holy eyes; resulvini; from (hencFfoTth 
To leave Ihem to thelrown poIluW ways; 

From all the rest, of whom to be invok'd, 
A nation from one&ilhrul man to spring; 
Himon tMiside Euphrates yet residing. 
Bred up in idol-worship; O <h,it man 
(Canst (hou believe?) should be so stnprd gr 
While yet the Patriatirtiliv'd, who »'ap'd thi 
As 10 forsake the living God, and fall 
To worship their mm work in wood and atoi 
For Gods! yet him God the Most High Ton 
To call by yision from his father's house, 
tiif kindred and false gods, into a land 
Which he vrin shew him, and from him will 
A mighty nation, and upon him shower 






All 11^ 



»el 



3, that in his serd 
hall be blest ; he airaight obeyi, 
to what land, yet fi'm belierei 



I. sod., 






UrofChJIdra passitiE now ihe ford 
To Hanin, after hiM a cumbrous train 
Of herds and (locks, and n Jnvetovis iertWois 
Nat M-anilTing poor, but ttnisimfl^W^^^'*' 
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With God, who call'd him, in a land unknown* 

Canaan he now attains ; I see his tents 

Fitch'd about Sechem, and the neighboring plain 

Of Moreh ; there by promise he receives 

Gift to his progeny of all that land. 

From Haroath northward to the desert south, 

(Things by their names I call, though yet unnam'd) 

From Hermon east to the great western sea; 141 

Mount Hermon, yonder sea, each place behold 

In prospect, as I point them ; on the shore 

Mount Carmel; here the double-founted stream 

Jordan, true limit eastward ; but his. sons 

Shall dwell to Senir, that long ridge of hills* 

This ponder, that all nations of the earth 

Shall in his seed be .blessed ; by that seed 

Is meant thy great deliverer, who shall bruise 

The serpent's head ; whereof to thee anon 150 

Plainlier shall be reveal'd. This patriarch blest. 

Whom faithful Abraiiam due time shall call, 

A sou, and of his son a grand-child leaves. 

Like him in faith, in wisdom and renown; 

The grand-child with twelve sous increas'd departs 

From Canaan, to a land hereafter call'd 

Egypt, divided by the river Nile; 

See where it flows, disgorging at sev*n mouths 

Into the sea: to sojourn in that land 

lie comes invited by a younger son. 160 

In time of dearth, a son whose worthy deeds 

Raise him to be the second in that realtn. 

Of Pharaoh ; there he dies, and \ea.^ft^\v\s 'lat^ 



Growing into a nation, and now grown 
SuspectH] to a Bsqueni king, who seeks 
To slop their overgrowth, as inmate guests 
Too numerous; whence ofguesi* he mak< 
Inhospitably', and kills (heir infant males r 
Till by Iwobreihren (those two brethren cat 
MoBCs and Aaron) sent from God to cblni ' 
His people from inthraltnenl, they return ' 
^^'ilh glory' and spoil back to their promb'd 
But lirst flie lawless tyrant, who denies 
To kniJw their Gad, or message to regard, 
Musi be cimpell'd by ligns and j udgments d 
To hlnod unshed the rivers must be turn'd ; 
Frogs, hcc, arid flics, must all his palace fiEt 
With Inaih-d inlrujlon, and fill the land ; 
His c.itile must Lfrot and murren die; 
Batches and blains it 
And all hi- people; 1 



!t all his flesh imboM, 



in Ih' e 






ol, hpri 



ground le 



A darksome 
Musi .'al, an 
D.<r).ness must avei.liadaiv alt hii 
Palpable darVness. and blot out th 
Last .-ilhonemiJiiighi stroke all 
Orrgypimustlied'enri. Thus n i 
The rive[-d;agon iBm'd at length i\ 
To let his sojcliriii>ts dcijiiil, avid o( 
JIuuiblcs hii stubborn iiciH,bMi.s. 



thle 
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More harden'd after thaw, till in his rage 

Pursuing whom he late dismiss'd, the sea 

Swallows him with his host, but them lets pass 

As on dry land between two crystal walls 

Aw'd by the rod of Moses so to stand 

Divided, till his rescued gain their shore : 

Such wondrous power God to his Saint will lend, 200 

Though present in his Angel, who shall go 

Before them in a cloud, and pili'ar of fire. 

By day a cloud, by night a pill'ar of fire. 

To guide them in their journey, and remove 

Behind them, while th' obdurate king pursues: 

AH night he will pursue, but his approach 

Darkness defends between till morning watch; 

Then through the fiery pillar and the cloud 

God looking forth will trouble all his host, 

And craze their chariot wheels : when by command 

Moses once more his potent rod extends 211 

Over the sea; the sea his rod obeys; 

On their embattl'd ranks the waves return. 

And overwhelm their war: the race elect 

Safe towards Canaan from the shore advance 

Through the wild desert, not the readiest way. 

Lest entering on the Canaanite alarm'd 

War terrify rhem inexpert, and fear 

Return them back to Egypt, choosing rather 

Inglorious life with servitude ; for life 22* 

To noble and ignoble is mere sweet 

Untrain'd in arms, where rashness \c;id& tv^Vot^. 

Tlus also shall they gain by their deV^^ 




J 



In the nide iv-ildcmcES, there Ihey sball fouDd 
Thfit govemment, and their great senau choo 
Thraugh the twelve Tribes, IQ rule by laws on 
God from the mount of Sinai, whose pty top 
Shall tremble, be deKending, will himMlC 
In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpet's eoun 
Ordain ibem laws ; parr such as appertaio 
To civil justice, part religiouii ril«« 
Ofsacrilice, inromiing them, by types 
And shadows, of that deslin'd teed (□ bruiic 
The serpent, by what meani be shall achieve 
Maiikind'a deliverance. Bui the voice of God 
To mnrtai ear is dreadful ; they beseech 
That Mosea might repoil to ihem his will. 
And terror cease ; he granu what they beuiugl 
I II it rutted thai to God is no access 
Without medialor, whose bigh office now 
Moses ill figure bears, to introduce 
Due greater, of whose day he shall forelel. 
And all the prupbets in their age the timet 
Of great Mesiii'^ih shall sing. Thus laws and 
EstabliJih'd, such delight haih God in men 
Obedient to his will, that he vouchsafej 
Among Ihem to set up bis tabernacle. 
The holy One wllh mortal men to dwell: 
By bin prescript a saiictuaiy is frain'd 
Of cedar, overlaid with gold, tbcrein 

The recoriif vfhil covenant, over tbeu 
A mercj'-scit o[goli belween lliewvnga 
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Of two bright cherubim ; before him bum 

Sev'n lamps a^ m in a zodiac representmg 

The heav'rily firiis; over the tent a cloud 

Shall rest by day, a fiery gleam by night. 

Save when they journey, and at length they come 

Conducted by his Angel to the land 

Promised to Abraham and his seed: the rest -260 

Were long to tell, how many battles fought. 

How many kiogs destroyed, and kingdoms won. 

Or howtbe sun shall in mid Heav'n stand still 

A day entire, and night's due course adjourn, 

Man's voice commanding. Sun in Gibeon stand. 

And thou Moofi in the vale of Aialon, 

Till Israel overcome; so call the third 

From Abraham, son of Isaac, and from him 

His whole descent, who thus shall Canaan win. 

Here Adam interpos'd : O sent from Heav'n^ 270 
Inlight'ner of my darkness, gracious, things 
Thou hast reveai'd, those chiefly which concern 
Just Abraham and his seed : now first I find 
Mine eyes true opening, and my heart much eas'd, 
£rewhile perplex'd with thoughts what would be- 
come 
Of me and all mankind ; but now I see 
His day, in whom all nations shall be blest^ 
Favour unmerited by me, who sought 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 
This yet I apprehend not, why to those ili^ 

Among whtim God will ddgn to dvreW oti ^^x."^ 
fp m^ny and 90 various law* «li« i[,weti\ 
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So many laws ai^ue so mapy sins 

Among them ; bow can God with such reside ? 

To whom thus Michael : Doubt not but that Sin 
Will reign among them« as of thee begot ; 
And therefore was law giv'n them to evince 
Their natural pravity, by stirring up 
Sin against law to fight : that when they see 
Law can discover sin, but not remove, 290 

Save by those shadowy expiations weakj^ 
The blood of bulls and goats, they may conclvcic 
Some blood more precious must be paid for tonn. 
Just for unjust, that in such righteousness 
To them by faith imputed, they may find 
Justification towards God, and peace . 
Of conscience, which the law by ceremonies 
Cannot appease, nor man the moral part 
Perform, and not performing cannot live* 
So law appears imperfect, and but given 30O 

With purpose to resign them in full time 
Up to a better covenant, disciplined 
From shadowy types to truth, from flesh to spirk. 
From imposition of strict laws to free 
Acceptance of large grace, from servile feat 
To filial, works of law to works of faith. 
And therefore shall not Moses, though of Qqd 
Highly belov'd, being but the minister 
Of law, his people into Canaan lead $ 
But Joshua, whom the Gentiles Jesus call, 310 

If/s name and offxe bearing, who sbaW, ^^ftU, 
T/ie adversary serpent^ and bring back ^ 
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I tbe-world's wilderness long wander'd man 

iternal paradise of rest. 

Mi'they in their earthly Canaan plac'd 

Mrirtiall dwell and prosper, bst when sios • 

1 Ifttermpt then* public peace, 

ig G96 to raise them enemies ; 

bom as oft he saves them penitent 

*sfirst, then under liings; of whom $2% 

>nd, both for piety renown'd 

stant deeds, a promise shall receive 

Me, that his regal throne 

shall endmie ; the like shall sing < 

hesy, that of the royal stock i 

d (iK> I name this king) shall rise ' I 

he woman's seed to thee foretold, 

to Abraham, as in whom shall trust 
3ns, and to kings foretold, of kings 
, for of his reign shall be no end. ^ .1 

a long succession must ensue, ^ 

next son, for wealth and wisdom fam'd, 
idcd-ark of Ood, till then in tents 
ing, shall in a glorious temple' inshrine. 
low him as shall be register'd, 
d, part bad, of bad the longer scroll^ 
bul idolatries, and other faults 
:o the popular sum, will so incense 
to leave them, and expose their land, ... 

ty% his temple, and his holy ark V;^ " 

I Ms sacred things, a ^ottv ?lt\A 'V^ci 
iroud city, whcse high vraWs xYwsa ?««"^^ 
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I^fl In conruiion, Babylon Itience call'd. 
There in captiviiy he lets them dwell 
The space ottev'niy years, ihcn bring* then) 
Remembering mercy, and his covenant »WOn 
To David, stiibliiJi'das the days of HeaVA. 
RclurirJ from Babylon by leave of king* 
Their Inrda, ivlioni G«l.cli3p03'd, lhabous«of 
They lint rcedi^', and for a while 
In mean estate live moderate, till gtewa 
In wealth and multiluda, factious thej grow^ 
But first among the priests diiseoaioa ipnngi 
Men who attend the altar, and sbotild most 
Endeavour peace ; their strife pollution bring 
^Upon the tempie' itself; at last tbej seize 
™j he scepter, and regard not David's una. 
Then loic it to a stidnger, that the true 
Anoiined king Messiah might be born 
Barr'd of his right; yet at his hirth a star 
Dnieen before in Heav'nprocIaimihimcomBj 
And guides the eastern Sages, who inquire 
His place, to alter JiiMnse, myirhraiul^ld.; 
His place of birth aiolemn Anj(el tells. 
To simple shepherds, keeping wateh by night 
They gladly thither haste, and by a quirt 
Ofsquadron'd A njeli hear his Carol aung, 
A \irgin is bia mother, but his sire 
Thc^iowcrof the Most High i besliall aseend 
The ihrojie hereditary, and bound his reign 
IlVt/i enrtli'i ivide bounds, hi&glDiyuith the] 
J/e ceji'J, discerning Aiiin wiftt Si*;\iV>? 
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^Surcharg'd, as bad like griel been dew'd In tears. 
Without the vent of words, which these he breath'd : 

O Prophet of glad tidings, finisher 
Of utmost hope ! now clear I understand 
What oft my steadiest thoughts have searched in vain; 
Why our great expectation should be cali'd 
The Seed of Woman : Virgin Mother, hail. 
High in the love of Heav*n, yet from my loini 3S0 
Thou shalt proceed, and from thy womb the Son 
Of God most High; so God with Man unites. 
Needs must the serpent now his capital bruise 
Expect with mortal pain : say where and when 
Their fight, what stroke shall bruise the victor's heel ? 

To whom thus Michael : Dream not of their fight. 
As of a duel, or the local wounds 
Of head or heel : not therefore joins the Son 
Manhood to God-head, with more strength to foil 
Thy enemy ; nor so is overcome 39* 

Satan, whose fall from Heav'n, a deadlier bruise^ 
Disabled not to give thee thy death's wound : 
Which he, who comes thy Saviour, shall recure. 
Not by destroying Satan, but his works 
In ihee and in thy seed : nor can this be 
But by fulfilling that which thou didst want^ 
Obedience to the law of God, impos'd 
On penalty of death, and suffering dcatb| 
The penalty to thy transgression due. 
And due to,theirs which out of tbine will grow : 41% 
So only can high justice se&l a^^\4. 
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The law of God exact he shall fulfil 
Both by obedience and by love, though love 
Alone fulfil the law ; thy punishment 
He shall endure by coming in the flesh 
To a reproachful life and cursed deaths 
Proclaming life to all who shall believe 
In his redemption, and that his obedience 
Imputed becomes theirs by faith, his inerits 
To save them, not their own, though legal works. 410 
For this he shall live hated, be blasphem'd, 
Seis'd on by force, judg'd, and to death condemn 'd 
A shameful and accurs'd, nail'd to the cross 
By his own nation, slain for bringing life; 
But to the cross he nails thy enemies. 
The law that is against thee, and the sins 
Of all mankind, with him there crucify 'd. 
Never to hurt them more who rightly trust 
In this his satisfaction ; so he dies. 
But goon revives ; Death over him no power 420 
Shall long usurp; ere the third dawning light 
Return, the stars of mom shall see him rise 
Out of his grave, fresh as the dawning light 
Thy rat.som paid, which man from death redeems^ 
His death for man, ss many as ofler^d life 
Neglect not, and the benefit embrace 
By faith net void of works : this God-like act 
Annuls thy doom, the death thou shouldst have ^'d. 
In sin forever lost from life ; this act 
Shall bruise the head of Satan,CT\>«.\\Yi\s%\T«x\^Uj \y> 
Defeating sin aiid death, his iwo %naVu atto*. 



"And ilx fiur decMr. 1^ hU head, thdjr ttt^. 

Than t^p'i^I dif^tlLsIuilI braise. tiieylctpr's'heel» 

Or theirs wboni liip redeems^ ^ '4^'tli-l|ke sleep, 

A gent le waftingtp imimnt^/ \\f^^ . 

Kor afta rpsnrreption sball he st^ , 

X<ODger on ^|urth ^^ certain tim^'to* apFftr 

To his disciples, taien wlio iij^Jt^^i Ufe 

Still follo#M }ujD|^, to tl)ein sh^ll Jeaif in cfaaige 

To teach all natipns what of hini ^bejrjeam'd 440 

And his salyatiop, them whq.shalj l^lim 

Baptlzini^ }n the .profluent) stiiei^n, . t^ sign 

Of wasliing % jj^, f;om gidl^ of sin to jlUb 

Pure, and in mind pr^r'4, lf,so .be&l^ 

For death, lilce thi|t which the R^tteemr dy'd. 

AH i^atioBS th^ s^l teach ; for from Uiat daj 

Not only tQ,tlke sons of Ahrabiini's ioint 

Salvation shm| be preach'd. b^ ^thesonf 

Of Abraham's fkitl^ wtyei^everthiptigh the world; 

So Jn his seed ali nati<»s shaU|lie blefit* 459 

Then to the Heif 'n of Heav'iis ha.sl^ ascend 

With victoijr,.^ipipphing thrpvgl).tl|9,air 

Over his foes and thine ; there shall. ittipfire 

The Serpent I) prince of air, and dng-^p chains 

Through all bis realm, aiyl tliere confounded leave; 

Then enter into glory, and resume^ 

His seat at Gpd's ri^ht hand, exalted.blgb 

Above all I)j^nca j[n Heav'n; and tlience shall come, 

W ban this world's dissQlotion,shall be ripe. 

With glory* and power to judge bpth! quick and dead. 

To judge th' uiifaiilitul dead, but \o i^w^l^Cl a^^^"^ 
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His faithful^ and receive them into bliss, 
Wliethcr in Ileav'n or Earth, for then the Earth 
iih.i\\ allbe Paradise, far happier place 
Than this of Eden, and far happier days. 

So spake th' Arch-angcI Michael, tHen paus'd. 
As at the world's great period ; and our sire' 
Replete with joy and wonder thus reply'd : 

O Goodness infinite. Goodness innaense! 
That all this good of evil shall produce 470 

And evil turn to good; rhore wonderful 
Than that \vhich by creation first brought forth 
Light out of darkness! full of doubt I stand. 
Whether I should repent me now of sin 
By me done and occasioned, or rejoice' 
Much more, that much more good thereof shall spring. 
To God more glory, more good-will to men 
From God, and over wrath grace shall abound. 
But say, if our Deliverer up to Heav'n 
Must reasce;id, what will betide the few 480 

His faithful, left among th* unfaithful herd. 
The enemies of truth ? who then shall guide 
His people, who defend ? will they not deal 
Worse with his followers than with him they dealt ? 

Be sure they will, said th* Angel; but from Heav'n 
He to his own a Comforter will send. 
The promise of the Father, who shall dwell 
HisSpi'rit within them, and the law of faith 
Working through love, upon their hearts shall write. 
To guide them in all truth, and a\so arm ^qo 

IVji/t spiritual armour, able to tesUl 
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Satan's assaults^ and quench his fiery darts. 

What man can do against them, not afraid. 

Though to the death, against such cruelties 

With inward consolations recompens*d. 

And oft supported so as shall amaze 

Their proudest persecutors : for the Spirit 

Pour'd first.on his Apostles, whom he sends 

To* evangelize the nations, then on all 

Baptiz'd, shall then with wondrous gifts indue 509 

To speak all tongues, and do all miracles. 

As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 

Great numbers of each nation to receive 

With joy the tidings brought from Heav'n : at length 

Thejr ministry perform'd, and race well run. 

Their doctrine and their story written left. 

They die ; but in their room, as they forewarn. 

Wolves shall succeed for teachers, grievous wolves. 

Who all the sacred mysteries of Heav'n 

To their own vile advantages shall turn 5x0 

Of lucre and ambition, and the truth 

With superstitions and traditions taint. 

Left only in those written records pure. 

Though not but by the Spirit understood. 

Then shall they seek to' avail themselves of names. 

Places, and titles, and with these to join 

Secular power; though feigning still to act 

By spiritual, to themselves appro;:riating 

The Spi'rit of God, promis'd alike and given 

To all believers.^ and from that pretence^ V'* 

Spiritua] hw$ by carnal power shaW iotc^ 
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On every conscience ; laws which none shall find 
Left them inroU'd, or what the Spi'rit within 
Shall on the heart engrave. " What will they then 
But force the Spi'rit of Grace itself, and bind 
His consort Liberty? what^ but unbuild 
His living temples, -built by faith to stand, 
Tlieir own faith not another's ? for on earth 
Who against faith and conscience can be heard 
Infallible ? yet many will presume : 5}9 

Whence heavy persecution shall arise 
On all who in the worship persevere 
Of spi'rit and truth; the rest, far greater part. 
Will deem in outward rites and specious forms 
Religion satisfy'd;. Truth shall retire 
Bestuck with slandVous darts, and works of faith 
Rarely be found : so shall the world go on, " 
To good malignant, to bad men benign. 
Under her own weight groaning, till the day 
Appear of respiration to the just, 540 

And vengeance to the wicked, at return 
Of him so lateiy promis'd to thy aid 
The Woman's Seed, obscurely then foretold, • 
Now ampler known thy'Saviour and thy Lord, 
Last in the clouds from Heav*n to be reveaPd 
In glory of the Father, to dissolve 
Satan with his perverted world, then raise 
From the conflagrant mass, purg'd and refin*d. 
New Heav'ns, new Earth, ages of endless date 
Founded in righteousness and peace, and love, 550 
TV? bring forth fniits, joy and eleiuaA \Av^^. 



